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P  REFA  C  E 


The  fubfe-quent  volumes  contain  new  edi- 
tions, with  confiderable  improvements,  of  the  prin- 
cipal works,  which  the  Author  hath  publillied 
or  written  during  thefe  laft  tliirty  years ;  except 
the  Schola  Medicina  Univerfalis  Nova^  a  work  in 
Latin,  on  all  the  branches  of  medicine,  the  firft 
volume  of  which  is  ready  for  publication,  con- 
taining the  anatomy  and  phyfiology  and  fpecial 
pathology  of  the  human  body,  embellifhed  with 
near  60  copper-plate  engravings. 

The  repeated  demand  for  the  Trcatife  on  Female 
and  Nervous  Difeafes,  and  other  writings,  which 
have  been  a  conliderable  time  out  of  print,  has 
been  the  principal  inducement  to  prefent  the  pub- 
lic with  thefe  volumes,  in  which  will  be  found 
fome  additional  performances,  that  have  never 
before  appeared. 

In  volume  the  firft  are  treatifes  on  female,  ner- 
VoL.  I.  a  vous. 
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vous,  hyflerical,  bilious,  cancerous  difeafes,  and 
letters  formerly  publifhed,  on  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  medical  vanity,  the  abufe  of  hem^ 
lock,  and  the  cure  of  a  cancerous  womb,  S^c. 

In  volume  the  fccond,  are  treatifes  on  Madnefs, 
Suicide,  and  a  fliort  performance  on  the  defini- 
tions of  mental  difeafes,  proving,  that  the  late 
afFcd:ion  of  His  Majefty  was  not  infanity,  as  fup- 
pofed  by  many,  but  flridlly  a  feverifh  fymptomatic 
delirium.*  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  con- 
cluding fentence  in  that  book  has  been  verified, 
where  it  is  declared,  "  that  ihediforder  was  not  mad- 
mfs^  and  the  cure  would  he  permanent.'*  It  is  hoped, 
that  the  alTertion  of  this  important  truth,  fo 
intcrefting  to  the  Royal  family  and  nation,  will 
not  be  confidered  unneceflary  by  thofe,  who  refledl 
on  the  many  ferious  circumftances  attending  that 
alarming  event. 

In  this  fecond  volume,  there  are  likewife 
treatifes  on  convulfions  and  fpafms,f  in  which 

the 

*  In  the  Treatife  on  Madnefs  are  fome  interefting  fafts  con- 
cerning the  perverfion  of  the  foul's  influence,  when  the  brain  is, 
in  different  modes,  difeafed. 

+  In  this  volume  a  very  important  new  difcovery,  amongll 
many,  is  commvjnicated,  by  which  the  tetafius  and  locked  jaiu 
have  been  effedually  cured.  Eight  cures  are  given,  fix  of  which 
Jiappened  at  the  St.  Marj-lc-Bone  Infrmarj, 
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the  deceptions  of .  thofe  artful  pretenders,  the 
magnetizers,  are  produced  in  a  point  of  view,  not 
very  honorable  either  to  the  artifls,  or  their 
credulous  followers  ;  treatifes  on  lethargy,  apo- 
plexy, and  palfy,  on  the  fpecies  of  gout,  their 
caufes  and  rational  treatment,  with  the  excellent 
effedts  of  the  muriatic  acid  in  the  paroxyfms  of 
that  painful  difordcr.  Obfervations  on  dogs  fup~ 
pojed  mad,  follow,  which  laft  trad^  has  never 
until  now  been  publifhed.  In  this  treatife,  it  is 
fully  proved,  that  no  dog  was  ever  mad :  the 
hiftories  on  this  fubjefthave  been  often  fallacious, 
the  treatment  hath  be6n  irrational,  and  new  me- 
thods are  propofed  for  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  the  difeafe,  that  has  been  fo  alarming  in  all 
ages. 

In  volume  the  third,  is  a  treatife  on  ii8 
difeafes  of  the  eyes  and  eyelids,  with  defcriptions 
of  all  the  operations  performed  on  the  organ  of 
vifion,  and  fix  engraved  plates,  (hewing  the 
anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  the  manner  in  which 
vifion  is  performed.  In  this  work  will  be  found 
many  new  and  confiderable  improvements  in 
reftoring  loft  fight,  &c.  with  impartial  criticifm 
on  all  preceding  authors. 

a  2  To 
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To  this  treatife  is  fubjoined  a  new  work  on 
medical  eleClricity,  containing  a  general  review, 
and  the  eflence  of  all  the  authors  who  have 
written  on  that  fubjed;  and  fome  obfervations  on 
the  probability  of  eleftrifation,  being  ufeful  in 
pulmonic  complaints,  and  nervous  dejedlion,  when 
an  eaft  or  north-eaft  wind  blows.  The  lownefs 
of  fpirits,  fo  obfervable  at  thofe  times,  feems  to 
arife  from^the  atmofpheric  air  being  deprived  of 
the  vivifying  eledlric  fluid,  &c.  In  this  part 
are  fome  curious  and  interefting  qucftions  on 
clecflricity. 

The  fourth  volume  commences  with  a  treatife  on 
the"  cure  of  ulcerated  legs,  zvithout  reji,  &c.  which 
has  undergone  many  editions  and  improvements, 
fince  its  firft  publication  in  1769.  In  this  work 
it  is  proved,  that  all  the  former  dodlrines  on  the 
fubjed:,  delivered  by  Sharp  and  others,  are  erro- 
neous J  that  ulcers  may  injure  the  human  body 

a 

by  the  re-abforption  of  the  matter  excreted,  and 
that  the  permanent  cure  fliould  be  attempted,  by 
changing  the  morbid  habit,  and  removing  the 
caufes  of  the  ulcer  from  the  conftitution  ;  many 
thoufands  of  cures  have  confirmed  the  excellent 
utility  of  thefe  do6lrines. 

The 
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The  next  in  fucceflion  is  a  treatife  on  the  ma- 
lignant ulcerated  fore  throat,  in  which  an  extra- 
ordinary cure  of  a  very  defperate  cafe  is  exhibited, 
to  induce  practitioners  never  to  defpair  of  effect- 
ing cures  in  putrid  difeafes,  while  proper  medi- 
cine can  be  applied. 

The  writings  of  Fothergill,  Huxham,  Sir 
J.  Pringlc,  Sir  W.  Fordyce,  Wall,  Cameron, 
Johnftone,  Home,  Dr.  G.  Fordyce,  Gregory,  and 
Cullen,  arc  candidly  examined,  all  the  errors 
and  merits  of  thefe  excellent  improvers  are 
produced,  and  their  aggregate  pradices,  from 
the  commixture  of  ancient  and  modern  treat- 
ment, are  Ihewn  to  amount  to  fourteen  defe5live 
or  dangerous,  though  hitherta  approved  me- 
thods. 

Then  follows  a  mode  of  curing  the  putrid  ulce- 
rated fore  throat,  which  rarely  fails  of  fuccefs, 
with  an  examination  of  the  fuppofed  powers  of 
what  has  been  called  nature^  in  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes, and  the  abfurdity  and  ignorance  of  placing 
any  dcpendance  on  fuch  a  delufive  preceptrefs  as 
the  vh  viedicatrix  mtura,  which  is  proved  to  be  the 
medical  cant  and  hypocrify  of  former  times,  tranf- 

mitted 
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mitted  to  us,  and  received  through  a  vicious 
credulity,  and  want  of  due  reflection.* 

This  work  was  originally  publifhed  in  1788, 
but,  from  its  rapid  fale,  was  foon  out  of  print. 

A  new  performance,  next  appears,  called  the 
Cflii/es  of  the  great  Number  of  Deathsy  in  the  Scarlet 
Fever  of  Children,  and  ulcerated  Sore  Throats, 
explained,  with  an  account  of  the  fuccefsful 
management  of  the  putrid  malignant  gaoly  or 
hofpiial  fever y  v/'iih.  purple  fpotSy  &c.  as  pradtifed 
at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary. 

It  is  proved,  that  formerly  70  or  80  perfons 
died  in  thefc  difeafes  out  of  every  loo;  but  by 
the  method  adopted  by  the  Author,  not  five  in  a 
100,  for  many  years,  have  died  of  putrid  difeafes. 
Thecaufes  of  death  are  attributed  to  the  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  the  pradlice  of  bleedings  giving 
coolingy  or  faline  draughts y  and  fweating  remedieSy 
&:c.  &c.  inftead  of  ufing  the  moll:  powerful  anti- 
fepticSy  as  the  vitriolic  acid,  bark,  &c.  in  the  firft 
moments  of  putrid-tending  infefclion,  or  fever. 

The  dangerous  dodtrines  are  fingly  and  col- 
ledlively  viewed  of  Sydenham y  Boerhaaviy  Hoffmany 
Huxham,  Pr ingle y  Limtaudy  Meady  Monro y  Slorcky 

Be 

*  The  word  7iature,  like  the  occult  qtialiiiy  of  Ariftotle,  has 
been  a  fcreen  for  ignorance  and  deception  in  aJi  ages. 
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Ve  HenVy  HowCy  Gregory,  and  Cullcn^  and  it  is 
proved,  that  while  fome  of  the  precepts  of  thefe 
eminent  writers,  however  excellent  in  other  re- 
fpedts,  influence  the  prafticeof  medicine  in  putrid 
complaints,  that  thoufands  of  patients  muft  be  an- 
nually flaughtered,  whofe  lives  might  be  faved  by 
purfuing  the  new  do6lrines  communicated.  The 
fevere  truths,  and  the  warm  manner  in  which  they 
are  agitated,  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  overturn, 
if  poffible,  notions  that  have  proved  deftrucflive 
to  fociety  in  all  ages  and  countries :  for,  though 
improvements  have  been  made  by  many  ingenious 
phyficians  in  the  treatment  of  acute  infedious 
difeafes,  yet  there  ftill  remained  fome  inconfiflency 
and  dangerous  prejudices,  which  it  has  been 
the  main  objed  of  this  prefent  produflion  to 
effedually  eradicate. 

Medical  advice  to  the  army  and  navy  ferving 
in  European  or  hot  climates  follows,  which  was 
prefented  to  His  Majefty  in  1776,  containing  the 
diforders  common  to  failors  and  foldiers,  &:c. 
with  many  prefcriptions  in  Englilh,  to  render  the 
book  more  generally  beneficial. 

The  fourth  volume  concludes  with  a  new  trcatife 
on  diet,  in  which  digeftion,  chylification,  nutrition, 

&:c. 
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&c.  are  explained,  the  caufes  of  defers  in  the 
nouriflriment  of  the  hunnj^n  body,  and  a  view  of 
all  the  meats,  drinks,  &c.  that  are  efteemcd  in 
rnoft  parts  of  the  world,  their  culinary,  or  other 
preparations,  ufe,  abufe,  &c.  but  introdudions 
being  annexed  to  mofl:  of  the  treatifes,  with  a  con- 
fpe6ius  or  table  of  contents,  a  long  explanatory  exor- 
dium is  unneceffary  in  this  prefatory  difcourfe. 

The  intentions  of  the  whole  -work  are  to  intro- 
duce new  principles  of  theory  and  pradlice, 
founded  on  many  hundreds  of  anatomical  de- 
monftraiions ;  on  the^lateft  philofophical  im- 
provements ;  and  on  many  abftrufe,  yet  clear 
indu6live  reafonings.  From  thefe  fourccs,  more 
effedlual  methods  of  removing  many  difeafes, 
than  hitherto  have  been  promulgated,  are  ar- 
V  dently  inculcated. 

In  moftof  the  diforders,  anatomical  difleftions 
are  produced  to  elucidate^the  true  caufes  of  all  the 
impediments  of  the  fun(5lions, experienced  in  a  flate 
of  difeafe,  and  to  fliew  the  rationality  of  the  modes 
of  cure  propofed.  No  random  treatment  is  adopt- 
ed ;  but  theory  and  pradlicc  are  united  from  fa6ls  ; 
incongruous  doftrines  are  cxpofed  and  avoided, 
^nd  the  moft  cfficaciousre  medics  are  introduced* 

and 
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andconfirmedby  the  author's  fuccefsful  experience. 
Where  fatisfaftory  reafonings  can  be  difcoveredto 
pene-trate  into  the  arcana  of  natural  or  accidental 
phenomena,  they  are  exhibited ;  all  empirical 
pradlices  are  condemned,  though  at  prefent  too 
much  in  fafhion  by  men  efteemed  eminent*.  No 
fixed  fyftematic  narrow  methods  of  treatment, 
taught  in  the  fchools  by  perfons  of  confined 
genius  and  limited  experience,  are  propofed  i  but 
the  pra6tice  is  to  continually  vary,  according  to 
conjiitutionsy  diet^  age^  /exes,  climafe,  &c.  &c.  for 
medicine,  to  be  rational  and  fuccefsful,  muft 
accommodate  itfelf  co  a  variety  of  incidents  and 
circumftances  undifcernible  to  the.  inexperienced; 
but  well  comprehended  by  thole  fkilful  phyficians, 
who  are  not  warped  by  temporary  delulions,  nor 
intercfted  in  the  promotion  of  the  prevailing 
prejudices  of  the  moment. 

The  common  routine  of  medical  prad:ice  is  eafily 
acquired  by  induilry  and  memory,  with  little  learn- 
ing and  genius ;  but  to  perceive  what  is  defeftivc, 
and  apply  what  is  excellent  in  the  art,  requires 

more 

*  The  prcfcnt  rage  in  giving  large  dofes  of  opium  and  hemlock^ 
in  almoft  every  difoider,  is  the  height  of  quackery  ;  I  have  col-, 
lcftcd,from  obfervation,  fiich  fads  of  the  deleterious  confequenccs 
of  thefe  irrational  prafliccs,  as  would  ftrikc  the  mind  with  honor! 
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more  meditation,  than  fome  men  are  inclined  to 
give,  to  develope  the  knotty  club  of  ^fculapius. 
To  judge  impartially  of  pradical  fadls,  by  pene- 
trating into  the  caufes  and  cffedls  of  various 
phenomena,requircsmore  acutenefs  and  experience 
than  falls  to  the  lot  of  every  individual  prac- 
titioner : — nam  non  ex  quovi's  ligno  M.ercurius  fit.  A 
man  fliould  be  born  for  phyfic,  and  warmly  at- 
tached to  its  ftudy  and  adlive  humane  duties, 
or  he  will  rarely  comprehend  fo  extenfive  an  art. 

It  is  highly  criminal  to  withhold  from  the  pub- 
lic any  ufeful  difcovery  ;  but  as  all  phylicians 
have  not  equal  inclination,  opportunities,  or  the 
means  to  purfue  deep  refearches thofe,  who  have 
thefe  advantages,  fhould  publifh,  from  time  to 
time,  their  obfervations  and  experiments,  and 
thus  dilfufe  new  knowledge.  It  is  by  the  united 
labors  of  fuch  induftrious  aud  fedulous  men,  that 
all  the  arts  have  been  conflanrly  improving,  and 

5 

it  is  by  the  enterprifing  efforts  of  fuch  men,  under 
proper  refiriftions,  that  new  difcoveries  will 
gradually  pierce,  and  defpel  the  dark  clouds  of 
all  former  errors  and  prejudices. 

The  dodtrines  advanced  in  the  rational  praElice 
pfphyfiCt  ^I'C  the  collcdive  refult  of  much  theore- 
tical 
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tical  and  indefatigable  refledllon,  arifing  from 
immenfe  pradlical  experience,  and  from  feizing 
all  opportunities  that  offered  to  examine  the 
ravages  of  difeafes  poji  mortem. 

The  author  is  proud  of  declaring,  that  he  has 
pradlifed,  at  different  periods,  moft  of  the  branches 
of  medicine  ;  he  is  of  opinion  that  every  phyfi- 
cian  fhould  comprehend,  though  he  may  not 
pradtife  the  whole  art  j  for  all  the  branches  are  fo 
mutually  conne8ed,  that  partial  knowledge 
mufl  be  always  defeQive  *.  It  is  rational  to  con- 
clude, that  every  phyfician,  who  is  verfed  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  art,  will  perceive  all 
difeafes  clearer,  and  be  more  able  to  concentrate 
his  ideas  on  all  fubjedis  that  require  minute 
inveftigations  and  deep  reafonings,  and  he  will 
form  n,iore  profound,  yet  perfpicuous  proportions 
for  the  purpofes  of  practice,  than  thofe  who  arc 
fatisfied  with  the  art  as  they, found  it;  or  who 

reft 

*  The  praftice  of  furgery  will  often  fhew  the  habit  of  patients 
by  the  different  appearances  of  fores,  and  by  the  difficulty  or 
facility  with  which  wounds  or  ulcers  heal ;  medicine,  judicioully 
applied,  changes  the  bad  habit  of  the  body,  promotes  the  cure  of 
wounds,  ulcers,  &c.  I  have  attributed  much  of  my  fuccefs  to 
having  made  accurate  obfervations  of  this  nature,  when  I  for- 
merly praflifcd  furgery,  midwifery,  &c,  and  applying  the  fame 
to  the  praftice  of  medicine. 
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reft  contented  with  a  moderate  knowledge  of 
a  fmgle  branch  of  phyfic,  which  can  only  advance 
its  votaries  to  profeffional  mediocrity.  It  is  there- 
fore earneftly  recommended,  to  all  medical 
fludents,  to  avoid  narrow  prepolfeffions,  and  to 
purfue  every  mode  of  fludy  that  can  add  to  their 
knowledge,  and  never  to  be  fatisfied  with  what 
books  teach,  or  profeflbrs  fay  ;  but  to  render 
themfelves  able  to  determine,  whether  what  may- 
be advanced,  by  either,  be  truth;  or,  if  conjectural, 
to  comprehend  well  the  bounds  of  probability*. 
Thus,  and  thus  only,  when  combined  with  accurate 
obfervations  in  pradtice,  will  fallacies  or  defedls 
be  difcovered,  and  amidft  a  variety  of  contending 
parties  and  pra6lices  in  medicine,  will  be  per- 
ceived by  an  unprejudiced  comparative  view,  what 
is  moft  reafonable  and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
fociety  in  relieving  difeafes.  No  phyfician,  then, 
fhould  be  fatisfied  with  prefent  knowledge,  however 
extenfive,or  however patronifed  by  thepubiic  voice 
or  approbation;  but  he  {hould  ambitioufly  purfue, 
through  life,  every  polTible  ;-node  of  enquiry,  .by 

which 

* 

»  I  purpofe,  in  the  Schola  Mcdichta,  to  give  plans  of  ftudying 
,  medicine,  quite  difFcrent  to  thofc  in  vogue,  by  which  ftudents 
may  always  unite  tlieory  and  experience,  and  by  jhat  means 
facilitate  the  knowledge  neceffary  for  an  efficacious  praaice. 
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vhich  he  may  obtain  improvement,  ferve  mankind, 
and  illuminate  the  art :  that  art,  which,  in  many 
refpedls,  is  yet  defective,  and,  therefore,  ftill  ca- 
pable of  receiving  a  higher  degree  of  excellence.* 
Had  our  anceftors  thought  otherwife,  in^  what  a 
miferable  ftate  would  the  healing  art  have  prefent- 
cd  itfelf  to  us ;  and  did  we  think  with  fome  of  our 
cotemporaries,  who  view  improvements  with  a 
malignant  eye,  and  who  are  induftrious  only  in 
depreciating  merit  in  others,  how  many  thoufands 
muft  annually  perifh  in  putrid-tending,  malig- 
nant, and  other  difeafes,  who,  it  is  affirmed,  may 
remain,  by  judicious  medical  treatment,  uieful 
members  of  fociety.  A  more  vicious  fentiment 
cannot  pervade  the  human  breafl,  than  for  phyii- 
cians  to  perverfely  exert  their  faculties  in  oppof- 
ing  fcientific  and  ufeful  innovations,  nor  can  there 
be  greater  proofs  of  candor,  humanity,  and  wif- 
dom,  than  the  relinquifhment  of  pall  errors^ 
to  proted  and  cherilh  new  difcoveries  for 
the  alleviation  of  human  mifery  j  the  former, 
through  falfe  pride,  deprive  the  world  of  the 

moft 

•  Travelling  into  different  climates  and  countries,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  different  appearances  of  difeafes,  and  treatment,  are 
excellent  modes  for  removing  all  narrow  notions,  and  local  pre- 
judices. 
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moft  beneficial  intentions,  and  facrifice  public 
utility  to  private  envy  or  malevolence ;  the 
latter,  by  embracing  new  truths,  from  what- 
ever quarter  they  originate,  merit  the  warm- 
eft  eftimation  ;  for  they  endeavour  to  render 
medicine,  what  it  ought  to  be,  the  preferver  or 
reftorer  of  health,  the  moft  valuable  of  all  bleff- 
ings.  Any  attempts,  therefore,  to  preferve  medi- 
cine in  a  ftate  of  torpid  ftagnation,  deferves  the 
fevereft  reprehenfion,  and  all  well-conceived  and 
well-intentioned  efforts  to  add  frefh  vigor  to  the 
prefent  knowledge,  are  worthy  of  attention, 
though  they  may  not  always  anfwer  the  warm 
€xped:ations  of  the  inventor.* 

In  moft  parts  of  thefe  works,  many  new  fenti- 
ments,  and  original  ideas,  are  delivered  with  open- 
nefs  and  freedom:  reafonings  from  the  latcft 
difcoveries  in  phyfiology,  are  introduced  to  illu- 
ftrate  the  dodlrines  on  which  the  practice  of  me- 
dicine is  founded.  What  is  offered,  is  refpedtfullj 
fubmitted  to  the  conlideration  of  the  learned,  ex- 
perienced, 

*  I  have  known  men,  who  are  mere  anatomijls,  decry  the  the- 
ory and  praftic?  of  phyfic,  and  declare  it  ufelefs:  fuch  men 
ftiould  firft  ftudy  and  comprehend  the  utility  of  the  art,  before 
they  pronounce  fo  ignorantly  and  ra(hly  on  what  they  certainly 
do  not  underlland. 
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perienced,  and  candid  in  the  profeflion  :  their  ap- 
probation may  confirm  what  appears  well  founded, 
their  judicious  objedlions  to  whatever  may  be 
thought  defedive,  or  redundant,  will   be  at- 
tended to,  and  refpedtfully  acknowledged ;  but 
as  mofl  of  the  writings  have  been  publifhed 
already,  in  detached  pieces,  and  received,  both  by 
the  public  and  many  learned  of  the  profeffion,  with 
an  approbation  much  beyond  the  author's  expec- 
tations, he  has  availed  himfelf  of  fome  hints  which 
have  been  communicated,  and  exerted  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  render  thefe  works  more  complete. 
What  was  moft  exceptionable  has  been  expunged  ; 
numerous  cafes  and  fadts  of  cures  formerly  intro- 
duced, have  been  excluded,  but  the  elTential  doc- 
trines, on  which  thofe  fuccefsful  practical  truths 
have  been  cftabliflied,  have  been  preferved,  and 
concentrated  in  the  form  of  difiinQ:  treatifes,  and 
all  the  obfervations  colledled  from  experience  are 
added.  Many  of  the  treatifes  have  paiTed  through 
feveral  editions,  and  have  received  repeatedly,  a 
thorough  revilion.    Could  the  Author's  conftant 
engagements  in  the  bufy  fcenes  of  a  very  cxten- 
five  pradice,  have  permitted  more  leifure,  for 
the    produdlion    of   the   prefent    edition  of 
5  the 
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the  former  and  of  the  new  works,  they  would  hnvd 
appeared  more  worthy  of  that  public,  which 
has  hberally  afforded  fuch  a  great  latitude  for 
making  various  obfcrvations  annually,  on  many 
thoufands  of  patients ;  he  has  been  obliged  fre- 
quently to  fnatch  thofe  moments  foj^  reviewing 
thcfe  volumes, which  moft  others  pafs  in  relaxation  : 
therefore,  fome  allowance  will  be  made  by  thofe 
converfant  in  literary  purfuits  for  any  typogra- 
phical or  other  errors,  which  may  appear.  The 
pracftical  duties  of  the.  art  demand  fo  much  time 
and  confideration,  fo  much  adlivity  and  vigilance, 
to  effeftually  encounter  the  different  difficulties  and 
varieties  with  which  medicine  daily '-abounds,  that 
leifure  for  any  other  purpofcs,  can  feldom  be 
obtained  by  phyficians  in  full  pradice. 

As  the  modes  of  reafoning  adopted  by  the 
Author,  in  many  parts  of  thefe  works,  may 
appear  new,  particularly  to  thofe  who  are  not 
accuftomed  to  reafon  logically,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  give  a  Ihort  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  reafonings  are  condudled. 

Mathematical,  geometrical,  mechanical,  and 
many  chemical  hypothefes,  formerly  and  lately 
in  vogue  for  conftruding  the  various  and  vifionary 

theories 
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theories  in  medicine,  in  a  great  meafure,  are 
excluded,  and  fadls,  originating  from  the  evidence 
of  the  fenfes,  'from  ocular  demonftrations,  arc 
exhibited  to  explain  the  caujes  of  difeafes,  and  to 
fearch  for  adequate  remedies  to  remove  thofe 
caufes. 

Firft.  The  anatomical  flrudture  and  phyfio- 
logy  of  the  parts  or  fundions,  are  explained  in 
different  treatifes,  by  conneQed  fads  and  rea- 
fonings,  as  far  as  were  thought  expedient. 

Secondly.  From  the  appearances  after  death, 
the  impediments  and  morbid  afFedions,  that 
had  happened  in  life,  are  attempted  to  be 
afcertained  by  induQivc  reafonings. 

Thirdly.  Propofitions  from  thefe  fources  of 
true  intelligence,  are  formed,  in  man/  inftances, 
both  theoretical  and  pradical. 

Fourthly.  From  confidering  the  origin  and 
magnitude  of  difeafes,  -  explained  by  the  fore- 
going means,  their  ftages,  real  and  probable 
effcdls  in  the  living  human  body,  are  all  the 
prognoftics  difcovered,  and  what  benefits  may 
be  expeded  from  the  art  of  medicine  in  various 
difeafes ;  by  which  facT:s  and  refledions,  rational  ex- 
fa  peQations 
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pedlations  are  encouraged,  and  rafh  boafiings  and 
irrational  promifcs  difcountenanced ;  medicine, 
thus  conceived,  and  pra6lifed,  ftridlly  adheres  to 
reafon  and  truth. 

Fifthly.  By  concentrating  all  the  foregoing 
facts,  and  confidering,  from  long  and  paft  expe- 
rience, the  force,  power,  and  probable  confe- 
quences  of  a  difeafe,  with  its  ftages ;  whether 
it  be  chronic  or  acute ;  the  age,  fex,  ftrength, 
and  conftitution  of  the  individual  alFecfted,  are 
afcertained  the  powers  and  mode  necelTary  for  the 
removal  of  the  caujes  of  difeafe. 

Sixthly.  In  the  eledlion  of  remedies,  thofe  that 
are  important  are  adopted  and  prefcribed,  where 
they  can  be  exhibited  with  fafety  and  rationality 
to  the  patient,  and  palliative  methods  of  treatment 
are  never  propofed,  but  in  cafes  wherein  radical 
cures  cannot  be  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  at- 
tempted. 

Amo:igft  the  great  variety  of  piefcriptions  for 
the  robujl  and  floridy  pale  and  debilitated,  irrita- 
hle  or  more  torpid,  &c.  there  are  few  which  the 
author's  own  experience  has  not  proved  fafe  and 
cfiicacious  in  the  cafes,  and  under  the  circum- 

4.  ftanccs 
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fiances  they  are  recommended  *.  It  has  always 
been  confidered  the  duty  of  a  phyfician,  to  adl  on 
clear  principles  and  with  energy,  or  not  adt,  and 
to  be  always  more  folicitous  to  attack  a  difeafe  by 
efficacious  remedies,  than  to  pleafe  the  patient's 
tafte  at  the  hazard  of  life,  or  the  injury  of  the 
conftitution.  The  ordering  trilling  faline  and 
fweetened  draughts,  when  diforders  demand  the 
moft  decided  and  powerful  pradice,  is  a  difgrace 
to  the  art ;  Jed  eji  modus  in  rehis. 

The  mind  of  a  phyfician  fhould  be  always  di- 
redled,  and  ardently  animated  to  attack  the 
caufes  of  difeafe,  and  be  elevated  fuperior  to  the 
difficulty  medicine  has  to  encounter.  Timidity, 
or  raflinefs,  are  equally  dangerous  in  the  treatment 
of  many  morbid  affedlions  :  the  former  frequently 
lofes  the  faireft  opportunities  of  faving  life  j  the 
latter  is  the  companion  of  ignorance  and  em- 
piricifm. 

Several  expreffions  in  this  preface,  and,  perhaps 
in  different  parts  of  the  work,  may  appear  to  be 

warm 

*  There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  in  the  conftitutions 
of  dififcrent  patients,  fome  abound  with  ferum,  others  with  a 
fuperabundance  of  red  particles  in  the  blood,  which  form  t^e 
pallid  and  florid;  the  fat  fuperabound  with  oil,  the  lean  not.  Will 
any  confined  fyllem  be  adequate  to  this  divcrfity  ? 
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warm  and  too  animated  ;  they  are,  however, the  ef- 
fulions  of  a  mind  ftrongly  attached  to  the  medical 
profellion,  and  determined  to  eradicate,  if  pofTible^ 
fome  prejudices  that  have  long  prevailed.  To 
thofe  who  affirm  that  ihe  truth  is  not  to  be  fpoken  at 
all  timesy  it  might  be  anfwered,  that  in  a  political, 
but  not  in  a  medical  view,  fuch  difingenuous  rc- 
ferve,  in  fome  few  inftances,  may  be  expedient. 
The  fubjedls  on  which  medicine  treats,  are  the 
prefervation  of  health  and  the  life  of  man,  in 
which  humanity  cannot  exhibit  too  much  fincerity. 
If  xkif-  different  objedls  the  author  has  in  view  be 
^but  accomplilhed,  of  which  the  prefent  are  but 
very  fmall  fpecimens  of  his  future  intentions,  many 
profeffional  errors  will  foon  be  aboliflied,  and 
the  improvements  of  experienced  phyficians,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  unmerited  oppofition  from 
interefted  cotcmporaries  or  virulent  competitors, 
will  be  ardently  embraced ;  when  fads,  reafon- 
ing,and  repeated  experience,  fliall  have  eftabliflicd 
their  curative  utility. 

Sai'ille-Ro'W,  Nov.  1 8,  1795* 
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General  methods  of  preventing  female  difeafes,  i — By 
diet,  exercife,  and  proper  attention,  2 — To  prevent  conftipa- 
tion,  &c.  5 — Treatment  of  the  full  and  florid,  pale,  nervous, 
debilitated,  &c.  Opiates  to  be  avoided,    i . 

Of  the  Chlorosis,  or  Green  Sickness,  7. 

Symptonns  and  Caufes-  A  depraved  ftate  of  the  fluids  and  de- 
bility of  the  folids,  8 — How  cured  according  to  diflferent  con- 
ftitutions  and  circumftances,  9 — Formulse  of  prefcriptions  for 
corrcfling  the  vitiated  juices,  and  removing  glandular  ob- 
ftrndtion,  11,  iz — The  florid,  the  pallid,  and  debilitated, 
how  treated — Praftical  admonitions  and  obfervations,  i  j— • 
Bleeding,  chalybeates,  air,  diet — Attention  to  the  mind. 

Anatomical  examinations  after  death. 

0«  Suppressed  Menses,  17. 

Caufcs.  Refiftance  in  the  uterine  veflTels,  and  diminifiied 

force  in  the  heart  and  arterial  fyltem,  &c.  &c.  17 — Symptoms 
attendant,  from  hsemorrhages  or  other  accidental  caufes,  how 
diverfely  to  be  treated,  22 — Pregnancy  to  be  attended  to — 
Bleeding — How  to  prepare  feet-baths,  &c. — In  inflammatory 
fymptoms,  venafeftion ;  but  in  depraved  fluids,  alteratives  ne- 
ceflary — Formula. 

Anatomical  examinations  after  death, 

Vol.  I,  ^  J m moderate 
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Immodnrate  Flo'w  of  MenseSj  24. 

Caufes.  Errors  indict,  exercifes,  pafiionsef  the  mind,  treated 

fepanitcly  Coftivenefs — Inaftive  life  Depraved  blood — 

Rupture  of  uterine  v.fiels,  how  accounted  for — Various — As 
iikewife  modes  of  cure — Prcfcriptions,  and  times  of  applying 
medicines,  &c.  ?9— Abftmeiice  from  drinks. 

The  confequencGs.  Cachexy,  dropfy,  heclic  fever,  or  con- 

fumption,  how  prevented. 

Cure  adapted  to  the  florid  or  pallid — Danger  of  fudden  ftoppage, 
as  coughs,  fpitting  of  blood,  fcirrhns,  and  cancer  of  the  womb 
. — Large  flow  ntceffary  to  fome,  hurtful  to  other  women — 
Diet  neceflary,  nutritious,  but  not  heating  or  ftimulating — 
Prefcriptions  for  different  ranks  and  circumftances — For  the 
tflorid  and  pallid,  &c-— Styptics,  32,  &c. 

Anatomical  examinations  after  death,  26. 

The  danger  of  cauling  death  by  giving  preparations  of  lead,  as 
lately  recomraiended,  27 — Formulas  of  prefcriptions  for  the 
plethoric,  pallid,  nervous,  and  relaxed,  33. 

Single  iiiftances  of  efcapes  or  aires  no  rules  for  general  praflice — 
Opiates  cautioufly  to  be  given — Regimen  and  foods — Tea  and 
all  hot  liquors  improper — Remedies  proper  between  the  pe- 
•riods — Caution  about  cold  bathing. 

Hw  rtreated  when  the  juices  of  tiie  body  are  greatly  vitia- 
ted. . 

Practical  Admonitions,  ^c.   ■  41 

The  quantity  of  liquid  diet  proper,  how  afcertained. 

When  naufea  and  vomiting  accompany  the  evacuation,  whe- 
;ther  vomits  are  ufeful — Danger  of  fuch  a  pradice — What 
is  ufeful  in  one  country,  or  fafe,  may  be  injurious  in 
another. 

Clyfters,  vomits,  and  irritafing  purgatives,  to  be  avoid- 
ed,  •  '    ii. 
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Of  the  Fluor  Albus,  or  Whites. 
Definition— Caufes  and  fynonima— A  tender,  delicate  body 
—Too  much  humidity— Vifcid  diet— Indulgence  in 

bed,  S^c.    ^   43 

Opinions  of  authors  differ  about  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  44. 
The  color  different  according  to  the  habili  of  body,  and 

cure  therefore  to  vary,   ^   ^  45 

Diffedlions  and  appearances  after  death. 

Formulas  of  prefcriptions,   ■    —  4^ 

When  bracers,  evacuants,  or  alteratives,  are  raoft  proper. 
Wlien  injcftions  of  aqua  vegeto-mineralis  and  vitriolic  are 
proper. 

The  different  intentions  of  cure  briefly  explained. 

Admonitions,  a;/^ Practical  Observations. 

The  fuddenly  checking  the  Fluor  Albus  hazardous,  and 
frequently  produftive  of  heftic,  flow  fevers,  cancer  of  the 
womb,  &c.  '  53 

The  neceffity  of  feeing  the  difcharge  before  remedies  are 
adminillered,    '  54 

Objeftions  to  flrong  mercurials,  drafHc  purges,  or  cantha- 
rides,  as  recommended  by  moft  authors ;  the  deflrudivc 
effefts  of  cantharides,  lead,  &c.   

Bath  waters  ufeful. 

Original  caufes  accurately  inveftigated  before  attempts  to  cure. 

Caution  againft  miftaking  the  ulcer  of  the  womb,,  or  blad- 
der, gonorrhoea,  &c.  for  this  difeafe ;  in  what  confifl  the 
fpccific  differences,  ■■  ■  ■ 

^  Treatise  c«/^£'Managemento/"Femal'e  Breasts 
dtir'mg  Lying-in ,  and  federal  New  Observations  on 
Cancerous  Diseases  o/'/;^^' Breast,  Womb,  tifr.  65 

The  Treatment  of  the  milky  Breajl  during  Childbed. 

.Not  to  wait  three  days,  but  to  put  the  child  to  the  breaft 
on  the  firft  day  after  deliver/,  
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Neceffity  of  emptying  the  breafts,  and  keeping  them  from 
filling,  if  the  mother  fuckle  not  her  infant— how  effeftcd,  73 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  Br.  ajis  during  Lying-in. 

On  the  caufe  and  cure  of  the  inflammation,  fwcUed 
breafts,  &c.  ■   

On  the  Management- of  the  Breafts  f  Matter  colka,  and  Ab- 

fcejfes  or  Impofthntnes  be  formed y  72 

Cold  fhiverings  figns  of  matter  forming,  fever — what  reme- 
dies necelTary,   .   „ 

May  be  opened  if  neceffary,  without  the  knife,  by  means 
of  the  concentrated  nitrous  acid,  which  does  not  create 
pain,    .■■  73 

On  HardneJJes  and  cancerous  Tumors. 

Quacks  and  impoftors  boldly  promife  cures,  furgeons  deny 
the  pofTibility — both  erroneous.  Improvements  daily 
making.  Some  furgeons  too  fond  of  the  knife,  which  is 
feldom  fuccefsful,  <    , 

Many  cancerous  tumors  incurable,  but  others  curable  by 
fkilful  management  and  the  new  methods  here  introduced,  76 

Three  prefcriptions  for  thofe  purpofes,  -.   7^ 

On  the  Indurations  of  the  Breafts,  that  happen from  •various 

Caifes, 

The  mode  of  treatment  generally  adopted,  cruel:  thefe 
complaints  to  be  left  in  quiet,  if  the  internal  remedies  do 
not  fucceed,     ■  78 

The  moft  judicious  methods  of  treatment  may  fail,  but  all 
feverity  increafes  the  diforder,   

Of  Indurations  of  the  Breafts, .  called  thefcirrhus,  or  occult 

Cancer,  80 

Happen  between  the  ages  of  36  and  60,  — —  ib. 

The 
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The  firft  fpecies,  varices  of  the  veins,  thefe  curable.  The 
fecond  fpecies,  the  former  joined  with  difea  'ed  lympha- 
tics, this  more  difficult  of  cur  .  'I  he  thiru  ipccies,  a 
ftony  hardnefs,  and  when  painful,  the  true  occult  cancer, 
the  veflels  obftruded,  and  the  adeps  hardened,   

Treatment  of  the  firft  Ipecies,  — <  — 

Prefcriptions,  Sec. 

Mercury,  alone,  injurious,    ■ 

Opium,  hemlock,  and  all  narcotics,  improper,  if  the  radi- 
cal cure  be  attempted,   •   — 

Various  fuperftitious  and  ridiculous  remedies  that  have 
been  ufed,  as  veal,  fpiitle,  plafter,  corn  of  a  horfe,  pota- 
toes, vervain,  exorcifna.  Sec.  8cc.   

The  patients  catch,  like  drowning  men,  at  a  ftraw,  and 
often  haften  their  death. 

On  the  confirmed  internal  Cancer, 

In  which  the  fluids  and  adeps  are  all  coagulated,  attended 
with  acute  pains.  Veins  fometimes,  but  not  always  va- 
ricous,     

On  the  Operation  for  cancerous  Tumors ^ 

Reafons  why  the  operation  fhould  very  feldom  be  per- 
formed, as  the  fuccefs  is  very  doubtful,  and  often  ren- 
ders the  patient  more  raiferable,  » ■ ' 

On  the  Confequences  of  Scirrhus  of  the  Breafis,  'when  unafpfled 
by  Medicine,  or  under  furgical  ir  fnedical  Ajjiflance,   

Internal  treatment  moft  eligible.  Some  general  inferences 
on  the  attempts  to  cure  cancers,   

Not  cancers  when  happening  from  milk,  or  early  in  life — 
impofitions  manifefted. 

Comparative  view  oF  both  methods. 

Cure  of  a  cancer  of  the  tefticle  condemned  to  the  operation. 


Vi  CONSPICTUS. 

On  the  Management  of  the  cancerous  Ulcer,  or  mamfcfl  Cancer 

of  the  Breaji. 

I.  The  commencement.  2.  The  augmented  or  feparating 
fiage.  ,  3.  The  putrid  abibrbing  ftage.— Remedies  on 
my  new  pjan  of  treatment,  with  various  forms  of  pre- 
fcriptions,     .  __>«  109 

On  the  Scirrhus  arid  Cancer  of  the  Womb. 

Three  ftages,  the  fcirrhous,  the  ulcerous,  and  putrid  fepa- 
rating ftage  ;  treatment  of  each. 

In  which  are  confidered  the  nature  of  the  diforder  and  dif- 
ferent fpecies,  caufes,  prognoftic,  attempts  to  cure  by  im- 
proved methods,  &c.      in 

Hemlock,  nightfhade,  &c.  ufelefs  in  the  radical  cure. — I 
liave  examined  tliis  fubjedl  at  Vienna,  and  at  moft  of  the 
liofpitals  in  Europe. 

Oa  the  Scirrhus  and  Ulcers  of  the  Womhy  ^c.  1 27 

Remedies  more  efficacious  and  rational ;  though  thefe  be 
not  always  fuccefsful,  yet  ftiould  be  tried. 

Supervening  Sjmptoms  in  ca?icerous  Difeafes  of  the  Womb,  i^^ 

Suppreffion  of  urine, 

Coftivencfs, 

!Naufea  and  vomiting, 

Pu.gings, 

Putrid  difcharge. 

Violent  pains, 

Floodings, 

Hiccups, 

Comatofe  fymptoms. 

On  Pretenders  to  Secrets  in  the  Cure  of  Cancers.  146 

Their  daring  and  ignorant  promifcs ;  they  call  other  dif- 
crders  cancers. 

Patients 


CONSPECTUS.  vii 

Patients  moft  partial  to  thofewho  promife  inoft,  and  do 

them  moft  injury, 
How  to  examine  a  pretender  to  noftruras,  by  which  his 

knowledge  may  be  difcovered. 
Inferences  and  advice  on  the  different  cancerous  affections. 
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On  the  cancerous  Affeflions  of  other  Parts, 

EyelidSj 

Fauces, 

Ear, 

Tongue, 

Nofe, 

Axilla, 

Lips, 

Groins, 

Gums, 

Genital  parts. 

Tonfil  glands. 

Reftum, 

Mouth, 

Anus,  &c. 

Some  of  thefe  cafes  curable  by  the  means  recommended ; 

others  incurable,  '  —   from:  163  to  the  mi. 

General  view  of  ancient  and  modern  remedies  for  cancers,  1 73 
Two  letters  addrefTed  to  Dr,  William  Hunter,  on  the  dange- 
rous tendency  of  medical  pride  and  vanity,  with  a  re^. 
markable  cure  of  a  cancer  of  the  womb,  after  the  difor- 
der  was  declared  incurable  by  many  phyficiana^  with 
the  remedies  prefcribed. 

Hysteric  Passion. 

Divided  into  the  flatulent  or  windy,  convulfiye  or  apo- 
pleftic,      289 

Symptoms  and  their  variety,  &c.  in  thehyfteric,    250 

Caufes.-— — Senfibility  of  mind  and  delicacy  of  body — Paf- 
lions — Retentions,  &c. — Inverted  periftaltic  motion  of 
the  inteftines,  ftomach,  and  cefophagus,    294, 

The  reafons  of  fymptoms.  Air  retained — Its  preffure 

againft  the  larynx,  &c. — Difficulty  of  fvvallovving,  caufe,  295 

Effects  of  diftentions,  with  wind  in  the  oelbphagus  and  fto- 
mach, inteftines,  &c.  arteries,  veins,  thoracic  dud,  and 
lymphatics  comprefTed,         -  . ....  .  .  .  -  296 

The 
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The  hepatic  fyftem  of  blood-veffels  concerned  producing 
coiigeitions  in  all  the  <vifcera  abdominis,    z<^% 

Vitiated  blood  from  morbid  abdominal  vifcera  produce  a 
vitiated  fecretion  of  bile,       ■  299 

Depraved  bile  vitiates  the  chyle,  and  the  chyle  the  blood; 
hence  acrimonious  fluids  and  difcafed  folids,    300 

Depraved  fluids  adl  on  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  then  the  mind 
and  body  become  ihc  reciprocal  caufes  and  effefts,  &c. 

General  thoughts  on  convulfujns,  •  301 

Compreflion  of  the  nerves  produces  palfy. 

Animal  heat  dependent  on  arterial  adion. 

Nervous  principle  continuing  in  mufcles  after  death,  302 

In  h)  fteric  and  nervous  complaints  the  par  'vagum  and  in- 
tcrcoftal  nerve.s  particularly  afFeded,  ■  ih» 

The  nervous  confent  of  parts  account  for  many  nervous 
fymptoms,  as  palpitations  of  the  heart,  difiiculty  of 
breathing,  hiccups,  &c.    ,  303 

The  moft  fufceptible  minds  the  moft  afflifted  with  nervous 
afFeflions;  thofe  who  are  torpid,  or  poflefs  little  feeling, 
rarely  labor  under  nervous  complaints,    ib. 

The  nervous  fymptoms  arife  from  certain  flates  of  the 
blood,  or  aerial  fluids  afting  on  the  nervous  fyftem  as 
ftimuli,      304 

Paflions  of  the  mind  and  human  charafter  much  dependent 
on  the  ftate  of  the  blood,      ih. 

The  phyfiognomy  conveys  much  intelligence  of  human 
charafter  and  conftitution  to  penetrating  phyficians. 

Individual  application  of  medicine  fuperior  to  purfuing  ge- 
neral rules  of  curing,      'b- 

An  alertnefs  is  acquired  in  prefcribing  for  the  fick,  by  long 
experience,  repeated  reflexion,  and  extenfive  praclice, 
which  no  books  nor  written  precepts  can  communicate,  ih» 

Convulfive  diforders  transferable,  through  agitated  minds, 
from  one  female  patient  to  another;  curious  inftances 
from  Baglivi,  Whytt,  Boerhaave,  and  the  raagnetifm  at 

Paris,  while  the  author  was  there  in  1784,  &c.  305 

Prognojis 
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Pro^iiojis  of  the  hyfieric  paflion,  drawn  from  the  magnitude 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  conftitution  of  patients,       —  306 

The  flatttloit  hyfteric  paffion  feldom  diangerous,        —  308 

The  convuljtve  more  difficult  of  cure>    ii. 

Thofe  who  command  their  minds  eafieft  curable ;  the  dif- 
order  reproducible  by  mental  afFefiions,   •  ib. 

The  art  of  phyfic  not  cenfurable  for  failing  in  the  cure  of 
paffions  of  the  mind,  — —  — —  309 

The  ftertorofe,  or  apopleB'ic  hyfieric  pajjiojt,  more  ferious 
and  dangerous,     ib. 

The  effefts  of  hyfteric  diforders  explained  by  numerous 

after  death,    •   ^  310 

Stagnations  of  all  the  venal  fyftem  that  communicate  with 
the  vena  portas;  the  thoracical  and  abdominal  vifcera 
found  varioufly  difeafed,  as  the  omentum,  mefentery,  in- 
teftines,  fpleen,  pancreas,  uterus,  ovaria,  and  even  the 
ftomach  has  been  forced  from  its  fituation,  — —  ih* 

Thefe  appearances  not  the  caufes,  but  the  effeds  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  often  caufes  of  death,    3 1 1 

The  preventing  thofe  effeds  ftiould  be  a  principal  objeft  in 
treating  nervous  patients,   •  3 1 1 

Phyficians  have  more  attended  to  the  mere  palliation  of 
nervous  complaints,  than  to  attempt  their  entire  removal,  314 

Much  eafier  cured  when  recent  than  when  of  long  conti- 
nuance, becaufe  in  the  former  the  vifcera  may  be  found, 
in  the  latter  unfound,   ^    3:5' 

When  arifing  from  afFeftions  of  the  body  much  eafier  cured 
than  when  originating  in  the  mind,   '■ —  316 

The  curative  indications  are  to  palliate  fymptoms,  remove 
caufes,  and  prevent  congeftions  in  the  vifcera,  — —  ib» 

The  alleviation  of  the  windy  hyfteric  paffion*  by  changing 
the  inverted  periftaltic  motions  of  the  inteftines,  fto- 
mach, and  cefophagus,  &c.  in  faintings,    317 

Prefer!  ptions,  entmata. 

How  to  treat  the  convulfed  hyfteric  paffion ;  bleeding  when 

rec^uifuc  ;  how  the  fit  has  proved  fatal,        .   319 

i  In 
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In  languid,  pale  habits,  bleeding  improper. 

In  the  apoplectic,  or  ftertorofe  hyfteric  paflion  bleeding 
commonly  neceffary,  fcEtids,  cathartics,  or  laxatives,  —  320 

Drinks  of  all  forts  to  be  fparing'y  admitted,  left  the  veffels 
continue  diftended,      321 

Perfpiration,  and  alvine  feces  to  be  promoted,    ib. 

Thefe  methods  necelTary  during  or  near  the  hyfteric  fit,  but 
muft  be  varied  according  to  individual  circuraftances  and 
habits.  Sec.   ■   .  >  il. 

Bleeding  more  proper  to  the  irafcible  and  plethoric,  than  to 
the  melancholic  or  defponding,    ib. 

The  indications  for  obtaining  a  radical  cure  are.  To  deter- 
mine conftantly  the  fuperabundant  air  downwards,  by 
aloetics,  carminatives,  and  foetids,    ib. 

By  diminifhing  the  quantity  of  air,  and  preventing  ellervef- 
cences,  by  avoiding  vegetables  of  the  green  or  fallad 
kind,  fweetened  food,  beans,  peafe,  &c.   ■  ih. 

Lean  meats  affording  nourilhment.  and  fuch  drinks  as  oc- 
cafion  little  fermentation,  neceffary.  The  patient's  feel- 
ings and  inclinations  to  be  confidered.  Spirits  and  water 
check  fermentation,  but  hinder  nutrition.  Old  hock. 
Seltzer  water,  London  porter,  proper,    322 

Abftinence  from  all  relaxing  drinks  recommended. 

Mild  chalybeates  and  vitriolic  preparations  proper.  See  re- 
medies No,  2  to  10,  No.  26  and  27.  Many  nervous 
patients  cannot  bear  bracers,  their  ftoraachs  not  being 
well  defended  by  mucus,  and  the  gaftric  nerves  very  irri- 
table. 

Lime  water  a  correflor  of  fixed  air. 

The  impervioufnefs  of  the  lafleal  veffels  on  the  furface  of 
the  fmall  inteftines  to  be  removed,  whether  from  infpif- 
fated  mucus,  an  atonia  of  their  abforbing  powers,  &c. 
Detergent  cathartics,  chalybeates,   or  metallic  altera- 
tives, when  to  be  prefcribed,  cautioully,    324 

In  what  conftitutions  the  foregoing  caufes  feparately  exift. 

Vitiated 
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Vitiated  chyle  and  a-  contraftion  of  the  mouths  of  the  luhnli 
of  the  chyliferous  veflels,  how  removable.  Emotions  of 
the  mind  counterading  medical  prefcriptlons. 

Leannefs  or  corpukncey  of  body  not  dependant  on  the  food 
eaten,  but  on  the  attraftion  of  foods,  aflimilation  and 
retention,  or  evacuation,  or  excretion  of  the  nutritive 
particles,  iiluttrated  by  lean  prrfons  being  much  greater 
eaters  in  general  than  the  corpulent. 

Di^erence  between  the  Duich  and  French.  Guffory  re- 
marks on  the  diffeience  of  national  charafter,  — —  327 

The  bile  being  frequently  v'.tiated,  the  excrements  (hould 
be  examined.  Conclufions  drawn  from  appearances,  and 
remedies. 

Bile  ill  fecreted  in  the  liver,  or  too  long  retained  in  the  gall 
bladder,  lofes  its  detergent  and  other  qualities,  produces 
coftivenefs,  &-C.  how  remedied,    328 

Black  bile  generates  a  great  quantity  of  mephitic  air. 
Herdthy  chyle  not  piocurable  when  the  bile  is  vitiated,  —  329 

The  curative  changes  xlcpend  on  removing  congeftions,  oh- 
firudions,  or  fcirrhofities  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  as 
the  liver,  fpleen,  and  their  dependant  veflels,  mefcntery, 
&c.  and  changing  the  vitiated  acrimonious  flate  of  the 
blood  brought  to  the  'vena  portarum. 

Such  modes  may  radically  cure  nervous  hyfteric  cafes,  but 
lefs  will  only  prove  a  palliation  of  fymptoms.  If  the 
powers  of  the  conflitution  fliould  not  co-operate  with 
medicines,  cures  need  not  be  expefted.  Scirrhofitics  of 
the  vifcera,  glands,  &c.  need  only  be  exppfted  from  a 
long-continued  ufe  of  mineral  alteratives;  but  not  always 
eligible,     

Mercary  and  antimony  can  be  given  in  fmall  dofes,  repeated 
for  many  months,  with  great  fuccefs.  The  prefcrip- 
tions,  No.  51,  52,  53,  ^g^^^g  gj^,^^ 

as  forms  for  prefcribing  mineral  alteratives  with  nervine 
remedies,  &c.  .  .   
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In  obftrudtion  from  relaxation^  chalybeates  ufeful  with  dtf- 
obftruent  laxatives,   .  . 

Caufes  of  tumefaftions  in  lymphatic  veffels  and  glands,  Sec. 
Lymphatics  convey  poifons  fometimes,  and  likewifc  re- 
medies, into  the  human  body,   336 

Thefe  plans  of  cure  drawn  from  viewing  the  effefts  of  hyf- 
teric  and  nervous  difeafes  after  death,  not  from  imagi- 
nary conceits,  or  delufive  hypothefes. 

Symptoms  to  be  mitigated  by  the  common  remedies  during 
the  adminiftration  of  metallic  alteratives. 

KJhortuunx)  of  the  general  treatment  of  nervous  and  hyfteric 
complaints,  which  explains  the  capfes  of  the  ill-fuccefs  of 
the  common  medical  practice,      338 

After  obftrudion  is  removed,  and  the  acrimony  of  the 
blood  rendered  mild,  chalybeates  and  tpnics  are  often 
pfeful.  Prefcriptions  No.  60,  61.  Air,  exercife,  and 
amufements  very  important,  —.   341 

Alterative  remedies  not  neceffary  iti  recent  or  flight  cafes, 
but  in  nervous  diforders  of  long  duration;  difeafes  to  be 
conqycred  by  remedies  rnore  powerful  than  the  morbid 
oppoftng  powers.  Many  flight  cafes  cured  by  tonics  and 
antifpafmodics  in  great  debility,  &c.  fee  prefcriptions 
No..  6z,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68,69,79,71,  72,73. 
Serenity  of  mind,  above  all  things,  neceflary.  ffyfteric 
affeftions,  arifing  from  chlorofis,  fluor  albus,  a  retention  - 
or  immoderate  catamenia,  to  be  cured  by  removing  pri-; 
mary  caufes,  ■    —  3^,2 

Z>/f/  of  neiwous  patients  to  be  of  the  nutritious  kind,  eafy  of 
digeftion,   ■   — — ;   344 

(jteens,  fallads,  and  leguminous  foods,  as  beans,  peafe,  &c. 
to  be  avoided,  as  produtiive  of  flatulency  ;  animal  food, 
therefore,  fuperior  to  vegetable,    345' 

Qbjeftionb  agaii  ft  jellit.s,  &c.  punch,  lemonade,  and  tea, 
improper,  as  likewife  all  watery  relaxing  drinks. 

SmaH 
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Small  beer,  and  ale  forbid ;  porhr,  in  moderation,  ufeful. 
Clear  dry  air  preferable  to  muift.  Exercife  and  amufe^ 
ments  ufeful.  Sleep  to  be  indulged,  but  never  folicited 
by  opiates. 

Secretions  and  excretions  to  be  gently  promoted,  and  the 
mind  to  be  calmed.  The  miferable  fenfations  felt  by  the 
nervous  from  indifpofition  of  body,  the  caufe  of  irafci- 
bility  or  peevifhnefs.  •  Praflical  cautions,  admonitions, 
and  obfervations :  nervous  diforders  allunie  the  appear- 
ances of  almoft  ever)  diforder,  in  the  head,  thorax,  ab- 
domen, and  extremities;  if  miftaken,  dangerous,     —  34.8 

yomiihig  objedted  to,  as  too  coarfe  a  remedy ;  the  naufea 
molt  commonly  arising  from  fympathjr  does  not  require 
vomits,    3^9 

^ilious  complaints  injudicioufly  treated,  reafons  why.  Vo- 
mits adminiftered  in  the  times  of  ignorance  to  the  bi- 
lious, but  ftill  continued,  though  contrar/  to  all  rational, 
anatomical,  and  phyfiolo^ical  principles. 

Bile  never  in  the  ftomach  naturally,  but  forced  there  by 
naufea  ot  'vo?niting.  Offices  of  the  bile  in  the  duodenum, 
how  perverted  by  vomits. 

Pile  never  in  the  ftomach  but  by  an  inverfion  of  the  a6tions 
of  the  duodenum  and  pylorus;  fliould  always  be  carried 
downwards,  if  poffible,  or  prevented  from  accumulating,  3 50 

$ile  and  other  matter  brought  into  the  ftomach  by  vomits; 
but  ignorance  fuppofes  what  is  thrown  off  was  the  caufe 
of  the  fjcknefs,  whereas  it  is  the  mere  effed  of  vomiting. 

How  the  bile  fhould  always  be  promoted  downwards,  by 
which  the  violence  of  vomiting  is  avoided.  Rough 
methods  never  neceffary  when  curative  intentions  can  be 
anfwcred  by  mild.  Vomits,  by  forcing  a  quantity  of 
blood  to  the  veflels  of  the  brain,  have  proved  fatal.  In- 
ftanceof  a  young  man,  who,  by  the  force  of  vomiting, 
drove  the  ftomach  from  its  natural  fituation  into  the  cheft, 
which  proved  fatal ;  with  appearances  after  death,  on 

opening 
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opening  thebddy  in  the  prefence  of  tvfo  furgeons.  Caufe 

of  his  fudden  death,  &c.    ^jr 

Vomits,  therefore,  to  all  nervous  and  debilitated  patients 
ftiouid  be  cautioufly  prefcribed,  or  wholly  o.-nitted. 

Camphor  and  valerian  lefs  heating  than  tlie  fetid  gums ;  in 
what  conftitutions  both  are  proper. 

In  the  convcilfive  hyfteric  fit  bleeding  to  be  prefcribed  to  the 

^  plethoric  and  florid,  but  not  to  the  pallid  and  debili- 
tated,  •   

In  difEciilty  of  breathing,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  and 
pains  in  the  cheli:,  volatile  liniments,  oteum  anifi,  or 
oleum  terehinthiiia ,  to  be  ufed  before  bleeding.  Oleum 
anifi  and  tindura  rhd,  expellers  of  wind.  Different  an- 
tlfpafmodics  proper  for  different  habits. 

A  lovj  pvlj'e  often  a  grsat  reafon  for  free  bleeding.  A  l<yw 
pilje,  from  obftruclion  in  the  heart  or  large  velTels, 
lungs,  or  compreflion  on  the  cerebellum. 

Local  hidings  of  the  utn-oft  utility,  and  why  to  be  pre- 
ferred in  the  apoplexy,  'mc.  Arguments:  gradual  deple- 
tion not  equal  to  the  forte  6f  fudden  attacks  of  the  apo- 
plexy, where  the  heart  forces  the  blood  violently  and 
fuddenly  to  the  head.  An  immediate  remedy  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  a  Jloiu  one  in  all  cafes  of  exigency. 

A  rupture  of  the  blood  veffels  of  the  brain  to  be  appre- 
hended, which  commonly  kills  the  patient :  its  prevention 
by  liberally  emptying  the  veffels,  the  only  remedy:  from 
the  author's  own  knowledge  has  frequently  preferved 
life.  No  time  tt>  be  loft  in  flow  deliberation;  for  in 
flow,  dubitaiive  confultations,  the  patient's  life  is  not 
unfr€qoently  lofi. 

Thefubjed  illuftrated  by  attempting  the  fiilvation  of  a  man 
likely  to  be  drowned.  Whether  a  remote  or  immediate 
method  of  preferving  life  be  moft  eligible.  Davgemts 
error  excludes  bleeding  in  many  cafes  of  apoplexy,  while 
reafcning  and  fuccefsful  experience  determine  its  utility. 

The 
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The  c^fe  farther  illufttated  by  comparing  the  overflowing 
of  a  river  to  the  blood  forced  into  the  head,  &c.  Many 
cafes  inphyfic  require  quick  determinat:on  and  rapid  ex- 
ecution, where  flow  dulnefs  would  fail,  particularly  in 
apoplexy. 

Difference,  however,  between  the  fanguineour  and  fcrous 
apoplexy,  between  plethora,  and  inanition,  &c.  how  dif- 
tinguifhable.  In  what  cafes  bleeding  is  moft  requifite  to 
prevent  the  coagulation  of  blood  in  the  veins.  ' 

Inftances  of  the  fuccefs  of  prompt  bleedings;  cafes,  however, 
in  which  bleeding  may  be  avoided,  ,  360 

In  recent  nervous  attack?,  light  laxatives  and  antifpafmodics 
fucceed.  In  more  nervous  cafes  of  longer  continuance, 
tonics.  When  the  diforder  has  ravaged  many  ycrirs, 
mineral  alteratives  to  be  prefcribed,  and  long  continued, 
to  remove  vifceral,  laifleal,  and  glandular  obftrudion,  365 

Frefcriptions  oi alurati'ves.  No.  74,  75,  76,  77.  Others  to 
be  invented  according  to  circumftances. 

Cofti'venefs  always  to  be  prevented,  not  by  /alts,  which  are 
improper  for  the  nervous,  bat  by  bitter  ftomachic  laxatives. 
Mental  affeftions  often  curable  by  fympathiling  compaf- 
fionate  friends,  and  obtunded  by  fetids,  antifpafmo- 
dics, &c. 

Air,  exercife,  and  amafements,  greatly  affift  medicine. 
All  diftrefling  objefls  to  be  avoided.  Nervous  diforders, 
though  often  clear  of  immediate  danger,  are  more  dif- 
treffing  to  the  fulFerer  than  the  mofl,  acute  difeafes ;  there- 
fore merit  the  greateft  compaffion,   365 

Effefts  of  fympathy  on  feeing  convulfions,  remarkable 
inftances,  and  how  produced.  Inftances  of  inge- 
nious impoftors  in  all  ages,  and  credulity  in  tlie  multi- 
tude,     366 

Sympathy  has  produced  convulfions  amongft  the  volatile 
French,  the  folemn  Dutch,  and  amongft  the  Englifh,  8cc.  368 

Force  of  imagination  at  terrible  fights,  &c. 

Nervous 
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Nervous  patients  fickle,  diffident,  and  impatient:  where  thd 
patient  has  not  faith  or  confidence  in  the  phyfician,  no 
cure  will  happen,      j^c* 

The  nervous  confent  of  parts  to  be  accounted  for  :  medicine 
not  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  nervous  diforders. 

Obfervations  on  the  ignorance  of  the  ancients  in  nervous 
complaints. 

Neither  much  readings  claflical  learning,  nor  meditation, 
\    can  form  a  phyfician,   without  immenfe  experience,  a 
happy  genius,  and  found  natural  as  well  as  acquired 
judgment  to  apply  remedies  judicioufly,    372 

Various  Symptoms  accompanying  ner'vous  Complaints. 

A  dry  Jkini  from  obftrufted  pores,  from  a  diminution  in 
the  contradile  arterial  powers,  from  other  profufe  eva- 
cuations; how  remedied,  —  — — •  373 

Frofufc  fweating,  or  increafed perfpirationy  from  heftic  fever, 
acrimony,  laxity ;  how  cured,  — *  374 

Wind,  or  flaUilency  in  the  Jiornach,  Remarks  on  the  elafticity 
and  expanfion  of  air,  its  caufes,  and  effects,  in  the  llo- 
mach,  — —      37J 

Accumulation  owing  to  efFervefcence  or  fermentation,  and 
an  impervioufnefs  of  the  minute  vafcular  fyftem  on  the 
furface  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  &c. 

Leguminous  food,  ixxxm,  and  vegetables,  produftive  of  fla- 
tulency ;  therefore  improper  for  weak  nervous  ftomachs. 
Dilleclions  and  appearances  after  death,  &c.  Remedies 
for  flatulency. 

Hiccups  depend  on  the  aftion  of  the  diaphragm,  &-c.  and 
irritation  of  the  oefophagus,  fl:omach,  &c.  Cure  of  fla- 
tulency or  wind,      278 

Stricture  of  the  cefophagiis-,  or  gullet,  often  threatening  fufFo- 
cation  by  comprelfing  the  windpipe  and  large  returning 
blood  vefl"els;  how  relieved,  whether  from  wind  or 
fpafms,  &c.'  The  ftomach  has  been  forced  out  of  its 
feat,  Ihev/n  by  the  anatomical  dilTedtions,  &c.  — —  380 
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TThe  cardialgia,  or  'hcarthum,  from  acidity,  rancid  acri- 
mony, &c.  Anatomical  diffeftions  after  death  fliew 
various  caufes,  •    3°^ 

Voracious  appetite,  from  a  (harp  humor,  other  caufes ;  ex- 
amples of  men  eating  forty  pounds  at  a  meal,  &c.  Anato- 
mical examinations  after  death,    382 

j^o;.;„^_anthelmintics>  alkaline  falts  to   diflodge  them 

from  the  inteftinal  mucus  and  coats,  borax,  &c.  386 

Depraved  appetite,  inftances  —  caufes  and  cure.  Crainps 
in  the  fiomach  —  caufes  various,  from  acrimony,  gout, 
rheumatifm,  and  various  Jiimuli.  An  extraordinary 
cafe. 

Cure  of  cramps  in  the  fiomach  by  remedies  and  diet,  388 
Prefcriptions,  No.  78,  79,  &c. 

When  a  mineral  alterative  courfe  is  necefliiry,  prefcrip- 
tion.  No.  80.  Palliatives  fometimes  necelTary,  but 
opium  fometiftics  injurious ;  yet  in  fome  inftances,  ne- 
cefTaty.' 

Phlegm,  or  nvater  rijiug  in  the  fiomach,  caufes,  from  the 
relaxation  of  the  exhalents  in  the  ftomach,  from  pancrea- 
tic juce,  &c.    Cure,      393 

Naufea  or  ficknc/s,  from  acidity,  flatus,  bile,  from  fjm- 
pathetic  confent  of  parts.  Vomits  dangerous  and  un- 
necelTary ;  are  often  contra-indicated  if  th6  vifcera  be 
difeafed,  &;c.  — > —    '   39^ 

The  offending  matter  to  be  propelled,  if  pofiible,  through 
the  inteftinal  canid  by  gentle  ftomachic  laxatives,  &c. 

Vomiting,  idiopathic  01  Symptomatic,  andi  various;  thirty- four 
caufes  enumerated,  therefore  requiring  various  modes  of 
treatment,  according  to  the  exciting  caufes.  Extraordi- 
nary cafe  of  a  child  rejcding  its  food,  with  continual 
convulfions.    Appearances  after  death,  395 

Bile,  or  fluids  from  the  cxhalent  arteries,  irritating.  Ef- 
fefts  of  bile  in  hot  climates     .  399 

Cure  of  nervous  vomiting.  Prefcriptions,  No.  78,  vola- 
VoL.  I.  c  tiJe 
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ladle  faline  draughfi,  79  ;  with  rhubarb,  80.  Anato- 
mical examinations  after  death. 

In  chr6nical  difeafes  of  the  vifcera,  vomits  contra-indi- 
cated ;  in  few  or  no  cafes  vomits  proper. 

Bile  in  the Jlimach,  yello'w  bile,  black  bile,  from  what  caufes 
arifing,  and  cure.    Coftivenefs  to  be  prevented,  403 

Witid  in  the  Jiomach  ajid  /mall  intejiines,  how  known  and 
cured.  Wind  in  the  large  inteftines.  Cojlivene/s  origi- 
nating from  many  caufes,  which  are  to  be  well  con- 
fidered  before  prefcribing,     ■  404. 

Tumors  and  other  difeafes  of  tlie  vifcera,  obftrufted  bi- 
liary dudls,  fpafms,  debility,  drynefs  of  the  inteftines, 
inert  bile,  infpiflated  mucus,  paralyfis  from  afFcftions 
of  the  womb,  ftone,  gravel,  from  lead,  opiates,  &c. 
Difledions  after  death. 

Bilious  excrement,  from  an  overabundance  of  bile,  from 
wind,  increafed  fecretion  by  anger,  &c.,  'to  be  pro- 
moted downwards.    Serenity  of  mind  recommended,  409 

Black  excrement  or  faces,  from  ill-fecreted  bile,  or  its 
long  retention  in  the  gall  bladder,  produces  coftive- 
nefs by  its  inadiivity ;  how  removed,  whether  the  caufe 
be  in  the  liver,  or  bile  duds,  or  effufed  blood  in  the 
ftomach.       410 

Pale- colored  argillaceous  excrements,  a  common  fyroptom 
of  the  jaundice,  from  obftrufted  bile  duds,  difeafed 
liver;  its  abforption  into  the  fanguiferous  fyftem  in- 
ftead  of  the  gall  bladder,  &c.  Gall  ftones.  Sec.  Cure 
by  faponaceous  remedies,  laxatives,  &c.  Acids  im- 
properly prefcribed.  Vernal  herbage  recommended  by 
Boerhaave,  — —  — —  412 

Purgings,  from  ftimuli,  irritability  of  the  inteftines,  not 
to  be  haftlly  checked  before  the  caufes  are  removed, 
nor  pain  incautloufly  mitigated  by  opiates.  Ipecacu- 
anha difagreeablc  to  the  nervous.    Bile  to  be  evacuated 

4  or 
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orcorred^ed,  or  from  debility,  how  treated.  Antifpaf- 
modics  remove  nervous  cholics,  — —  414 

Ner'vous  tabes,  or  luafting,  caufes  of  bodily  confumption 
various,  ulcerated  lungs,  chronic  difeafes  of  the  vifccra, 
profufe  evacuations,  haemorrhages,  obftrufted  mefenteric 
glands,  all  require  different  modes  of  cure,  41-7 

The  nervous  confumption  commonly  owing  to  mental  per- 
turbation, &c.  Cure. 

Nervous  cholic,  caufe,  fixed,  or  other  air  vellicating  the  coats 
of  the  inteftines.    Cure  fimilar  to  flatulency,  4I9 

Worms,  various  fpecies,  caufes,  fymptoms,  effefts,  adhere 
like  leeches  to  the  coats  of  the  inteftines,  drawing  nouriSi- 
ment  from  the  body,    '    420 

Cure  confifts  in  diflodging  them  from  their  holds  on  the 
villous  inteftinal  coat. 

Detergers  neceffary,  of  alkaline  falts,  &c.,  but  not  too 
ftrong;  other  remedies ;  aloetic  clyfters. 

Prefcriptions  againft  worms.  No.  81,  82,  83,  84,  85. 

The  prefcription  of  the  famous  fecret  worm  powder, 
which  was  in  the  highcft  eftimation,  prefcription  No. 
86. 

Hemorrhoids  or  piles,  from  varices,  abrafion  of  the  mucus, 
excoriations,  com.prefllons  of  the  iliac  veffels,excrefccnces. 
Cure  various,  — —    426 

Emollients,  laxatives,  tepid  baths,  aftringent  lotions,  their 
ufes ;  a  liniment. 

Bleeding  piles,  or  blind  piles,  |iloetics  and  ftimulating 
purges  to  be  avoided, 

Prolap/us  ani,  or  defcent  of  the  re£lum- 

Caufes  —  Hardened  excrements,  coftivenefs,  depravation 
of  the  adeps,  &c.,  obftruflion  of  returning  veins  by 
the  ftridiure  of  the  fphinfter  mufcle.    Cure,  and  i!;s 

difficulty 
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difficulty.     How  to  prevent  gangrene  in  dangerous 
cafes. 

Prefcription,  No.  87,  opiates  to  be  avoided. 
Different  modes  of  cure  neceffary. 

Spafmodic  JiriHure  of  the  Madder, 

Caufes  various,  fhewn  by  diirc(fiions  after  death;  the  cure 
of  courfe  ought  to  be  widely  different,  — 

Jn'voluntarj  emijjion  of  ur'me,  - 
From  various  caufes ;  the  cure. 

Fains  in  the  'womh. 
Often  miftaken  for  other  difeafes ;  how  diftinguifhable,  438 

Pains  from  efforts  to  menjiruaie. 
How  treated,         •  —  435 

Tains  from  contraElioii  to  force  off  coagula. 
To  be  treated  according  to  circumftances. 

Falling  do'W7i  of  the  uterus  or  nuomb, 

Effefls— Naufea,  faintings,  debility,  &c.    Anatomical  ex- 
aminations after  death,  —  —  443 
Cure  by  tonics,  &c.   Caution  about  cold  bathing. 

Pains  in  the  fore  part  of  the  head,  -  44^ 

Caufes — Cautions  againft  diluting  liquors  in  nervous  head- 
achs 

Cure — If  from  acrimony  or  gout,  &c.,  how  curable. 

Fains  in  the  back  part  of  the  head       -  44^ 

Arife  from  various  caufes,  and  more  alarming  than  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  head.    From  perturbations  of  the 

niind. 
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niind,  diftention  of  veffels  enlarging  the  fize  of  the 
brain,  and  preffing  againft  its  bony  cavity  —  from 
ftudy,  &C. 

Caujes  of  its  continuance  producing  languor,  depreffion  of 

fi'  rits,  apoplexy,  palfy. 
Ext  aftion  of  blood  proper. 

Evacuations  and  abftinence  from  liquids.  Incovgruiiy  of 
the  common  praftice  explained,  of  emptying  and  filling  at 
the  fame  moment. 

Jlepeared  bleeding  and  the  rigid  Jiaruation  fchemes  in 
heftical  and  confumptive  cafes  not  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs,  though  almoft  univerfally  adopted.  Buffy  blood 
no  fign  of  true  inflammation,  nor  does  it  indicate  a 
neccffity  of  bleeding  repeatedly,  as  may  be  obferved 
in  gouty  and  chronic  rheumatifm,  where  bleeding  is 
injurious  in  moft  inllances,  and  yet  the  blood  is  always 

My- 

All  attempts  to  dilute  the  blood,  as  it  is  called,  in  gouty, 
rheumatic,  and  certain  pulmonic  difeafes,  &c.,  by  the 
common  means,  are  hypoihctical  and  impracticable. 
Dropfies  may  be  the  confequence ;  but  not  the  change 
of  blood  to  a  falubrious  ftate. 

Tea  afts  as  a  fomentation  on  the  coats  of  the  ftomach, 
and  injurious  to  the  nervous,  counterafting  tonics^ 
Dry  nutritious  diet  fliould  accompany  bracing  reme- 
dies. 

^ains  in  the  pofterior  part  of  the  head  arifing  from  fe- 

rum  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  the  pupils  of  the 

eyes  dilated.    Acrimony  cured  by  attacking  the  various 
caufes. 

Remitting  pains  in  the  head. 

If  from  nervous  fever,  the  febrile  diforder  firft  to  be  con- 
fidered  •  how  cured,      453 

Intermittent 
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Intermittent  head-ach.  - 

Defcriptlon — Fixed,  and  called  clwvus  hyjiericus its  inter- 

miflion  points  out  its  ty  pe.  Caufes. 
T)ura  mater,  or  periojieum,  may  be  difeafed,  and  caufe  pain. 
Vomiting,  though  a  common  praftice,  rough  and  unneceC- 

fary  in  the  ague. 
How  cured  in  thoufands  of  inftances  without  vomiting, 

or  any    ough  method.     Prefcriptions  No.  88,  8g. 

A  dry  nourifliing  diet  ufeful.    All  Jlofs  and  broths  to  be 

avoided. 

If  the  bark,  as  above  defcribed,  fliould  fail,  two  prefcrip- 
tions, which  immenfe  experience  has  proved  fuccefs- 
ful.  No.  90,  9 1 .  The  bai-k  not  always  to  be  depended 
on  without  vitriolic  and  other  tonics. 

A  mode  of  curing  the  poor  in  the  aguijh  countries  at  a 
fmall  expence,  for  the  purpofes  of  charity  and  humanity 
given  in  Englilh,  No.  92,     

Diet  neceffary. 

Intermittent  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  tooth-ach,  cured  iq 
a  fimilar  mode. 

Nervous  patients  feldom  require  thefe  formidable  me- 
thods. 

Prejudices  concerning  agues  confidered.  The  ague  or  in- 
termittent fever  no  cure  for  any  diforder. 

Agues  or  intermittent  not  to  be  fuiFered  to  continue,  but 
to  be  immediately  cured. 

Bark  alone  not  a  fpecific  for  the  ague  or  intermittent  fe- 
ver of  this  country. 

Bark  purging  not  always  inefficacious.  Opiates  impro- 
per. 

Thefe  obfervatidns  more  calculated  for  the  continent 
than  in  England.  Advice  to  noblemen  or  gentlemen 
who  travel,  never  to  move  without  James's  powder  and 
bark, 

Objeflions 
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ObjeiSions  to  vomiting,  as  the  ague  can  be  always  cured 
without  vomiting.  The  difeafed  'vifcera  to  be  cured,  as 
the  liver,  or  fpleen,  &c. 

Ufe  of  calomel  in  very  fmall  dofes,  and  pilula  Rufi,  &c. 

Slight  temporary  delirium,  -  47 1 

Thefe  wanderings  of  the  mind  arifing  from  wind  in  the 
cefophagus,  &c. ;  how  treated,  when  from  relaxation 
or  acrimony. 

Dro'wjznefs,  -  4^2 

From  over-fatigue  or  meditation,  an  overloaded  fto- 
mach — indulged  in  hot  climates — ^in  colder  climates 
fometimes  the  forerunner  of  apoplexy  and  palfy :  how  to 
be  treated. 

Stupor,  or  heietudo.  -  473 

Attendant  on  old  age,  after  apoplexy,  palfy,  or  extra- 
ordinary and  long-continued  exertions  or  paffions  of 
the  mind.  Produced  by  hemlock  and  other  narcotics. 
Singular  cafe.  Cure, 

Watchfulnefs  or  Per'uigilium*  ■  4y^ 

Caufes  are  depraved  acrimonious  blood  irritating  the  brain, 
mental  affeftions  or  indigeftion,  &c.  Cure  by  remov- 
ing different  caufes. 

Frightful  dreams ,  or  night  7nare.  t^iS 

Symptoms  and  caufes  from  wind,  indigeftion,  preffure 
againft  the  diaphragm,  worms,  inflated  inteftines;  the 
moft  dangerous  from  impeded  circulation  in  the  lungs, 
epilepfy,  apoplexy;  or  fudden  death  fometimes  the 
confequence. 

Cure.  —  When  from   a    fuperabundance  of  coagulable 
lymph,  common  to  the  gouty,  polypi,  water  in  the 
cheft,  pericardium,  lungs,  &c.     Empyema,  or  mat- 
ter 


ter  colleded  in  the  thorax,  anrurifm  of  the  aorta  or 
fubclavian  artery.  Thefe  later  cafes  incurable.  Agitatioa 
of  mind  the  principal  caufc  amongft  the  nervous  paf- 
fions,  &Ci 

Agitations  of  the  mind  and  pee'vijimefs ,  l^c» 

iluman  minds  change  through  bodily  indifpofition.  Senfi- 
bility  of  mind  and  a  fharp  acrimonious  blood  oftenef 
produdlive  of  petulance  than  has  been  fuppofed. 

The  mind  and  body  become  reciprocally  the  caufe  and 
effect.  A  mind  agitated  produces  depraved  chyle,  de- 
praved chyle  depraved  blood,  depraved  blood  a  de- 
generacy of  all  the  fluids,  adling  as  ftimuli  on  the 
brain,  &c. 

Quicknefs  of  temper  always  injures  the  conftitution,  in- 
creafes  by  indulgence.  Medicine  not  to  be  cenfured 
where  the  mind  is  not  reftrainableby  the  patient. 

Where  nervous  patients  indulge  petulance  or  anger,  they 
take  the  moft  effeftual  means,  not  only  to  fcorten,  but 
likewife  to  render  their  lives  miferable. 

Changing  the  acrimonious  ftate  of  the  blood  to  a  balfamic 
ftate  very  ufeful  in  changing  ill  humor  into  mildnefs, 
Envy  more  owing  to  an  ill  ftate  of  the  blood  than  any 
other  caufe,  &c. 

Human  charader  difcovered  by  the  phyfiognomy  denied 
by  thofe  who  moft  wifh,  perhaps,  to  conceal  the  depra- 
vities of  the  heart.  None  fo  much  dcceiv^ed  as  thofe 
who  imagine  they  always  deceive  others. 

Phyficians  have  the  greateft  opportunities  of  develop- 
ing human  charadler,  and  difcovering  many  caufes  in 
the  ftate  of  blood,  form  of  body,  &c.  J.  Baptijia 
Porta  2xA  La<vater  great  connoiffeurs  in  human  phy- 
fiognomy, &-C.  Temperaments  too  much  neglcfled 
by  the  moderns.    A  curious  hiftory  of  Sehucus,  and 
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the  penetration  and  prudence  of  Erafijlmtus,  the  phyji- 
cian. 

The  knowledge  of  conftitutions  feparately  confidered  very 
improvable,  particularly  by  applying  all  the  modern  dif- 
coveries  to  praftical  phyfic. 

Groundlefs  fears,  difmal  apprehejijions,  flylnjt  pains^^c.  488 

Shocking  to  friends  and  melancholy  to  fufFerers.  Some 
think  every  night  they,  ftiall  not  live  to  fee  morn- 
ing; others  have  imagined  themfelves  dead,  and  di- 
refted  their  funerals.  Caufes  of  thefe  wretched  ideas 
or  falfe  images,  fanaticifm.  Cure.  Zealous  ignorant 
bigots  to  be  avoided. 

U)ij!iJifi'.fpiciom,  taciturnity  and  fullenncfs,  defpondency.  Modes 
of  treatment,    .  .  , 

Flulhing  in  the  face,  &c.  — __  .,  , 

Imaginary  debility,  .   .  ^gg 

On  the  pulfes  of  the  nervous,  ,  ^00 

Difficulty  of  breathing,  and  pains  about  the  heart,  &c.  —  502 
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TREATISE 

ON 

FEMALte,   NERVOUS  DISEASES, 
MAD:NESS,  SUICIDE, 

•  ,»  li  s.  ♦ 


GENERAL  ^^ETHOD'  OF  PREVENTING 
FEMALE  DISEASES,  &C. 

The  delicate  flrudiire  of  the  female  bbcfy  j 
the  peculiar  fenfibility  of  the  nervous  fyjftem  ; 
the  abfence,  prefence,  diminution,  increafe, 
or  obftrudlion  of  the  Catamenia ;  the  ftate  of 
the  uterus,  atid  the  fingularities  of  each  indi- 
vidual conflitution,  all  require  the  mofi  ferious 
attention  of  the  phyfician,  who  would  treat 
the  diforders  of  females  with  integrity  and 
fuccefs. 

Vol.  h  B  The 


5  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALEi 

,The  due  regulation  of  the  catamenia  is  of 
the  utmoft  importance :  but  it  fliould  not  be 
determined  on  from  the  quantity  of  the  dif- 
charge,  but  what  the  conftitution  has  been 
accuftomed  to  j  this  varies  more  or  lefs  in 
every  female. 

Perfons  of  fuperior  rank,  who  ufe  little  ex- 
ercife,  and  are  of  a  relaxed  habit,  have  often 
this  evacuation  in  greater  abundance  than 
thofe  of  an  inferior  ftation ;  yet  this  may  an- 
fwer  the  mofl  falutary  purpofes  in  both  con- 
ditions. 

The  conftitution,  in  general,  regulates  the 
catamenia  without  requiring  any  afliftancc 
from  art :  therefore  phyficians,  and  the  female 
fex,  fliould  be  very  cautious  how  they  coun- 
terad:  this  uterine  excretion  by  improper  and 
ill-timed  remedies ;  for  mifchief  has  been  the 
confequence  *,i 

An 

*  Hunc  fanguinem  ex  ipfius  litcri  vafis  deponi  demonftravit 
autopfia  in  fceminis,  co  fiuente  exti.nflis ;  in  vivis  mulieribus, 
quibus  uterus  inveffus  fanguinem  ex  oftio  interno  diftillavit :  ia 
aliiS,  quibus  cum  mcnfes  deficerent,  uterus  fanguine  congcfto 
plenum  fuit,  natura  uteri  vafis  pleniflima,  mollis  fpongiofa,  com- 
parata  cum  tenui,  minima  flocculcnta,  callofa  vagina. — Nihil 
tamen  intercedlt  quin  utero  impedito  fanguis  per  vaginam  depo- 
jiatur,  ut  alius  per  ukimura  inteftinum  &  per  remotiflimas  demura 
corporis  partes  deponi  tur. — HaUcrns. 
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An  increafe  or  diminution  of  the  menftrual 
evacuation  may  happen  from  various  caufes ; 
as  changes  of  air,  diet,  and  exercifes;  violent 
affedtions  of  the  mind^  as  anger,  grief,  fear; 
retentions  of  natural  and  diurnal  excretions, 
as  the  feces,  urine,  and  perfpiration,  without 
any  injury  to  the  conftitution  :  thefe  changes, 
or  any  little  flight  fymptoms  arifing  from 
them,  fhould  not  be  confidered  or  treated  as 
difeafes. 

In  healthful  conftitutions,  befides  the  pur- 
pofes  of  propagating  the  human  fpecies,  the 
womb  expels  whatever  is  noxious  or  redun- 
dant ;  and  prevents  or  cures,  by  this  means, 
many  female  complaints 

The  diet  of  females  fhould  be  Regulated 
according  to  the  individual  conftitution  :  but, 
during  the  flowing  of  the  catamenia,  all 
acidsy  jlatuknty  cold,  milky »  vi/cid,  and  grojs 
diet  fhould  be  avoided  ;  as  likewife  cold  bath" 
i^igy  fudden  cold,  vegetables ^  and  all  bracing 
or  ajtringent  medicines,  purges,  or  vomits. 

If  the  catamenia  fhould  be  accompanied 
with  much  pain,  arifing  from  the  refiftance 

B  2  of 
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of  the  OS  internum^  or  from  little  coagulated 
maffes  formed  in  the  uterus,  which  it  endea- 
vours to  expel  by  repeated  and  painful  con- 
tractions*, warm  cloths  may  be  repeatedly 
applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  or 
a  bladder  filled  with  hot  water,  which  will 
retain  its  heat  a  confiderable  time ;  and  warm, 
comfortable  drinks  may  be  ufed  in  modera- 
tion; if  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  an  emollient 
carminative  clyfter  may  be  prefcribed  -f-. 

Thefe  pains  are  immediately  removed  by 
opiates;  but  the  greateft  fkill  and  circum- 
fpe*5lion  are  required  in  their  adminiftration ; 
for  they  fometimes  produce  delirium^  convul- 
fwnSi  headachs,  obJiruBion,  and  a  train  of  other 
difagreeable  fymptoms,  not  only  in  this,  but 
in  other  feminine  complaints ;  and  their  ef- 
fedts  are  commonly  equal  to  the  proportion 
of  nervous  fenfibility  the  conflitution  pof- 
feiTes. 

In 

*  Thefe  pains  are  frequently  miftaken  for  colics,  both  by  me- 
dical praftitioners  and  females,  and  very  improperly  treated. 
The  pains  arc  fituated  under  the  pubis,  between  the  bladder  and 
r-eftum,  &c. 

+  Of  carraway,  annifeeds,  chamomile  flowers  boiled,  and 
a  cup  of  fweet  oil.    Myrrh  and  aloetics  are  ufeful. 
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In  the  intermediate  time,  from  one  monthly 
difcharge  to  another,  the  accuftomed  way  of 
hYe,  and  that  which  has  been  experienced  to 
agree,  fhould  be  continued,  if  not  produdive 
of  indifpofition,  and  this  will  be  beft  deter- 
mined by  every  perfon*s  natural  feelings. 
Air,  exercife,  regular  diet,  and  amufem.ents, 
are  more  conducive  to  health,  than  confine- 
ment, indolence,  a .  minute  attention  to  tri- 
fling changes,  and  a  conftant  application  to 
the  art  of  medicine*  •  .  , 

From  natural  conftitution,  and  often  from 
erroi's  in  living,  arife  a  plethora  or  fullnefs  in 
fome  women,  and  an  extreme  relaxation  in 
others :  both  require  a  different  treatment. 

To  remove  fullnefs,  joined  with  too  much 
floridity,  a  more  abflemious  diet  may.  be 
purfued  once  or  twice  in  the  week,  avoiding 
fuppers,.  Of  .large  ^draught's  of  different  li- 
quids. 

To  invigorate  the  relaxed  and  pallid,  light 
nutritious  meats,  with  a  glafs  of  wine,  avoid- 
ing all  teas,  lemonade,  fmall  beer,  or  any 
weak  drinks,  as  much  as  poffible.  By  re- 
gulating exadly  the  qoantity  of  Hquids  taken 
into  the  jftomach,  fo  as.  never  to  exceed  the 

folid 
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folid  food :  but,  as  each  individual  may  re- 
quire a  particular  treatment,  to  direct  this 
is  the  province  of  medicine. 

Coftivenefs  is  a  common  female  complaint, 
and  produdive  of  many  evils :  in  thofe  of  a 
plethoric  habit,  and  florid  complexion,  com- 
mon or  calcined  magnefa^fal polychrejlwn^fena^ 
flewed  prunes,  manna  j  and  to  robuft  habits, 
even  Rochelle  falts  may  occafionally  be  re-^ 
peated,  if  a  more  free  ufe  of  boiled  vegeta- 
bles fhould  not  anfwer. 

To  the  relaxed,  thin,  and  pale,  aloetics 
joined  with  foap,  a  few  grains  of  Rufus^s  pill, 
or  fuch-like  remedies,  will  be  proper  j  but 
no  preparation,  perhaps,  is  better,  than 
about  from  two  to  fix  grains  of  the  pilula 
ex  c.olocynth.  cum  aloe^  twice  or  thrice  in  the 
wefekj  it  commonly  removes  pains  in  the 
ftomach,  and  adts  very  gently,  if  vy^ell  pre- 
pared. 

A  grain  of  the  pulv,  gambog.,  or  half  a 
grain  of  calomel,  as  an  excellent  deobflruent, 
may  be  added  in  fome  obflinate  cafes  of  con-, 
fliipation. 

Such  are  the  general  means  by  which 
health  may  be  prefervcd,  and  many  grievous 
difcafes  prevented. 

Of 
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O/'/i'^  Chlorosis,  or  Green  Sickness. 

A  partial  or  total  obftrudion  in  the  uterine 
veffels  of  young  females,  under  or  about  the 
age  of  puberty,  attended  with  great  palenefsj 
or  a  fallow  green  colour  of  the  face  and  fkin, 
and  a  difinclination  to  .  move,  is  called  the 
chlorofis,  or  green  ficknefs  *. 

To  the  above  appearances  the  following 
fymptoms  maybe  added;  palenefs  of  lips,; 
great  laffitude ;  coldnefs  of  the  feet ;  lofs  of  - 
appetite,  or  a  defire  for  abfurd  things  ;  nau- 
fea  and  vomiting ;  diflurbed  fleep ;  a  languid 
pulfe;  yellow,  turbid,  or  aqueous  urine;  a 
difficulty  of  breathing;  fwellings  of  the  feet, 
and  other  parts ;  palpitation  of  t^he.  heart ; 
pains  of  the  head;  faintings,  and  a  great  de- 
jed:ion  of  the  mind. 

'The  immediate  caufes  of  the  chlorofis  feem 
to  be  a  depraved  Hate,  of  the  fluids,  from  a 

repeated 

*  Hipp.  Ilifcis  Avicennas ;  febris  alba  &  virginum  obftruc- 
tiones  Mercati;  Cachexia  Plateri,  de  difcoloratione.  Morbus 
virgineus  &  ftbris  alba  Rod.  a  Caftro.  Fuidi  cblores  Ballonii. 
Febris  amatoria  Langii.  Ifteritia  alba  Etmulleri.  The  multi- 
plication of  names  for  one  and  the  fame  thing  may  be  numbered 
araongft  modern  philofophigal  abfurdities. 
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repeated  accumulation  of  what  fliould  have 
been  c^ifcharged  by  the  uterine  veflels ;  a  di^ 
minifhed  fenfibility  of.  the  nervous  fyftem, 
and  a  lofs  of  vigour  in  the  folids.  Irlflead  of 
a  proper  proportion  of  the  red  particles  in  the 
blood,  ferum  or  lymph  predominate;  the 
fine  feelings  are  blunted  ;  the  foul  and  body 
appear  in  a  ilate  of  torpidity,  and  every  little 
exertion  of  the  mufcular  powers  produces  fa-. 

tigUe.  ,    ;   -  V 

The  otber  caufes-'are,  a  humid  and  cold 
air;  a  natural  lax,  fpongeous  and  phlegmatic 
habit  j  a  fedentary .  life  ?  affections  of  the 
mind  j  improper  diet ;  a  bad  digeflion  ;  but 
above  all,  the  admiffion  of  a  depraved  and  ill-r 
prepared  chyle  through  theladleal  veffels*. 

When  the  difeafe  has  been  fome  time  conr 
firmed,  the  mind  and  body  become  the  reci- 
procal caufes  of  its  increafe  and  continuance : 
the  languid  ftate  of  mind  is  daily  more  debi- 
litated by  the  fluggifh  circulation  of  cold  un- 
Jiealthy  fluids  j  and  this  feeble  circulation  ap- 
pears 

*  Vitiiim  primas  coftionis,  quae  fit  in  prlmis  viis,  non  facile 
corrigitur  in  fccunda,  quae  in  vifceribus  fafiguificationi  &  depu- 
ratione  infervientibus  peragitur,  minus  in  tertia  quas  aftu  nutri- 
txonis  abfolvitur. 
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pears  fo  deaden  the  nervous  fenfations,  and 
deprive  the  foul  and  a6tive  nervous  powers  of 
thofe  exertions  which  might  expel  the  formi-, 
dable  enemy.  The  efFedls,  after  death,  may 
feldom  be  feen ;  but  a  few  examinations  fhew 
fufficiently  the  confequences  of  the  difeafe, 
when  confirmed  *. 

The  cure  confifts  in  correcting  the  vitiated 
fluids ;  and  removing  glandular,  or  other  ob- 
ftmdiions. 

Removing  the  torpidity  of  the  nervous 
fyftem;  and 

Invigorating  the  folids. 

I.  Thefe 

*  Chlorojis, 

Anatomical  examinations  after  Death. 

Symptomata.  ExtiJ'picia. 

Chlorojis  cum  fpirandi  difficul-  Lympha  in  thorace  &  pulmo- 

tate  &  convulfionibus  fucce-  nes  pure  exeli. 
dentibus. 

Cordis  palpitationibus  ftipatur.  Cor  fanguine  concreto  turgens, 

&  fyncopem  lethalem  accer-  valvule  deformes  &  quali  of- 

fit.  fes. 

Chlorotica  fubito  cxtinguitur.  Ovarium  fmiftrum  ingens. 

Chlorotica  difficile  fpirat  &  con-  Pulmones  putridi. 

vulfionibus  aggreditur. 

Chlorotica  centum  &  amplius  nje-  Cerebrum   &  vafa  fanguifcra 

neefeSliones  intra  annum  pafla  fanguine  vacua. 

fyncope  de  medio  tollitur.  Ventriculus  contradus. 
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I .  Thefe  ends  may  be  produced  by  neutral 
falts,  aloetics,  mercurials,  and  antimonials, 
given  as  cvacuants  and  alteratives. 

1.  By  air,  exercife,  warm  medicated  baths, 
diverting  the  mind,  riding  on  horfeback. 

3.  By  chalybeates,  bark,  Spa,  Pyrmont, 
Bath,  fimilar  waters,  and  an  attention  to  pro- 
per diet. 

The  diforder,  however,  being  flow  in  its 
advances,  and  feldom  attended  with  imme- 
diate danger,  the  attempts  to  cure  fliould  be 
conducted  gradually :  but  the  difeafe  is  not 
to  be  negleded ;  the  affiflance  of  art  is,  in 
mofl:  cafes,  abfolutely  necelfary. 

The  depraved  humours  may  be  evacuated, 
and  glandular  obftru^tion  removed,  by  aloe- 
tics  and  calomel  ad  gr.  fs.  vel  j.,  once,  twice, 
or  thrice  in  the  week  ;  and  the  blood  may  be 
accelerated  and  changed  by  an  eled:uary  of 
Umatur.  mart.  Jpec.  arojnat,  and  conf,  rofar. 
ter  de  die. 

Manna  and  cremor  tartariy  rhubarb^  jcilapt 
and  nitre ^  are,  in  various  occafions,  neceflary. 
The  application  of  any  of  the  above  remedies, 
according  to  the  circumftanccs  of  cafes  and 

conftitutions 
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conftitutions  of  patients,  muft  be  left  to  the 
'ikill  of  the  prefcriber. 

To  the  -plethoric,  the  faline  preparations, 
diffolved  and  united  with  aloetics ^  may  be 
proper. 

To  the  pale,  languid,  and  hyfterical,  the 
aloetics  alone,  or  joined  with  the  foetid  gums, 
and  in  all  obftinate  cafes,  the  mercurials ^  as 
mere.  dulc.  fex  fubl,  ad gr.fs  ;  at  proper  dif- 
tances  may  be  adminiftered  conjointly  with 
aloetics,  or  bitter  laxatives. 

In  the  intermediate  days  may  be  given  horis 
duabut  ante  prandium  quotidie^  with  or  with-* 
put  cJpalybeat^s -J  as  light  correctors  of  the 
ftomach, 

Elix.  aloes. 

 •  myrrh,  c, 

Tinft.  facra.  ad  5i  vel  5ifs. 

■  Rhei  ad  5ij.  in  quovis  vehiculo  appropriato 

Pil.  gummofs.  ad  gr.  v.  cum 

 Rufi  ad  gr.  iij. 

Extract,  cathart.  ad  gr.  iij. 

■  •  Rhabarb.  cum  gentian. 

 ^    fabin. 

Gum  amoniac. 

' — —  galban, 

"  ■  myrrh,  ad  ^fs.  cum  kali  pura  9fs.  et  ferro  vltriolato 

p.  iij.  iv.  or  V.  in  aq.  puleg.  gij. 


As 
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As  gentle  alteratives. 

Cinnabar  faditium. 
^thiops  mineralis. 

Puiv.  mere.  dulc.  lot.  cum  fulph.  aui;at.  anti,ad  gr.  j.  tcr  dc 
die  in  Pill,  or  what  is  called  Plummer's  pill. 

To  reftore  and  invigorate  the  folids  and 
quicken  the  circulation. 

iVubigo  ferri  ad  9j. 

Tinft.  flor.  marvial.  ad  sj.  cum  itifus.  amar.  ter  de  die. 
Elix.  vitriol,  dulc.  ad  . 5j« 

 ^acid.  ad  gtt.  xv.  cum  decocto  cort,  I*eruv.  ve^ 

infufo  amaro. 

Lixivium  mattis  ad  gtt.  xx» 

Vinum  chalybeatum  ad  5ij.  vel  §fs. 

 amarum  ad  gfs.  cum  aliquo  vehiculo, 

Pulv.  cortex  Peruv,  ad  ${s,  ex  cfatho  ladis  vaccini  bis  v€l 
tcr  de  die. 

But  what  has  been  fpund,  after  above 
twenty  years  experience,  and  in  fome  thpu- 
fands  of  female  and  other  cal^s,  an  excellent 
corrector  of  the  moft  depravei  jftate  of  the 
fluids,  is  my  puhis  mino'alis  piirificattL,  which 
is  prepared  in  the  following  manner : 

Pulvis  mineralis  purijicans  fortior. 

Be.  Flor.  fulph.  pulv.  fal  nitr.  argent,  viv.  aa.  ftj.  terantu? 
limul  in  mortario  vitreo  vel  lapideo  donee  perfecliffima  unitas 
facia  iit,    Dofis  e  gr.  xv,  ad  5fs.  in  aqua  hordeata,  ter  de  (3te. 

Pulvis 


■  i 
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Puhis  7nineraUs  purifcans  minor, 

R .  Flor.  fulph.  argent,  viv.  aa.  ftfs.  pulv,  fal.  nitr.  puriff.  ftj, 
mifce  ut  fupra. 

The  aloetic  and  calomel  pill  ftiould  be  prefcribed  at  the  fame 
time, 

Caufe-re moving  remedies  for  the  firfl  in- 
tention. 

Formulae  remediorum. 

No.  1.    R.  Tart.  emet.  gr.  \  ad  gr.  fs. 

Aq.  com.  §ifs. 

Magnef,  alb.  uft.  gr.  xx.  M.  f.  hauftus  bis  vel  ter  in 
feptimana  fumendus. 
No,  2.    Be.  Calomel  gr.  \  ad  gr.  fs.  vel  gr.  j, 

Pil.  Rufi  gr.  iij.  M.  accuratiflime  f.  pilula  ferael  bis 
vel  ter  in  feptimana  fumenda. 
No,  3.    R.  Pil.  gummof. 

'  —  ex.  colocynth.  cum  aloe  aa.  ^j. 

M.  f.  pilulae  No.  xxiv.  capiat  unam  mane  Sc  node 
fuperbibendo  §ij.  aquae  menth.  vel  infufi  pulegii  cum 
5j.  tinft,  flor.  mart. 

After,  the  foregoing  evacuants  the  following 
■  remedies  are  proper : 

No.  4,  R  Tinft.  melampod.^j.  capiat  coch.  parvuJ.  (tea  fpoon- 
ful)  ex  infus.  fol,  puleg.  mane,  hora  undccima  quo- 
tidie:  vel. 

No.  5.    R.  Elix.  aloes  5vj. 

Tinft.  aromat.  5ij,  M.  capiat  gtt.  LX.  bis  vel  ter  de 
die  ex  cyatho  aqux  parvo :  vel. 

No,  6.   R.  Yin.  Chalybeat.  gifs. 

Tina. 


/ 
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Tina.  facr.  gfs.  M.  capiat       terde  die  ex  cyatha 
infus.  flor,  chama;rael. 
No.  7.    R.  Elix.  aloes  gifs. 

Lixiv.  mart.  gfs.  M.  capiat  gtt.  xxx.  vel  lx.  bis  de 
die,  ut  fupra. 
•No»  8.    R.  Elix.  myrrh,  comp.  §ifs. 

Aloes  Sfs.  M.  capiat,  gtt.  lx.  ad  5ij.  bis  vel  ter  dc 
<iie  ex  liquore  appropriato. 

Any  of  the  above  preparations  may  be 
made  into  draughts,  or  mixtures,  with  the 
aqua  puleg.  or  aqua  mentha ;  with  an  ad- 
dition of  camphor  julap,  if  necefTary. 

i^'o.  9.    R.  Conf.  cort.  aurant.  jifs. 

Chalyb.  cum  fulph.  prasp.  aa.  5iij. 
Spec,  aromat.  5ij. 
Syr.  fimp.  q.  s. 

\  M.  f.  eleft.  cujus  capiat      N.  M.  bis  in  die  fuper* 

bibend.  §ij.  infus.  amar. 
J^o.  10.   R»  Lac.  fulph.  Bfs. 

Rubig.  ferri  praepar,  gr.  xv. 
Myrrh,  pulv.  gr.  xx. 

Spec,  aromat,  gr.  iv.  M.  f.  pulv.  bis  in  die  fumend* 
e  coch.  fyrup.  fimp. 

By  fuch  remedies  the  offices  of  the  flomach, 
inteftines,  and  ladteal  veflels  are  reftored  ; 
the  glutinous  or  ferous  matter  is  diminifhed, 
evacuated,  or  changed;  a  more  healthful 
and  nutritious  chyle  is  prepared  and  abforb- 
cd,  the  red  particles  of  blood  increafe,  the 

Jips 
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lips  begin  to  afTume  their  natural  colour 
the  arterial  fyftem  acquiring  flrength  and 
elafticity,  the  uterine  veflels  open,  and  the 
menftrual  falutaiy  evacuation  becomes  re- 
gular. 

PraSiical  Admonitions  a?id  Ohfervations ^ 

Bleeding  {hould  never  be  prefcribed,  ex* 
cept  to  robuft,  full  habits,  and  when  the  dif- 
order  is  recent. 

Chalybeates  agree  heft  with  the  cold 
leucophlegmatic  conftitutions  :  all  alcalines 
fhould  be  avoided  at  the  time  thev  are  ad- 
miniftered. 

In  full,  plethoric  habits,  the  neutral  falts, 
or  cremor  tartar  joined  with  cathartics,  may 
be  proper,  and  even  the  preparations  of  hel- 
lebore ;  but  this  laft  is  rarely  necefTary  ;  and 
one  great  objedtion  to  its  iife  is,  its  draftic 
cfFedls,  as  remarked  by  Hippocrates. 

Pediluvia  are  ufeful,  of  fait,  warm  water, 
balm,  pennyroyal  and  favin  :  but  they  fhould 
not  be  ufed  in  oedematous  fwellings  j  but,  in- 
ftead,  fridlions  applied  to  the  feet  and  legs, 
and  a  roller  of  thin  flannel. 

Cold, 
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Cold,  humid  air,  acid  fruits,  and  moifl:,  or 
aqueous  diet,  fhould  be  avoided.  A  light 
nutritious  food,  of  a  dry  nature,  and  a  glafs 
of  wine,  in  fome  cafes  may  be  ufeful. 

The  quantity  of  fluids  in  the  body  Ihould 
be  lefTened  by  a  partial  abftinence  from  li- 
quids J  this  alone  has  proved  a  cure ;  proba- 
bly, by  removing  the  lat^l  prefTure  from  the 
'arteries,  rendering  more  dry  and  elaftic  the 
fibres,  and  reftoring  more  vigorous  power  of 
contradtioli..  .       .  , 

Exercife  of  riding,  jumping,  dancing,  run- 
ning up  flairs  j  opening  the  chefl:  by  the 
dumb  bell,  or  by  leaden  weights  made  at 
the  plumbers,  for  exercifing  the  arms,  fliould 
be  ftrongly  enforced.  . 

The  mind  fliould  be  diverted  with  various 
objedls,  and  the  paflions  excited,  ifpoflible. 

The  Bath  waters  have  been  known  to  cure 
the  chlorofis,  when  moft  other  methods  have 
failed. 

The  gentlefl  method  of  cure,  with  little  or 
no  medicine,  fliould  be  firft adopted;  then 
the  milder  remedies,  and  fo  gradually  to  the 
moft  powerful ;  but  great  care  fliould  be 
taken  never  to  prefcribe  a  remedy  more  vio- 
lent than  the  difeafe. 

I  Oti 
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On  the  Suppression  of  the  Menses. 

The  appearance  of  the  menfes  in  females 
is  commonly  from  the  fourteenth  year  to  the 
fifteenth:  but  this  varies  in  different  conftitu- 
tions;  for  fome  have  the  catamenia  fooner, 
and  experience  its  total  fuppreflion  before  the 
age  of  forty. 

The  accidental  cefTation  of  this  periodical  and 
accuflomed  difcharge  is  called  a  fuppreflion. 

The  remote  caufes  of  fupprefTion  are,  fud- 
den  cold ;  a  fuperabundance  of  the  coagula- 
ble  lymph  in  the  blood  j  grief,  or  fear  j  pre- 
_  vious  difeafes ;  powerful  evacuations,  or  an 
improper  adminiftration  of  aftringents. 

The  immediate  caufes  feem  to  be,  a  want 
of  due  force,  or  a  preternatural  refinance  in 
the  uterine  vefTels,  probably  from  a  diminifhed 
force  in  the  heart  and  arterial  fyftem;  this  may 
arife  from  extreme  plethora,  or  relaxation ; 
tumours  in  or  near  the  uterus,  or  its  coalition, 
may  caufe  the  menftrual  fuppreflion,  &c  * 

During 

*  ZupprcJJio  ?neiijj!im. 
Anatomical  Examination  after  Death. 
Symptomata.  Extifpkia. 
%upprejji  metifLs,  cum  ventris  in-    Hydrops  cyllicus. 
tumefccntia&  rcfpiratione  lafa. 
Vot.  I.  C  Sup^ 
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During  pregnancy,  fome  few  exceptions' 
to  the  contrary,  the  menfes  are  totally  fup- 
prefTed . 

In 

Sjmptomata.  Extijpkla, 
Suppreffi  menfes  cum  doloribus    Uterus  effufo  fanguine  turget 
&  abdominis  intumefcentia.        &  membranaceo  proceffu  ob- 

turatur. 

— -Ab  immani  pathemate  &   Exoftofis  in  fundoobfita. 
oculos  tumet  &  dolet. 

•—Cum  tumqre  in  regione    Hydrops  tubarum. 
iliaca. 

■  Totum  intumefcit  abdo-    Hydrops  cyfticus. 

men  menfibus  fufflaminatis. 

— — Accerfunthsemoptyfium&    Pulmones  pure  exefi,  aqua  fn 
tabem.  thorace  &  pericardio. 

Menfes  fupprefji  accerfunt,  Ga-    Sanguis  concretis  in  corde. 
chexiam. 

 Item.  Serum  in  thorace  ftagnans, 

pulmones  perduri  &  fanguis 
in  cordis  thalamis. 

'  Afcitem  cum  dolore  im-    Uterus  ingens  &  fcirrhofus, 

mani  circa  pubem. 

 Ventris  dolores,  abortum    Colluvies  fanguinea     in  abr 

concitantes  &  quibus  fe  ad-  mine, 
jurigit  febris  cum  tumore 
ventris  &  fudoribtis  uberri- 
rnis. 

Ventris  intumefcentiam.     Moles  carnea  34.  llbras  ponde- 

rans. 

Menfes 
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^  In  the  fuppreffions  of  unimpregnated  wo 
men,  a  fullnefs  and  difinclination  to  motion  ii 

fome 

Sjmptomata.  Exiifficia. 
Menfes  riarrhcEam  colliqnati-    Pulmonum  tubercula* 
vam  cum  fpirandi  difficul- 
tate,tufli&  fudore  immodico. 

 Genitalium  inflammatio-    Ulcus  uteri. 

neiu. 

Tumoreni  in  regione  pu-    Tumores  veficulares  in  abdo- 
bis  cum  refpiratione  Isfa,  mine, 
pedum  cedemate,  febre  len- 
ta,  &c. 

■        Lypothymiam   frequen-   Lapides  in  pericardio,  pul- 
tem.  mones  fcirrholi  &  fubnigri- 

cantes. 

Menfium  fuppreflio   dolorem    Ulcus  uteri« 

circa  inguen  comitatur  & 

tandem  hsmdrrhageam  ac- 

cerfit  enormem. 
SuppreJJia    menjtiim  fuccedanea    Tubafurri  purulentla. 

febri  quartans  &  tumoti  in 

hypochondrio  finiftro. 
 Animi  pertufbationi  &  ac-    Pulmones  &  inteftina  inflarn-. 

cerfit  afthma  cum  tufli  &  fpu-       mata,   gkndute  ventriculi 

tis  purulentis.  tumidas. 
•      Venas  feftionibus  crebro    Hydrops  ovariorum,uterus  fcir- 

inftitutis  cui  denuofuccedunt  rhofus. 

ventris  dolor  &  afcites. 
Sufflaminantur  mcnfes  pofi:  ca-    Colluvies  fanguinea  in  abdo- 

fum  ab  altodenuo  fluunt  &  mine. 

oriuntur  dolores  cum  abdo- 
minis   promlncntiis  qudra- 

plurimis. 
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fometimes  perceived;  florid ity, flufhings,  or 
palenefs  ;  pains  in  the  loins,  groins,  and  head; 
faintings,  naufea,  lofs  of  appetite,  and,  in  time, 
all  the  functions,  whether  natural,  vital,  or 
animal,  become  depraved.  Hsemorrhage* 
happen  from  various  parts ;  fcirrhus,  drop- 
lies,  ulcers  of  the  womb,  fometimes  fucceed, 
and  even  apoplexy. 

As  uterine  obfl:ru6lions  frequently  arife 
without  any  manifeft  caufe  or  injury  to  the 
conftitution,  the  abfolute  neceffiiy  of  their  re- 
moval becomes  a  queftion  of  importance, 
before  any  mode  of  medical  treatment  is 
adopted.    Natural  and  fecret  caufes  operate 

for 

Sympiomata.  Extifpicta. 

Poll  fuppruffionem.urins  diffi-  MufcuH  erant  quafi  excames, 
cultas.  Ifchiadicus  dolor  fe-  vix  uUum  fanguinis  veftigi- 
viens.  Hyfterics  convulfio-  um  ufquam  fupererat.  Ven- 
nes,  vomitus  frequentes,  ci-  ter  totus  falfo  opplebatur  fe- 
borum  averfatio.  ro.     Ventrlculus  exiguus, 

contraftus.  Ren  dexter  plu* 
res  Iiabebat  calculos ;  for- 
dium  ulcus  &  foetidum  erat 
in  coUo  uteri. 

A  fupprefiione,  pefloris  dolor,    Grareolentia  ex  utero&vicinis 
difficilis  refpiratio.  partibus  maxima  exiftebat, 

omnes  exterius  llvebant  a 
praegreffa  inflammatione. 

Virgin! 
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for  falutary  piirpofes,  far  above  the  reach  of 
iiuman  comprehenfion  :  their  efFeds  are  evi- 
dently perceived,  but  their  inveftigation 
eludes  the  fearch  of  the  mofl  acute  phllo- 
fophical  inquirer.  A  bufy  phyfician,  then, 
either  by  mifconceiving  the  cafe,  or  by  a  mif- 
application  of  remedies,  though  authorifed 
by  the  beft  medical  writers,  might  do  much 
mifchief  by  a  few  prefcriptions.  Certain 
conditions  fliouid  be  eftabliflied,  founded  on 
experience,  reafon,  and  the  nature  of  each 
individual  cafe.* 

Sup- 

Syfrrptomatcu  Exiifpicia, 
Virgin!  annos  20,  nate  fan-  Venter  ampliflimus,  vis  aquae 
_guis  per  uterum  refponderc  ingens  ;  pr3;cipuum  &  pecu- 
defiit,  ante  duos  annos,  do-  Hare  vitium  in  teftibus,  tu- 
ilores  ad  hypochondria  orti  bis,  ipfoqae  utero  erat.  Om- 
funt,  dein  venter  intumuit  aies  hse  partes  concretje  erant 
•ad  magnara  moleni,  cum     alis  vefpertilionuna 

in  maffam  tuberofam  infor- 
mara. 

Fccmina,  poft  fuppreflionem  a    Teftes    albi,   duri,  fcirrhofi, 
quatuor  menfibus,  hyfterica       asquo  majores  fuo,  ponders 
afFcftione  dein  etiam  mania       quafi  pone  uterum  tradi. 
laborabat. 

*  In  obftruQed  menfes  it  might  be  rcafonably  expefted,  that 
Sydenham,  Boerhaare,  Aftruc,  Pitcairn,  and  tlie  late  Dr.  Shaw, 
phyfician  to  Kin^  George  the  Second,  bad  been  diiefted  by  rea- 
fon and  experience  :  but  calomel,  a  mercurial,  is  ordered  by  Syden- 

5  haiv 


22 


A  TREATISE  OM  FEMALE 


Suppreflions  fucceeding  accidental  hsemor- 
rhages,  violent  evacuations,  fevers,  or  any 
other  debilitating  difeafes,  fliould,  in  ge- 
neral, be  trealed  only  with  tonics,  or  fome- 
times  without  medicine,  by  air,  exercife,  &c. 

Partial  or  total  fuppreffions,  from  changes 
of  air,  climates,  feafons,  or  flight  colds,  un- 
lefs  they  continue  long,  and  produce  ill  ef-^ 
fedls,  fhould  be  left  to  nature. 

Suppreffions  producing  inflammatory  and 
other  fymptoms  of  inconvenience,  require 
medical  afliflance  to  remove  the  complaints, 
or  promote  the  difcharge  :  but  every  attempt 
of  this  nature  fliould  be  founded  on  a  clear 
knowledge  pf  phyfiology,  the  peculiarities 
of  the  conftitution,  and  efFedts  of  remedies ; 

it 

ham  and  Aftruc,  In  the  dofe  of  20  gr. ;  by  Boerhaave,  10  gr, ; 
Shaw,  from  10  to  15  grains  at  bed-time,  and  of  jalap  20  gr,  , 
compound  powder  of  fena  20  gr.,  and  fix  grains  of  vitriolated 
tartar  mixed  together,  or  20  grains  of  fome  draftic  aloetic  pill, 
the  following  morning :  the  fame  has  been  copied  hy  Brooks  and 
others.  Skilful  and  experienced  phylicians  indubitably  muft 
know,  that  homicide,  or  irremediable  injury  to  conftitutions, 
are  likely  to  be  the  confequences  of  fuch  dangerous  praftices. 
What  unfafe  guides  muft  fuch  writers,  though  in  many  inftances 
juftly  celebrated,  be  to  the  generality  of  junior  praftitioners ;  and 
^he  more  fo,  as  the}-  are  univerfally  read,  admired,  and  recom- 
mended !  The  dofes  are  20  or  40  times  more  than  it  is,  in  gcne- 
h  fafe  to  giye,  efpecially  to  delicate  women. 
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it  fhould  be  conduced  with  great  circumfpec- 
tion,  taking  particular  care  to  be  certain  the 
female  is  not  pregnant;  which  is  beft  known 
by  the  fullnefs  of  the  breafts :  for  if  the 
breafts  be  flaccid,  and  the  veflelsnot  turgid, 
pregnancy  may  not  be  fiipppofed  to  be  prefent. 

Sudden  fupprelTions  during  the  difcharge, 
from  cold,  or  any  other  caufe,  are  often  re- 
moved by  repeatedly  bathing  the  feet  and  legs 
in  warm  water  and  common  fait,  half  an 
hour  or  more,  night  and  morning,  or  at  night 
alone.  This  is  exceller^  for  recent  colds  in 
general.  At  the  fame  time,  a  few  grains  of 
the  -pi/u/a  Rufi^  with  or  without  the  pilul. 
gummas y  may  be  ufeful. 

The  efforts,  however,  to  produce  the  flow 
of  the  catamenia,  fhould  be  particularly  di- 
rected about  the  time  of  the  fucceeding  pe- 
riod. Then  warm  bathing  to  the  legs,  and 
fomentations  for  the  abdomen,  will  be  pro- 
per j  and  from  20  to  40  drops  of  the  fpirit 
nitr.  dulc.  joined  with,  from  gtt.  xxxx.  ad 
5j.  of  the  tindtura  facra,  oj:  elix.  aloes,  and 
taken  in  penny-royal  water  twice  or  thrice  in 
the  day,  a  little  warm. 

In 
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In  all  inflammations,  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, and  head-ach,  arifing  from  plethora,  or 
in  the  pleurify,  bleeding  and  the  antiphlogiftic 
regimen  will  be  proper  :  but  when  the  fluids 
become  depraved  by  a  long  fuppreffion,  the 
methods  of  treatment  recommended  in  the 
chlo?oJis  will  befl:  fucceed  ;  for  thefe  purpo- 
fes,  mineral  alteratives,  as  the  plumber's 
pill,  cinnabar,  &c.  or  my  puhis  mineralis pu- 
rijjcans^  have  produced  excellent  efFe6ts*j 
or  other  mercurials  joined  with  antimonial 
fulphurs,  &c.  may  be  prefcribed. 

Of  the  immoderate  Flow  o/zZ'^'  Menses. 

When  the  menftrual  evacuation  exceeds  in 
quantity,  or  happens  more  frequently  than 
ufual,  and  caufes  debility,  it  is  conlidered  an 
immoderate  flow  of  the  menfes. 

1 .  The  remote  caufes  may  be  nourifhing 
high  diet,  heating  liquors,  violent  fl:rainings 
or  exercife,  particularly  dancing;  violent 
pafllons  of  the  mind. 

2.  Cofl:ivenefs,  or  any  efforts  that  diredl  or 
.caufe  a  great  flow  of  blood  to  the  uterus. 

3-  An 

*The  methods  recommended  in  the  fcirrhous  breafts,  as  caufe- 
rcmoving  remedies  in  glandular  and  other  obftrudlions,  are  moft 
likely  to  fucceed  by  a  long  perfeverance. 
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3.  An  over-diftenfion  of  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  uterine  veflels,  from  frequent 
abortions,  child-bearing,  difficult  and  preter- 
natural labors. 

4.  Living  in  warm  chambers,  an  inadive 
life;  too  much  freedom  in  the  ufe  of  weaken- 
ing liquids,  as  tea,  &c. 

The  more  immediate  caufes  are  plethora 
and  floridity,  a  ferous  or  acrid  ftate  of  the 
blood ;  for  large  uterine  haemorrhages,  by 
difcharging  the  red  particles,  deprave  and 
render  acrid  all  the  human  fluids,  relax  the 
folids,  and  produce  febricula  ;  thefe  jointly 
often  become  the  caufes  of  future  haemorrhages* 
6.  An  impetuous  force  in  the  arteries,  and 
an  impeded  circulation  in  the  veins  j  by 
which  the  lateral  appendices  in  the  uterus 
are  diftended,  and  often  become  flaccid,  and 
incapable  of  refifting  the  increafed  motion 
■  and  quantity  of  the  blood  ;  hence  they  arc 
ruptured,  or  corroded  by  an  acrid  flate  of  the 
blood,  and  a  violent  irrefiflible  flux  is  the 
confequence.    This  being  repeated,  produces 
a  general  relaxation  of  the  uterine  vefTels,  and 
the  relaxation-  caufes  a  continuance  of  the 
complaint;  for,  when  by  nutritious  diet  the 

vefTels 
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veflels  begin  to  fill,  the  blood,  finding  a 
\veak  refiftance  in  thefe  parts,  opens  again, 
and  unloads  itfelf  by  frequent  and  often  irre- 
gular uterine  heemorrhages. 

7.  Extraneous  bodies  in  the  uterus,  fcir- 
rhus,  ulcer,  abortions. 

8.  In  the  mind  a  great  fenfibility. 

The  fymptoms  and  effedls  of  an  immode- 
rate flux  of  the  menfes  are  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  difcharged,  and  ftrength  of  the 
conftitution       A  large  flow  may  be  falutary 

to 

*  Anatomical  Examinations  after  Death. 
Morbi  a  catameniis  inmodicis, 

Syfnptomata.  Exti/picia  cadwverum, 

Menfes  immodici,  cum  doloribus  Tumores  cyftici  in  abdomine, 
ventris  conatibus  hyftericis, 
crurum  &  abdominis  intu- 
mefcentia. 

•         Accedunt  tumores  in  hy-  Tumores  fteatomatofi  circa  ova-t 

pogaftrio  &  dein  hydrops.  ria,  aqua  in  abdomine. 

Menfes  mmoderati  fluunt  cum    Tumor  fteatomatofus  circa  ute- 
tumore  in  regione  pubis.  rum. 

Sqftis  cadaveribus  per  hunc  morbum  extinftorum  in  confpeftun^ 

veniebant;S«//xOTfj  perduri,  tumidi,  infarfti,  pure  excfi. 
In.'ejihia  contrafta,  purulenta,  putrida. 
Mefenterium  infarftum,  tumens,  induratum. 
Htpar,  maximum,  fcirrhofum. 
Lien  durus,  ingens,  faniofus. 
Pancreas  mole  maximum,  fcirrhofum. 

Re>tes 
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to  fomc,  but  highly  injurious  to  others.  It 
may,  by  evacuating  all  the  red  particles,  pro- 
duce palenefs,  faintings,  coldnefs  of  the  ex- 
tremities, convullions,  cedematous  fwellings 
in  the  feet,  cachexy,  dropfy,  hedic  fever,  and, 
confumption. 

The  manner  of  cure  fliould  be  accommo- 
dated to  the  various  caufes.  In  cafes  of  ple- 
thora and  floridity,  bleeding  is  proper,  and 
a  very  abftemious  diet  j  in  the  depraved  ftate 
of  the  fluids,  a  cure  will  feldom  be  effected, 
but  by  reftoring  the  blood  to  a  proper  confifl:- 
ence,  and  ftrengthening  the  folids ;  extrane- 
ous bodies,  if  poffible,  fhould  be  removed  ; 
the  fcirrhus  and  ulcer  require  a  diftind:  and 
peculiar  treatment. 

The  time  of  adminiftering  remedies  fhould 
be  well  confidered  j  while  the  flux  be  prefent, 
great  caution  fhould  be  ufed.  The  /udden 
Jioppage  has  produced  dangerous  diforders,  as 
coughs,  fpitting  of  blood,  the  fcirrhus  and 

•  cancer 

Rtnes  cakulof.,  a  fede  dimoti. 

Uterus  fanguine  fcatens,  fcirrhofus,  quafi  cartilagineus,  purulen- 

tus,  exefus,  difruptus. 
In  pe£iore  &  abdomine,  ftagnationes  ferofc  &  fordidzo. 
Ovariorum  &  iubaruin  hydrops;  tumores  ingentes,  fcirrhofij  dca- 

tomaton,  &c. 
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Cancer  of  the  womb  *  j  therefore  the  attempts, 
in  general,  at  this  time  Ihould  be  to  mode- 
rate the  difcharge  by  reft,  tranquillity  of  mind, 
and  a  diminifhed  diet,  but  efpecially  of  the 
liquid  kind  to  the  plethoric.  In  weaknefs, 
the  habit  muft  be  fupported  by  light,  nutri- 
tious, dry  diet,  and  aglafs  of  red  port.  Hot 
liquid  food,  as  caudle,  &c.  increafes  the  evil : 
but  an  almoft  total  ahfiinence  from  food  and 
liquids,  by  cutting  off  the  fupply,  will  avail 
more  than  any  thing  in  fafcly  checking  the 
difcharge,  in  conjundtion  with  cold  air. 

If  thefe  methods  fail,  and  it  become  ne- 
ceflary  to  check  the  difcharge,  the  treatment 
fhould  be  condu6ted  according  to  the  diver- 
iity  of  conftitutions  and  cafes. 

Remedies  for  the  plethoric  and  florid  before 
the  body  is  much  relaxed. 

Small  and  fometimes  repeated  bleedings  in 
the  arm. 

Gentle 

•  From  having  feen  a  great  variety  of  cancerous,  and  other 
wOiT.b  cafes,  I  muft  obferve  that  there  have  been  many  inftanceg 
in  which  thofe  difoixlers  may  be  traced,  to  be  owing  to  an  ill- 
timed  attempt  to  ftop  the  menftrual  difcharge  by  ftrong  ftyptics. 
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Gentle  laxatives  of  oil  and  manna,  fal  po- 
lychreflum,  magnefia,  rhubarb,  or  cremor 
tartar. 

Terra  foliata  tartar!  ad  -srs. 
Sal  nitrum  ad  9j.  diffolved. 
Miftura  falina. 

Tindura  rofarum  cum  nitro. 

Which  may  be  adminiftered  alone,  or  oc- 
eafionally  with 

Liquor,  anodyn.  min.  HofFm.  cum  nitro* 
Elix.  paregor.  ad  3j. 
Tinftura  Thebaic,  ad  gtt.  v. 
Julep,  e  camphor,  ad  §fs. 

Cloths  dipped  in  brandy  and  vinegar,  equal 
parts,  and  applied  cold  to  the  loins. 

CucurbiculiS  applicat^s  mammis  fine  facrifi- 
catione, 

A  cool  room,  lying  coolly  on  a  couch,  an 
abftemious  diet  j  but,  above  all,  tranquillity 
of  mind. 

Remedies  for  the  pallid,  nervous,  and  relaxed. 

Cortex  Peruvianus  ad  Sfs. 
Terra  Japonica  ad 
Sanguis  dracon.  ad  9ij. 
Elix.  vitriol,  dulc.  ad  5j. 
 paregor.  ad  5j. 

Infuf. 
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Infus.  fol  papav.  cum  fumraitatibus  millefolii  &  floribnl 
chamomillse  vulgaris. 
Extraft.  cort.  Peruv.  ad 

'  Ligni  Campechen. 

■  Camphora  ad  gr.  v. 
Rad.  valerian,  fylves.  ad 
Tinftura  rofar.  ad  gij. 

 corticis  Peruv.  ad  5ij. 

i  terrse  Japon.  ad  '^Ks. 

Confedt.  damocrat.  ad  9j.  ; 
Aq.  Selteran.  cum  vino  rubro. 

Liquor,  anodynus  mineralis  Hoffmanni  cUin  vel  fine  pauc6 
opii. 

More  powerful  remedies  of  the  flyptic  kind, 
which  are  rarely  neceffary,  and  which 
fliould  be  ufed  very  cautioufly,  are, 

Alumen  ad  gr.  xij.  diffolved. 

Serum  aluminofum  ad  giij.  ter  de  die. 

Lixivium  martis  ad  gtt.  xv.  in  aqua. 

Vitriol,  alb.  ad  gr.  fs.     1     Diffolved  in  decofto  cort*  Pe* 

 coerul.adigr.     /       ruv.  vel  tind.  rofar. 

Colcothar  vitriol,  ad  gt.  xx* 
Tinftura  ftyptica  ad  '5j. 

Elix.  vitriol,  acid,  ad  gtt.  xx,  in  aq.  menth.  vel  pura. 
Flores  zinci  ad  gr.  v.  diffolved  in  aq.  rofar. 

The  tinBura  faturninai  and  the  faccharum 
faturni^  are  recommended  by  authors;  but 
are  very  dangerous  remedies :  for  befides 
their  poifonous  qualities,  they  may  occafion 

faljies 
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falfies  of  the  flomachy  intejiines,  or  other  parts 
and  though  they  may  have  fucceeded  in  fome 
inftances,  who  knows  how  fatal  their  confe- 
quences  have  been  in  others  ?  It  is  the  abfurd- 
ly  drawing  general  conclufions  from  particu^ 
lar  injiances  of  fuccefs,  that  the  ufe  of  fuch 
preparations,    and  other  numerous  errors, 
have  been  adopted.    When  methods  of  cure 
are  fafe  and  innocent,  even  though  arifing 
from  fuperftition,  or  ignorance  in  the  pre- 
fcriber,  they  cannot  do  mifchief,  except  loof- 
ing  time  in  the  attempts  to  cure;  but  all 
poifonous  and  hazardous  remedies,  like  lead 
internally,  fliould  be  banifhed  from  prad:ice. 
It  may  happen,  that  all  medical  attempts  to 
flop  the  immoderate  flux  may,  in  fome  few 
inftances,  prove  fruitlefs,  and  death  may  be 
the  confequence:  in  which  cafe,  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  having  adopted  a  fafe  practice, 
muft  be  not  only  fatisfadlory  to  the  friends, 
but  likewife  to  every  praditioner  of  inte- 
grity. 
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FORMULA. 

For  the  plethoric  and  florid,  when  the  flux" 

is  recent. 

.  Gentle,  cooling  laxatives,  in  thefe  cafes, 
fiiould  be  cautioufly  prefcribcd,  as  any  irri- 
tation on  the  redtum  may  fenfibly  afFedl  the 
uterus,  and  increafe  the  flux.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  all  warm  clyfters  are  abfolutely  im- 
proper. 

Laxatives. 

No.  II.  R.  Crem.  tart.  5j. 

V  I    ■  Mann.  opt.  gfs.  folv. 
'  Aq.  com.  gij, 

M«  f.  hauftus,  pro  re  nata  fumcndus. 

No.  12.  R.  01.  amygdal.  duk.  5vj. 

Mannae  opt.  |fs.  ad  gj.  folv.  in 
Aquae  purse  sifs.;  deinde  adde 

Mucilag.  gum.  arab.       M.  f.  hauftui. 

No.  13.  R.  Pulv,  rhei.  gr.  xij.  ad  Jfs. 

Magnef.  alb.  calcinat.  5ifs, 
Aq.  menth.  vulg.  fimp.  gifs. 
Tinft.  fenas  5iij.  M.  f.  hauftus. 

To  check  the  impetuous  circulation. 

Sanguis  mittendus  ad  §vj.  §viij.  vel  Bxij., 

If  there  be  no  cojitra^indication. 

No. 
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No.  14.  R.  Sal.  nitr.  gr.  x.  ad  9j. 

Aq.  puras  gifs.  fyr.  papav.  errat.  5j.  M.  f.  hauftus* 
ter  vel  quater  in  die  fumendus. 

To  this  draught  may  be  added  of  julep  e 
camphor,  sfs.  and  inftead  of  the  fyr.  papav. 
from  3  to  10  drops  of  tindlura  thebaica,  if  it 
may  be  fafely  giverii 

No.  15.  R.  Tinft.  rofar.  §ifs. 

Sal  nitr.  purilT.  gr.  Vi  ad  xij.  vel  ad  5fsi  M.  f.  hauf- 
tus,  quarta  quaque  hora  fumendus. 

No.  16.  R.  Liquor  anodyn.  min,  HofFman.  gtt,  xx.  ad  Lx. 
Aq.  pura;  §ifs. 

Sal  nitr.  g.  vel  Bj.  fyr.  papav.  errat.  5j.  M.  f.  hauf- 
tus,  ter  vel  qUater  de  die  fumendus. 

^11  ftimulants  and  cordials  fhould  be,  if 
J)offible,  omitted :  but,  in  cafe  of  naufea,  to 
the  foregoing  draughts  may  be  added, 

Tinftura  ftomachica  ad  5ij. 

 ' — —  cinnamomi  ad  5ij. 

Confedl.  cardiac,  ad  gr.  xr. 
Aq.  cinnam.  fimp. 
— —  menth.  vulg.  fimp. 
—  nuc.  raofchat.  51  j. 
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FORMULiE. 

For  the  pallid,  nervous,  and  relaxed. 
Laxatives,  if  abfolutely  neceflary,  are, 

Tindlura  rhei  ad  §fs. 

 fenas  ad  5vj.  in  aqua. 

Magnefia  alba  calc.  ad  5ij« 
Lac  fulph. 

Rhubarb,  ad  gr.  xij.  cum  ^j-  crem,  tart. 

To  check  the  immoderate  flux  : 

No.  17.  R.  Tindt.  Terras  Japon.5ij. 
Elix.  vitriol,  dulc.  5j« 
Aq.  com.  gifs.  M.  f.  hauftus. 

No.  iS.  R.  Tinft.  rofar.  §ij. 

Vitriol,  alb.  gr.  |  vel  |.  M.  f.  Iiaultus,  bis  vel  ter  in 
die  fumendus. 

No.  19.  R.  Tinft.  Thebaic,  gtt.  v.  vel  x. 

Elix.  vitriol,  dulc.  5j'  M.  f.  hauftus  qnarta  quaque 
hora  fumendus. 

For  the  nervous,  who  cannot  bear  the 
more  pow^erful  opiates : 

No.  20.  R.  Camphor,  pulv.  gr.  iij.  ad  v, 

Pulv.  rad.  valerian,  fylv.  gr.  xx.  ad  9ij. 
Confefl.  democrat,  gr.  x.  ad  xv.  fyr.  fimp.  q.  s.  M.  f. 
bol.ter  in  die  fumendus  fuperbibendo  gij,  tinftura;  rofa- 
rum,  vel  infuf.  rad.  valerian. 


If 
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If  great  pain  attend,  and  opiates  be  thought 
neceflary  ; 

No,  21,  R.  Liquor,  anodyn.  min.  HofF.  gtt.  xx,  ad  xl. 
Decoft.  pedloral.  gifs. 

Tinft.  Thebaic,  gtt.  v.  ad  x.  bis  vel  ter  in  die  fu- 
tnendus. 

If  a  cough  fhould  be  troublefome  ; 

No.  22.  jR.EIix.pareg0r.3j. 

Aq.  cum  §ifs.  M.  f.  hauftus  ter  vel  quater  in  die 
fumendus. 

Or  an  oleous  or  fperma  ceti  draught  with 
opium. 

In  this  laft  cafe,  all  aftringents  are  impro- 
per. 

More  powerful  prefcriptions. 

No,  23.  R.  Extraft.  cort.  Peruv.  gfs. 

Aq.  cinnam.  fimp.  §ij.  fyr.  papav.  errat.  §fs.  M.  ca- 
piat coch.  parv.  tertia  quaque  hora,  in  tinft.  rofar. 

Of  the  flyptic  kind,  and  mofl:  powerful, 
but  not  always  fafe,  and  rarely  neceffary  : 

No.  24.  R.  Flor.  zinc.  gr.  v.  ad  x. 

Aq.  rofar.       M.  f.  hauftus,  ter  vel  quater  de  die 
fumendus. 

Ligatures  applied  to  the  extremeties  are 
advantageous. 

D  2  R.  Alumen, 
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No.  25.  R.  Alumcn.  gr.  x.  folve  in  aq.  cinnam.  fimp.  sij. 

Tinft.  Thebaic,  gtt.  v.  M.  f.  hauftus  ter  vel  quater 
dc  die  fumendus. 

It  happens  fometimes,  that  neither  opiates 
nor  ftyptic  remedies  will  flop  the  haemorrhage, 
until  the  quantity  of  blood  be  greatly  leflened 
in  the  whole  body,  and  then,  the  emptinefs 
of  the  veflels  proves  the  cure, 

Thefe  are  the  general  methods  of  treatment 
during  the  immoderate  difcharge  of  the  cata- 
menia:  but  the  utmoft  efforts  fliould  be 
adopted  to  prevent  heemorrhages ;  this  can 
beft  be  effedled  between  the  periods. 

The  treatment  between  the  periods  of  the 
difcharge  fhould  be  directed, 

1.  To  prevent  the  fullnefs  of  the  veffels. 

2.  To  ftrengthen  the  folids  in  general,  and 
the  uterine  veffels  in  particular. 

3.  To  reftore  the  blood  from  a  ferous,  or 
acrid,  to  a  juft  confidence,  and  a  mild  balfa- 
mic  flate. 

4.  To  allay  nervous  fenfibility. 

As  haemorrhages  feldom  happen,  unlcfs; 
there  be  a  fufficient  quantity  of  blood  in  the  bo-- 
dy  to  rupture  the  veffels,  one  principal  part  oft 
the  cure  confifts  in  not  only  obtaining,  butt 

prefervingJ 
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preferving  a  diminifhed  quantity  of  blood, 
by  a  great  abflinence  from  liquids;  for  by 
this  means,  the  very  fources  of  fupply  are 
cutoff.    If  little  be  drank,  the  blood  veffels, 
which  are,  or  have  been  diftended  beyond 
their  proper  dimenfions,  will  gradually  con- 
tract themfelves  to  their  original  fize,  acquire 
ftrength  daily,  and  not  having  fo  large  a  co- 
lumn of  blood  to  circulate,  they  will  refift 
the  morbid  difpofition  to  evacuate  fo  violently 
the  catamenia.    If  the  ufual  fupply  of  li- 
quids, of  whatever  quality,  be  indulged  in, 
the  profpeds  of  cure  will  be  very  doubtful, 
and  in  fbme  cafes  impoffible.    Tea,  coffee, 
iand  fuch  liquids,  therefore,  fhould  be  avoid- 
ed, or  ufed  very  fparingly. 

For  breakfaft. — Hartfhorn  fliavings,  or  ifin- 
'•glafs,  boiled  in  water  to  a  jelly,  a  little  of 
which  may  be  mixed  with  milk ;  but  the 
quantity  fhould  never  exceed  a  fmall  tea- cup- 
ful or  two,  with  a  dry  toaft. 

Simolina,  rice,  fago,  and  falep,  or  a  thin 
chocolate,  with  fome  ground  rice. 

If  tea  cannot  be  difpenfed  with,  it  may  be 
onixed  with  the  yolk  of  a  new-laid  egg  and 
plilk:  but  in  all  cafes,  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach, 

and 


38  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

and  inclinations  of  each  individual,  fhould  be 
confulted  and  accommodated  in  the  manner 
leaft  likely  to  difagree. 

lyTnfier. — All  foups  and  liquid  food  what- 
ever jfhould  be  avoided,  as  like  wife  the  fait 
and  fpicy.  Fifli  may  be  eaten  with  fimple 
gravy,  or  beef  tea,  inflead  of  butter. 

Lean  parts  of  meat,  roaft  or  boiled,  and 
potatoes  or  poultry,  vegetables,  or  legumi- 
nous food,  will  not  be  proper ;  as  thefe  laft 
caufe  flatulency,  and  excite  a  ftimulus. 

Large  draughts  of  fmall  beer,  water,  or  any 
other  efFervefcing  liquors,  are  improper;  but, 
inflead,  a  little  wine  and  water,  and  even  por- 
ter, may  be  ufed;  though  the  quantity  fliould 
be  proportioned  to  the  other  food,  conflitu- 
lion,  and  exercifes  of  the  patient. 

Fruits  fliould  be  likewife  ufed  very  mode- 
rately. 

Tea-time.— tea,  or  not  above  one  fmall 
difh,  fliould  be  drank  in  the  afternoon. 

Supper, — Little  or  no  fupper,  except  dry 
bread  or  toaft,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  wine 
and  water,  or  porter. 

Bleeding  a  few  days  before  the  difcharge 
isexped:ed,  isfometimes  ufcful. 

Coflivenef:: 
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Coftivenefs  fliould  be  particularly  attended 
to,  prevented,  or  removed  :  but  this  without 
purging,  or  exciting  much  flimulus  in  the 
redum.  Lac  fulphur  and  calcined  magnefia, 
cremor  tartari,  lenitive  ejeduary,  fal  poly- 
chreftum,  manna,  oil,  ftewed  prunes,  rhu- 
barb in  powder  or  extradl ;  or,  in  fome  cafes, 
the  pilula  ex  colocynth.  fimplicior.  ad  gr.  iij, 
vel  vj.  according  to  the  diverfity  of  the  con- 
ftitutions,  may  be  recommended. 

Gentle  exercife  and  clear  air  will  prove 
greatly  advantageous. 

Thefe  rxiethods,  without,  or  with  little 
medicine,  will  frequently  fucceed  in  remov- 
ing the  very  caufes  of  the  uterine  haemor- 
rhage ;  by  lefTening  the  blood's  motion  and 
quantity,  changing  its  quality,  and  ftrength- 
cning  the  folids  in  general. 

To  reftore  the  uterine  veffels  in  particular, 
general  or  partial  cold  bathing  in  the  fea,  or 
cold  bath,  or  in  what  the  French  call  6idee, 
may  be  ufeful,  when  ufed  with  great  circum- 
fpedion :  but,  above  all,  placidity  of  mind, 
and  refilling  thofe  natural  impulfes,  as  much 
as  pofTible,  that  dired  a  flux  of  fluids  to  the 
yterus. 

When 
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When  repeated  hsemorrhages  have  made 
g'reat  ravages  in  the  conflitution;  when  the 
craffamentum  of  the  blood  is,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  depraved  or  defl:royed ;  the  face  extreme- 
ly pallid  J  a  ferum  or  lymph  circulates  through 
the  whole  fyftem,  and  all  the  functions,  na- 
tural, animal,  and  vital,  are  injured  ;  the  at- 
tempts to  cure  maft  be  varied  according  to 
circumftances.  In  general,  however^  the  bark, 
vitriolic  acid,  bitters,  and  reftoratives,  in  con- 
jundlion  with  the  prefcribed  diet,  may  often 
fucceed.  If  the  blood  be  in  an  acrid  ftate, 
then  tht  pul vis  minevalis  purificans^  cinnaba- 
rine  preparations,  and  demulcents,  properly 
applied,  may  avail ;  but  jf  any  of  the  princi- 
pal vifcera  be  very  much  affedled,  all  medi- 
cal affiftance  whatever  may  prove  fruitlefs, 
and  an  incurable  dropfy  may  be  the  confer 
quence. 

To  allay  nervous  fenfibility,  the  mind  muft 
be  particularly  attended  to,  and  all  objedts  or 
ideas  that  engage  the  attention,  or  excite 
(emotions  of  the  foul,  fliould  be  fuppreffed  or 
removed.  In  ihefe  circumftances,  patients 
fhould  endeavour  to  fecond  the  efforts  of  the 
phyfician,  by  determined  calmnefs  and  pla- 
cidity 
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cidity  of  the  mind  j  for  without  this,  medicine 
will  fcarcely  fucceed.  The  remedies  moft 
proper  will  be  thofe  of  the  nervous  kind, 
which  allay  irritation,  without  heating  the  ha- 
bit or  quickening  the  circulation,  as  valerian 
root,  camphor,  &c. 

F radical  AdmonitiGns  a?jd  Obfervatlons , 

In  regulating  the  ncccfTary  abftinence  from 
drinks,  no  particular  ftandard  with  regard  to 
quantity  can  be  eftablifhed :  but  this  fhould 
be  determined  by  the  effedls  liquids  have  in 
the  conflitution  j  the  excretions  of  urine,  per- 
fpiration,  and  the  peculiarities  of  each  habit 
confidered  individually. 

An  immoderate  flow  of  the  menfes  is  fre- 
quently accompanied  with  naufea  and  vo- 
mitings, from  extreme  nervous  fenfibility, 
and  the  fympathetic  confent  of  parts.  In 
fuch  inftances  both  medicine  and  food  in- 
creafe  the  ficknefs  and  vomitings ;  therefore 
neither  fhould  be  adminiftered.  So  great  is 
the  fenfibility  at  fuch  times,  that  the  leafl: 
fmell  of  any  thing,  not  even  difagreeable, 
will  excite  vomiting  j  and  every  effort  to  dif- 

chargc 
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charge  upwards  what  may  be  on  the  jdo- 
mach,  occafions  a  rapid  flow  of  the  uterine 
flux. 

The  learned  Dr.  Cullen,  of  Edinburgh, 
propofes  this  query  :  whether  gentle  eme- 
tics would  not  be  advantao^eous  in  an  immo* 
derate  uterine  haemorrhage  ?  If  long  experi- 
ence and  ftridt  obfervation  in  pradiice  may 
determine  this  queftion,  in  oppoiition  to  a 
vifionary  theory,  the  anfweris,Noj  and  fuch 
a  rough  practice-  might,  in  a  few  minutes, 
deflroy  the  patient.  In  moft  of  the  cafes 
where  the  uterine  floodings  have  proved  fa- 
tal, vomiting  is  one  of  the  moft  deftrucftive 
fymptoms  j  its  ad:ion  always  increafes  the 
difcharge  to  a  dreadful  degree.  As,  there- 
fore, it  arifes  commonly  from  fympathy  with 
the  uterus,  and  from  no  difeafe  in  the  fto- 
mach,  increafing  its  force  by  a  vomit,  muft 
more  or  lefs  be  attended  with  dangerous  cor;- 
fequenccs  *. 

The 

*  Pratflitioncrs  fliould  always  recollect,  that  what  may  prove 
very  CiEcacious  in  one  country,  may  do  irreparable  mifchief  iu 
another.  Iti  Scotland,  notwithftanding  the  coldnefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, I  have  feen  people  walking  half  naked,  without  fhoes  or 
ftockings ;  'the  food  is  chiefly  oatmeal  and  fmall  beer ;  the  habi- 
tations 
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The  immediate  connexion  of  the  uterus 
and  re(5lum  forbids  the  ufe  of  warm  or  laxa- 
tive clyflers,  or  irritating  purgatives,  as  they 
would  increafe  the  menftrual  evacuation. 

No  opiates  fhould  be  ufed,  until  it  be  firft 
known  whether  the  patient  can  bear  them ; 
for  fmall  dofes,  even  five  drops  of  liquid  lau- 
danum, in  very  nervous  and  irritable  habits, 
have  produced  dangerous  convulfions. 

The  more  powerful  aftringents,  or  llyptics, 
fhould  never  be  ufed  but  in  cafes  of  the  moft 
urgent  neceflity,  and,  even  then,  in  fmall 
dofes. 

When  the  patient  is  recovering,  the  diet 
fhould  be  nutritious,  but  foiall  in  quantity, 
and  gradually  increafed.     The  ufual  food 
fhould  not  be  permitted,  until  there  be  no 
probability  of  a  return  of  the  diforder. 

Of  i/pe  Fl\j OR  Albus,  or  Whites. 

A  periodical  or  continual  difcharge  of 
a  white,  pale,  greenifh,  or  yellow  humor, 

from 

tations  unclean.  This  hard  way  of  living  may  produce  a  conSi- 
tution  that  may  bear  rou^b  and  kiichit  methods  of  cure :  but 
pradtitioners  in  medicine  fliould  be  extremely  cautious  how  they 
introduce  German,  Dutch,  or  Scotch  methods  of  pradice  in 
London,  where  people  are  reared,  and  live  in  quite  a  different 
manner. 
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from  the  uterine  veffels,  is  called  the  Fluor 
Albus*. 

It  is  commonly  accompanied  with  a  wafl^ 
ing  of  the  body,  palenefs,  debility,  headach* 
pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  lofs  of  appetite, 
and  nebulous  or  turbid  urine. 

The  remote  caufes  are,  a  tender  and  deli- 
cate conflitution  of  body ;  too  great  humidi- 
ty, either  from  liquids  or  moill:  air ;  coflive- 
nefs ;  fait  or  vifcid  diet ;  too  much  fleep  or 
indulgence  in  bed ;  a  fedentary  life ;  fup- 
preffion,  or  an  entire  cefTation  of  the  catame- 
nia ;  frequent  abortions  ;  laborious  and  diffi- 
cult labors ;  violent  exercife }  affedlions  of 
the  mind. 

The  immediate  caufes  are  a  morbid  affec- 
tion of  thofe  veffels  in  the  uterus  that  pour 
out  the  catamenia*f-. 

The 

*  Synoaima  &  definitiones  a  variis  fcriptoribus. 

Sawvaget.—Leucotihxa.  ferofo-flavse,  vel  puriformis  materisc 
ex  utcro  delapfus. 

Linnaus. — Muci  e  finu  muliebri  effluxus. 

Fogelius. — Fluor  albus.  Nimia  muci  aut  ichoris  ex  vulva  pro- 
fufio. 

Fr.  Hofftnannus. — Cachexia  uterina,  five  fluor  albus. 
J.  Ju7icker. — Fluor  albus. 

+  Authors  have  not  perfedlly  agreed  on  this  matter. 
Hoffman  fays, — Nil  itaque  eft  dubii,  quin  per  eadem  vafa,  vi- 
as  &  pores  fluxus  matcriae  raucida;  contingat,  e  quibus  ipfe  men- 

ftruus 
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The  color,  confidence,  and  quality  of  the 
fluor  albus  greatly  differ  in  different  conftitu- 

tions. 

flruus  fanguis  fertur,  atque  hujus  adverte  evidens  argumentum 
eft,  quod  menfibus  fuppreffis,  fluor  albus  in  quibufdam,  loco  ho- 
rum  fuperveniens  obfervetur. 

Heijier,  fpeaking  de  menftruorum  fontlbus,  p.  8i,  fays, — 
Quibus  obfervationibus  variifque  rationibus  nixus,  naturam  in 
hoc  negotio  variare,  &  mode  per  uterum,  modo  per  vaginam, 
modo  forte  per  utraque  loca  exire,  cum  Friendio  *,  Morgano, 
&  Vatero  +  exiftimo. 

De  Graa/.—^Cum  de  fluore  albo  menftruorum  nobis  hie  fermo 
fit,  alia  difficultas  oboritur,  num  fcilicet  fluor  ille,  fi  continuus 
exiftat,  a  gonorrhoea  fit  diftinguendus  ?  Ita  namque  inter  fe  con- 
veniunt,  ut  nifi  mentem  adhibeat  medicus,  pra2  fimilitudine  fa- 
cile in  crrorem  abeat,  quanquam  a  diverfis  partibus  procedant,  &: 
per  diftinfta  loca  excernantur  :  fiquidem  fluor  iifdem,  quibus 
menftrua  fluunt,  duftibus  ejicitur,  &€. 

■  Gonorrhoeam  vero  ex  glandulofo  corpore  provenire, 

&  per  lacunos  circum  &  in  meatus  urinarii  exitu  collocatas  erum- 
pere,  cadaveris  alicujus  mulieris  hoc  vitio  infefti  diflediio  palam 
fecit;,  nam  utero  ejufque  vagina  innoxiis,  corpus  glandulofum 
five  proftatas  urethrae  circumpofitas  folum  male  affeftas  vidimus. 

Morgagni  de  fedibus  &caufis  morborum,  lib.  iii.  epift.  xlvii. 

Ob.  II. — Muliebris  fluoris  fontes  in  utero  plerumque  funt. 
Rarum  eft  enim  quod  in  Hiftoria  Regiae  Academiae  Parifienfis  Ic- 
gitur;  ex  amplo  alterius  ovarii  abfceflu,  quocum  tuba  commu- 
nicabat,  in  hanc  purulentum  ferum,  ex  eaque  in  uterum,  ex  hoc 
denique  in  vaginam  defluxifle.  Ipfe  autcm  uterus  fcri  fons  eft 
raulticoloris,  aut  fimplicis,  aut  purulenti,  &c. 

Ob.  12. — Cum  mucum,  fecundum  naturam  fehabentem,  uteri 
ofculo,  &  proximas  cervicis  parte  abfterfiffem;  comprimendo  in- 

*  In  emracnologia.  +  De  utero  grayido. 

I  ferlorem 
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tions.  In  the  florid,  it  is  commonly  white 
and  vifcid  :  but  in  thofe  of  a  thin,  pale,  or' 

fcorbutic 

feriorerii  uteri  fundum,  cervicem,  &.  ofculi  uterini  coronam,  pro- 
dire  ex  his  locis  omnibus,  &  ordinate  quidem,  vidi  albam  craffi- 
ufculam  materiam,  quae  unde  albus  fluor  proveniflet,  non  ob- 
fcure  lignificavit. 

Ob.  14. — Cum  incidlflem  fundi  cavum,  inveni  humida  ma- 
teria plenum  ex  albo  in  flavum  &  fubviridem  colorem  vergente. 
Qua  detorfa,  fundi  interior  facies  apparuit,  in  rainuta  albida  tu- 
bercula  paflim  excrefcens,  &c. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  early  appearance  of  the  diforder ; 

Ob.  1 1;.— Noli  autera  mirari  quod  in  puella  ztatis  14  anno- 
rum  effe  potuerit  muliebris  fluor.  Plurlbus  enim  circa  puberta- 
tis  initia  incepit,  nonnullis  etiam  vel  multo  citius,  raro  quidem, 
non  fecus  ac  raro,  fed  revera  multo  citius  menfrruordm  fluxus 
eft  obfervatus.  Lege  obfervationem  nobilis  puellas  novem  circi- 
ter  annorum  a  muliebri  fiuore  perfonata;,  imo  alterius  qux  ilia 
minor  annis  duobus,  eodem  morbb  tenebatur,  &  quafi  ferum  lac- 
tis  nondum  clarificat um  emittebat  copiofe,  non  fine  ardore  aliquo 
&  pruritu. 

In  my  courfe  of  female  praftice,  I  have  known  fimilar  inftan- 
ces  happen  at  an  earlier  period. 

Many  cafes  follow  of  excrefcences  being  found  in  the 
uteras.    The  difcharge  comes  from  the  mouths  of  arteries. 

Ob.  23.  Virginis  annos  nat£E  triginta  tres,  &c. — ^Intcreadum 
hzc  experirer,  &  iis  qui  aderant,  demcnftrarem,  excrefcentia* 
bibas  animadverti,  alteram  in  fundi  latere  dextro  cervice  proximi, 
alteram  paiilulo  infra  in  eodem  cervicis  latere.  Parra  erat  utra- 
que  &  ex  vcficulis  compada  fimilibus.  Verum  fecando,  qua:  in- 
ftriorem  faciebant  naturalem  raucam  dedere,  &  qux  fuperiorem, 
iiinDidam  aquam. 

Lieutaud, 
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icorbutic  habit,  varioufly  difcoloured,  ferous, 
and  fometimes  acrimonious.  Thefe  varieties 
feem  to  depend  on  the  ftate  of  the  blood,  and 
indicate  the  ncceflity  of  applying  different 
modes  of  cure. 

The  greateft  number,  however,  will  be 
cured  by   the  following,   or  fimilar  pre- 

fcrip- 

Lieutatid,  pr.  vted.j.  ^38. — Cadaveram  fcrutadohujufce  intri- 
catiflimi  morbi  indolem  parum  elucidat,  quidquid  enim  inter 
fedionem  oculis  fubjicitiir,  nihil  aliud  eft  quam  efFedtus  morbofus 
a  genuina  caufa  multum  difcrepans,  id  genus  funt  ateri,  ovario- 
rum,  tubarum,  caeterarumque  partium  genitalium  lasliones  ;  ho- 
rum  organorum  infarftus,  vel  infolita  craffities,  exulcerationes, 
putrefcentia,  grangrasna,  &c. 

Nec  major  lux  affulgetex  introfpeflis  vifceribus,  quas  diverli- 
mode  labefadlata  fe  praebent. 

From  a  variety  of  opportunities  in  examining  whether  the  floor 
albus  is  only  a  difcharge  from  the  uterine  veffels  or  vagina,  the 
folio v/ing  is  the  refult  of  the  obfervations. 

1.  That  in  plethoric  and  full  habits,  this  difcharge  does  fome- 
times flow  from  the  veflels  or  glandular  parts  of  the  vagina ;  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  white,  vifcid,  and  benign. 

2.  That  in  cachetic  habits  it  principally  flows  from  the  ute- 
rus, and  is  various  in  color  and  confiftence  ;  but  commonly  of  a 
thinnifh  and  lerous  nature ;  and  if  acrimonious,  a  deeper  tinge 
is  feen  round  the  margin  of  thefpot. 
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fcriptions ;  but  particularly  the  debili* 
tated. 

No.  26.  R.  Calomel  ppt.  gr.  vj. 

Pil.  Rufi  9ij.  M.  f.  pilulae  No.  iij.  fumat  unaio 
omni  node,  vel  alterna  quaque  nodle. 
No,  27.  R.  Limat.  mart.  pr£ep.  5vj.  vel  .colcoth.  vitriol* 
pulv.  §fs. 
Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  §j* 
Spec.  Aromat.  .^ij. 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f.  elefl:.  cujus  capiat  q.  N.  M. 
bis  vel  ter  in  die.  , 

This  diforder  is  not  corrlmon  to  the  ple- 
thoric and  florid ;  but  when  it  happens,  an 
antiphlogiftic  regimen,  cooling  evacuations, 
occafionally,  and  exercife,  will  beft  fuc- 
ceed, 

Pulv.  rad.  jalap,  ad  gr.  xij. 
Nitrum  ad  gr.  xv. 
Sal  polychreftum  ad  5j. 
Cremor  tartari  ad  3ij. 
Eleftuarium  lenitivum  ad  5ij. 
Magnefia  alba  ad  5ifs. 
Lac  fulphuris  ad  5j. 
Spirit,  nitri  dulc.  ad  gtt.  xxx. 
No.  28.  R.  Pulv.  rad.  jalap,  gr.  viij.  ad  gr.  xij. 
 fal.  nitr.  gr.  x. 

Aq.  com.  §ifs.  fyr.  fimp.  q.  s.  M.  f.  haullus. 
No,  29.  R.  Eleft.  lenitiv.  §ij. 

Lac  fulph.  3ij. 

Pulv.  jalap.  5ifs.  fyr.  fiirip.  q.  s.  M.  f.  eledl.  cujus 
capiat  q.  N.  M.  bis  vel  ter  in  feptimana. 

No.  30. 


No,  31.  R.  Sal.  polychreft. 

.   .   nitr.  aa.  gr.  x.  M.  f.  pulvis,  bis  de  die  fumen- 
das  ex  cyatho  aquse  pur*e. 

When  the  fluor  albus  is  of  various  colors, 
not  acrid,  and  the  patient  pale,  languid,  and 
debilitated,  aloetic  laxatives,  or  rhubarb  given 
at  proper  intervals,  ftomachics,  chalybeates, 
and  preparations  of  bark,  turpentine,  and  vi- . 
triol,  will  be  proper  with  cold  bathing. 

As  the  effeBs  oi  the  difeafe,  by  an  exami- 
nation after  death  are  perceived  to  have  been 
congejlions  in  the  abdominal  rifcera,  arifing 
from  obflrudtion,  nothing  can  be  more  ra- 
tional than  to  preferibe  mercurials,  antimoni- 
als,  or  chalybeates,  in  fmall  dofes,  as  the 
moft  certain  deobftruents  and  averters  of 
thofe  effed:Si 

Aloetica  purgantia  cum  calomel  ad  gri  fs;  alterna  quaqu* 


Vol.  i.  E  Tindura 
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Tinftura  Guaiacina  fimp.  ad  5ifs. 

—  vol.  ad  5j. 

Balfamum  Copaiba  ad  gtt.  xi, 

■  '■  Canadenfe  ad  gtt.  xxxx. 

'  ■  Peruvianum  ad  gtt.  xxxvj. 

 Traumaticum  ad  gtt.  xxxx. 

Spt.  terebenth.  aether,  ad  gtt.  xij*  ex  cyatho  aquas  pur«e, 
vel  vini  aqua  dilutij  bis  vel  ter  de  die. 

F   O   R    M   U   L  JE, 

No,  32.  R.  Terebenth.  e  Chic 

Extraft.  rhubarb.  5fs. 

Colcoth.  vitriol.  9j.  fyr.  balfam,  q.  s.  M.  f.  pilu- 
las  mediocres;  capiat  ij.  vel  iij.  mane  &  nodie. 

No.  33.  R.  Gum.  oliban.  5fs. 

Sacchar.  alb.  5j.  tere  fimul ;  dein  add. 
Tindl.  cott.  Peruv.  5j. 

Aq.  cinnam.  ten.  §ifs.  M.  f.  hauftus  bis  vel  ter  de 
die  fumendus. 

No.  34.  R.  Extract,  gentian. 

 cort.  Peruv.  aa.  J^j.  M.  f.  pilulas  No.  xxx, 

capiat  ij.  ter  de  die  fuperbibendo  coch.  iij.  mifturs 
fequentis; 

No.  35.  R.  Infus.  amar.  svijfs. 

Tinft.  valerian  3vj. 
EliXi  vitriol,  dulc.  5ij.  M.  f.  miftura. 

No.  36.  R.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  §ifs. 

Balf.  Copiav.  |fs.  fyr.  balfam.  q.  s.  M.  f.  eleft.  cu« 
jus  capiat  q.  Ni  M.  bis  de  die  fuperbibendo  hauff^ 
fequent. 

No.  37.  R.  Vin.  chailybeat.  3j. 

Infus.  amar.  ^ifs.  M.  f.  hauftus. 
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Or, 

No.  38.  R.  Decofl.  cort.  t'eruv.  sifs. 

Elix.  vitriol,  acid.  gtt.  xv. 
Tinft.  flomach.  5iij.  horis  duabus  ante  prandium 
fumend.  quotidie. 

Or, 

No.  39.  R.  Liquor,  anodyn.  min.  Hoff.  §ifs, 

Tinft.  facrae  §fs.  M.  capiat,  gtt.  Ix.  bis  vel  tor  de 
die  ex  cyatho  infufi  flor.  chamoemel. 

Fumes  of  tacamahac,  maftich,  amber,  gum 
benzoin,  and  thus  are  ufeful,  applied  to  the 
uterus,  or  rather  vagina. 

If  the  difcharge  be  acrimonious,  fo  as  to 
irritate,  or  excoriate  the  vagina,  the  cure 
w^ill  be  beft  efFed:ed  j  evacuations  being 
premifed. 

I .  By  changing  the  whole  mafs  of  depraved 
humors  to  a  milder  ftate,  chiefly  by  altera- 
tives from  the  mineral  kingdom  j  and  after- 
wards, if  neceflary, 

a.  By  ftomachics,  cortex  Pcruvianus,  bit- 
ters, and  chalybeates,  the  cold  bath,  &c. 

R   E    M   K   D   I  A. 

Pulvis  mineral,  purif.  fort,  ad  9j.  tcr  de  die. 
Mercurius  faccharat.  (Kdinb.  ph.)  ad  gr.  ij, 
^thiops  mineralis  ad  9j. 
.Cinnabar  faditium  ad  9j.  bis dcdie. 
Merc.  dulc.  fexies  fub.  gr.  f  ad  gr.  fs.  omni  noae. 
Pil.  mercuriales  ad  g.  ij.  bis  in  die. 

E  a  FOR- 
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No.  40.  Be.  Pulv.  miner,  purif.  fort.  gr.  xxv.  vcl  5fs* 
Aq.  purae  §ifsi 

Miicilag.  gum.  Arab,  2ifs.  M.  f.  hauft.  bis  vel  ter 
de  die  fumend. 

Of. 

No.  41.  R.  Cinnab.  fa£t. 

Pulv.  rhab.  ^  5j.  fyr.  balfam.  q.  s.  M.  f.  pilute 
No.  XXX.  capiat  ij.  bis  de  die. 

Or, 

No.  42.  R«  Merc,  faccbar.  Pharm.  Edinb.  Bj. 

Conf,  cynofbat.  q.  s.  M.  f.  pihilie  No.  x.  capiat 
unam  alternis  nodlibus. 
No.  43.  R.  Cinnab.  faih  5j. 

Camphor,  pulv.  5fs.  fyr.  balfam.  q.  M,  f.  pilular 
No.  XXX.  capiat  ij.  bis  vel  ter  de  die. 

No.  44.  R.  Merc.  dulc.  fex.  fub.  ppt.  gr.  v. 

Conf.  cynoftat.  q.  s.  M.  f.  piluls  No.  xv.  capiat 
unam  bis  vel  ter  in  feptimana. 

Nd.  45.  R.  Pulv.  mineral,  purif.  mit. 

 e  tragacanth.  c.  aa.  5iij.  M.  dividendus  in  xx., 

dofes,  capiat  unam  ter  de  die  ex  cyatho  aquae  purje. 

During  the  adminiftration  of  thefe  alte- 
ratives, all  acids  and  fait  diet  fhould  be 
.avoided. 

After  evacuants,  injections  of  aqua  ve- 
geto  mineralis,  or  weak  folutions  of  vitriol 
alb.  may  be  ufed  ;  but  never  until  the  cavfes 
are  removed. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  means  by  which  the  cure  of 
the  JIuor  al/jus,  arifing  from  different  caufes, 
may  be  attained. 

In  the  firff ,  the  cure  feems  to  be  effeded 
by  diminifliing  the  fuperabundance  of  the 
fluids. 

In  the  fecond,  by  reftoring  the  tone  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines  by  which  a 
more  nutritious  chyle  is  feparated  and  re- 
ceived ;  on  which  all  good  health  depends. 

The  third,  by  dired:ing  powerful  reme- 
dies in  fmall  dofes  to  the  minute  fyftem,  fo 
as  never  to  difturb  or  ftimulate  the  conRitu- 
tion  ;  by  opening  all  the  glandular  fecretions 
and  execretions,  and  by  diminifliing  the  load 
of  morbific  fluids,  the  moll  falutary  effcifts 
are  experienced. 

There  is,  however,  a  fourth  means  of 
cure,  without  which  all  the  others  may 
fiiil  ;  tranquillity  of  mind,  clear  pure  air, 
moderate  exercife,  and  a  judicious  diet. 

Admonitions  and  Praciical  Obfcrvations . 

The  fuddenly  checking  the  difcharge  by 
aAringents,  internally  or  externally  applied, 
tfpecially    before    proper  evacuations,  and 
5  ^othcr 
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Other  caufe-removing  remedies*,  may  prove 
very  injurious  to  the  conftitution.  What 
fhould  be  evacuated  may  be  abforbed  by  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  and  produce  flow  nervous 
fevers,  hedtic  and  confumptive  complaints ; 
calamitous,  cachetic,  and  chronic  difeafes  ; 
fcirrhus  and  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  uterus. 
It  is,  therefore,  much  fafer  to  wait  patiently 
for  a  cure  being  efFedled  by  the  gradual  and 
almoft  imperceptible  changes  produced  in  the 
whole  conftitution  ;  this  may  frequently  de- 
pend on  well-planned  diet  and  alterative  me- 
dicine. 

Before  any  means  of  cure  are  adopted,  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  difcharge  fhould 
be  afcertained  by  viewing  the  linen.  To  a 
flvilful  and  experienced  phyfician,  this  will 
not  only  indicate  what  remedies  will  be  moft 
eligible,  but  accurate  prognoflics  may  be 
formed  of  the  eafe  or  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  cure,  and  likewife  the  flate 
of  the  patient's  habit.    In  proportion  as  the 

evacua- 

*  This  word  I  fhould  imaguie  may  be  aptly  applied  to  medi- 
cal writings.  Cures  are  either  palliative  or  radical :  what  removes 
caufes  may,  therefore,  be  called  caufe-reraoving  remedies,  in 
contradiftinclion  to  palliatives. 
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evacuation  is  copious, ferous,  and  acrimonious, 
fo  will  its  removal  require  a  longer  or  fliorter 
fpace  of  time. 

Large  dofcs  of  powerful  mercurials,  draf- 
tic.  purges,  and  even  cantharides,*  and  prepa- 
rations 

*  The  deftrudlive  efFefts  of  cantharides,  preparations  of  lead, 
and  other  poifons,  may  be  coUeded  from  the  following  obferva- 
tio.ns  of  the  truly-great  Hoffman. 

F.  Hoff,  lib.  a — De  hyofcyamo,  memorabilis  eft  locus  in  Scribon. 
Largo,  c.  i8i.dum.ait:  hyofcyamum  qui  biberunt  caput  grave 
venifque  diftentum  habent,  mente  abalienantur  cum  verborum  al- 
tercatione,  unde  etiam  nomen  herba  trahit  altercum  :  poftea  fo- 
piuntur  &  omni  fenfu  carent,  livefcentibus  membris  eorum. 

Similar  eflfefts  are  produced  by  a  decoftion  of  the  roots  of  hem- 
lock. Mathiolus  in  comment.  Diofcorid.  lib.  vi.  cap.  1 1.  Many 
examples  may  be  feen  in  WepJer. 

Qux  veneni  vim  ac  naturam  asmulantur  medicamenta,  in  eo- 
rum numero  funt  emetica  &  purgantia  drafticafive  vehementiora; 
funt  etiam  ftupefaftiva  quaedam  ex  mercurio  male  prseparata. 

Ex  emeticis  multum  vehenjentiae  Sc  virulenta3  qualitatis  habent 
ftibiata,  praefertim  in  fubftantia  data,  ut  antimonii  vitrum,  mer- 
curius  vitas,  crocus  metallorum,  fulphur  auratum,  &c. 

De  venenis  foporificis  papaver,  opium,  ad  ftupefaflfva  very, 
quae  valentioris  funt  virtutis,  omnia  ex  mandragora,  hyofcyamo, 
folano,  ftramonio,  datura,  pertinent. 

De  ceteris  medicamentis  virulentam  naturam  referentibus. 

Cantharides,  nux  vomica,  &  medicamenta  ex  metallis,  auro, 
rcncre  &  faturno  parata,  quorum  non  adeo  tutus  ufus  eft. 

Ex 
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rations  of  lead,  are  recommended  internally 
by  fome  authors.  Such  medicines  fhould  be 
avoided  in  moft  cafes,  particularly  to  delicate 
females,  as  they  tnay  prove  deflrudive. 

The  diforder  is  flow  in  its  advances,  fel- 
dom  urgent  or  ferious  in  its  confequences, 

Ex  omnibus,  qua:  inimica  naturae  funt,  nullum  eft,  quod  tarn 
valide  &  tam  graviter  inteflina  earumque  tonum  deftruat.,  quam 

Jaturnina  qucsdam.  Repetita  fi  fuerit  etiam  minor  dofis,  lenta 

morte  homines  toUunt.  Quod  Galii  la  poudre  de  fucceflion 

vocant,  faturniffi  effe  profapis  conftat. 

From  lead  in  wines. 

Plarade  hifce  legi  poffunt  in  Mifcellan.  Nat.  Curios,  dec.  iii. 
anno  iv.  ob.  30.  92.  &  100.  item  dec.  i.  anno  iii.  131.  4 
in  HoiTman.  in  differtatione  de  metallargia  morbifica. 

Scribonius  Largus,  184.  p.  ipi.  Diofcorides  Anazarbacus^ 
lib.  6.  cap.  27.  Caefalpinus,  lib.  iii.  cap.  24. 

Pjorellus  cent.i'v.  ob.  32 — Obferyationc  digna  memoriffi  reliquit; 
\v:^\:^\x\2s^\mm,c^\faccharijaiurninimiam  haufit  quaniilatem,  vX 
tamquam  paralyticus  &  fere  mortuus fadlus  fit;  rigebani  membra 
ejus,  tamquam  congelatus  &  apopledlicus  erat. 

I  myfelf  was  witnefs  of  a  perfon  being  deftroyed  by  only  takt 
jngten  drops  of  Goulard's  extradl  diluted  in  water,  to  the 
firength  of  the  'vegcto-mineral  ivater. 

The  inftance  of  Mr.  Hankey  was  a  very  extraordinary  efcape : 
this  gentleman  drank  a  glafs  full  of  the  extraH  of  lead;  I  wa? 
immediately  fent  for,  and  by  a  very  fuccfsful  management  faved 
his  life.  See  this  extraordinary  cafe,  and  its  mode  of  treatment, 
in  my  other  work  on  poifons,  &c. 

and 
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and  therefore  does  not  require  very  def^erate 
remedies » 

Previous  to  prefcribing  the  mineral  altera- 
tives, a  fmall  bleeding  may  be  neceflary,  ef- 
pecially  if  the  patient  be  young,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  accompanied  with  a  turgency  of  the 
veffels  :  the  quantity,  however,  extracted , 
fliould  not  exceed  above  four  or  fix  ounces  ; 
and  this  will  be  improper,  if  the  legs  fhould 
be  cedematous. 

When  the  diforder  has  been  of  long  conti- 
nuance, either  from  negledt,  or  injudicious 
treatment,  a  great  relaxation  of  the  whole  fyf-\ 
tern  is  the  confequence  ;  in  which  inftances, 
the  Bath  waters,  and  others  of  the  chalybeate 
clafs,  have  been  ufed  with  extraordinary 
fuccefs. 

After  the  diforder  is  cured,  there  often 
remains  a  great  relaxation  of  the  feminary 
velTels  and  glandular  fyftem,  produd:ive  of 
an  eje6tion  of  gelatinous  lymph  upon  any 
flight  emotions  of  the  mind,  or  bodily  ef- 
forts :  thefe  fymptoms  are  beft  removed  by 
the  cold  bath,  bark,  and  vitriolic  prepa- 
rations, and  a  lotion  of  the  vegeto-7Tunerai  \ 
water  ufed  as  an  injedion. 

In 
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In  every  cafe,  the  original  caufes  of  the 
difeafe  fliould  be  accurately  invefti gated,  and 
flcilfully  removed. 

Particular  attention  is  required,  left  the 
ulcer  of  the  womb  or  bladder,  or  the  gonor- 
rhoea, be  miftaken  for  this  diforder. 

The  firft  is  accompanied  with  pains  fimilar 
to  labor;  a  very  foetid  difcharge  ;  and  a 
fcirrhus  of  the  os  uteri',  ulcers,  or  fiftlires. 

The  fecond  may  be  known  by  difficulty  of 
urine,  acute  pains  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
immediately  under  the  pubis,  and  by  purulent 
pus  in  the  urine. 

The  third  is  difcoverable  by  ihtat'dor  urijicBy 
inflammation  of  the  clitoris,  and  acrimony 
of  the  difcharge  iffuing  from  the  female 
urethra,  or  lacunar  glands,  &c. 

The  fluoralbus  is  generally  without  pain, 
though,  if  very  acrid,  it  may  produce  fmart- 
:ing,  and  excoriation  of  the  parts. 

On  the  Treatment  of  thofe  Female  Com- 
plaints, that  a  rife  from  the  age  of  Thirty- 
fix,  to  the  Efid  of  Life. 

It  is  of  great  confequence  to  females 
to  attend  carefully   to  all  the  complaints 

that 
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that  arife  at,  or  after  the  ceffation  of  the 
menfes. 

At  this  time,  if  they  be  not  judicioufly 
treated,  in  many  inftances,  diforders,  and 
feme  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  may  be  en- 
tailed on  them  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

Chronic  pains  of  the  head,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  fullnefs,  flatulency,  fwellings,  can- 
cers of  the  breall  or  womb,  dreadful  to  fuf- 
fer,  and  fatal  in  their  confequences  ;  fcirrhus 
of  the  ovaria,  not  fo  dangerous  as  trouble- 
fome  ;  dropfies,  fwelled  legs;  ulcers  of  the 
legs,  fvvellcd  veins  or  varices ;  fiufhings,  heats 
in  the  hands  and  feet,  fevers  of  the  hedic 
or  nervous  clafs,  coftivenefs,  purgings;  floods 
ings,  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  from  the  lungs^ 
haemorrhoidal  veins ;  coughs,  afthma,  rheu- 
matifm,  and  even  gout,  &c. 

The  management  of  females  at  this  period 
may  be  gathered  from  many  obfervations  dif- 
perfed  in  different  parts  of  this  work,  to 
which  the  reader  is  referred.  It  is  only  in- 
tended, in  this  part,  to  fpeak  in  general  on 
the  fubjed. 


On 
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On  the  Treatment  of  the  Corpulent  and 
Florid. 

In  many  inflances,  bleeding  is  ufeful  once 
every  two  or  three  months. 

Purging  with  tindura  facra,  cremor  tar- 
tari,  and  infufion  of  fenna,  once  a  week,  or 
with  cooler  purgatives,  if  neceffary  :  but  it 
muft  be  obfervedj  that  a  medium  is  to  be 
pra6lifed  j  for  over-evacuations  would  change 
the  ftate  of  the  blood  fo  as  to  produce 
dropfy. 

A  more  abflemious  diet  than  ufual  will 
anfwer  every  purpofe  ;  but  a  very  low  diet 
would  be  prejudicial.  Air  and  exercife  are 
ufeful. 

Vegetables,  as  they  aue  apt  to  create  wind, 
and  inflate  the  ftomach,  fliould  be  ufed  fpa- 
ringly,  or  avoided. 

On  the  Treat?ne?it  of  the  Corpulent^  and  thofe 
who  are  inclining  to  be  Pallid. 

At  the  ceffation  of  the  menfes  in  fuch  con- 
ftitutions,  a  dropfy,  or  cedematous  fwelling 
in  the  legs,  that  pit,  are  to  be  expedted. 

Difficulty 
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Difficulty  of  breathing,  coughs,  weaknefs  of 
the  moving  powers,  and  univerfal  relaxation, 
are  among  the  attendant  evils. 

Bleeding  in  fuch  cafes  would  prove,  if  re^ 
peated^  fatal.  The  body  requires  evacuating 
by  aloetics  and  calomel  occafionally ;  and  be- 
tween thefe  evacuations,  a  dry  diet  iTiould  be 
inftituted,  and  chalybeates,  or  other  tonics, 
exhibited.  Animal  food,  with  little  or  no 
vegetable,  is  proper. 

Iffues  in  the  legs,  if  at  all  ufeful,  are  in 
thefe  cafes  to  be  recommended. 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  Slender  and  Florid. 

Thefe  often  require  bleeding  occafionally, 
cooling  faline  laxatives,  calcined  magnefia,  to 
remove  acidity  and  flatulency,  and  fometimes 
warm  bathing  to  open  the  pores,  if  the  fliin 
be  dry;  or  foot  baths  compofed  of  nitre  and 
Warm  water. 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  Sle?2der  in  Body, 
and  Pallid, 

Thefe  commonly  labour  under  difeafed 
Vifcera.    Calomel  in  very  fmall  dofes,  *  with 

foap 

♦  A  quarter  of  i  grain  to  three  grains  of  Pilula  Rufi,  every 
other  night,  to  which  may  be  added,  from  five  to  ten  grains  oV 
fapo  ^imygda]. 
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foap  and  ^ilula  Rufi,  are  proper  chalybeates ; 
bitters  and  mineral  alteratives  are  all,  if  ju- 
dicioufly  prefcribed,  ufeful :  but  chalybeates 
are  itnpfoper  in  coughs  or  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  very  Nervous  and 
Irritable, 

Whetlier  thefe  be  iriclinable  to  corpulency, 
or  are  flender  in  their  perfons;  it  fhould 
be  firft  confidered,  if  anxietv  of  mind 
has  increafed  natural  fufceptibility,  or  whe-- 
ther  irritability  be  natural,  independent  of 
accidental  caufes. 

Thofe  who,  through  life,  have  been  fjbje(f!l 
to  exquiiite  fenfibility  j  or  thofe,  who  make 
the  whole  world's  misfortunes  their  own, 
are  with  greater  difficulty  managed,  than 
thofe,  where  fome  accidental  and  temporary 
accident  has  been  productive  of  nervous  un- 
happy fenfations. 

Both  are  to  be  treated  with  foothing  hu- 
manity J  their  friends  fliould  participate  in 
their  diflrelTes,  imaginary,  as  they  are  called, 
or  real  :  but  in  the  future  part  of  this  work 
fo  much  is  delivered  on  thefe  fubjedis,  that 

their 
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their  confideration,  in  this  place,  will  be  lefs 
neceflary. 

The  general  treatment  is  to  allay  irrita- 
tion by  appeafing  nervous  remedies,  and  to 
ftrengthen  the  relaxed  habit  by  tonics,  air, 
and  exercife. 

On  the  T reatment  of  the  Languidy  and  thofe 
inclinable  to  Torpidity. 

Thefe  feel  little,  therefore  complain  lit- 
tle. Infenfibility,  from  a  bad  ftate  of  the 
blood,  renders  fuch  lefs  apparently  difeafed, 
than  the  foregoing. 

This  ftate  of  body  and  mind  can  fome- 
times  be  changed,  and  the  moft  referved  and 
fullen  rendered  more  open  and  fufceptible,  by 
cathartics,  alteratives,  and  ftimulants;  in 
fhort,  by  changing  the  ftate  of  the  blood. 

All  the  other  diforders  confequent  to  the 
period  now  treated  on,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
different  parts  of  this  treatife,  and  their 
treatment  both  as  to  diet  and  medicines. 
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RAMARKS    ON    PRETENDERS   TO    THE  CURE  OF 
THE  CANCER, 


Vol.  I.  F 


PREFACE. 


The  firft  edition  of  this  little  performance 
was  publiflied  about  feventeen  or  eighteen 
years  ago,  when  I  was  in  the  full  prac- 
tice  of  furgery   and   midwifery ;  which 
branches  an  impaired  health  obliged  me- to 
relinquifh:    but  the   opportunities    of  ob- 
fcrving  the   difeafes  here  treated  at  that 
period,  and  much  fubfequent  experience, 
convinces  me  of  the  neceffity  of  phyficians 
well  comprehending  the  feparate  branches 
of  medicine,  if  they  willi  to  be  ufeful  in 
the  variety  of  cafes   in  which  they  may 
be  confulted. 

In  this  edition  are  omitted  fome  reflec- 
tions on  the  pradice  of  midwifery,  which 

F  %  inay 
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may  be  more  properly  communicated  in 
another  work  :  but  the  cancerous  com- 
plaints are  confidered  more  anatomically 
and  phyfiologically ;  the  probability  or  im- 
probability of  cure  in  various  ftages,  with 

the  reafons  drawn,  from  a  long  and  reiterated 
experience,   are    more  exactly  afcertained. 

If  the  doftrines  here  communicated  can 
in  any  manner  alleviate  the  miferies  of  the 
afHid:ed,  or  induce  other  praftitioners  to 
improve  the  treatment  of  thefe  difficult 
and  dreadful  complaints,  and  wreft  from 
the  hands  of  impofture  the  credulous 
victims  to  empiricifm,  it  will  be  a  great 
pleafure  to  the  Author. 

The  refult  of  various  difTedlions,  and  ana- 
tomical injedtions,  made  by  the  author,  to 
more  accurately  afccrtain  the  caufes  and  ffa- 
ges  of  cancerous  complaints,  is  introduced 
in  this  edition. 


A 

TREATISE 

ON  THE 

DISEASES  OF  FEMALE  BREASTS, 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  milky  Breafl,  during 

Childbed. 

The  treatment  of  the  breads  during  child- 
bed, may  be  reduced  to  a  few  principles. 

I .  The  acceflion  of  milk  being  fooner  in 
fome  women  than  others*  if  the  mother  fuc- 
kle  her  infant,  it  is  neceflary  to  apply  the 
child's  mouth  to  the  nipple  on  the  firft  day 
after  delivery,  and  not  wait,  as  many  inexpe- 
rienced, or  prejudiced  practitioners,  have  re- 
commended, until  the  third  day;  for  fuch 
condudl  has  produced  inflammations,  impof- 

thumes, 
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thumes,  or  gatherings  of  matter,  hardneflcs, 
and  confequent  fcirrhus  and  cancer. 

2.  If  the  mother  Ihould  not  fiickle  the 
child,  the  breafts  fliould  be  firft  emptied,  and 
the  determination  of  a  frefli  flow  of  blood  to 
the  breafts  prevented.  The  firft  is  effeded  by 
cooling  and  gentle  evacuations,  as  lac  fulphu- 
ris  and  magnejia^  infufiim  fen??^  and  tartarum 
Jblubiky  magnejia  and  j-hubarby  manna,  &c., 
with  great  abftinence  from  all  liquids,  efpe- 
cially  fuch  as  caudle,  or  any  thing  ilimu- 
lant. 

3.  A  gentle  perfpiration  may  be  likewife 
excited  by  volatile,  faline,  neutralifed  reme- 
dies ;  fpiritus  Mmdereri,  mijiura  camphorata, 
&c.    Spiritus  nitri  dulcis  is  a  proper  diuretic 
for  the  fame  purpofe.    The  diet  likewife 
fliould  be  antiphlogiftic,  unlefs  contra-indi- 
cated by  fome  particular  circumftance ;  and 
the  breafts  may  be  rubbed  with  olewn  ca?npho- 
ratum,  or  folutions  of  camphor  made  with 
blanched  almonds,  and  fpiritus  Mindereriy 
&c.,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Thefe  methods,  if  early  and  judicioufly  ap- 
plied, will  avert  all  ill  confequences  to  the 
breafl  during  childbed. 

■/L  The 
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The  fluids  being  diminifhed,  heat  and  irri- 
tabihty  being  prevented,  and  the  blood  in- 
tended for  the  fecretion  of  milk  being  diverted 
into  other  channels,  all  pain,  inflammation, 
and  indurations,  are  prevented. 

On  the  T!reat?nent  of  inflamed  Breafts  during 

lying-^in. 

If  the  foregoing  methods  be  neglecSted,  or 
a  freedom  of  diet  be  indulged,  the  breafls  of- 
ten inflame,  fwell,  and  occafion  exquifite 
pain. 

The  firfl:  mode  of  curing  the  inflammation 
is,  by  refolution,  or  diflipating  the  inflamma- 
tion before  any  matter  forms:  this  is  beft  ef- 
fed:ed  by  bleeding,  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe,  and  flrength  of  the  patient. 

The  internal  and  external  remedies  fliould 
be  fimilar;  but  in  fome  cafes  more  powerful, 
than  thofe  recommended  in  the  treatment  of 
the  breafts,  when  the  mother  does  not  fuckle 
the  infant ;  to  which  may  be  joined  emollient 
and  difcufling  fomentations,  &c. 

On 
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On  the  Management  of  the  Breajis^  if  Matter 
colleEi  and  for?n  Abfcejfes. 

If  the  foregoing  methods  fhould  be  applied 
too  late,  or  they  fhould  prove  inefFedtual,  and 
matter  colled:,  much  will  depend  on  its  being 
deeply  or  fuperficially  feated  :  in  the  former 
the  abfcefs  will  be  longer  in  arriving  to  fuppu- 
ration  ;  in  the  latter,  a  fliorter  period  accom- 
pliflies  this  defirable  end.  The  pains,  there- 
fore, which  are  very  acute,  will  be  of  longer 
or  fliorter  duration  ;  cold  fliiverings  will  be 
frequently  feltj  the  fvvelling  and  pain  in- 
creafes,  and  re^nefs  will  often  indicate  on 
what  part  the  abfcefs  will  form. 

To  encourage  this  end,  all  refol vents  are 
avoided  ;  and  fuppurating  poultices  fliould  be 
applied,  of  bread  and  milk  and  hog's  lard,  or 
of farina  fe7ninum  lini,  with  any  oleaginous  or 
un6tuous  fubftances,  to  foften  and  relax  the 
fkin,  to  admit  diftenfion  with  lefs  pain,  and 
promote  fuppuraiion. 

As  the  abfcefs  points  outwardly,  and  the 
furface  becomes  thin,  it  is  necefliiry  fome- 
times  to  niake  a  pundure,  which  never  occa- 

fions 
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fions  the  pain  of  bleeding ;  or  it  may  be  open- 
ed, in  timid  patients,  by  the  application  of 
the  concentrated  nitrous  acid,  or  fufFered  to 
break,  unlefs  the  patient  fhould  be  much  ex- 
haufled  by  reiterated  pain,  inflammation,  and 
fymptomatic  fever. 

The  treatment  of  the  wound  requires  fome 
(kill ;  for  if  it  be  fuffered  to  heal  too  foon,  it 
will  leave  hardnefs :  to  prevent  this,  I  have 
ufed  occafionally  a  fmall  fponge  tent  dipped 
in  any  mild  unguent;  by  this  means  the 
wound  may  be  kept  open  until  all  the  hard- 
nefs be  refolved ;  then  the  wound  may  be 
fufFered  fafely  to  heal. 

If  the  hardnefs  be  left,  it  may  hereafter 
produce  the  fcirrhus  or  cancerous  tumor,  or 
ulcer;  but  this  circumftance  has  been  little 
regarded  until  the  unfortunate  vidlim,  owing 
to  former  neglc6t,  labors  under  the  cancer, 
and  then  it  is  fometimes  too  late  for  either 
medicine  or  furgery  to  prove  beneficial. 

The  refolution  of  the  hardnefs  will  likewife 
be  afhflcd  by  the  refolvents  already  mention- 
tioned,  and  mineral  light  alteratives  given  in 
the  new-invented  manner,  fo  as  never  to  ex- 
cite irritation  in  the  habit  j  a  clear  explana- 
tion 
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tion  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  fubfequent 
pages* 

On  Indurations,  cancerous  Tumors^ 

The  fubjedts  now  to  be  treated,  it  would 
have  been  thought,  were  exhaufted,  if  credit 
could  be  given  to  the  numerous  writers  that 
have  pretended  to  cure  the  cancer,  or  who 
have  declared  the  diforder  always  incurable. 

Quacks  and  impoflors  never  hefitate  to 
boldly  alTert  their  certainty  of  curing  thefe 
diforders ;  and  they  gain  credit,  howe- 
ver ignorant,  by  the  boldnefs  with  which 
their  promifes  and  falfehoods  are  generally 
exprefled. 

Surgeons  in  general  are  vehement  againfl: 
the  fallacious  promifes  of  impoftors  and  em- 
pirics, and  they  have  a  notion  that  no  cure 
can  be  ejfted:ed  in  any  cancerous  complaint : 
they  know,  perhaps,  of  no  method  of  cure, 
and  conclude  that  what  is  beyond  their  com- 
prehenfion  or  knowledge,  muft  neceffarily  be 
beyond  the  bounds  of  human  fcience.  This 
conclufion  is  certainly  irrational  in  many  dif- 
cafes,  although  in  the  cancer  it  is  too  fre- 
quently 
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quently  verified.    Difcoveries  are  continually- 
making  j  and  were  all  mankind  to  reft  idle 
and  fatisfied  with  the  knowledge  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  no  improvements  could  be  of  any- 
utility.    It  is  the  duty  of  medical  practitio- 
ners to  hear  patiently  every  propofal  for  im- 
proving the  art ;  to  reafon  and  judge  candidly, 
and  make  repeated  trials  of  whatever  may  be 
eoncluded  fafe.    Thefe  are  the  only  means  of 
afcertaining  the  comparative  merits  of  diffe- 
rent modes  of  treatment,  and  the  only  means 
by  which  the  mind  is  purged  of  juvenile  or 
radicated  prejudices,  or  by  which  the  art  of 
phyfic  can  attain  a  greater  degree  of  excel- 
lence. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  furgeons  are  com- 
monly too  ready  to  ufe  the  knife,  not  only  in 
cancerous  complaints,  but  likewife  in  tumors 
of  the  breafl:,  not  cancerous ;  and  every  ex- 
perienced pradlitioner  mufl,  or  fhould  know, 
that  the  cutting  out  the  fcirrhus  feldom,  very 
feldom,  proves  fuccefsful.  Were  a  number  ♦ 
of  fuch  cafes  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob-  , 
fervation  made  public,  they  would  flrike  the 
mind  with  horror,  and  banifh  from  the  art  of 

furgery, 
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furgery,  except  in  very  particular  urgent  ca- 
fes, that  cruel  and  unfuccefsful  operation. 

In  the  prcfent  work  attempts  will  be  made 
to  render  a  clearer  and  diftindter  knowledge 
of  cancerous  tumors  than  has  hitherto  ap- 
peared :  the  art  will  endeavour  to  wreft  from 
impofture  or  cruelty  the  unfortunate  vid:ims 
labouring  under  thefe  dreadful  difeafes.  What 
is  here  advanced  is  the  refult  of  obfervation, 
anatomical  inquiry,  and  repeated  refledtion. 
I  hope  other  regular  prad:itioners  will  exa- 
mine the  diforder  ferioufly,  and  affift  in  im- 
proving the  treatment  of  thefe  truly  deplora- 
ble difeafes. 

In  all  new  attempts  to  remove  complaints, 
ever  coniidered  difficult  or  impoffible  to  cure, 
a  great  latitude  for  ill-fuccefs  fhould  be  allow- 
ed. There  are  many  glandular  tumors  abfo- 
lutely  incurable  from  their  firft  appearance  j 
there  are  others  extremely  doubtful  of  cure ; 
and  all  are  difficult  and  tedious.  If  mankind 
cxpedt  more  than  the  art  of  medicine  can  ac- 
complilh,  which  is  very  natural  from  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  and  an  unacquaintance  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  art  labours,  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  candid  furgeon  to  apprize  the 

friends 
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friends  candidly  of  the  diftant  or  immediate 
danger;  to  attempt  much,  but  promife  little; 
and  fociety  fliould  reft  fatisfied  with  an  ho- 
neft  exertion  of  our  abilities,  diredted  by  the 
regular  principles  of  the  art,  whether  fuccefs- 
ful  orunfuccefsful. 

The  general  internal  mode  of  treating  an 
obftinate  fcirrhus,  or  the  induration  of  the 
breafls  after  lying-in,  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing formuliE  ;* 

Sanguis  mittendus  plus  minupve. 
No.  I.  Be-  Infuf.  fen.  §ifs. 

Tart.  fol.  5ij«  f«  hauftus  mane  fequenti  fumendus. 
No.  2.  R.  Pulv.  pro  pilul.  Plummer.  9j.  vel  5fs.  conf.  Damo- 
crat.  q.  s. 

f.  Pilulas  No.  XX.  quarum  capiat  unam  ter  de  die  fa- 
perbibendo  coch.  ij.  mifturae  fequentis  +. 
No.  3.  R.  Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  fs.  vel  gr.  j.  folve  in  julep,  c 
camph.  5viij. 

Deinde  adde  fal.  nitr.  vel  prunel.  5j'  vel  5ij.  fiat  mif- 
tura. 

An  abftemious  diet  is  neceffary. 

Emollient 

*  The  prefcriptions  in  this  treatife  will  retain  their  original 
pumbers. 

+  The  trituration  with  the  fulph.antim.pracip.  fliould  be  con- 
tinued at  leaft  tv/enty-four  hours;  by  which  the  powder  becomes 
ftridly  a  mineral  alterative,  and  in  fmall  dofes  never  difturbs  ei- 
ther llomach  or  inteltines,  cfpccially  if  the  calomel  be  ten  time? 
fublimed  or  wafhed. 
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Emollient  and  refolvent  fomentations  may 
be  likewife  ufeful. 

Dr.  James's  powder,  in  fmall  dofes,  has 
been  beneficial  in  removing  recent  indurations 
of  the  breafts,  when  joined  with  neutralifed 
falts. 

Of  the  Indurations  of  the  Breajls,  'which 
happen  fro?n  various  Caufes. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  many  re- 
mote caufes  of  thefe  tumors;  fome  are  ima- 
gined to  arife  from  a  blow,  others  from  a  pe- 
culiarity in  the  conftitution ;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  origin,  the  cure  in  general  is  the 
fame.    I  have  fe en  inftances  of  fmall  indura- 
rations  in  the  breafts,  very  hard  and  loofe,  in 
young  people,  refift  every  internal  medicine 
adrniniflered.    What  is  the  confequence  of 
fuch  cafes  I  have  had  many  opportunities  to 
fully  inform  myfelf,  and  am  quite  convinced 
that  all  operations  are  cruel  or  unfieceffary, 
and  frequently  unfortunate.    In  other  inflan- 
ces  the  cure  is  eafily  performed  by  the  reme- 
dies recommended  in  the  cure  of  the  hardnefs. 
Surgeons  in  general  have  been  often  too  rafli 
in  cutting  for  the  fcirrhus  of  the  breafts .  This 
complaint  ought  to  be  left  quiet,  if  internal 

remedies 
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remedies  fliould  not  fucceed,  imlefs  attended 
with  exquifite  pain.  From  obfervation  I 
have  reafon  to  conckide,  that  confiderable  , 
mifchief  has  been  done  both  by  the  knife  and 
caiiftic,  agreeably  to  the  writings  of  the  moft 
eminent  furgeons  and  phyficians,  ancient  and 
modern.  Experience  proves,  that  cancerous 
complaints  of  the  breafts,  womb,  mouth, 
nofe,  and  other  parts,  have  been  fometimes 
cured  by  the  following  modes*.  It  is  candid 
to  acknowledge,  however,  that  failures  have 
frequently  attended  my  attempts;  in  all  which 
cafes  the  patients  have  been  relieved  in  cer- 
tain degrees ;  and  it  is  fome  comfort  to  alle- 
viate human  mifery,  or  procraflinate  evils, 
when  radical  cures  cannot  be  reafonably  ex- 
peded.  It  is  more  reafonable  to  reftfatisfied 
with  known  evils,  than  to  rifk  life  in  an  at- 
tempt to  cure  by  a  cruel  ,  and  too  often  a  fuc- 
cefslefs  operation,  which  generally  fhortens 
life. 

In  the  following  part  are  contained  all  the 
methods  ufed  for  thefe  purpofes,  With  formu- 
la 

*  Some  cafes  have  been  cured  by  cinnabarine  fumigation, 
and  what  we  call  our  PikU  fortifma,  at  the  St.  Mary-Ie-bonc 
Infirmary. 
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/cf  of  prefcriptions,  which  in  many  cafes  of 
recent  cancers  have  fucceeded. 

Of  Indurations  of  the  Breajls,  commonly  called 
the  Scirrhia  or  occult  Cancer^  ^c. 

Thefe  indurations  are  various  in  their  fize, 
fituation,  and  effects,  and  are  known  by 
hardnefs  and  inequality  of  fv/elling :  fome- 
times,  but  not  alway^,  the  external'  veins  are 
varicousj  therefore  the  common  definition 
given  by  authors  is  not  accurate  in  the  occult 
nor  even  ulcerous  cancer. 

Thefe  tumors  may  be  divided  into  the  in- 
dolent and  malignant. 

The  fcirrhofities  make  their  appearance 
between  the  age  of  thirty-fix  and ffty^  about 
the  time^  or  after  the  cejfation  of  the  menfeSy 
and,  are  commonly  attended  with  ferious  con-, 
fequences ;  for  the  tumor  without  pain  dege- 
nerates into  the  painful  or  malignant,  and  the 
painful  or  malignant  into  the  open  ulcerated 
cancer.  Various  anatomical  and  pathologi- 
cal experiments,  made  formerly,  prove  three 
internal  fpecies  of  the  fcirrhus ;  the  external 
are  various. 

The 
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The  firfl  and  mildeft  fpecies  are  vari- 
ces^  or  dilatations  of  the  minute  fanguife- 
rous  veins. 

The  fecond  are  varices  of  the  minute 
reins,  joined  with  a  diftenfion  of  the  fmall 
lymphatic  abforhing  veffels  of  the  breaft. 

This  fpecies  is  harder  than  the  firft,  and, 
being  conneded  with  the  lymphatic  fyftem, 
fometimes  tumors  appear  near  the  axilla, 
which,  by  prcffing  on  the  returning  veins, 
produce  oedematous  fwellings  of  the  arm. 

The  third  is  not  only  a  diflenfion  of  all  the 
veffels,  but  like  wife  a  dilatation  of  the  cells  of 
the  tela  celiulofa^  a  coagulation  of  coagulabl^ 
lymph  in  the  lymphatics,  and  hardnefs  of 
the  fat  in  its  cells.  The  tubuli  ladiiferi  are 
pervious,  and  become  obliterated. 

This  third  fpecies  being  complicated  of  all 
the  former,  manifefts  a  Jiony  hardnefs,  often 
accompanied  with  lharp  excruciating  pain  ; 
this  has  been  called  a  true  occult  cancer. 

When  this  third  fpecies  degenerates  into  an 
ulcer,  often  very  painful,  foetid,  and  fungous ^ 
it  may  be  denominated  the  perfeB  cancer,  or 
cancerous  corroding  ulcer,  which  fometimes 

Vol.  I,  Q  deftroy? 
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deftroys  the  adjacent  parts,  and  too  commonly 
proves  fatal. 

In  congeftions  or  indurations,  the  more  at- 
rial and  volatile  particles  of  the  blood  fly  off, 
through  increafed  adion,  heat,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  vafcular  coats,  and  the  more  denfc 
parts  of  coagulable  lymph  are  left  behind, 
either  in  minute  veffels  or  cellulous  cavities  of 
the  tela  cellulofa:  hence  congeftion  often  fuc- 
ceeds  congeftion;  accumulation,  accumula- 
tion; which  becoming  in  time  rancid  or 
acrid,  ulcerations  fucceed.  Fat  becomes  foon- 
er  rancid  than  any  other  part. 


PROGNOSTIC, 

The  firft  fpecies,  when  recent,  is  gene- 
rally curable  by  bleeding,  antiphlogiftics, 
metallic  alteratives^  extreme  abftjnence  from 
fluids,  and  a  proper  diet. 

The  fecond  fpecies  is  more  difficult  of  cure, 
and  requires  a  long  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of 
penetrating,  aperient  metallic  remedies ;  to  give 
an  additional  force  to  the  difeafed  vefTels ;  to 
refolve  the  vifcid  impacted  matter,  or  change 
its  quality,  and  prepare  it  forabforption,  and 

thus 
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thus  gradually  reduce  the  tumour  by  the  ex- 
pulfion  or  mutation  of  the  caufes. 

The  third  fpecies  is  generally  incurabki 
and,  after  unfuccefsfully  attempting  relief  by 
fjmilar  modes  to  the  preceding,  there  only 
remains  the  palliative  method  of  manag- 
ing the  cancer,  which  may  preferve  the 
patient's  life  many  years.  Thefe  various 
plans  of  treatment  fhall  follow  in  order. 

Treatment  of  the  Jirfl  Species. 

1.  In  plethoric  patients,  bleeding  is  re- 
peatedly necelTary  to  evacuate  the  contents  of 
the  diftended  vefTels. 

2.  Evacuating  the  veflels  will  not  be  ufe- 
ful  unlefs  they  continue  in  a  ftate  of  empti- 
nefs  j  for  which  purpofe  laxatives  adapted 
to  the  conftitution  are  proper;  thofe  of  the 
falii;e  kind  in  inflammatory  habits ;  but, 
jn  the  relaxed  and  debilitated,  aloetics  fhould 
be  prefcribed  in  fmall  dofes,  rhubarb,  or 
jnanna,  &c. 

Mittatur  fanguis  e  brachio  ad  §viij.  vel  |xij. 
No.  4.    Be  Infuf.  fen. 

Tart,  folub.  5ij.  fyr.  fimp.  q.  s,  m,  f.  hauftus,  bis, 
vd  ter  in  feptimana  fumendas. 

G  a  Or 


84 


A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 


Or  any  other  accuftomed  laxative  may  be  pre* 
fcribed. 

The  external  pores  are  to  be  opened  by 
antimonials  J  to  evacuate,  likewife,  the  fluids, 
and  diflodgc  the  impacted  matter,  the  fol- 
lowing is  proper: 

^0.  ^.    R«  Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr,  ij.  folve  in  aq.  pur.  ^ij, 

deinde  adde 

Sal,  nitr.  "^ij.  m.  capiat  gtt.  xx.  vel,  xxxx.  ter  vcl 
quater  de  die  ex  coch.  ij.  julep,  e  camphor,  vel 
decofti  nitrofi. 

Externally, the  camphorated  oil  may  be  ap- 
iplied,  or  the  vegeto-mineral  water  warm,  fo- 
mentations difcufling  and  emollient,  with  cata-» 
plafms  of  farin,  feminum  Uni^  &c. 

To  thofe  who  cannot  bear  much  perfpirationr 

No.  6.       Cal.  ppt.  X.  vel  mere.  dulc.  6ies  fub.  lot. 

Sulph.  aurat.  antimon.  9ifs.  m.  accurate,  deinde 

adde  conf.  cynofbat.  q.  s.  f.  pilulae  No.  xxx, 

capiat  unam  ter  de  die,  fuperbibendo  cpch.  iij, 

mifturjB  fequentis: 
No«  7-        Jnlep.  e  camph.  aq.  pur.  aa  '^vi, 

Sal,  nitr.  5j? 


The  common  drink,  during  the  whole 
ogure,  fhould  be  one  drachm  of  fal  prunella, 

3  or 
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Of  nitre,  diflblved  in  a  quart  of  barley  water 
or  elderflower  water. 

The  diet  fhould  be  innocent,  and  rather 
abftemious  ;  all  acids  fhould  be  avoided  du- 
ring the  adniinift ration  of  the  prefcibed  re- 
medies, and  thefe  fhould  be  continued  many- 
months,  varying  the  prefcription,  of  dofes  of 
the  medicines,  as  circumftances  occur,  or  no 
relief,  much  lefs  any  cure,  need  be  ex- 
pelled. 

Some  of  thefe  cafes,  when  mild,  havebeeii 
cured  by  the  following  electuary,  drinking 
after  each  dofe  a  cupful  of  a  liquid  compofed 
of  half  an  ounce  of  powdered  nitre  in  a  quart 
of  water  j  to  which  has  been  added,  and  dif- 
folved,  two  or  three  grains  of  antimon,  tarta^ 
rifat. 

No.  8.    R-  ^thiops  min.  Bj. 

Conf.  cynefbat.  §ij. 
Pulv.  camphor.  5ij. 

Syr.  balfam.  q.  s.  f.  ekfluarlum,  Gujus  capiat  Q^N. 
M.  ter  dc  die. 

If  the  patient  fhould  be  of  a  coftive  habit, 
lenitive  eleduary  may  be  ufed  inftead  of  the 
conferve  of  hips ;  or,  in  paje  habits,  any  bitter 

purging 
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purging  pill  may  be  given,  joined  with  the 
calx  antimon.  illot. 

Cinnabarine  preparations,  i^thiop's  anti- 
monialis,  neutral  falts,  fal  fodae,  &c.,  ac- 
cording to  circumllances,  fhould  be  pre- 
fcribed. 

During  theadminiftrationof  thefe  remedies, 
cold  fhould  be  avoided,  and  the  breads  fhould 
be  covered  with  a  hare*s  Ikin  drefled,  or  flan- 
nel :  the  fame  rules  likewifc  are  proper  in 
all  the  fubfequent  methods  of  cure. 

Mercurials  ufed  externallyy  as  ointments, 
or  inwardly  t.2iktv\.y  uncombined  with  antimonial 
or  fulphureous  preparations,  have  done  in- 
cxpreflible  mifchief  in  this  and  the  other 
flages  of  the  fcirrhus  and  cancerous  difeafes. 
Mercury  alone  aggravates  all  the  fymptoms  of 
the  cancer. 

Similar  modes  to  thofe  recommended  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  indurated  breafls,  which  happen 
during  lying  in,  and  they  may  be  i-dX^iy  pre- 
fcribed,  even  if  the  mother  fuckle  her  in- 
fant :  this  abundance  of  experience  has 
amply  proved. 

The fecond /pedes  of  induration,  where  the 
veins  and  lymphatic  vejfels  are  both  affeded,  a 

like 
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like  mode  of  cure  is  required  j  buf  a  ftridter 
regimen  fhould  be  prefcribed,  and  the  reme- 
dies fliould  be  given  in  larger  dofes,  but 
never  lb  as  to  raife  any  painful  irritation 
either  in  the  ftomach  or  the  general  habit. 
It  is  the  peculiar  merit  of  the  prefent  plan, 
that  fmall  dofes  of  thefe  important  remedies 
never  difagree  with  the  moft  delicate  confti* 
tution,  if  well  prepared;  but  on  this  depends 
their  fuccefs. 

In  the  fecond  flage  of  the  diforder  like- 
wife,  cinnabar,  or  vEthiop's  mineral,  have 
been  prefcribed  with  purified  nitre,  rubbed 
together  very  fine,  and  found  ufeful. 

Thefe  powders  are  to  be  taken  three  or  four 
times  in  the  day  to  sfs.  in  two  table  fpoonfuls 
of  camphorated  julep,  and  before  each  dofe  a 
Plummer's  pill,  beginning  with  half  a  grain> 
and  gradually  increafing  the  dofe  to  two 
grains,  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  and  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  the 
,cafe. 

In  the  third  flage,  where  the  veim^  lympha- 
tics ^  and  cells  of  the  adipofe  fubjtance  and  tubuH 
laBiferiy  are  probably  filled  with  a  coagulated 
matter,  and  become  all  together  one  confufed 

mafs. 
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jnafs,  little  fuccefs  may  be  expe6ted,  yet  it  re* 
quires  a  fimilar  mode  of  treatment ;  for  though 
no  cure  may  be  performed,  the  increafe  of  the 
diforder,  which  might  be  rapid,  is  frequently 
for  years  retarded. 

A  more  powerful  plan  may  likewife  be  at- 
tempted, which,  though  feldom,  has  fome- 
times  proved  fuccefsful. 

Inftead  of  the  pills,  in  addition  to  all  the 
former  methods,  the  following  preparation 
may  be  adminiftered,  if  there  appear  no  ma- 
terial objection  in  the  patient's  conftitution, 
or  in  the  tone  of  the  ftomach,  to  forbid  its 
ufe  ;  though  the  fmall  dofes  of  the  hydrargy-^ 
rus  muriatuSi  joined  with  antimon.  tariarifat., 
rarely  difagrees  with  any  patient,  being  from 
the  thirty-fecond  to  the  eighth  part  of  a 
grain. 

No.       Be-  Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  ij. 

Hydrarg.  muriat.  gr.  j.  folve  in 
Julep,  e  camphor,  sxvj.  deinde  addc 
Sal.  nitr.  5ij.  capiat  §fs.  vel  coch.  j.  vel  ij.  tcr  dd* 
die,  ex  coch.  iiij.  decofti  fequcntis. 

No.  lo.    R.  Rad.  farfaparil.  incif.  Bij.  coqucin  aq.  pur.  ftifs. 
ad  libram  unam  &  cola. 
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The  folution  fliould  be  meafured  in  a 
wooden  fpoon,  which  (hould  contain  exadlj 
half  an  ounce,  or  in  a  glafs  meafure. 

The  diet  and  nitrous  drink,  as  before  pre- 
scribed, will  likewife  be  ufeful. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  all  the  preceding 
modes  of  treatment  are  intended  to  attempt 
the  removal  of  the  caufes  of  cancers  j  by  ex- 
citing an  adion  in  the  coats  of  the  veffels,  to 
refolve,  change,  or  expel  theimpaded  matter: 
th'erefore  opiates^  hemlocky  or  fuch  narcotics^ 
will  be  highly  improper,  as  they  would  de- 
feat the  falutary  attempts  by  diminilhing  the 
moving  powers,  and  they  appear  highly  con- 
tradidory  to  any  intention  of  cure. 

The  fucceeding  Jlage  is  the  manifeft  cancer, 
which  does  not  always  obferve  the  progrefs 
already  defcribed  ;  the  variations  are  indefcri- 
bable  :  for  fometimes  little  dark-coloured  in- 
durated lumps  appear  in  the  furface  of  the 
breaft,  not  larger  than  peafe;  in  others  a 
large  fwelling  of  the  color  of  a  mulberry ;  in 
others  the  nipple  draws  in,  and  is  furround- 
ed  with  a  ftony  hardnefs  \  in  others  the  whole 
adipofe  membrane,  from  the  breafl  to  the 
back,  becomes  hard,  impeding  refpiration. 

All 
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All  thefe  fpecies  are  too  often  incurable  from 
their  origin.  Surgeons  iife  the  knife  j  but 
thefe  difordcrs  generally  relapfe  after  a  cruel 
operation:  to  many  melancholy  inftances  of 
which,  too  fliocking  to  relate,  I  have  been  fre- 
quently withefs;  and  I  find  this  has  been  the 
obfervation  of  all  refpectable  pradlitioners, 
ancient  or  modern. 

Whether,  if  patients  were  to  purfue  the 
modes  already  recorrimended,  early  in  con- 
junction with  the  operation,  time  and  a  candid 
trial  alone  can  determine  ;  for  my  own  part, 
from  not  being  able  to  perceive  pradlitioners 
juftified  in  attempting  a  dubious  operation, 
where  the  diforder  is  often  rendered  more 
violent,  I  muft  confefs,  from  confcientious 
motives,  and  my  own  private  feelings,  I  have 
fcarce  ever  affented  to  the  operation  under 
the  laft-mentioned  circumftances,  or  indeed 
in  any  of  the  foregoing  ftages. 

Various  projed:s,  many  of  which  are  highly 
fuperftitious  and  ridiculous,  and  others  barba- 
rous, at  different  periods  have  been  fuggefted, 
and  pradiifed  to  cure  the  occult  cancer :  a  dy- 
ing man's  hand,  the  application  of  a  toad,  a 
piece  of  undrelTed  vcalyfpitlle,  plaiflers,  a  conu 

or 
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or  callous  fubftance  from  the  leg  of  a  horfe, 
itrine  of  a  child  fed  on  goat's  milk,  juice  of 
clivers,  poultice  of  potatoes^  vervain  hung 
about  the  neck;  innumerable  abfurdities  of 
charms,  amulets ,  and  flrange  exorcifms ;  para- 
ges from  holy  fcriptiire  wrapped  up  pioufly 
in  paper,  and  worn  near  the  part  afFed:ed  ; 
cledricity;  various  cauilics,  or  atfenie  ap- 
plied as  a  plaifter,  which  laft  is  Plunket^i 
fecret  to  adl  as  a  cauftic,  by  corroding  and  de- 
ftroying  the  parts  indurated,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  and  more  flattering  denomination  of  a 
plaifter  to  draw  out  the  core,  as  it  is  called. 
I  have  feen  this  lafl  method  prove  horridly 
painful  and  deftrudive.  Blifters  have  been 
applied  j  corroding  lotions,  warm  liniments, 
and  thoufands  oi  irrational  or  cruel  remedies. 
Infignificant  medicaments  can  do  no  elTential 
fervice  in  the  difeafe ;  but  all  fharp  irritating 
applications  exafperate  the  fymptoms,  and 
always  haflen  death.  Some  prefcriptions 
originate  in  extreme  folly  and  credulity  ;  in 
raflinefs,  ignorance,  or  barbarity;  others  in 
the  purefl  benevolent  intentions,  undireded 
by  medical  fcience.  The  fiifferers  are  gene- 
rally impatient,  and  often  exped  more  than 

the 
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the  medical  art  admits,  and,  like  a  drowning 
man,  catch  at  every  ftraw  affuming  the  form 
of  relief.  Every  fpecies  of  knavery  has  been 
impofed  on  cancerous  patients  *. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  whether 
officious  humanity  and  friendfhip  of  relations, 
or  the  moft  artful  defign  and  impofture  of 
quacks,  have  done  moft  injury  to  the  afflided 
labouring  under  cancerous  complaints.  The 
former  often  prevent  affiftance  by  a  prefump- 
tuous  dependance  on  irrational  chimeras;  the 
latter  deftroy,  by  an  infamous  and  unfeeling 
determination  to  purfue  every  fpecies  of  prac- 
ticable deception,  through  ignorance,  defign, 
or  temerity. 

On  the  confirmed  J  internal  occult  Cancer, 

This  is  that  ftage  of  the  difeafe  in  which 
the  velTels  and  cells  of  the  tela  cellulofa  arc 

diftended, 

*  Black  hellebore,  ladies'  bed  ftfaw,  pflvet,  herb  robert^ 
burnet  faxifrage,  fait  of  foot  outwardly  rifes  a  vapor,  fat  of  a 
crocodile,  gall  of  flieep,  bees  in  powder,  millepedes,  canthari- 
des  boiled  in  oil,  lapis  infernalis,  prepared  lead,  diaphoretic  oil 
of  mercury,  fweet  red  fubliinate,  anodyne  oil  of  arfenic  as  a 
walh,  Faber's  quintelTence  of  antimony,  Faber's  clFence  of  ar- 
fenic, flower  of  ointments,  hemlock,  night-lhade,  &c. 
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diftended,  the  fluids  are  partly  coagulated,  the 
o-landular  fubftance  is  affedted,  and  the  free 
circulation  of  the  arterial  fyftem,  through  the 
tumor,  impeded,  or  altogether  obftruded ; 
to  which  are  joined  acuie  pains,  a  diftindt  tu-» 
mor,  or  many  tumors  in  difterent  parts  of  the 
breaft,  irregular  in  their  figure  and  dimcn- 
fions,  and  often  very  painful  on  being  touched  ; 
the  external  veins  are  often,  but  not  always, 
varicous.  Thefe  fymptoms,  happening  to 
women  about  the  time  of  the  total  ceflation 
of  the  mcnfes,  may  be  juflly  termed  of  a  can^ 
cerotis  tendency ;  for  the  tumors  which  acci- 
dentally happen  in  an  earlier  period  of  life, 
or  from  lying-in,  are  not  of  a  cancerous  na- 
ture, though  by  bad  management  they  may 
become  fo  frequently.  This  diftindlion,  how- 
ever, not  having  been  properly  adverted  to, 
has  given  an  opportunity  to  ignorance  and 
jmpofture  to  pretend  they  have  cured  cance- 
rous cafes  where  no  cancer  exifted.  It  is  with 
concern  I  mention  the  rafhnefs  of  fome  furge- 
ons,  who  have  operated  on  tumors  that  were 
abfolutely  not  cancerous  :  fuch  pradlices  hu- 
manity, and  the  honor  of  the  medical  profef- 

fion, 
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fion,  fliould  difcountenance  as  much  as  pof- 
fible. 

On  the  Operation  for  cancerous  T!umors, 

In  the  treatment  of  the  afore-mentioned 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  it  becomes  a  queftion, 
whether  the  removal  of  the  fcirrhus  by  the 
knife  be  an  ehgible  prad:ice?  or  whether  the 
palliative  mothods  of  cure  be  preferable  ? 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  thefc 
queftions  ;  when  we  are  more  guided  by  the 
laws  of  reafon,  humanity,  and  fa(fts,  than, 
prejudices,  or  the  erroneous  authority  of  the 
art  of  furgery.  After  fome  years  experience 
and  confideration  on  thefe  important  fubjedts, 
the  following  is  the  refult : 

No  tumor  of  this  nature  fhould  be  re- 
moved, unlefs  exquijite  pain  urge  its  neceffity, 
or  haemorrhage. 

If  the  operation  in  any  cafe  be  advifeable, 
which  I  much  doubt,  it  fhould  be  when 
there  is  only  one  tumor ^  or  two,  and  thefe  not 
only  contiguous  to  each  other,  but  detached 
from  the  pedloral  mufcle,  moveable,  and 
where  no  other  part  of  the  breaft  is  difeafed, 

no|: 
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fior  fwellings  under  the  armpit ;  to  determine 
which,  with  precifion,  requires  no  fmall  ex- 
perience and  difcernment. 

If  the  breaft  be  difeafed  in  different  parts, 
filthough  there  may  be  one  tumor  harder  than 
the  reft,  the  removal  of  this  will  be  abfolute- 
ly  improper  j  for  it  will  only  occafion  a  ne- 
ceffity  for  repeated  operations,  and,  after  var- 
riety  of  torment,  generally  deftroys  the  pa- 
tient J  of  which  many  furgeons  in  London  are 
well  informed. 

If  the  tumor  or  tumors  adhere  to  the  pec- 
toral mufcle,  or  if  the  lymphatic  g/afids  /V 
axi/Ia  be  affedted,  or  the  arm  fwelled 
cedematous,  the  operation  will  not  pofitively 
fucceed,  but  increafe  the  patient*s  torments, 
and  prove  more  rapidly  fatal. 

In  external  hard  tuberculce^  of  the  color  of 
the  blackberry,  mulberry,  or  flrawberry,  whe- 
ther large  and  fingle,  or  fmall  and  numerous, 
the  operation  is  doubtful.  The  application 
of  the  lunar  and  other  caujiics  have  produced 
inexpreffible  mifery,  but  no  cure  in  thefe  tu- 
bercul<^.  I  have,  however,  cured  fome  of 
thefe  cafes  by  the  ufe  of  the  concentrated  r)i- 
trous  acid. 

From 
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From  having  many  opportunities  to  deter-, 
mine  whether  the  operation  fhould,  in  any 
inftante,  be  performed  in  the  true  and  con- 
firmed cancer,  it  appears,  too  often,  except 
tionable  by  the  laws  of  moral  rectitude  and 
humanity,  though  defenfible  by  the  received 
opinions  of  many  excellent  furgeons.  If, 
however,  any  future  proofs  to  the  contrary  of 
this  dodtrine  fliould  convince  me  that  this  is 
a  prejudicial  opinion,  I  would  chearfully  re-r 
tra6l  the  do(5t.rine. 

The  firft  confideration  in  this  operation 
fhould  be,  whether  it  will  anfwer  the  end 
propofed,  that  is,  the  abfolute  cure  of  the  dif, 
eafe,  or  a  permanent  alleviation. 

The  amputation  of  the  fcirrhus  brcaft  is,  at 
beft,  doubtful 'y  therefore  fliould  be  underta- 
ken with  the  greateft  caution  and  circumfpec- 
tion  :  it  is  frequently  fruitless. 

It  often  produces  a  rapid  augmentation  of 
the  difeafe,  and  haftens  death,  with  additio- 
nal mifery. 

-  If  in  fome  very  favourable  cafes  it  fliould 
remove  the  difeafe  for  one,  two,  three,  or 
four  yeai:s,  wliich  by  no  means  whatever  can 
be previoujly  afcertained,  yet  in  moll:  inflances 

it 


Ai^D  NERVOUS  DISEASES, 

it  produces  a  painful  incurable  ulcer,  and  al- 
ways ends  fatally. 

Many  are  the  inflance^  in  which  the  dif- 
cafed  breafl:  has  been  cut  out,  and  the  wound 
has  healed ;  but  after  fome  time  the  ulcer  has 
re-appeared  with  increafed  violence,  exqui- 
fite  torture,  and  commonly  terminated  unfor* 
tunately.  This  I  fpeak  from  long  experience. 

On  the  Confeqwences  of  the  Sclrrhus  of  the 
Breajis^  when  unajfijied  by  fnedical  or,chi^ 
rurgical  treatment 

The  indurated  tuniors  of  the  breafts  re- 
main, in  fome  cafes,  without  any  augmen- 
tation of  the  difeafe,  or  malignant  fy mptoms, 
for  feveral  years. 

In  fome  inftances  the  diforder  becomes  ra^ 
pidly  malignant,  the  tumor  or  tumors  in- 
creafe,  and  are  attended  with  acute  excruci™ 
ating  pains. 

In  both  cafes  they  commonly  become  ul^ 
eerous  i  firfl  an  excoriation  appears,  iffuin^g 
a  thin  acrimonious  ferum,  the  ulcer  enlarges, 
the  tumors  throw  off  flratum  after  Jlratum  of 
the  difeafed  parts,  fmelling  horridly  foetid  ; 

H  fometimes 
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fometimes  very  large  maffes  can  be  eadly  Se- 
parated; at  others,  the  parts  arc  extremely 
putrid,  without  feparation. 

FungufTes,  tubercles,  and  large  excrefcen- 
ces,  arife  fucceffively ;  for  as  one  becomes 
putrid,  Separates ,  and  is  removed,  others, 
make  their  appearance. 

In  other  inftances  the  difeafed  parts  gra* 
dually  putrify  and  Separate,  forming  a  large 
fp reading  ulcer,  corroding  all  the  adjacent 
parts  ;  the  ribs  themfelves  arc  often  expofed 
by  the  deftrudiion  of  the  perioJfteum. 

A  be^ic  fever  accompanies  the  other  horrid 
Symptoms ,  which  Seems  to  ariSe  Srom  a  par-, 
tial  abforption  of  the  cancerous'  acrimony  i 
other  glandular  parts  are  likewife  often  af- 
fed;ed,  and  particularly  the  lymphatic  fyf" 
tern.  ThoSe  Surgeons,  thereSore,  are  in  2, 
moft  palpable  error,  who  SuppoSe  that  the 
cancer  is  a  mere  local  difeafcy  requiring  only 
local  applications  or  operations.  The  juices 
of  the  cancerous  patients  are  contaminated 
by  the  cancerous  acrimony  :  hence  the  neceS- 
fity  of  changing  the  Jiate  of  the  blood;  hencQ 
the  reafon  for  applying  remedies  to  remove 
glandular  and  lymphatic  diSeaSes ;  hence  the 

reaSon 
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feafon  why  removing  the  difeafed  part,  ly 
cuttingi  does  not,  in  general,  aire  the  cance- 
rous diforder*. 

At  laft,  after  inexpreffible  mifery,  of  lon^ 
o-er  or  fhorter  continuance,  with  conftant  re- 
fpiration  in  the  putrid  exhalations  ifluing  from 
the  fores,  the  patient  becomes  more  and  more 
debilitated  j  fometimes  the  acute  pains  dimi- 
tiifh,  at  others  not,  till  nature,  exhaufted  by 
tortures  and  the  cruel  ravages  of  this  feroci- 
ous difeafe,  death  clofes  the  miferable  fcene. 

On  the  Confequences  of  the  Scirrhus  of  the 
Breajlsy  when  under  the  Dire  &  ion  offurgical 
and  medical  Ajjijtance, 

Enough  has  been  faid  of  the  confequences 
attending  arfenical  cauflics^  or  operating  with 
the  knife.  If  the  ulcer  fliould  not  incarn  and 
cicatrize  after  the  operation,  the  diforder  pro- 
ceeds in  a  manner  fimilar  to  the  antecedent 
defcription,  but  varying  almoft  with  every 
individual  patient. 

In 

*  Whoever  wllhes  to  fee  the  mofl:  conclufive  reafonings  on 
this  fubjecl,  may  confult  my  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  ulcerated 
l^gs,  &c.  4th  Edition. 

H  2; 
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In  feme  inftances  the  ulcers  produced  hy 
the  knife  or  caiiflic  remain  incurable,  and 
torment  for  two  or  three  years ;  in  others,  the 
ulcers  fpread  fuddenly,  and  put  a  final  period 
to  life  in  the  dreadful  manner  already  de- 
fcribed. 

Human  forefight  fails  in  the  prognoftic  of 
thefe  difeafes  when  a  cure  is  attempted  by  an 
operation;  cures  in  the  real  occult  cancer,  I 
believe,  are  rarely  or  never  performed  by 
cutting:  in  all  which  inftances  the  patient  is 
ever  rendered  more  miferable.  Even  all  the 
ancient,  as  well  as  modern  writers  acknow- 
ledge this,  from  Hippocrates  and  Celfus  to 
the  prefent  time,  and  yet  moft  furgeons  have, 
and  do  operate.  Why  fliould  miracles  be 
more  expedted  now  than  formerly  ?  or  why 
fliould  furgery  not  be  very  circumfped:  in  an 
operation,  which  all  its  authors  confefs  to 
have  been  uniformly  unfortunate  ? 

By  a  judicious  internal  and  external  treat- 
ment, joined  with  an  exa6l  regimen,  accord- 
ing to  the  conflitution  of  patients,  and  cir- 
cumflances  of  cafes,  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe  is  frequently  retarded,  its  ravaging  ef- 
fed:s  are  greatly  mitigated,  the  ulcerous  ftage, 

mof^ 
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mofl:  to  be  dreaded,  is  at  leaft  fufpended,  and 
often  many  years  prevented }  and  though  an 
abfolute  cure  can  feldom  be  performed,  yet 
life  may  be  frequently  rendered  lefs  mifera-r 
ble  by  an  alleviation  of  all  the  fymptoms. 
The  utmoft  limits  of  medicine  extend  no  far- 
ther in  thefe  unconquerable  difeafesj  the  caufes 
of  which  anatomy i  phyfiology,  pathology,  and 
therapeutics^  will  clearly  explain  to  thofe  well 
verfed  in  the  fcience  of  medicine  and  fur- 
gery. 

Some  ge?2eral  Inferences  on  the  different  At^ 
te?npts  to  cure  cancerous  Difea/es. 

The  origin,  ftages,  profpedls  of  cure,  and 
ill-confequences  of  cancerous  complaints, 
being  explained,  humanity  demands  fome 
conclufive  dodlrines  from  the  foregoing  pre- 
mifes. 

1 .  A  tumor  or  tumors  in  the  breaft,  with 
or  without  pain,  befoxe  the  cefTation  of  the 
menftrual  evacuation,  are  generally  jwt  can- 
cerous, 

2.  All  tumors  which  happen  in  lying-in 
are  never  cancerous,  and  therefore  fhould  not 

I  be 
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be  extraded  by  the  knife,  or  any  other  cruel 
method. 

3,  Extradling  i?idole?ii  or  unpainful  fwel* 
lings  of  the  breafts  by  knife,  plaifter,  or  cau- 
ftic,  unlefs  with  a  certainty  of  radically  cu- 
ring the  difeafe,  is  extremely  hazardous,  un-r 
neceflary,  and  fixquently,  in  the  end,  fatal. 

4.  Unpainful  fwellings  in  the  breafl  often 
remain  many  years  without  any  increafe^  or  vi- 
fible  injury  to  patients ;  but  no  furgeon  can 
previoufly  determine  what  will  be  the  confe« 
quence  of  an  operation. 

5,  If  it  could  be  proved  that  many  indo- 
lent tumors  have  been  extraded,  the  patients 
recovered,  and  the  breaft  has  ever  after  re- 
mained found  I  yet  thefe  circumftances  are  by 
no  means  admitted  in  favor  of  cuttings  be- 
caufe  thofe  complaints  were  not  cancerous, 
and  might  perhaps  have  been  removed  by 
milder  methods. 

6.  Moll  of  the  pretended  cancers  cured  by 
cutting,  on  examination,  have  been  found  of 
the  foregoing  clafs ;  but  by  the  apprehenfion 
of  the  patient,  who  commonly  magnifies  the 
misfortune,  have  been  called,  without  any 
regard  to  truth,  real  cancers.    Vague  report 

3  like  wife 
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likewife  afTerts.that  cancers  have  been  cured  by 
every  fpecies  of  fiiperflition,  and  by  trifling  re- 
niedies  directed  by  unlearned  peoplfe.  Afk  the 
parties  the  true  definition  of  a  cancer,  and  the 
fallacy  of  their  prctenfions  is  immediately  dif- 
covered.  If  any  one  fhould  aflert  a  canes r  is 
curedy  who  knows  not  its  definition^  it  would 
be  the  height  of  abfurdity  or  madnefs  to  credit 
fuch  report  \  for  whoever  underftands  not  the 
pature  and  fymptoms  of  a  difeafe,  fo  as  to 
give  a  clear  definition,  muft  be  neceflfarily  ig- 
porant  of  what  he  attempts  to  cure,  and  is 
liable  firft  to  deceive  himfelf,  and  afterwards 
the  reft  of  mankind, 

7.  It  therefore  requires  very  little  confide- 
ration  with  men  of  integrity,  fkill,  and  hu- 
manity, whether  a  dubious  and  cruel  opera- 
tion fhould  be  adopted,  when  no  real  necef- 
fity,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  future  ilUcon- 
fequences,  nor  the  prefent  danger  of  death, 
urges  fuch  a  rafh  method. 

8.  It  appears  more  rational  and  fafe  to 
leave  fuch  cafes  to  chance,  or  to  treat  them 
mildly,  than  by  rough,  and  often  vain,  at- 
tempts at  radically  cufing,  to  rilk  the  produc- 

•  tipn 
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tion  of  an  incurable  difeafe  or  ulcer,  where 
none  before  cxifted. 

9.  Neither  the  art  of  medicine,  nor  artifts, 
are  always  refponfible  for  the  ill-fuccefs  of 
operations ;  for^  perfons  afflided  with  the 
apprehenfion  of  cancerous  complaints  are  fre^ 
quently  very  impatient :  they  often  fly  from 
(kill,  learning,  and  fincerity,  into  the  merci-^ 
lefs  hands  of  un{kilfulnefs,  prefumption,  and 
mean  artifice :  thoufands  thus  become  vie-? 
tims  to  their  own  folly  and  credulity,  and,' 
with  a  dreadful  augmentation  of  mifery,  vo- 
luntarily fliorten  their  own  exiflence  *, 

10.  In  painful  tumors,  or  real  cancers,  or 
ulcers  of  the  brcaft,  happening  at  the  age  of 
forty  or  fifty,  when  the  menfes  have  ceafed, 
or  nearly  ceafe  to  flow,  the  ej^tradion  by  the 

knife, 

*  I  lately  was  called  to  a  fhocking  inftance  of  this  nature.  ,• 
A  gentlewoman  had  an  unpainful  fcirrhus  of  the  breaft,  and  ap- 
plied to' a  foreign  quack,  who  has  for  year's  abufed  the  regular 
praditioners  in  the  public  papers:  he  ufed  fome  applications 
which  foon  produced  ulcers;  afterwards  a  fungus  grew  rapidly 
very  large,  weighing  at  leaft  eight  or  ten  pounds,  horridly  foe- 
tid. Two  furgeons  now  living  in  town  undertook  to  cut  off  the 
difeafed  parts,  which  was  performed  dexteroufly ;  but  the  ui^. 
'fortunate  patient  languiflied  a  fhort  time  in  inexpreffible  mifer)% 
and  died.  Innumerable  inftances  of  this  nature  may  be  pro- 
duced. 
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jcnife,  under  the  favourable  circumftances  al- 
ready delivered,  has  proved,  in  feme  inftan- 
ces,  a  temporary  cure  ;  but  in  far  the  greater 
number  the  difeafe  has  returned  with  additio- 
nal violence  and  devaftation,  and  after  cruel- 
ly tormenting  the  afflicted  patient  for  a  longer 
or  fhorter  period,  always  proved  fatal. 

1 1 .  Under  fuch  circumftances  of  hope  and 
hazard,  prad:itioners  in  medicine  will  decide 
differently.  Thofe  who  cautioufly  refle(n:, 
and  who  polTefs  fenfibility,  will  avoid  re^ 
commending  a  fuccefslefs  operation,  left 
they  aggravate  human  calamity,  and  fliorten 
the  duration  of  life. 

The  bolder  clafs 'bf  furgeons,  particularly 
the  young  and  inexperienced,  and  all  who 
think  the  operation  the  only  chance  for  relief, 
will  undertake  it,  and  will  confider  them- 
felves  juftified  in  having  pradifed  the  modes 
of  treatment  which  authors,  but  not  reafon, 
por  humanity,  prefcribe  *. 

12.  In 

*  About  feven  years  ago  a  patient,  labouring  under  an  occult 
cancer  of  the  tejfes,  was  earneftly  advifed  by  a  very  Ikilful  fur- 
geon,  in  confultation  with  an  excellent  anatomift,  to  undergo 
tafiration,  as  the  only  probable  means  of  faving  his  life,  and  pre- 
venting future  ill-confequences.    The  patient  had  fubmitted, 

and,,. 
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12.  In  the  treatment  by  proper  regimen, 
adapted  to  each  individual,  in  conjundtion 
with  the  remedies,  recommended  in  this 
treatife,  while  the  diforder  is  recent,  a  cure 
has  been  obtained :  fome  inftances  have  re- 
mained well  above  ten  years,  and  continue 
well  at  this  prefent  time. 

In  many  other  inftances  the  diforde^  has 
advanced,  and  terminated  fatally;  but  thofe 
modes  of  treatment  have,  in  numerous  in- 
Aances,  alleviated  the  mifery,  and  rendered 
the  remaining  paffage  through  life  more  com^ 
fortable.  It  fliould,  however,  be  confeffed, 
that  whatever  mode  be  purfued,  the  difeafe 
is  frequently  incurable,  ^nd  generally  termi- 
nates fatally :  therefore  the  cancer,  in  what* 
ever  manner  viewed,  mufl  be  confidered  an 
evil  of  the  greateft  magnitude  to  humai^ 

beings, 

and,  as  no  one  could  forefee  the  refult  of  the  operation,  he  fet- 
tled his  affairs.  The  cafe  certainly,  appeared  very  defperate ;  bqt 
he  was  pcrfedly  cured  by  internal  rernedies,  chiefly  by  Plummer's 
pill,  camphor,  and  nitre,  in  eleven  weeks,  and  thus  happily 
fnatched  from  a  moft  dreadful  operation,  and  perhaps  from 
death.  This  patient  has  remained  in  the  moft  perfeft  health, 
and  continues  fo  to  this  day.  Another  perfon,  under  fnnilar 
circumftances,  was  cured  in  the  fame  manner.  The  former 
was  patient  to  my  friend.  Dr.  Kennedy,  Great  Queen  Street. 
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teings,  which  has  oppofed,  and  ever  vmjl^ 
from  its  nature,  frequently  refifl  all  medical 
attempts  in  the  radical  cure.  As  this  is  the 
truth,  why  riflv,  without  great  caution,  the 
unrelenting  and  cruel  ufe  of  the  knife  ?  Where-^  ' 
fore  difturb  a  diforder  which  in  many  in- 
ftances  is  bearable,  and  fafely  alleviable,  in 
hopes  of  cure,  where  fuccefs  rarely  happens, 
but  wherein  pain  is  too  frequently  augment-? 
ed,  and  a  miferable  death  experienced? 

The  progrefs  of  the  diforder  is  flow,  and 
its  malignity  may  be  often  correc^^ed  j  for  by 
(kilful  management,  many  have  labored  under 
cancerous  difeafes,  for  feveral  years,  without 
any  confiderable  inconvenience.   Thefe  good 
effedis  have  been  produced  chiefly  by  cinna- 
barine  preparations ^  nitre,  JEthiops  miner alis, 
mucilaginous  gums,  abftinence  from  all  acid, 
or  fpicy  food^  from  all  fpirituous  and  vinous 
liquids ;  by  keeping  the  mind  calm,  for  no- 
thing haftens  the  diforder  fo  rapidly  as  per- 
turbations of  the  mind  :  frequent  bleedings 
are  fomctimes  neceflary ;  evacuants  of  the 
purgative  clafs   occafionally;  all  correctors 
of  acrimony,  as       farfaparilla,  fulphureous 
preparations,  magnejia  alba  uft,  gum  arable, 

crude 
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crude  antimony  prepared,  with  or  without 
nitrcy  &c.  &c.  Thefe  various  remedies  are 
to  be  applied  to  every  individual  differently, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  and  confli- 
tution  of  the  patient ;  by  refleding  on  the 
power  and  force  of  the  difeafe,  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient,  the  power  of  the  medicine 
prefcribed,  and  the  contra-indications.  A 
powerful  difeafe  cannot  be  removed  by 
trifling  reniedies;  nor  fhould  violent  me- 
dicines be  prefcribed  in  a  flight  complaint, 
pr  in  debility;  but  thefe  important  objects 
jnuft  be  left  to  the  flcill  of  the  judicious  pre^ 
fcriber,  who  will  f egul^te  his  practice  accord- 
ing as  circumflances  occur.  Nothing  but 
metallic  alteratives ^  given  fo  as  never  to  (hoc!?: 
the  conflitution,  are  the  leafl:  likely  to  fucceed 
in  removing  glandular  or  lymphatic  ob- 
fl:ru(5lions.  Jt  is  playing  with  the  difeafe, 
and  amufing  the  patient  by  fpecipus  decep- 
tion, to  pretend  or  exped  cures  can  be  per- 
formed by  trivial  remedies  in  an  obflinate, 
formidable,  and  difficult  difeafe. 


On 
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On  the  Management  of  the  cancerous  Ulcere 
or  confirmed  manifejl  Cancer  of  the  Breaji. 

The  cancerous  ulcer  may  be  divided  into 
three  flages — 

I.  The  Commencement. 

■Z.  The  augmented  or  feparating  Stage. 

3.  Tht  putrid-ahforbing  ^t2igQ, 

The  commencement  is  commonly  an  exco- 
riation of  the  tumor,  a  black  fpot,  tubercle, 
or  a  fiffure  near  the  nipple,  with  fcirrhofity 
of  the  adjoining  parts,  attended  with  fharp 
darting  pains,  and  athin acrimonious  difcharge, 
fufficiently  acrid  to  inflame,  and  fometimes 
corrode  the  furrounding  parts. 

^h»  external  Treatment  of  the  Jirjl  Stage^  or 
Commencement, 

If  the  breaft  be  inflamed,  and  in  a  ftate  of 
diftenfion,  emollient  fomentations  fhould  be 
applied  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  after- 
ward the  ung.  populneum,  album  yfambuc{nu?ny 
or  Goulard's  pomade^  oL  camphor^  Sec.  &c. 
Soft  cataplafms  are  likewife  ufeful,  if  their 
weight  on  the  inflamed  fwelling  caufe  no 

uneafy 
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uneafy  fenfation.  The  bread  ind  milk  poul- 
tice* with  lard  or  oil,  or  the  cataplafm  made 
with  farina  feminum  Uniy  may  be  ufed  \  to 
cither  of  which  may  be  added  Goulard*s  vc'^ 
geto-mineral  water 

The  following  linimeiit  has  greatly  abated 
the  burning  heat  and  furrounding  inflam- 
mation, when  the  parts  are  not  much  dif- 
tended : 

No,  II,    R»  LItharg.  aur*  bene  Isvigat*  Ji^s. 

Acet»  diftillat.  sj.  mifce  agitatione,  deinde  gdde 
OI.  amygdal.  recent,  vel 
—  olivar,  opt* 

K.  linimentum,  parum  cujus  applicandum  parti- 
bus  inflammatis,  ter  vel  quater  de  die,  ope 
plumss  mollis* 

The  vegeto-rn'meral  water ^  reduced  to  half 
its  ufual  ftrength,  is  frequently  ufeful  as  a 
fomentation,  to  be  applied  warm ;  or  folutions 
of  camphor  with  decorticated  almonds  and 
water. 

It  fhould  be  remarked,  that  no  application 
agrees  with  two  perfons  equally  alike ;  there-  ! 
fore  what  occafions  moft  eafe  fhould  be  con- 
tinued, and  whatever  evidently  incrcafes  pain 
fliould  be  rejeded.    The  furgeon,  however, 

fhould 
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Hiould  ufe  caution,  left  he  be  deceived  on  thi? 
fubj'edl  •  for  patients  under  pain  are  often  apt 
to  attribute  their  mifery  or  eafe  to  falfe  caufes. 
They  frequently  condemn  an  application  ot 
inward  remedy  as  the  caufe  of  their  torment, 
when  the  pain  arifes  from  the  nature  of  the 
complaint;  and  often  perfuade  themfelves, 
under  any  mitigation  of  the  fymptoms,  that 
the  laft  thing  applied  produced  the  alleviating 
"cffedl.  This  error  fliould  be  rectified. 

T^e  Internal  Ti'eatment  of  the  frft  Stage* 

The  remedies  internally  prefcribed  Ihould 
be  accommodated  to  the  conftitutions  of  pa- 
tients. To  the  plethoric  and  florid,  repeated 
bleeding,  laxatives,  and  antiphlogiftics, 
fliould  be  prefcribed,  as  the  cathartic  falts, 
xiitrQ.falfod^ey  prunella y  fal poly chrejly  tartar- 
rum  folubiky  &c. 

To  the  pallid,  nervous,  and  relaxed,  fhoulcj 
be  prefcribed  antifpajmodies,  as  aflfafcetida, 
camphora,  valerian,  &c.  to  diminifh  irritabi- 
lity j  aloetic  laxatives,  fuch  as  fapo  and  pilula 
aromatica,  extraBum  catharticum,  pilula  Rufi^ 
with  our  pulvis  a?2ti?noniaUs,  of  the  new  Col- 
lege 


IIZ  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

lege  Difpenfatory,  one,  two,  or  three  grains 
of  the  former,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
latter,  every  night,  to  prevent  or  remove 
conftipation.  Mild  mineral  alteratives,  and 
corrediors  of  acrimony,  are  to  be  recom- 
mended, and  long  continued. 

To  the  corpulent,  cold,  languid,  and  re* 
laxed,  if  the  tumor  be  fpongeous  or  foftifli, 
on  a  fuppofition  that  the  vafcular  fyftem  is 
relaxed,  the  chalybeate  preparations  have 
been  ufeful ;  but  are  improper  if  the  parts  arc 
inflamed,  or  the  tumors  very  hard.  The 
li7natura  martis  pr^eparata^  fiores  Del  tinBura 
martial,  and  limilar  preparations,  may  be  pre- 
fcribed,  if  heat  or  pain  do  not  fucceed  their 
exhibition. 

For  the  plethoric. 

No.  12.    R.  Sal.  nitr. 

 Sods  aa.  gr.  X. 

Julep,  e  camph. 
Aq.  pur.  aa.  §j. 

F.  hauftus  ter  in  diefumen<3u3. 

Or  the  pulvis  cum  cinnab.  and  7iitr.  to  5fs.  or 
9ij.  ter  de  die,  ex  Bij.  decod:i  pedtoralis. 

The  decoBum  nitrofum  may  be  ufed,  pro 
p9tu  ordinario. 

No.  i^. 
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No.  13.  R.  Sal.  Rupel.  5j.  folve  in 

Aq.  pur.  siij.  deinde  adde 
Emulfionis  commun.  §v. 
^         F;  miftura,  cujus  capiat  ^och;  iiij.  pro  re  nataj 
in  conftipatione. 

The  Dog  and  Duck,  Epforri,  and  limilar 
waterSi  are  likewife  good  antiphlogiftic  purga- 
tives for  the  jDlethoric. 

For  the  palHd,  nervous,  bilidus,  and  re- 
laxed patients. 

No.  14.  R.  Pili  ex  colocynth.  cum  aloe  5j. 

Saponis  amygdal.  5fs.  M.  accurate. 

F.  pllulsE  Noi  XX.  fumat  j.  vel  ij.  pro  re  natS* 

The  pill  No.  2  or  No.  6,  may  be  ordered 
as  a  deobftruent  and  corre(5lor  with  the  fol- 
lowing powder : 

No.  15.    R.  Cinnab.  antiraon.  ppt.  3iij. 
Sal.  nitr. 

Pulv.  e  tragacanth.  c.  aa.  5j.  M.  f.  pulvis,  dividend 
dus  in  xij.  dofes,  quarum  capiat  unam  ter  vel 
quater  de  die  ex  coch,  ij.  julep,  e  camph.  vel 
aquae  pura:. 

Or  the  following  bolus  and  draught  may  be 
taken ; 

Vol"  I-  I  No,f6, 
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No.  1 6.    R.  iEthiop.  mill,  refte  prxparat.  gr.  xij.  ad  Sd.* 
Pulv.  camph.  gr.  v.  fyr.  balfam.  q.  s. 
F.  bolus,  ter  vel  qtiater  de  die  fumendus,  fuperbi- 
bendo  hauftum  fequentem  : 

No.  17.    R.  Sal.  foda;  gr,  viij.  ,ad  gr,  xij.  folve  in 
Julep,  e  camph,  §ifs.  deindeadde 
EfFcnt.  antimon.  Huxham  gutt.  xxx.  f.  hauftus. 

Opiates,  with  the  afore-mentioned  clafs  of 
patients,  fhould  be  avoided,  as  a  light  dili- 
rium  and  coftivenefs  frequently  fucceed  their 
adminiftration. 

The  Mithiops  veget'abilis^  aJitimonium  crudum 
ppt.,  Huxham's  JEthiops  antimonialis ^  and 
fuch  like  preparations  are  ufeful. 

Decodlum  farfapariJIt^,  or  aq,  hordeata^  and 
gum  arabic,  are  proper,  pro  potu  ordinario. 

For  the  corpulent,  with  a  languid  circula- 
tion, the  cold,  and  debilitated. 

Aloetics  as  laxatives ;  tonics  are  fometimes, 
though  rarely,  neceiTary ;  in  which  latter  cafe 
the  medicines  for  the  bilious  and  nervous 
clafs  fhould  be  preferred. 

No.  1 8.    R.  Infuf.  amar.  Jifi. 

Tina.  flor.  mart.  3j.  M. 

F.  hauftus  bis  vel  ter  de  die  fumendus. 


*  By  triturating  equal  parts  oi  argtntum  vivum  and  feres  fulpb.,  with- 
out heat,  according  to  our  Royal  Cyllege  Difpenfatory. 

Or, 
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Or, 

is^o.  19.    R.  Flor.  mart.  5irs. 

SJiec.  aromat.  Sij* 
Goh.  rofar.  §iifs.  Mk 

F.  eled.  cujus  capiat      N.  M.  ter  de  die. 

Other  chalybeates,  and  fometimes  the  cor- 
tex Peruvianus  in  milk,  will  be  proper. 

No.  20.    R.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  5iji 

Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  5j'  M. 
F.  pulvis,  dividendus  in  viij.  doles,  quarum  fuma^ 
unam  ter  de  die  ex  coch  iij.  aqux  puras,  hor- 
deatse,  vel  julep,  e  camphor. 

With  this  clafs  of  patients  a  dry  diet  is  ab- 
folytely  neceffary. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  the  inflances  are 
few  in  which  the  bark,  or  other  tonics,  prove 
ufeful ;  for,  on  the  contrary,  they  oftener  ex- 
cite jpain  j  under  which  circumflance  they 
fhould  be  immediately  difcontinued. 

On  the  external  Treatfnent  of  the  augmented  or 
feparati?tg  Stage  of  the  Cancer. 

The  rules  for  deterging,  incarning,  and  ci-  ^ 
catrifmg  ulcers  in  general,  are  precluded  in 
the  cancerous  ulcer ;   for  hum?in  art  com- 
■  I  2  monly 
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monly  fails  in  the  attempt  to  deterge,  inca'rn, 
or  cicatrife  the  cancer. 

If  the  difcharge  of  the  ulcerated  parts 
fliould  be  very  copious,  no  aftringent  appli- 
cations Ihould  be  ufed,  for  they  create  pain. 

The  ulcers  fliould  be  cleanfed  with  warm 
camphorated  lotions,  &c. 

The  mildefl  ointments  fpread  on  lint 
fhould  be  ufed,  as  the  unguentum  album,  or 
any  of  the  unguents  already  recommended. 

No.  21.    R.  Sperm,  cetigij. 

Ol.  mucilag.  |viij. 

F.  unguentum  fecundura  artemk. 

Or. 

'No., 22.  R.  Axung.  porcin.  recent,  ftj. 

Ceruff.  ppt.  ^iv.    F.  unguentum. 

The  ulcerations  fliould  be  kept  very  cleans 
but  this  is  difficult,  owing  to  the  irregular 
furfaces  of  the  ulcers,  and  the  danger  of  ir-* 
ritating  the  parts  afFed:ed» 

No.  23.    R.  Extraft.  faturn.  Goulard  3j. 

Aq.  pur,  mollis  ftlj.    F,  lotio. 
No.  24.    R.  Sacehar.  faturn.  5j. 

Aq.  rofar.  ftij.  M.   F.  lotio. 
N(>.  25,    R.  Merc,  corrof.  fub.  gr.  xv.  folve  in 

Aq.  flor.  fambuQi  ftij,    F,  lotiof 

When 
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When  the  furfaccs  of  the  ulcers  are  not 
very  green  and  foul,  the  lotions  23  and  24, 
made  tepid,  will  be  proper. 

Cinnabarine  fumigations  are  likewife  ne- 
ccflary,  if  no  pain  follow  their  ufe. 

When  the  ulcers  are  very  foul,  greenifh* 
and  foetid,  the  lotion  25  fliould  be  recora- 
mended,  the  a^ua  calcis  or  phagc^denicay  and 
fimilar  detergers. 

When  frefh  dreffings  are  applied,  after  the 
ulcers  are  well  cleanfed,  in  the  gentleft  man- 
ner poflible,  all  the  humidity  lliould  be  ab- 
forbed,  whether  it  be  caufed  by  the  lotion  or 
the  ulcerous  difcharge ;  for  the  matter,  or  any 
part  of  it,  remaining  on  the  ulcer,  or  even  in 
its  filTures,  will  hourly  become  more  aerid, 
create  pain,  and  excoriate  the  adjoining  fkin. 

The  lotions  may  be  applied  with  a  feather, 
or  in  the  parts  difficult  of  accefs  by  a  fyringe; 
but  each  mode  fhould  be  performed  with  a 
Jight  hand,  left,  by  the  ulcerations  being  irri* 
tated,  the  patient's  mifery  fliould  be  increafed. 

After  the  difeafed  parts  are  well  cleanfed 
and  dried,  the  faturnine  ointments,  or,  in 
/hort,  whatever  agrees  beft  with  the  fore, 
&ould  be  ufed,  and  repeated. 

The 
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The  carrot  cataplafm,  for  the  purpofe  of 
covering  the  foul  uneven  furface  of  the  ulcer, 
or  a  cataplafm  of  potatoes,  being  innocent  ap- 
plications, frequently  prevent,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  fetor,  or  putrid  exhalations,  from 
annoying  the  patients  or  attendants.  Pow- 
dered camphor  may  be  like  wife  added.  • 

The  fuppofition  of  any  fpectfc  qualities  in 
the  carrot,  or  fuch  like  applications,  for  the 
cure  of  cancers,  argues  the  niofl:  ridiculous 
credulity. 

A  ftrong  decodlion  of  the  leaves  of  hem- 
lock, or  a  folution  of  its  extra(51:,  joined  with 
linfeed  flour,  or  other  innocent  farinaceous 
■fubftances,  have  been  ufed  as  cataplafms  j  the 
bruifed  leaves  of  cicuta  are  likewife  applied, 
with  no  inconfiderable  faith,  even  by  learned, 
and  apparently  rational  practitioners,  as  pof- 
it^mgfpecific  powers  in  curing  cancers. 

Such  ill-founded  expediations  can  only 
arife  from  an  unacquaintance  with  the  imme- 
diate caufes,  progrefs,  and  termination  o 
cancers,  and  the  properties  of  fuch  medica- 
ments. The  fiery  mad  paffion  after  narcotic 
and  acrid  poifons,  as  fpecific  remedies,  rages 
pow  with  incredible  and  thoughtlefs  fury, 

particularljr 
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particularly  amongft  juvenile  praditioners. 
Colleges  and  Univerfitics,  w^here  plaufible 
theories,  but  little  experience  in  practice, 
abound,  have  fandlified  the  exhibition  of  many 
poifons,  as  maybe  feen  in  foreign  difpenfatories. 
Irreparable  mifchief  has  been  produced ;  but 
perhaps  the  voice  of  an  individual,  at  prefent, 
would  be  loft  amidft  the  violent  clamours  of 
the  inexperienced  and  prejudiced,  otherwife 
nothing  merits  more  fevere  animadverfion. 
The  admillion  of  poifons,  as  fpecifics,  is  the 
moft  efFed:ual  mode  of  wrefting  from  the  art 
all  principles  of  true  fcience  and  learning,  at 
the  hazard  of  introducing  the  moft  dangerous 
ar^d  rafh  empiricifm*. 

If,  however,  any  eafe  from  the  hemlock  or 
folanum  can  be  procured  by  external  applica- 
tion, 

*  A  young  gentleman,  a  major  in  the  army,  lately  was  fqd- 
denly  deprived  of  life  by  taking  a  large  dpfe  of  the  extradt  of 
hemlock  as  a  rernedy.  Another  lingered  and  died  in  ftrong  con- 
vulfions  by  the  ufe  of  an  atfenical  preparation  given  for  the  ague. 
As  to  the  pretended  internal  virtues  of  hemlock  in  curing  a  feal 
cancer,  nothing  but  folly  could  fuppofe  it.  I  have  made  the  moft 
circumfpeft,  yet,  I  hope,  candid,  enquiries,  to  prove  whether  hem- 
lock ever  cured  a  confirmed  cancer  ;  but  find  all  candid  phyficians 
and  furgeons  acknowledge  their  difappointment  in  attempting 
fhe  cure  by  hemlock,  and  this  my  own  experience  confirms,  Pro- 

feffo;- 
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tion,  it  might  be  prefcribed  ;  but  there  arifcs 
a  difgufting  ftench  from  the  hemlock  bruifed, 
producing  fometimes  dizzinefs  and  pains  in 
the  head;  and  certainly  it  neither  refolves 
the  tumor,  deterges,  incarns,  nor  cicatrifes  a 
malignant  cancerous  ulcer. 

But  as  cicuta  has  been  extolled,  and  as 
nothing  fhould  be  omitted  which  is  likely 
to  prove  ferviqeable,  the  following  lotion 
is  given,  as  a  palliative^  from  a  refpedable 
author  : 

No.  26.  R.  Extraft.  cicutas  5iij.  folve  in 
Aq.  calcis  ftij,    F,  lotio. 

"EJi  in  ulcere  cancrofo  efficax  medicamentujn^ 
fays  the  learned  author;  or  an  anodyne  fo^ 
mentation  jnay  be  prepared  from  the  follow- 

feflbr  De  Haen,  of  Vienna,  affprts  the  fame.  See  his  Epiflle 
againft  Storck,  proving  the  whole  account  about  hemlock  to  have 
been  fabricated  to  anfwer  a  felf-interefted  purpofe  that  is  now 
well  known.  How  Ihocking  to  refleft  on  the  credulity  of  me- 
dical pradlitioners  in  this  cafej  but  what  lhall  we  fay  of  the 
dreadful  effefls  of  the  (Hgitalis,  which  has  been  fo  fatally 
prefcribed  in  dropfies  without  any  refleflion  on  confequences  ? 
Every  one  verfed  in  anatomy  and  pathology,  with  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  vifcera  of  hydropics,  muft  perceive  the  total  impof- 
fibility  of  that  acrid  poifon  being  beneficial  j  on  the  fontrary, 
(dangerous. 

3  H 
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ing  herbs,  and  applied  warm  for  a  quarter  or 
half  an  hour : 

No,  27.  R.  Fol.  hyofciami. 

Flor.  fambuci  aa,  ^fs. 

Capit.  papav.  alba  ^ij.coque  in  aq.  pur,  ftij. 
F.  fotus  mammae  afFedas  bis  vel  ter  de  die  tepidp 
applicandus  ope  lintei  quadruplicati. 

Catcfplafmsy  for  the  purppfe  of  mitigating 
pain,  may  be  ufed,  if  their  weight  do  not 
produce  uneafy  fenfationg. 

No.  28.   R.  Farinas  fem  lini. 

 fol.  cicuts  aa.  §iij,  Jadlis  q.  s.  coque  ad 

cataplafma. 

Or, 

R.  Farinas  herbarum  prascedentiiin?  §vj, 

Aqu3e  vegeto-minera|is  q.  s.  coquantur  ad  catap- 
lafma. 

When  large  maffes  of  the  tumor  become 
green,  livid,  and  fphacelate,  they  fliould  be 
removed  gently,  by  holding  the  difeafed  parts 
with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  feparating  them 
from  their  adhefions,  fo  as  never  to  occafion 
an  haemorrhage.  The  fphacelated  portions 
being  removed  as  often  as  neceffary,  prevents 
the  unfortunate  patient  from  breathing  in 
that  mephitic  air,  which  is  frequently  the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  an  hedtic  fever.  Concentrated  nitrous 
acid  immediately  flops  the  bleeding  in  the 
arteries  of  the  breaft,  without  ligature. 

The  following  mucilaginous  and  antiputre- 
fcent  application  may  be  very  ufeful  to  di- 
piinifh.  the  putridity  : 

Jslo.  2g.  R.  Camphor  gij. 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  ftj.  diligenter  tcfendo  mif- 
ceantur. 

This  preparation  is  likewife  ufeful  in  poul- 
tices oflinfeed,  as  an  antifpafmodic  and  refol- 
vent. 

The  cataplafma  ex  dauco  may  be  prepared 
in  the  following  manner : 

No.  30.  R»  Dauci  flavi  q.  v,  fiat  rafura,  huic  adde 

Decodi  faturati  cicuta;  q.  s.    F.  cataplafma. 

Ha:morrhages  happening  in  the  cancer  will 
generally  be  checked  by  ftyptic  applications, 
by  compreffion  on  the  artery ;  but  if  the 
means  fail,  the  bleeding  may  be  flopped  by 
lint,  formed  into  fmall  doffils,  thoroughly 
moiftened  in  ol.  terebinth,  atheriale,  or  the 
acidum  nitrofum  concentratmriy  with  well-- 
adapted  bandage, 

In 
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In  this  dreadful  ftage  of  the  diforder  the 
patient  fliould  ufe  little  exercife. 

Fre/h  pure  air  fliould  pafs  through  the 
chamber  as  often  as  poffible. 

The  vapor  of  vinegar  fhould  be  diffufed 
through  the  room,  or  aromatic  herbs  fhould 
be  burnt,  to  diminifh  the  putridity,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refpiration. 

The  odoriferous  gums,  as  thus,  benzoinum^ 
myrrh y  &c.,  may  be  rubbed  on  heated  iron. 

The  furgeon  fhould  be  careful  to  avoid  the 
reception  of  any  part  of  the  putridity  by  an 
abrafion  of  the  fkin  on  his  fingers,  or  by  ajiy 
flight  fcratch  ;  for  if  an  abforption  fhould  be 
the  confequence,  a  putrid  malignant  fever 
may  be  produced :  this  I  once  experienced. 
A  little  oleum  camphora  rubbed  on  the  fingers 
is  a  preventive. 

After  the  ulcers  are  dreffed  according  to 
art,  a  bladder,  foftei^ed  with  oil,  may  cover 
the  dreffings. 

All  the  parts  furrounding  the  ulcers,  wher^ 
there  is  no  excoriation,  fhould  be  defended 
from  the  acrimony  of  the  difcharge  by  any 
foft  fimple  unguent,  oleum  camphorae,  or  the 
ointment^,  No.  %iy  7,%^ 

The 
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The  internal  treatment  of  this  ftagc  of  the 
diforder  fhould  be  /imilar  to  the  antecedent 
ftage  ;  the  indications  fliould  be  drawn  more 
from  the  various  circumflances  arifing,  and 
the  different  conftitiitions  of  the  patients,  than 
from  any  fixed  regular  plan  of  pradlice.  Dif- 
orders  are  irregular  in  their  attacks  ;  pradti- 
tioners  fhould  be  difcerning  and  cautious,  and 
accommodate  their  pradiice  to  individuals. 

To  corred:  the  putrid  acrimony,  the  fol- 
lowing and  fimilar  prefcriptions  have  proved 
advantageous ; 

No.  31.       Pulv.  cort.  Peruv. 

Cinnab.  antimon,  ppt.  aa  M. 
F,  pulvis,  dividendus  in  viij.  dofes,  quarum  fumat 
unam  tcr  de  die  in  paiixillo  fyrapi  fimplicis,  vel 
aliquagelatina,  fuperbibendo  hauftum  fctjuentem, 
Ko,  32.  R«  Julep,  e  camph.  5vj, 

Decoft.  cort.  Peruv.  §j. 
Tinft.  ejufdem  5ij.    F.  hauftus. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  bark  and 
other  tonics  fometimes  occafion  difficulty  in 
refpiration,  and  therefore  fliould  becautioufly 
prefcribed,  or  rather  omitted. 

In  this  ftage  of  the  diforder,  if  the  pallia^ 
tive  treatment  be  thought  neceflliry,  or  great 
pain  fhould  indicate  the  abfolute  neccffity  of 

adminiftering 
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adminiftering  narcotics,  opium  may  be  pre- 
fcribed,  but  it  is  often  ufelefs. 

No.  33.  R.  Pulv-  opii  gr.  xv. 

 camphor.  5fs.  fyr.  balfam.  vel  conf.  cj^noKtaK 

q.  s. 

F.  piluls.  No.  XXX.  quarum  capiat  unam,  duas  vel 
tres  fecundum  doloris  violentiam. 

Or  the  following  drops  may  be  ufed  for 
the  fame  purpofe  i 

No*  34.  R.  Spirit,  nitr.  dulc.  , 

Tinft.  opii  aa.  §j.  M.  cujus  lunl^t  gtb  xixx. 
vel  LX.  urgente  dblore,  ex  coch.  iii.  aqua  hor- 
deatae. 

The  hemlock  has  been  given  for  fimilar 
purpofes,  by  many  practitioners;  whoever 
expedls  a  cure  by  hemlock  will  be  deceived  : 
but  neither  the  one  remedy  nor  other  will 
give  eafe,  nor  produce  ftupefa6lion,  in  many 
inftances,  and  they  commonly  caufe  coflive-* 
nefs. 

On  the  Treatment  of  the  thirds  or  putrid-ah-^ 
forking  Stage  of  the  Cancer, 

During  the  feparating  ftage  the  abforbent 
fyftem  feems,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  be  im- 
pervious ; 
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pervious  j  but  when  the  difeafed,  obflrudled, 
and  putrid  parts,  which  had  previoufiy 
formed  the  tumor,  have  feparated,  the  abfor- 
bent  veflels  have  fufficient  power  to  receive 
more  of  the  putrid  acrimony,  and,  by  com- 
munication with  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  a 
hedtic,  and  fometimes  a  remitting  putrid  fe- 
ver, accompanies  all  the  other  grievous  fymp- 
toms. 

In  this  hopelefs  Jlate  of  the  cancer  all  medi- 
cal endeavours  lliould  be  diredled  to  a  pallia- 
tion of  fymptoms,  in  conjundtion  with  all 
the  former  methods. 

.  In  vomitings,  the  faline  draught,  and  con- 
fedtio  cardiaca,  or  Hoffman's  anodyne  liquor, 
are  ufeful. 

Purgings  fliould  be  checked  by  the  julep,  e 
cret.  and  opiates,  or  the  extradlum  ligni  Cam  • 
pechens.  dilfolved  in  aq.  cinnam.Jimplex, 

Coftivenefs  fliould  be  prevented  or  removed 
by  mild  eccoprotics  or  laxative  oily  clyflers. 

Thirflfhould  be  allayed  by  innocent  liquors, 
aqua  hordeata^  mint  and  balm  tea^  or  fuch 
like  drinks. 

Acids  are  apt  to  increafe  pain. 

The 
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The  aphthce,  or  thrufli  in  the  mouth, 
fhould  be  removed  by  folutions  of  borax  and 
Jyrupiis  mororuniy  &c. 

The  ulcerated  parts  fhould  be  cleanfed  as 
much  as  poffibleby  the  means  already  recom^ 
mended. 

On  the  fcirrhus  and  cancerous  Ulcer  of  the 

Womb. 

There  are  feveral  difofders  which  drife  from 
female  inattention^  or  negled:  of  taking  pro- 
per remedies,  at,  or  near,  the  time  of  men- 
jlruation  ceajing ;  but  the  moft  grievous  and 
painful  of  all  is  the  fcirrhus  or  cancer  of  the 
uterus. 

Thefe  diforders  fometimes  arife  at  an  ear- 
lier period  of  life,  from  injuries  in  labor,  or 
from  a  conftitutional  cancerous  difpofition; 
but  a  very  extenfive  experience  in  pradlice, 
fully  juflifies  me  in  afferting,  that  they  are 
very  unfrequent. 

The  diforder  may  be  divided  into  three 
ftadia,  the  fcirrhus  y  the  ulcerous  ^  and  the  pU" 
trtd  feparatingfage. 

The  firft  is  an  induration  of  the  womb,  or 
feme  part  of  it,  with  or  without  tubercula. 

This 
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This  carl  only  be  diftinguifliable  by  the  exa^ 
tnination  of  a  Ikilful  tnan-midwife,  \Vho  ea- 
fily  determines  whether  the  os  internum^  or 
mouth  of  the  womb,  be  in  a  found  ftatc, 
^ndurated,  affeded  with  tubercula,  fiffures,  or 
an  irregular  uneven  furface,  like  the  edge  of 
a  faw. 

This  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  in  its  beginning, 
is  not  much  attended  to ;  the  delicacy  of  the 
female  fex  frequently  prevents  inquiry;  for 
while  no  great  pain  is  felt,  no  apprehenfion  of 
difeafe  exifts  in  the  female  mind :  from  a  want 
of  intelligence,  however,  all  the  future  inex- 
preffible  miferies  probably  arife. 

When  the  difeafe  increafes,  it  is  accom- 
panied with  acute  pains :  its  fpecies  at  this 
period  is  very  often  not  difcovered;  audit 
has  been  frequently  treated  by  phyficians,  of 
no inconfiderable  reputation,  as  a  complaint  of 
the  inteftines,  kidnies,  or  urinary  bladder. 

The  commencement  of  the  fcirrhus  is  the 
true  time  to  attempt  the  radical  cure  :  after- 
wards it  frequently  happens  that  the  utmoft 
{kill  in  medicine  only  extends  to  a  palliation, 
of  fymptoms,  and  in  fome  cafes  can  fcarcely 
be  obtained  by  any  medicine. 

As 
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As  the  tuber cula  increafe  in  fize,  or  as  the 
OS  tinccCy  or  other  parts  of  the  uterus  become 
larger  and  harder,  the  pains  in  the  back,  loins, 
under  the  os  pubis,  down  the  fore  part  of  the 
thighs,  increafe,  are  more  frequent,  and  ex- 
adly  iimilar  to  labor  pains,  with  or  without 
a  fenfation  or  bearing  down,  or  protrufion  of 
the  OS  internum ;  and  fometimes  the  uterus, 
from  the  relaxation  and  elongation  of  its  liga- 
ments, abfolutelj  falls  down  into  the  va- 
gina. 

An  obftetric  examination  afcertains  imme- 
diately the  fource  of  all  thefe  fymptoms ;  for 
although  the  ovariay  or  the  uterus  itfelf,  may 
be  enlarged |and  indurated  many  years,  yet 
they  rarely  occafion  much  pain,  unlefs  the 
OS  internum,  or  the  part  of  the  uterus  imme- 
diately connected  with  it,  be  alFedcd.  This 
immenfe  experience  confirms. 

The  treatment  of  this  fcirrhous  ftage  of  the 
difeafe  fliould  be  exactly  fimilar  to  that  re- 
comm'ended  in  the  fcirrhous  breafts,  but  with- 
out opiates  or  narcotics,  if  the  radical  cure  be 
attempted. 

The  ulcerous  flage  of  the  cancer  of  the 
uterus,  or  womb,  is  known  by  the  foetor  of 
Vol.  I.  K  the 


A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

the  fluid  difchargcd,  which  has  a  dark  colors 
ed  flaiii,  is  extremely  acrimonious  and  pu- 
trid, and  frequently  excoriates  the  vagina. 

The  patient  fuffers  the  moll:  excruciating 
tortures  in  the  back,  loins,  abdomen,  region 
of  the  pubis,  and  down  the  anterior  part  of 
the  thighs,  in  the  direction  of  the  femoral  ar- 
tery and  nerve,  exadlly  like  labor  pains,  with- 
out any  profpedt  of  delivery,  and  bends  the  body 
forwards ;  but  the  tumar  often  prcffing  on  the 
neck  of  the  ve/ica  urinaria,  or  on  the  re^ium, 
an  obftinate  obflrudlion  of  urine  or  feces 
is  the  confequence.  The  tumor  of  the  ute- 
rus taking  another  dired:ion,  neither  coftive- 
nefs  nor  a  ftoppage  of  urine  are  amongft  the 
fymptoms,  but  an  involuntary  difcharge  of 
both :  this  latter  cafe  is  lefs  frequent  than 
the  former. 

The  difeafe  remains  in  this  dreadful  ftate 
for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  fhocking  to  the 
feelings  of  every  human  beholder  of  tha 
fcene,  but  inexprcffibly  fo  to  the  truly  mife- 
rable  fufferer,  who  juftly  merits  our  utmoft 
compaffion  and  affiftance. 

In  this  flage  fmall  abfcefles  forming  repeat- 
edly, inflaming,  fvvelling,  and  at  lafl:  burfling, 

d© 
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do  not  a  little  add  to  the  exquifite  tortures. 
After  a  large  difcharge,  fome  little  refpite 
from  mifery,  but  not  always,  is  experi- 
enced. 

In  the  puirid  Jeparating  Jlage^  which  con- 
tinues in  fome  inftances  many  months,  the 
uterus  throws  off  flough  after  flough  of  its 
fubftance  with  dreadful  acute  pains.  The 
foetor  becomes  horridly  putrid,  and  is  diftin- 
guifliable  by  the  fmell,  to  thofe  who  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  attend  thefe  lamentable  cafes, 
from  any  other  fpecies  of  putrefaction  in  the 
human  body.  Ulcers  behind  the  ears,  and 
of  the  genital  parts,  &c.  have  their  peculiar 
fmell,  diflind:  from  other  ulcers. 

In  this  putrid  feparating  ftage^  the  uterus 
often  becomes  like  a  honeycomb,  if  fmall  and 
repeated  feparations  happen  :  in  other  inflan- 
ces,  large  maffes  feparate  and  are  thrown  off, 
till  fcarce  any  part  of  the  uterus  remains. 
Naufea,  vomitings,  coflivenefs,  floodings,  di-* 
arrhcea,  retention  or  an  involuntary  emiffion 
of  urine,  and  he6tic  remitting  fevers,  with 
innumerable  concomitant  fymptoms. 

The  appearance  of  fome  diffed:ions  poft 
mortem^   under  my  own  infpedion,  have 

K  2  jGhewn 
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fhewn  the  Hate  of  the  parts  after  the  cruel  ra- 
vages of  the  difcafe. 

A  variety  of  thefe  difledions  I  may  here- 
after  piibhni,  if  hkely  to  benefit  fociety. 

The  re77ioie  caiifes  are,  injuries  received 
from  difficult  or  frequent  labors,  obftrudted 
menfes  or  floodings,  habitual  obftinatc  cojlive- 
nefs,  inattention  to  the  ufe  of  gentle  eva- 
cuants  at  the  termination  of  the  menftrual 
ilux,  negleded  fluor  albus,  venereal  infec- 
tion unlkilfully  treated,  violent  and  inordinate 
paffions,  extreme  grief,  &c.,  accidental  la- 
cerations, fcratches,  and  contufions  of  the  os 
internum  :  an  hereditary  fcrophulous  or  can- 
cerous difpofition ;  alfo  a  negled  of  diet ; 
colds,  or  other  inattentions  during  the  pe- 
riodical monthly"  evacuations ;  cold  fea  ba- 
thing, or  cold  bathing  at  an  improper  time  ; 
or,  in  fliort,  any  thing  which  may  fuddenly 
check  or  fupprefs  the  flowing  of  the  menfes. 

The  beft  method  of  preventing  the  difeafe 
is  to  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  above- 
mentioned  remote  cauies. 

The  proximate  or  immediate  caufes  are,  an 
impeded  fluggilli  circulation  of  the  blood  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  abdomen,  congeftions 

in 
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in  its  vifcera,  obftrudtions  in  the  arterial,  ve- 
nal, and  lymphatic  vefTels,  but  moftly  and 
principally  diftenfion,  induration,  excoriati- 
ons or  /cratches  in  the  mouth  of  the  uterus. 
The  body  of  the  uterus,  or  its  appendices, 
being  much  fwelled  or  indurated,  do, not  oc- 
caiion  exquifite  pain ;  except  in  proportion 
as  they  prefs  on  the  other  vifcera,  or  force 
other  parts>  in  fome  meafure,  from  their  true 
fituation.    The  fcirrhus  or  ulceration  that 
begins  in  the  os  uteri  is  what  is  fo  exquifitely 
painful  and  dangerous.    Whether  this  part 
of  the  uterus  be  difeafed,  is  eafily  difcoverable 
by  an  obftetric  examination ;  therefore  I  have 
always  confidered   phyficians  defe(5live  in 
knowledge  when  they  have  notprad:ifed  mid- 
wifery j  for  without  fuch  advantage,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  comprehend  this  malady. 

The  congeflions,  or  irritating  fluids,  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  os  tinccc,  or  extraneous  bo- 
dies within  the  uterus,  flimulating  the  ute- 
xus  to  contraction,  make  violent  efforts  to 
exclude  the  irritating  caufes :  thus  the  pains 
are  exadly  fimilar  to  ftrong  labor,  by  which 
they  are  diftinguifhed  from  all  other  pains  in 
the  abdominal,  lumbar  regions,  or  pelvis,  by 
ikilful  prad;itioners» 
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'^he  Pi'ognojlic  of  the  Scirrhus  or  cancerous 
Ulcer  of  the  Womb. 

The  diforder,  when  recent,  has  been  fome- 
times  cured  by  the  alterative  methods  I  in- 
vented j  in  other  inftances  the  cancer  has  in- 
creafed  and  proved  fatal  *.  When  the  cancer 
is  advanced,  with  exquifite  pains  and  ulcera- 
tions, it  is  rarely  curable;  and  even,  in  fome 
inftances,  the  painful  fymptoms  can  fcarcely 
be  palliated  by  narcotics.  As  fome  very  def- 
perate  cafes  have  been  cured  by  alteratives, 
though  by  far  the  greater  number  have  ended 
fatally, yet  it  is  juftifiable  to  perfevere  in  the  at- 
tempt, on  rational  principles,  before  we  refign 
the  patient  to  opium  and  a  miferable  death. 
The  phyfician  fhould  apprife  the  friends  of 
the  danger  :  to  his  brethren  of  the  faculty 
he  fhould  explain  the  anatomical  and  patho- 
logical reafons  of  the  improbability  of  a  cure 
happening.  Every  thing  fhould  be  attempt- 
ed, nothing  promifed  j  by  which  means  the 
art  of  phylic  will  not  be  accufed  of  uncer- 
tainty, delufion,  or  ignorance. 

Ths 

*  See  the  letters  that  follow  this  trcatife  on  cancers. 
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^he  Attempts  to  cure  the  Scirrhus  or  Cancer 

of  the  Wo7nb. 

I  have  feen  various  methods  of  cure  tried, 
particularly  by  hemlock,  nightfljade,  henbane, 
mercury  alone,  bleedings,  neutral  foltSt  low 
diet,  &c.,  but  always  unfuccefsfully. 

As  to  narcotics,  as  hemlock,  opium,  and 
the  poifons,  whoever  refled:s  on  the  ftruc- 
ture,  fituation,  and  ufes  of  the  uterus,  the 
natural  hardnefs  of  its  fubftance,  the  minute- 
nefs  and  tortuous  progrefs  of  its  arteries,  veins, 
lymphatics,  &c.,  will  eafily  conceive  the 
improbability  of  whatever  diminifhcs  arterial 
adtion  being  able  to  penetrate  and  remove 
congeftions  or  flagnations  in  this  organ  of 
generation:  on  the  contrary,  opium,  hem- 
lock, &c.,  feem  more  capable  of  fixing  the 
difeafe. 

From  which  confideration  I  was  induced 
to  attempt  a  more  rational  plan  of  cure,  by 
uniting  the  fulphureous  antimonials  with  the 
preparations  of  hydrargyrus.  In  all  the  cafes 
J  have  been  confulted,  I  have  never  yet  feen 
patients  cured  by  any  other  methods ;  but  by 

mineral 
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mineral  alteratives,  given  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
and  repeated  now  and  then,  an  unfortu- 
nate vi6lim  to  this  horrid  difeafe  has  been 
fnatched  from  death,  and  pofitively  cured. 

The  remedies  I  have  ufed  are, 

Cinnabar  antimonii. 

.  fadtitium,  which  are  nearly  the 

fame. 

^thiops  mineralis. 

 antimonialis. 

Hydrargyrus  and  antimonial  fulphurs. 
Sulphur  antimonii  praecipit.  cum  aquila  alba. 
Kermes  mineralis. 
Nitrum  puriffimum. 

Merc'  dulc.  xij.cies  fub.  &  lotus  cum 
fulph.  aurat.  ant.  long  rubbed  together. 
Camphora. 
Neutral  falts. 
Antimonialia. 

Tartarum  emeticum  cum  mere,  corrof. 
fub.,  to  the  fixteenth  part  of  a  grain,  dif- 
folved. 

Turp.  mineral,  cum  Kerpn.  mineral. 

The  modes  in  which  fuch  remedies  have 
been  applied  are,  to  prefcribe  very  fmall  dofes ^ 
and  drink  after  each,  fome  folution  of  cam- 
phor 
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phor  and  nitre,  &c.  In  fliort,  the  general 
plan  will  be  feen  in  the  extraordinary  cafe 
and  cure  given  in  the  letter  on  medical 
vanity. 

The  remedies  are  likewife  explained  in  the 
foregoing  part,  which  treats  of  the  cancers  of 
the  breafts  j  but  will  hereafter  be  augmented 
with  a  view  of  the  principles  on  which  they 
have  been  prefcribed,  in  a  treatife  on  the  ufe 
of  metallic  alteratives  in  chronic  difeafes,  &c. 
In  this  work  will  be  given  formulce  of  all  the 
prefcriptions  I  have  ever  ufed  of  the  mineral 
alterative  clafs  *. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  remark,  that 
the  alteratives,  in  very  Jjnall  dofesy  fliould  be 
given  at  exa£l  dijlances,  that  the  one  dofe 
fhould  fucceed  another ;  they  muft  likewife 
be  continued  many  ?nonths.  The  a(flion  of 
thefe  remedies,  whether  by  changing  and 
liquifying  the  congefled  matter,  or  by  render- 
ing the  impervious  velTels  open  in  the  tela 
cellulofa,  and  its  minuteft  cells,  are  inquiries 

which 


*  Many  rnay  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  ulcerated  Legs  and 
Impurities  of  the  Blood;  more  in  the  Treatife  on  nervous, 
mental,  and  convulfive  Difeafes,  &c. 


13^  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

which  have  much  occupied  my  attention  j 
the  refult  will  hereafter  be  communicated. 

On  palUatmg  the  Symptoms, 

The  powder,  compofed  of  i^^thiops  and 
nitre,  or  cinnabar  and  nitre,  already  given,  is 
frequently  ufeful  in  diminifliing  the  dreadful 
fymptoms,  and  corredling  the  prevailing  acri-, 
mony. 

Anodyne  and  detergent  injedlions,  to  miti- 
gate pain,  and  deterge  the  vagina  and  the  ulcers 
in  the  os  ti?icce^  oleaginous  clyfters,  with  opi- 
ates, a6t  as  emollients  and  anodynes,  their 
efFed:  is  eafily  conceived  by  confidering  the 
proximity  of  the  uterus  to  the  return. 

The  whole  vagina  fhould  be  frequently 
moiflened  with  ol,  camphor,  to  prevent  the 
acrid  matter  corroding  the  part. 

Where  neither  eafe  nor  jfleep  can  be  acquir- 
ed without  opium,  that  remedy  may  be  called 
into  internal  ufe ;  but  it  does  not  cor- 
refpond  with  any  attempt  at  the  radical 
€ure. 


Fevers, 
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'\  Fevers » 

ij 

The  fevers  attendant  on  the  cancerous  ulcer 
I  of  the  uterus  are  of  the  hedic  kind,  and  com- 
I  monly  arife  from  the  violence  of  the  pain,  or 
i  an  abforption  of  putrid  matter  :  they  wafte  the 
I  body,  prevent  nutrition,  flufh  the  face  after 
j  meals,  occafion  heat,  thirft,  and  quicken  the 
j.  pulfe,  caufe  colliquative  fweats,  lofs  of 
lleep,  &c. 

I  The  antiphlogiflic  regimen  and  remedies, 
as   the  common   faline  or   volatile  faline 

i  draught,  fal  diureticus,  fpiriius  Mindereri, 
nitre,  according  to  the  fpecies  of  fever; 
and,  in  nervous  irritability,  camphor,  caftor, 

I  valerian;  or,  to  the  palUd  and  more  torpid 
habits,  the  gums,  as  affafoetida,  fagapenunfl, 
myrrh,  &c.,  may  be  proper,  as  auxiharies. 

The  fymptomatic  fever,  however,  arifing 
from  abforption  of  the  cancerous  acrimony, 

I  can  only  be  palliated,  unlefs  the  caufes^  coulcj 
be  removed ;  but  this  is  generally  imprac- 
ticable. 

I  Bark  and  all  antifeptics  commonly  increafe 
pain  in  the  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  uterus. 
Oleaginous  medicines,  with  camphor  and  gum 

arabic, 
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arable,  fometlmes  obtund  acrimony,  and  eafe 
pains,  &c.;  but  to  anfwer  more  important 
purpofes,  they  may  be  united  by  means  of 
alkaline  falts  with  aqueous  fluids,  to  which 
may  be  added  nitre,  neutral  falts,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  and  circumflances. 

.  SuppreJJio?j  of  Urine, 

This  may  arife  from  the  relaxation  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  uterus,  by  which  it  falls 
lower  down  in  the  pelvis  and  vagina ;  this 
preffing  on  the  meatus  urinarius^  fuppreffes 
the  urine. 

The  enlargement  and  fcirrhus  of  the  uterus 
may  likewife,  without  any  relaxation  of  the 
ligaments,  produce  the  fame  efFed:. 

HydatideSy  or  other  fubftances  within  the 
uterus,  prefling  towards  the  os  iinccE  to  be 
evacuated,  frequently  fupprefs  the  urine,  and 
excite  terrible  pains,  equal  to  the  flrongeft 
labor. 

In  the  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the 
uterus,  without  fcirrhus  or  tumor,  even  in  the 
early  months  of  pregnancy,  the  cortex  and 
tonics,  with  a  dry  diet,  are  neceffary. 

In 
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In  all  thefe  cafes  the  urine,  if  expedient, 
muft  be  evacuated  by  means  of  a  catheter. 

If  there  be  difficulty  in  paffing  the  catheter 
in  the  ufual  mode,  which  I  have  frequently 
obferved  under  the  foregoing  circumftances, 
I  have  been  obliged  to  put  the  patient  in  a 
poflure  fimilar  to  that  adopted  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  hernia;  the  head  placed  on  a 
pillow  on  the  floor,  and  the  legs  on  the  bed ; 
by  which  the  thoracical  and  abdominal 
vifcera  are  drawn  upwards,  and  by  preffing 
the  uterus  out  of  the  direction  of  the  ure- 
thra, the  urine  has  eafily  flowed. 

No  medicines  can  remove  thefe  caufes ;  to 
prefcribe  would  be  futile. 

Coflivenefs, 

This  fhould  be  treated  by  caftor  oil,  gentle 
eccoprotics,  infufion  of  fenna,  tartarwn  folu-^ 
bile,  oleaginous  purgatives  j  but  if  arifing 
from  the  preflTure  of  the  uterus,  clyflers  of 
oil  and  purging  remedies  are  to  be  injed:ed 
in  the  pofition  recommended  in  pafl^ng  the 
catheter,  or  the  pipe  cannot  be  always  in- 
troduced. 


Naufea 
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Naufea  and  Vomiting* 

This  being  fymptomatic,  and  arifing  from 
the  fenfibility  of  the  uterus,  and  its  connec- 
tion with  the  branches  of  the  nerve  called 
par  vagunii  &c.,  can  only  be  palliated  by 
viagnejia  iifia  and  pulv.  rheij  tinHura  fennce^ 
volatile  faline  draughts,  and  abftinence  from 
liquids. 

Turgings. 

In  the  latter  ftages  of  the  cancer  of  the 
womb,,purgings  are  troublefome;  they  com- 
monly arife  from  putrid  caufes,  when  the 
uterus  has  been  ulcerated,  and  has  floughed 
away  by  fmall  portions,  or  in  matter. 

This  evacuation  is  rarely  checked  without 
increaling  other  evils ;  but  tht  extraSium  ligni 
Campechenfis  in  cinnamon  water,  julep,  e 
creta,  the  puhis  terra  Japan,  y  and  all  the 
milder  aftringents,  may  be  ufeful. 

Putrid  Difcharge* 

This  difcharge,-  which  is  exceedingly 
foetid,  cannot  be  reftrained  nor  corredled. 

The 
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The  only  thing  art  can  accomplifli  is  to 
defend  the  vagina  from  its  corroding  acri- 
mony and  excoriating  qualities. 

Soft  unguents,  camphorated  oil,  liniments 
of  Utharg.  aiir.  acetum  and  oil,  have  been 
ufed  with  fuccefs. 

Violent  Pains. 

If  arifing  from  the  os  internum  being  jfti- 
mulated  by  hydatids,  or  any  extraneous  fub- 
ftance  in  the  uterus,  they  cannot  be  diminifli- 
ed  until  the  irritating  caufe  be  evacuated. 
Pain,  in  this  cafe,  though  a  cruel  evil,  is  the 
only  remedy  to  relieve  the  patient.  I  have 
been  averfe  to  check  the  pain  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances ,  (which  are  fometimes  afcertained 
by  an  obfletric  examination)  becaufe  obtund- 
ing  the  pain  by  opium  prolongs  the  evil. 

If  no  flooding  attend,  the  pu/vis  e  myrrh. 
f.,  or  limilar  remedies,  may  be  given, 

Thefe  pains  have  lafted,  in  fome  inflances, 
many  months,  the  uterus  repeatedly  throw- 
•ihg  off  hydatids,   or  maffcs  of  coagulated 
•blood  mixed  with  true  coagulable  lymph ; 
"after  which  the  patient  has  recovered  :  but 
5  the 


144         A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

the  fooner  the  mafles  are  difcharged,  the 
greater  the  probability  of  a  cure.  The  uturus, 
after  long  continued  pain,  has  fufFered  luch 
great  injury  as,  in  the  end,  to  ulcerate  and  ter- 
minate fatally. 

Floodings, 

Floodings  are  no  uncommon  fymptoms  of 
uterine  fcirrhofities  or  cancer:  they  fome- 
times  procure  the  patient  a  little  refpite  from 
pain,  and  future  eafe  ;  their  caufe,  however, 
Ihould  be  afcertained,  whether  merely  from  a 
relaxation  of  the  uterine  veffels,  or  from  fome 
mafs  which  the  efforts  of  the  uterus  would 
remove.  In  the  former  cafe,  gentle  braces 
may  be  expedient ;  in  the  latter,  nothing  but 
the  removal  of  the  irritating  caufe  will  avail. 

Hiccups. 

This  fymptom  is  the  forerunner  of  great 
danger,  and  arifes,  if  the  leaft  dangerous, 
from  flatus  in  the  ftomach  irritating  the  dia- 
phgram;  if  more  ferious,  from  the  extrica- 
tion of  fixed  air  in  the  commencing  gangrene, 
or  putrefad:ion  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  or 

parts 
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parts  contiguous  to  the  uterus,  as  the  bladder, 
redtum,  or  the  uterus  itfeif. 

The  former  requires  gentle  carminative  ec- 
coprotics,  a^ua  calcis^  magnefia  alba  ufta^  to 
dired:  the  flatus  downwards,  as  in  hyfteric 
cafes*;  in  the  latter  nothing  fucceeds,  and  all 
medicine  can  attempt  is  to  give  carminatives 
and  cardiacs. 

Comatofe  Symptomst 

If  not  produced  by  narcotics,  are  the  im- 
mediate forerunners  of  the  patient's  diffo- 
lution. 

The  palliative  plans,  to  alleviate  fymp- 
toms,  are  only  to  be  confidered  general,  their 
fpecific  and  individual  application  is  to  de- 
pend on  the  (kill  of  the  prefcriber.  They  are 
colledled  from  my  own  long  obfervation,  and 
are  the  language  of  experience ;  but  a  confi- 
deration  of  all  contra-indications  is  earneflly 
recommended. 

A  preparation  of  the  terra  ponderofa  has 
been  lately  extolled  as  an  excellent  remedy 

*  See  hj  fteric  complaints  in  this  Treatife, 
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for  cancerous  and  fcropluiloLis  fvvellings.  I 
fliall  try  its  effeds,  and  fliall  be  happy  if  it 
fhoiild  fucceed  better  than  the  plan  I  have 
recommended.  I  do  not  find,  however,  it 
has  anfvvered  falutary  expectations. 

0/2  Prete?iders  to  Secrets  in  the  Cure  of  Can- 

cerSy  i£c. 

Pretenders  to  cure  the  cancer  have  appear- 
ed in  every  age  :  they  fvvarm  to  all  great  ci- 
ties, or  generate  in  fucceffion  j  for  no  fooner 
does  one  pretender  difappear,  than  another 
fupplies,  his  place  with  the  mtrodudtion  of 
fome furprifmgfecret  and  myfterious  novelty. 
Three  fpecies  of  pretenders  may  be  obferved. 
The  firft  are  arch,  daring  intruders,  capable 
of  all  forts  of  tricks  and  deception,  who,  per- 
ceiving fome  predecelTor,  in  iniquity,  has  ac- 
quired pecuniary  advantages  from  lavifh  and 
unlkilful  promifes,  which  coft  nothing  but 
the  facrifice  of  integrity  and  honefty,  boldly 
purfue  a  fimilar  line  of  atrocious  condud: : 
they  always  find  weak,  credulous  people,  on 
whom  they  can  impofe  and  raife  contribu- 
tions with  impunity.  A  fecond  fort  are  thofe 
who,  having  feen  a  few  milky  or  other  acci- 
dental difordcrs  of  the  breafts  cured,  while 

fome 
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fome  particular  applications  or  remedies  were 
ufed,  conclude  the  fuccefs  owing  to  the  me- 
dicines laft  prefcribed  J  in  which,  for  want  of 
true  reafoning,  they  are  often  deceived.  From 
thexure  of  cafes,  quite  diffimilar  to  cancerous 
complaints,  have  fome  praxftitioners  ered:ed 
themfelves  into  a  great,  though  temporary, 
reputation  for  curing  cancers.  Firft,  they 
have  deceived  themfelves,  through  not  know- 
ing the  differences  or  ftacjes  of  difeafes  with 
precifion :  then  they  zealoufly  obtrude  their 
chimerical  notions  on  others  ;  fometimes  in- 
deed defignedly ;  in  other  inftances  through 
error  or  infatuation.  The  third  fpecies  of 
deluders  are  quite  different  from  the  former 
two:  thefe  are  good-intentioned  perfons, 
who  have  great  and  implicit  faith  in  their 
own  crude  conceits,  or  in  fome  family 
noflrum  ;  for  a  plainer,  poultices,  or  diet 
drink,  of fecrct  compofition,  according  to  thefe 
believers,  infallibly  cure  the  cancer.  Milky 
breafts,  or  contufions,  perhaps,  have  amended 
while  the  noftrum  was  applied  :  hence  great 
encomiums  on  many  inefficacious  and  ufelefs 
medicines ;  hence  a  variety  of  fuperftitious 
remedies  for  the  cancer.  •  Thefe  people,  not 

L  2,  knowinof 
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knowing  the  power  of  remedies,  nor  the  ob- 
ftinate  refifting  nature  of  cancers,  difference;? 
of  tumors  in  the  breafts,  nor  whether  they  be 
truly  cancerous  or  not,  confidently  and  erro- 
neoufly  proclaim  cures  that  were  never  per- 
formed, introduce  infignificant  or  injurious 
compofitions,  and  prevent  the  moft  rational 
rules  in  the  art  from  being  adopted  ;  thus  pa- 
tients fall  vidlims  to  their  own  unthinking 
credulity ;  thus  the  only  time  in  which  ju- 
dicious medicine  might  prove  beneficial,  is 
unfortunately  lofl  in  fuperflitious  expedla- 
tion,  or  blind  error. 

The  hiftory  of  medicine  abounds  with  in- 
ftances  of  various  deceptions  of  pretenders  to 
the  cure  of  cancers  by  fecret  methods. 
Though  the  very  appearance  of  myjlery 
ought  to  awaken  fufpicioriy  though  the  bold- 
nefs  of  the  deluders,  the  rafhnefs  of  their  boaft- 
ings,  their  intereited  views,  their  complaints 
of  being  perfecuted  by  the  regular  faculty,  or 
their  confident  aflertions  that  fome  eminent 
man  or  other  has  offered  a  large  fum  for  theif 
fecret  or  noflrum,  fhould  induce  mankind  to 
be  on  their  guard,  yet  cancerous  patients, 
otherwife  with  good  underflandings,  become 

the 
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the  moft  egregious  dupes  to  the  various 
fnares  and  artifices  of  low  cunning  and  un- 
(kilfulnefs. 

Other  patients  apply  to  thefe  pretenders, 
who  have  fome  little  hardnefs  or  fv^elling  in 
the  breaft,  from  cold,  accident,  or  other 
caufe  :  if  a  cafe  or  two  of  this  fort  be  cured> 
they  are  magnified  into  the  nameof  terrible  can- 
cers i  the  exaggerated  circum fiances  are  pub- 
lifhed  by  every  ftratagem  artifice  can  fuggefl ; 
perfons  laboring  under  real  cancerous  com- 
plaints are  ferrited  out,  the  hiflory  related,  the 
perfon  fuppofed  to  be  cured  produced,  the 
appearance  of  fomething  like  a  fad:  has 
weight,  and  the  delufion  fucceeds. 

If  any  medical  man  of  flrid:  honor  and 
learning  in  the  profeffion  fliould  examine  the 
fubjed:  with  candor,  difcover  the  deception, 
and  pronounce  a  report  ftridly  conformable 
to  truth,  it  has  little  weight  j  for  when  truth 
does  not  flatter  unreafonable  expedations,  it 
is  coolly  received.  In  cancerous  cafes,  pa- 
tients, and  often  their  relations,  eagerly  em- 
brace, and  vehemently  protedl,  thofe  who  de- 
ceive them  moft  j  the  reafon  of  which  is  ob- 
vious. 

Phyficians 
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Phyficians  or  furgeons  of  probity,  on  be* 
ing  confulted  in  cancerous  cafes,  well  know- 
ing the  difficulty  the  art  has  to  furmount  in 
curing  feme,  and  the  abfolute  impoffibility  of 
curing  others,  are  cautious  in  promifing:  an 
honeft,  flvilful,  and  experienced  man  cannot 
promife  fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes.    The  experi- 
ence of  the  moft  learned  practitioners  for 
above  two  thoufand  years,  the  obfervations 
and  communications  of  contemporaries,  and 
his  own  practice,  if  extenfive,  obliges  him, 
as  a  man  deferving  the  public  confidence,  to 
declare  honorably  his  fentiments,  and  what 
he  has  treafured  up  by  repeated  experience; 
the  unpleafing  truth  being  delivered,  it  may 
not  be  fo  favorable  as  the  patient  or  affedli- 
onate  friends  expedt.  To  a  humane  prad:iti- 
on'er  nothing  can  be  more  .ungrateful  to  the 
feelings  than  to  pronounce  a  forefight  of 
painful  future  evils,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
averting  them  ;  but  no  jull  or  fenfible  man 
will,  for  the  fake  of  a  temporary  prefcnt  ad- 
Vantage,  rifk  his  future  reputation  by  adting 
with  duplicity  or  falfehood. 

It  is  a  great  happinefs  to  even  palliate  and 
fnitigate  evils,  when  no  radical  cure  can  ratio- 
nally 
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nally  be  expedlcd  :  this  judicious  medicine 
may  efiFed:  many  years,  even  in  fcveral  cance- 
rous difeafes. 

The  afcendancy  which  pretenders  to  the 
cure  of  the  cancer  acquire,  is  obtained  by  two 
means — dependent  on  the  patient's  hope  and 
fear.  The  cautious  promifes  of  the  regular 
practitioners,  and  the  prudent  referve  they 
commonly  prad:ife,  do  not  give  that  comfort 
nor  happinefs  which  the  confident  and  rafli 
boaftings  of  empiricifm  infpire.  The  man 
who  pretends  to  a fecret  has  every  advantage 
— people  hve  the  marvellous,  and  believe 
mojl  what  they  wider/land  leajl.  He  pro- 
mifes a  cure  boldly,  leads  the  patient  by  ar- 
tifices into  an  entire  faith  in  his  flattering 
pretenfions,  ufes  menaces  or  foothirig  accord- 
ing to  circumftances  :  fometimes  he  will 
alarm  the  patient  with  a  threat  to  relinquifli 
his  attendance  if  fhe  dares  to  fliew  the  flate 
of  the  breaft,  remove  his  dreiTmgs,  or  confult 
any  other  perfon  :  at  others,  he  will  be  all 
obfequioufnefs,  humanity,  gentlenefs,  and 
daily  affirm  the  cafe  is  getting  better,  even  to 
the  lafl  moment  of  the  patient's  life.  If 
^ny  untoward  fymptoms   appear,  he  will 
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afliime  a  grave  face,  and  attribute  it  to  fome 
irregularity  in  the  patient,  the  winds,  orwea« 
ther:  if  the  fymptoms  are  mitigated,  then 
hisfecret  remedies  are  lavifhly  praifed,  as  pro- 
ducing thefe  temporary  good  effeds.  In  this 
manner,  exciting  alternately  hope  and  fear, 
preventing  the  patient  from  confulting  men 
of  charadler  by  various  flratagems  and  deep- 
laid  artifices,  have  I  feen  feveral  valuable  lives 
facrificed  at  the  fhrine  of  ignorance,  impu- 
dence, and  impofture. 

Neither  reafoning  nor  medical  (kill, however 
cultivated  j  neither  probity  nor  the  moft  excel- 
lent advice,  neither  detedtion  nor  expofure  of 
the  delufion,  will  avail :  the  infatuation  of  an 
expedled  cure,  and  the  fdfe  reports  of  the  dif- 
eafe  being  daily  better,  operate  againft  all  re^ 
flection,  reafon,  or  common  fenfe :  every  ex- 
preffion  of  doubt  is  confidered  envious  and  ini^ 
mical  to  the  operator;  every  propofal  to  exa-. 
mine  the  cafe  is  oppofcd  by  the  artifices  of  the 
deluder  j  every  flattering  falfchood  is  received 
with  eagernefs  and  rapture.  Nothing  but  the 
linecrins:  and  miferable  death  of  the  unfortu- 
pate  patient  can  convince  the  friends  of  their 

-2  error; 
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error  :  it  is  then,  and  then  only,  that  affec- 
tionate relations  difcover  themfelves  to  have 
been  accefTary  to  the  deftriidiion  of  a  deceafed 
friend  ;  it  is  then  they  perceive  that  their  ill- 
timed,  thoughVell-intentioned,  officioufnefs, 
has  been  produdlive  of  inexprefTible  cala- 
mity. 

This  defcription  of  the  arts  of  fedudion, 
pradifed  by  pretenders  to  the  cure  of  cancers, 
and  the  eafy,  unthinking  confidence  of  the  fe- 
duced,  are  founded  in  a  number  of  fads 
which  have  fallen  under  my  own  immediate 
obfervation  in  a  full  practice  of  thirty  years  ; 
they  likewife  correfpond  exadly  with  the  oh-, 
fervations  of  many  other  praditioners  in  the 
medical  profeffion,  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern. 

The  detedipn  of  ignorance,  or  artful  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  cure  of  cancerous  difeafes  by 
fecreiSy  is  not  difficult  to  thofe  who  are  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the  prefent  improved 
ftate  of  medical  fcience.  Impoftors  can  only 
pafs  for  men  of  Ikill,  amongft  perfons  of  no 
learning  or  experience  in  the  art  of  medicine. 
If  the  following,  or  fimilar  interrogatories, 
were  propofed  to  the  daring  intruders  of  de- 
ception, 
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ccption,  their  anfwers  would  at  once  detect; 
their  fkill :  their  filence,  or  a  pre-dctermina- 
tion  not  to  open  any  part  of  the  intended  ope- 
rations of  theiraffumed  difcoveries,or,in  fhort, 
any  appearance  of  myftery,  ought  to  awaken 
fufpicion,  and  fufpicion  would  prevent  de- 
lufion. 

1.  What  is  the  definition  of  a  cancer,  ei- 
ther occult  or  rrianifcil:,  as  they  have  been 
called  ? 

2.  At  what  periods  of  life  do  cancers  apr 
pear,  and  in  what  confifts  the  difference  be- 
tween the  tumors  ariiing  from  inflammation, 
rnilk,  blows,  cancerous  difpofition,  &c.  ? 

3.  What  is  the  anatomical  flrudture  of  the 
breafts,  and,'  according  to  various  caufes  and 
fymptoms,  what  part  of  the  flrudlure  of  the 
breafl  is  difeafed  ? 

4.  Whether  the  cafe  be  curable,  doubtful, 
tedious,  or  incurable,  with  the  anatomical, 
phyfiological,  or  experimental  reafons  from 
pafl  obfervation  ? 

5.  On  what  grounds  or  principles  is  the 
cafe  curable,  by  refolution,  fuppuration,  rcr 
mpval  of  tumor,  ulcer,  &c.  ? 

6.  Are 
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6.  Are  all  the  parts  fo  deeply  afFefted  as  to 
preclude  all  hopes  of  refolution,  or  not  ? 

7.  What  are  the  confequences  if  the  tumor 
DC  not  refolvable  ? 

8.  Is  the  diforder  likely  to  remain  in  the 
Tame  ftate  for  years,  or  is  there  a  probability 
Df  tumor  or  tumors,  ulcer  or  ulcers,  increaf- 
ng? 

9.  Whether  the  tumor  be  likely  to  enlarge 
crom  fluids  being  brought  by  the  arteries,  and 
not  abforbed  or  returned  by  the  fanguiferous 

teins,  lymphatics,  &:c.,  or  from  what  other 
ational  caufes  ? 

10.  Whether  the  tumor  be  likely  to  be- 
ome  ulcerous  foon,  or  at  fome  diftant  pe- 
ipd,  and  whether  it  will  be  mild,  or  very 
orrofive,  fetid,  and  deftrudlive  to  the  parts  ? 

11.  Whether,  according  to  the  common 
eceived  principles  of  furgery,  and  the  obfer- 
vations  of  honefl:  writers,  ancient  and  mo- 

ern,  the  f welling  or  difeafed  part  fliould  be 
ut  out,  and  what  are  the  probable  confe- 
quences ? 

12.  What  are  the  principal  objedtions  to 
operating  on  the  breads,  and  by  what  fcien-r 
itific  means  can  it  be  difcovered,  that  the 

cancerous 
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cancerous  acrimony  has  contaminated  the 
fluids  or  glandular  ilrudure  in  other  parts  of 
the  hody  ? 

13.  Whether,  amidft  the  many  fymptom? 
which  accompany  cancerous  complaints,  a 
complete  fkill  in  the  fcience  and  iife  of  medi- 
cine is  not  necelTary ;  and  whether  the  in-, 
tcrnal  treatment  of  hectic  fever,  nervous  af- 
fections, vomitings,  purgings,  colliquative 
perfpirations,  and  a  variety  of  other  fymp- 
toms,  fliould  be  attempted  by  any  perfon  ig- 
norant, or  but  little  acquainted  with  difeafes, 
the  power  of  medicines,  &c.,  wherein  th? 
mofi:  confummate  fkill  is  required  ? 

14.  Is  it  rational  to  fuppofe  that  any  ex- 
ternal applications  can  remedy  the  evils  at- 
tendant on  cancerous  cafes,  when  it  is  plaiq 
the  difeafe  is  not  local,  but  diffufed  frequent 
]y  through  the  whole  lymiphatic  Jyftem ;  an 
whether  in  fuch  cafes  a  fkilful  phyfician  i 
not  neceflary,  not  only  to  judge  of  the  pror- 
bable  confequences  of  external  applications, 
whether  deterfive,  repellent,  emollient,  fupr 
purative,  cauftic,  &c.,  but  likewife  to  diredt 
judicioufly  the  internal  treatment  ? 

15.  Whe. 


^15 
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1  ^.  Whether  it  be  not  impoffible  for  any 
phyfician  of  probity  to  determine  on  the  opera- 
tion of  fecrets,  but  by  their  falutary  or  inju- 
rious effedts;  in  which  latter  cafe,  is  it  not  of- 
ten too  late  to  remedy  the  mifchief  by  the 
moft  Ikilful  advice  ? 

To  what  purpofe,  it  might  be  aiked,  have 
the  objediions  been  advanced  againft  cuU 
ivs|///7^  out  the  fcirrhus  or  hardnefs ;  to  the 
ftf.|application  of  arfenical  and  other  cauftics  to 
ig.ldraw  out  the  core,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called  ; 
f£s,land  to  the  fallacious  pretenfions  of  fecret 
emedies  ?  The  anfwer  is,  to  prevent,  if 
offible,  future  mifchief,  future  delufion. 
An  examination  of  the  hofpital  practice  in 
oridon^  Parisy  Lyons' ^  Rome^  Venice^  Germany^ 
laiiKfc,  have  furniflied  me  with  the  mofl  indif-* 
ent-lputable  fads  of  the  cruelty  and  often  inutility 
aollof  cutting  out  the  fcirrhus.  In  London  I  have 
joiibeen  confulted  in  many  hundred  cafes. 
pfoJThere  has  been  no  furgeon  of  eminence  for 
hefe  laft  thirty  years  in  thismetropolis,whofe 
fopf  perations  on  the  breafl:,  in  the  true  cancer, 
ve  not,  to  my  own  knowledge,  failed.  In 
bme  few  inftances  the  diforder,  for  a  few 
bl^onths,  or  a  year  or  two,  has  lain  dormant, 

then 
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then  it  has  broken  out  v/Ith  redoubled  vio- 
lence; ulcerations  and  dcflrudions  of  parts 
have  fucceeded  each  other,  until  the  whole 
iide  of  the  thorax  has  become  one  con-' 
tinned,  though  uneven,  fetid ^  corrofive  ulcer;; 
the  corrofion  of  the  cancer  has  deflroyed  all  I 
the  fofter  parts,  and  in  fome  inftances  the  ribs; 
themfelves  have  been  laid  bare ;  hed:ic  fever/, 
vomitings,  purging,  from   abforption  and! 
breathing  in  putrid  exhalations,  excruciating; 
tortures  long  continued,  until  the  exhauftedl 
patient,  finking  under  fuch  a  complicate 
train  of  mifery,  becomes  fleepy,  and  expires.. 
Surgeons,  who  have  unfuccefsfully  operated, 
are  feldom  confulted  when  the  difeafe  r 
turns ;  therefore  often  think  the  cure  is  com^ 
pleted,  though  it  relapfes. 

This  has  happened  in  younger  and  olde 
fubjedls,  where  the  operation  has  been  per--; 
formed,  or  cauftic  matter  applied,  in  cafeelli^ 
•that  feemed  favourable  for   the  knife,  ij  ^ 
others  unfavourable:  fuch  is  the  doubtfuU 
nefs  of  the  operation.    If  examples  were  ne 
ceflary,  I  could  produce  feveral  that  muf-j 
ftrikc  the  mofl  obdurate  heart  with  horrori  ^'^ 

ano  ^^^^ 
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and  convince  furgeons  how  cautioufly  they 
lliould  undertake  the  amputation  of  the  fcirr- 
hous  or  cancerous  breaft,  leR  they  add  to  hu- 
man mifery,  what  might,  by  a  milder  treat- 
ment, be  avoided. 

As  to  hemlock  curing  ihe  cancer,  I  deny 
it  from  the  moft  pofitive  proofs,  and  from 
the  trueft  intelligence  I  could  obtain  at  Vienna, 
and  moft  other  hofpitals  in  Europe. 

From  all  which  I  infer,  that  cancerous 
complaints,  happening  after  the  cefTation  of 
the  menfes,  unlefs  recent  and  judicioufly 
treated  with  alteratives  and  neutral  faline  re- 
medies, are  very  doubtful  of  cure,  and  often 
degenerate  into  the  manifeft  cancerous  ulcer* 

The  Jirjt  Jlage  of  the  diforder,  in  which  the 
vefTels  are  only  diftended,  is  fometimes  cura- 
ble, but  not  always. 

The  fecond fiage,  in  which  the  fanguiferous 
veffels  and  lymphatics  are  affeded,  the  cure  is 
more  tedious  and  difficult,  if  even  curable; 
but  by  ,  proper  management  the  diforder  may 
be  prevented  fometimes  from  increafinp-. 

The  third  flage,  in  which  the  fanguiferous 
veflels,  lymphatics,  lactiferous  tubes,  and  the 
oleaginous  panicles  or  adeps  are  coagulated 

in 
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in  the  cells  of  the  cellular  ftrufture  of  the 
breaft,  and  have  become  one  confufed  hard 
mafs,  no  cure  by  refolution,  cutting,  or  cau- 
llic,  can  be  rationally  expected ;  for  though 
fymptoms  are  frequently  mitigated,  yet  this 
ftage  always  terminates  in  death. 

IlYvq. fourth Jlagc^  in  which  the  third  flage 
breaks  forth  into  an  open  cancerous  ulcer,  in 
fome  cafes,  by  fkilful  management,  the  pa- 
tient may  live  many  years ;  but  they  are, 
oftener  deftroyed  by  raflinefs  and  violent 
remedies:  in  other  inftances  no  art  what- 
ever avails,  and  the  ulcer  continually  increaf- 
ing,  the  patient  moft  commonly  dies  either  in 
extreme  hot  or  cold  weather. 

On  reflecting  on  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
flances  attending  tumors  of  the  breaft,  whe- 
ther cancerous  or  not,  the  fubfequent  advice 
is  the  refult. 

I .  In  all  tumors  of  the  breaft,  if  along-con- 
tinued courfe  of  mineral  alteratives  for  a  year 
or  two,  and  the  external  applications  already  re- 
commended, fhould  not  avail,  it  is  befl,  in  ma- 
ny cafes,  to  remain  quiet,  obferving  a  proper 
regimen,  and  occafionlly  taking  fome  neutral 
fairs,  gentle  laxatives,  &c.    By  thefe  means 

the 
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the  cancerous  complaint  has  been  tolerable 
many  years  ;  on  xhe  contrary,  when  the  dif- 
order  has  been  difturbed  by  the  impatience  of 
the  patient  or  friends,  the,' fymptoms  have 
increafed  rapidly  ^  and  ended  fatally, 

2.  All  operations,  except '  in' very  urgent 
or  particular  favourable  cafes,  fhould  be 
avoided. 

3.  In  the  ulcerated  ftage  it  is  always  mofl 
judicious  to  ufe  the  mildeft  applications,  and 
obferve  great  cleanlinefs.  This  often  requires 
the  {kilful  management  of  the  furgeon.  1  have 
known  inftances  of  perfons  living  ma?iy  years 
with  cancerous  ulcers,  when  treated  mildly  ; 
but  I  have  never  feen  an  inftance  wherein 
'violent  methods  were  adopted,  that  the  difeafe 
did  not  rapidly  increafe,  and  foon  terminate 
in  the  deflrudtion  of  the  patient. 

I  have  here  communicated,  without  re- 
ferve,  the  refult  of  much  reflection  and  ana- 
tomical inquiry,  and  have  delivered  conclu- 
lions  from  a  multitude  of  fad:s  and  long  ex- 
perience in  practice.  It  were  to  be  wilhed 
that  the  hiftory  of  the  cancerous  tumors  or 
ulcers  were  more  favourable ;  but  is  is  necef- 
fary  to  deliver  the  pofitive  trutli,  efpegially 

Vol.  I.  M  in 
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in  cafes  wherein  there  has  appeared  fo  much 
impofition  and  delufion.  It  is  hoped  that 
other  practitioners  will  -avail  themfelves,  as 
fome  have,  of  thefe  and  former  hints,  and 
improve  the  treatment.  A  confcioufnefs 
alone  of  performing  the  duties  of  the  profef- 
iion,  in  wrefting  cancerous  patients  from  the 
hands  of  cruel  and  fuperficial  empirics,  can 
alone  induce  regular  praditioners  to  fedu- 
loufly  attend  thefe  deplorable  difeafes,  and 
afford  thofe  comforts  which  fcience  and  rea- 
fon  may  recommend. 
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0/2  Cancerous  Affections  of  various 

Parts. 


PARTICULARLY  OF  THE 

EYELIDS,  MOUTH, 

EAR,  FAUCES, 

NOSE,  TONGUE, 

LIPS,  AXILLA, 

GUMS,  GROINS,  AND 

TONSIL  GLANU'S,  EXTERNAL  GENITAL  PARTS.? 


The  common  and  received  definition  of 
cancers,  in  moft  authors,  is  very  erroneous. 
Home,  in  his  Prificipia  MedicincSi  imitating 
others,  fays,  ^ando  fcirrhus  dege?2erat  in  tu- 
morem  inequalem^  lividam,  lancinantem  cum  va- 
Jis  circumcirca  varicojis,  carciiwtna  vel  cancer 
appellatur.  To  this  definition,  or  a  fmall  de- 
fcription,  have  all  the  ancients  and  moderns 
agreed,  as  may  be  feen  by  confulting  their 
works.  Any  experienced  furgeon  or  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  obferved  a  number  of  cance- 
rous afFedions,  would  immediately  exclaim^ 

M  %  there 
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there  arc  many  cancer-tending  fcirrhous  tu-> 
mors  and  cancerous  ulcers,  without  inequality 
or  lividnefs^  without  furrounding  varicous  vef- 
fels'y  therefore  the  received  definition  is  falla- 
cious. The  diforder  is  well  known  by  the 
experienced  from  its  appearance,  fituation, 
malignant  tendency,  and,  if  ulcerated,  by 
its  peculiar  fetid  fmell,  which  cannot  be  de- 
fined, as  likewife  by  its  flow  corroding  ef- 
fects, not  always  attended  with  pain,  though 
fometimes  infufferable  and  excruciating  ; 
therefore  I  fhould  define  a  fcirrhous,  painful 
tumor  of  the  lymphatic  or  glandular  fyflem, 
which  does  not  fuppurate  like  an  abfcefs,  but 
continues  long,  and  at  lafl  degenerates  into  a 
very  fetid  corroding  ulcer^  deftroying  the  tu- 
mor itfelf,  and  fometimes  the  adjacent  parts, 
to  be  a  cancerous  ulcer  j  numbers  of  which 
are  never  attended  with  varicous  veins,  une- 
qual furfaces,  nor  a  livid  color. 

There  are  three  genera  of  cancerous  affec- 
tions of  other  parts  :  the  firfl,  cancer-tending 
tubercles,  or  fmooth  callofities;  the  fecond, 
fcirrhous  tumors  of  the  glands;  and  the  third, 
corroding  cancerous  ulcers  j  the  fpecies  of 
5  which, 
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which,  with  regard  to  fize,  extenfion,  figure, 
color,  or  mah'gnity,  are  numerous. 

T ubercles  and  cancer-tending  callofities  ap- 
pear in  many  parts  of  the  eyelids,  nofe,  lobes 
of  the  ears,  cheeks,  upper  and  under  lips  j  on 
the  tongue  and  internal  parts  of  the  mouth, 
gums,  palate,  axilla,  genitals,  about  the  rec- 
iuntt  &c. 

tubercles  are  hard  fmall  fwellings  rifing 
above  the  (kin,  about  the  fize  of  peafe,  of 
diiferent  colors,  according  as  the  parts  affected 
are  more  or  lefs  vafcular ;  from  which  caufe 
they  appear  pale,  or  approaching  to  a  red  or 
purple  color. 

Callofities  are  hardnefTes  of  the  adeps  im- 
mediately under  the  fkin,  from  the  coagula-^ 
tion  of  the  adeps  or  coagulable  lymph,  and 
have  frequently  fmooth  equal  furfaces. 

They  are  nominated  warts,  excrefcences, 
indurations,  fmall  carbuncles,  &g.,  and  often 
appear  the  forerunners  of  cancerous  ulcers  in 
acrimonious  or  cacochymical  habits :  they 
are  to  be  diflinguifhed  from  thofe  excrefcen- 
ces or  tumors  which  appear  early  in  life,  and 
continue  unto  death  without  malignity  or  any 
tad  effects, 
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The  tubercles  that  have  a  cancerous  ten- 
dency feldom  appear  early  in  life,  but  gradu- 
ally arife  without  any  previous  manifeft  caufe; 
fometimes  they  are  painful,  in  other  inftan- 
ces  not ;  but  by  bad  management  they  have 
rapidly  degenerated  into  cancerous  ulcers,  be- 
come painful,  and  have  ended  fatally.  This 
has  happened  in  the  nofe,  and  many  other 
parts. 

The  cure  of  the  tubercles  requires  two  me- 
thods of  treatment. 

The  7nildeji  treatment  is  attempting  their 
refolution  by  fomentations,  refolving  appli- 
cations, a  dry  diet,  and  mineral  alteratives, 
given  at  proper  diftances  of  time. 

The  radical  treatment  is  the  removal  of  the 
tubercle  or  tubercles,  by  applying  the  fuming 
pure  nitrous  acid. 

The  refolution  may  be  attempted,  when 
they  be  recent,  by  fomenting  the  parts  with 
a  weak  folution  of  crude  fal  ammoniac ^  fu- 
migations of  cinnabar^  and  by  bleeding,  Tu7g~ 
ing  and  antiphlogific  remedies  are  likewife  ufe- 
ful,  mineral  alteratives,  &c. 

If  thefe  remedies  fhould  not  fucceed  in  re- 
moving the  tubercles,  and  there  be  reafon  to 

conclude 
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i  conclude  them  of  a  malignant,  cancerous  ten- 

i  dency,  the  deftru6tion  of  the  tubercle  or  tu- 
bercles is  the  moft  efiedlual  method  of  pre»- 
venting  the  cancer  and  all  its  terrible  ravages ; 
for  if  negleded,  when  recent,  they  fome- 

,  times  deftroy  the  nofe,  the  whole  face,  throat, 
fcrotum  and  tefticles,  perinaeum,  vagina,  or 
redtum,  according  to  the  part  they  fix  on, 
not  in  a  few  days,  but  after  many  years  dread- 
ful torments. 

The  common  cauflics,  and  even  the  arfe- 
nical  preparation  of  Plunket,  are  too  apt  to 
aggravate  the  diforder,  though,  in  fome  few 
inftances,  they  have  fucceeded.  Extirpation 
by  the  knife  feldom  eradicates  the  cancer- 
tending  tumor  or  callofity :  the  feeds  of  the 

I  difeafe,  I  am  certain,  are  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  diforder  is  not  local,  as  fome  have 

j  imagined.   Without  removing  caufes,  effed:s 
will  not  ceafe  :  hence  the  neceffity  of  internal 
corred:ors  of  the  acrimony.    Mercury  alone 
aggravates  the  difeafe ;  but  joined  with  anti^ 
monial fulphurs  is  ufcful. 

4.  The 
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T!he  cure  of  the  Tubercles  by  the  fuming  ni^ 

trous  Acid. 

Dip  the  point  of  a  pen,  or  lint  twifled 
round  a  wooden  fkewer,  into  the  fuming 
nitrous  acidy  and  make  a  ma7'k  all  round  the 
bafis  of  the  tubercles,  fo  as  to  circumfcribe 
the  whole  induration. 

This  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  or 
every  other  day,  until  a  feparation  of  the  found 
from  the  difeafed  part  be  evident. 

This  mode  of  treatment  was  my  invention: 
it  is  attended  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  is 
often  fuccefsful. 

Care  muft  be  taken  not  to  fufFer  the  effects 
of  the  acid  fpirit  to  extend  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  fmall  tumor  or  tubercles,  which  is 
cafily  effeded  by  immediately  and  repeatedly 
drying  the  part  touched  with  lint. 

In  this  manner  I  haye  fometimes  fafely  re- 
moved tubercles,  callofities,  and  fcirrhous 
tumors,  of  a  cancerous  tendency,  in  the 
^reafts, 
Eyelids, 
Cheeks, 

Nofc, 
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Nofe, 

Lips, 

Mouth, 

Genital  parts, 

About  the  re6lum,  &c. 
After  the  tubercle  or  tubercles  are  en^ 
tirely  deftroyed,  which  muft  be  done  gradu-r 
ally,  the  ulcerated  part  may  be  dreffed  with 
the  precipitate  digeflive,  or  any  other,  and 
wallied  before  each  dreffing  with  a  folution 
of  the  corrofive  fublimate. 

When  the  little  ulceration  formed  by  the 
efchar  is  cleanfed  or  deterged,  the  cure  may 
be  finifhed  by  common  dreffings,  whilft  mi- 
neral alteratives  fliould  be  given  internally, 
according  to  circurnftances. 

In  fcirrhous,  cancer-tending  tumors  of  the 
tonfil  glands,  gums,  &c.,  all  other  methods 
ihould  be  firft  tried  ;  but  if  danger  of  fufFo-  | 
cation  arife,  the  tonfil  glands,  if  impoffible  to  | 
extirpate  with  the  ligature,  as  when  the  bafe 
and  upper  furface  are  equal  in  extenfion, 
then,  to  fave  life,  it  is  juftifiable  to  deftroyl 
the  tumor  with  the  fuming  fpirit  of  nitre y  by 
touching  the  part,  and  immediately  abfbrb| 
ing  the  fluid  on  the  part  touched  by  dry  lifl 
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on  alkewer,  left  the  corrofive  ftiould  injure 
any  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  fauces,  6cc. ; 
1  in  which  operations  the  moft  exquifite  judg- 
ment, fteadinefs,  and  caution  fh-ould  be 
employed. 

On  the  'Tubercles  or  Indurations  becoming  can* 
cerous  Ulcers. 

When  the  tubercles  have  been  nededed  or 
improperly  treated,  they  may  become  cance- 
rous ulcers. 

A  cancerous  ulcer  gradually  increafes  in 
lize  by  its  corrofive  acrimony,  flower  than 
other  ulcers,  but  more  certainly  deftruc 
tive  in  its  confequences. 

It  differs  from  all  other  ulcers,  becaufe  it 
is  .more/etid,  and  attacks  glandular  or  very 
vafcular  parts,  as  the  lips,  cheeks,  &c.,  and 
is  commonly,  though  not  always,  preceded 
by  indurations  or  tubercles. 

Trognojiic. 

All  thefe  ulcers,  whether  in  the 
Eyelids, 

,  Nofe, 


AND  NERVOUS  DISEASES,  &C,  lyi 

Nofe, 
Lips, 
.Gums, 

Tonfil  glands. 
Tongue, 
Axilla, 
Groins, 
Genital  parts, 
Redtum, 
Anus,  &c. 

ire  very  difficult  and  tedious  of  curej  but 
lany  inftances  have  yielded  to  alterative  re- 
tedieSf  already  recommended. 

The  Mode  of  Treatrnefit. 

The  callous  edges  of  the  ulcer  muft  be 
emoved  by  the  nitrous  acid. 
The  ulcers  may  be  cleanfed  by  the  ufe  of 
licinnabarine  fumigations  once  a  day,  folutions 
of  mercurius  corrofivus  fiiblimatiis ,  and  cam- 
plior :  or  by  the  precipitate  digeflive,  if  not  in 
the  mouth. 

Internally,  all  the  metallic  alteratives  and 
faline  medicines  recommended  in  the  cure  of 
ulcers  of  the  legs  and  other  parts,  cancers  of  the 

breafts. 
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breafts,  womb,  &c.,  are  particularly  ufeful, 
when  given  at  proper  diftances,  in  removing 
the  cancerous  acrimony,  if  mildly  and  judici-» 
oufly  adminiftered,  according  to  the  magni-. 
tude  of  the  diforder,  the  ftrength,  age,  fex,  pe- 
culiarities of  each  patient,  climate,  feafons  of 
theyear,  rational  indications,  and contra-indi- 
cations.  Without  the  knowledge  and  juft 
application  of  remedies,  and  implicit  obe- 
dience in  patients,  medicine  in  cancerous 
and  many  other  diforders,  inftead  of  being 
efficacious,  may  frequently  become  inju- 
rious. 

The  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  tongue,  nofe, 
and  other  parts,  have  been  adually  cured  at 
the  Mary-le-bone  infirmary  by  fumigations  of 
cinnabar,  and  by  the  following  pill,  which  is 
the  laft  improvement  I  made  in  medicines  of 
the  alterative  mineral  clafs,  called  pilule^  for^: 
iijfimce  in  the  infirmaiy  formulce, 

R.  Hydrargyri  vitriolat.  5fs. 

Sulph.  antimon.  pracipitat  3ifs,  tere  fimul  per  xij.  horas, 
|i.  Hujus  pulveris  ^(s. 

Conf.  cynofbat.  q.  f,.  f,  pilula?  No,  xxx.  quarum  capiat  bis 
vel  ter  de  die. 


AND  NERVOUS  DISEASES,  &C.  I73 

Tfjough  the  foregoing  Treats fe  freely  animadverts,  and  even 
cenfures  many  dangerous,  cruel,  fuperfiitious,  and  igno^ 
rant  methods  of  treating  cancerous  affeSiionsy  yet,  in  order 
to  exhibit  to  view  what  hath  been  attempted  in  thefe  truly 
melancholy  complaints,  the  fubfequent  extraBs,  from  the 
principal  ancient  and  modern  authors,  have  been  feleBed. 
The  learned  reader  will  perceive  that  the  modes  of  treat' 
ment  1  have  adopted  and  communicated  are  new  ;  and  if 
they  fnatch  now  and  then  an  unfortunate  viBim  front 
death,  or  even  palliate  the  fymptoms  of  the  incurable,  it  will 
not  only  requite  the  author  for  his  unremitting  refearches, 
but  perhaps  point  out  the  paths  to  other  abler  praBltionerSy 
and  promote  a  fplrlt  of  emulation  for  the  accompll/lnng fu- 
ture improvements. 

Celfus  de  Medicina,  1.  v.  cap.  28.  p.  317. 

De  Carcimmate. 

Non  idem  periculum  carcinoma  afFert,  uti  carbunculus,  niH 
imprudentia  curantis  agitatum  eft.  ^ 

Carcinomata  curationibus  irritantur. 

Quidam  ferro  adufferunt  :  quidam  fcalpello  exciderunt. 

Neque  ulli  unquam  medicina  profluit :  fed  adufta  protinus 
coDcitata  funt  &  incrfeverunt,  donee  occiderent. 

Excifa  etiara  poft  indudam  cicatricem,  tamen  reverterimt,  & 
caufam  mortis  attulerunt. 

Cum  interim  plerique  nullara  vim  adhibendo,  qua  tollere  id 
malum  tentent  ;  fed  imponendo  tantum  lenia  medicamenta,  quaa 
quafi  blandiantur,  quo  minus  ad  ultimam  feneftutem  perveniant, 
nih  prohibeantur. 

Difcernere  autem  cacoethes,  quod  curationera  xecipit,  nemo 
fcirc  poteft,  nifi  tempore  &  experimento. 

Ergo  ubi  primum  id  vitiura  notatum  eft,  imponi  debent  me- 
dicamenta adurcntia. 

Si  levatur malum  minuunturque  ejus  indicia,  prccedere  curatio 
poteft  &  ad  fcalpellum  &  ad  uftionem. 

Si 
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Si  proKnus  irritatum  eft,  fcire  licet,  jam  carcinoma  elTc; 
rcmovcndaque  funt  omnia  acria,  omnia  vehementia, 

Gorraus,  Definit.  291. 

Kxpy.w{,  cancer  eft  tumor  malignus  afpedlu  teter. 

Tumor  ifte  &  prominet  &  taflui  renititur,  atque  ubi  femel  ra- 
dices egerit,  difficillime  avelli  tollique  poteft. 

Eft  enim  malignus,  ferus,  protervus,  &  quern  curatio  manuura- 
que  vel  blandiflima  traftatio  efferare  potius  quam  mitilicare  fokt. 

Gordofiii  /ilium  Medicines  de  Cancro, 

Cancer  a  principio  difEcilis  cognitionis  eft  valde. 
Cancer  autem  eft  recens  &  tunc  eft  curabilis,  aut  eft  antiquus, 
qui  non  curatur. 

Parens y  ex  Uffenhachii,  colleft.  i62„ 

Scirrhus  illegitimus,  indolcns  omnino  &  infenfibilis,  itemque 
cancrofus  nullam  admittit  curationem :  verus  autem  &:  legitimus^ 
vix  uUam. 

EfFeratur  cancer  alimentis  fanguincm  inflammantibus,  animi 
periurbationibus,  vix,  aeftu  &  acrioribus  medicamentis  oleolis  & 
emplaftricis,  nec  jure  nec  loco  appofitis. 

Omnis  cancer  cenfetur  ferme  incurabilis,  vel  curatu  valde  con- 
tumax :  eft  enim  morbi  toto  genere  malignus. 

Ne  efFerentur  aut  ferpant  longius  lenibus  remediis  &  cura, 
quam  palliativum  dicunt,  erit  procurandum,  fic  enim  multi  can- 
cro laborantes  ad  extremam  ufque  feneftutem  pervenerunt. 

Incipiens  cancer  fepe  incrementis  prohibetur ;  abi  vero  femel 
increverit,  nifi  ferro  curationem  non  admittit,  ut  qui  maligni- 
tate  &  contumacia  fua  medicamentorum  omnium  vires  afpernetur. 

Cancer  ulceratus  eft  ulceris  genus  malignum,  rebelle,  intri^ 
tabile,  ut  qui  mitia  medicaments  afpernetur,  acribus  autem  & 
fortibus  amplius  efferatur. 

Fareus,\.  xxiii.  cap.  41.  de  uteri  procidentia — ^uteri  putridi 
excilio.  Si  praefcriptis  remediis  reftitui  ncqueat  uterus,  fe^Jce- 
xatus  eomputraerit,  juberaur  veterum  prsfcripto  illura  amputare. 

Vifor 
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Vifas  flint  permultse  muliercs,  quibus  totus  ferme  uterus  ex- 
cilTus  fuerat,  nullo  vitas  difpendio,  quemadmodum  teftatur  Pau- 

lus.  The  leaft  fcratch  on  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  has  proved 

commonly  fatal :  the  uterus  itfelf  cannot  be  meant,  the  clitoris, 
or  fome  part  of  the  vagina  fhould  be  underftood.  What  operator 
would  undertake  to  diffeft  the  uterus  of  a  living  perfon  ?  Horrid  ! 
frightfully  horrid !  to  reflefi:  on. 

Job.  Langius  fcribit,  Ep.  Med.  1.  ii.  ep.  39.  fe  praefente  chL- 
Turgum  carpum  mulieri  Bononienfi  uterum  extirpaffe  ipfa  fupcr- 
-ftite  &  incolumi. 

A*'  1573.    Procidentia  ab  antimonio  haufto. 

A**  1573.    Vocatus  Parens,  Guillemeaii,  8c  De\  Fieux,  conj' 
muni  confilio  cenfuimus,  id  quod  prociderat,  extirpandum  effe 
per  duos  dies  line  dolore  corpus  extraximus,  quod  a  4  medicis  t 
nobis  uteri  corpus  effe  vifura  eft. 

Cujus  rei  fidem  fecere  unus  ex  tefticulis,  qui  integer  extra^tii 
eft,  cralTior  item  membrana,  reliqua  ex  mola,  qua2  fuppurat 
rupto  abfcelTu  fenfim  influxerat,  &c. 

Totum  trimeftre  fana  &  egregie  incolumis  mulier  fupervix', 
donee  fuborta  repente  pleuritide  interiit. 

Diffec^ae  a  me  &  fedulo  fingula  exquirente  nufquam  comparit 
Mterus  fed  ejus  loco  callofum  quoddam  corpus,  quod  natura,  qx- 
nunquam  in  nobis  otiatur,  jaduram  ejus  partis  quafi  rcparatira, 
vel  lacunam  potius  alvi  rcpletura,  fubftituerat. 

Tagaultius  in  Injiilutionibus  Chirurgicis  de  Tiimort  pmtrna- 

turaau 

Cancer,  feu  carcinojna,  a  toto  genere  eft  morbus  gravis  <t  per- 
niciofus.  Vix  enim  unquam  propter  fucci  crafiitiem  confinefcit, 
utpote  quod  nec  repelli  ne*  difcuti  queat,  nec  totius  corporis 
purgationi  cedat. 

Sed  &  tanta  ejus  eft  malignitas,  ut  mitiora  plane  con- 
temnat  remedia,  rehementioribus  vero,  veluti  carbo  irritetur, 
cxcandcfcatque  atque  eiferatur. 

Cxterum  ex  cancro  non  ulcerato  non  raro  fit  ukeratus,  pii- 
trcfcente  fcilicet  fpatio  temporis  humore,  in  vafis  dclitefcente, 
Tcl  Irrjtajo  a  medicamentis  inconfulte  admotis  affcdlu. 

Hunc- 
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I  Hunc  autem  exulceratum  cancrum  peflimum  effe  judicant 
emnes  &  vera  curationi  prorfus  ineptum :  hie  enim  ad  per- 
fedam  atquc  abfolutam  fui  curationem  mordentia,  afpera  at- 
que  vehcmentia  defideraret  medicamenta. 

;  Atqui  ut  diximus  talibus  magis  irritatur,  efferaturque,  tantuin 
labeft,  ut  fub  iis  mitefcat  vel  confenefcat. 

,  Proinde  fatis  fuerit  fi  cancros  non  ulcerates  prohibeamus 
augeri,  a  p^rfefta  quidem  curatione  manum  fubtrahentes. 

Tagaultius  811,  inter  remedia  recenfet  arfenicum  fublimatum, 
pt  prseftaiitiffimum   ac  tutiffimum  auxilium  in  hoc  afFeftu  a 
tJuidone  de  CauHaco  ulitatum.    The  arfenic  has  been  lately 
fed  with  dreadful  confequences. 

Flaterus,  in  Praxi,  1.  ii.  567. 

De  cancro  ilteri ;  per  podicem  erumpilTe,  in  vellcam  &  abdo- 
jien  perveniffe. 

j  Totum  uterum  computruifTe  &  exemptum  fuifle,  cogno- 
imus. 

|Ufu  medicamentoriim  acrlum,  uteri  cervix  erodi  vel  exul- 
cj-ari :  ficuti  finiftro  horum  ufu  cervicem  uteri  ulceratam, 
t^dem  compurruiffe  penitus,  fupervivente  nihilominus  diu 
{)(|l:ea  adhuc  muliere  obfervaviinus. 
\n  gravidis  foetus  mortuus  putrefcens  retentus,  uterum  in- 
corrumpitque,  ficuti  hoc  in  duabus  mulieribus  faftum 
lpe(?avimus. 

l  etum  cum  involucris  &  utero  vicinoque  peritonaso  cor- 
juptii  penitus,  fedione  in  abdomine  fada  exemptum  fuiffci 
quod  in  una  viva  adhuc  &  diu  poftea  fuperftite  manente 
fieri  videmus,  &  ex  alia  mortua  nos  ipfi  hoc  mode  exe- 
mimus. 

Cancer  uteri  eervicis,  quia  ab  initio  dolorem  aut  impedimcn- 
tum  non  magnum  afFert,  aut  quia  non  cognofcitur  cum  negli- 
gatur,  plerumque  adauftus  et  conflrmatus  curari  amplius  ncquit, 
neque  in  eo  loco  abdito  commode  aut  fine  pcriculo  amputari 
rotcft. 

'  Uterus 
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Uterus  exulceratus  tandem  lethalis  plcmmque  fit, 

Ne  tamen  augeatur  cura  palliativa  adhibetur. 

Revulfiones  per  venajfedionem  in  poplite,  purgatione  conve- 
nienti,  vires  reftaurantibus,  topicis  liccantibus,  digerentibus.  Sec. 

Ulcera  in  uteri  finu  &  pudendo  omnia  pervcrfa  ob  loci  teneri- 
tatem  &  humiditatem  funt :  adeo  ut  levis  excoriatio,  diligentiam 
nt  fanetur,  requirat. 

Deteriora  adhuc  funt  depafcentia  &  phagedsenica,  quas  fi  diu 
perfeveraverint  &  profundas  radices  egerint,  fpatiumque  amplum 
occupaverint,  incurabilia  fere  funt,  uti  &  carcinomata,  quas 
mortem  plerumque  veluti  &  alia,  corruptionem  efferunt,  quas 
aliquando  totum  uterum  depopulantur, 

Exempla  contagii  fe  vidilTe. 

Prognoftica  in  genere,  fi  primum  incepcrit  &  adhuc  exiguils 
fit,  nec  negligatur,  ipfius  incrementum  difficulter  impediri,  li 
adauftus  fit,  segcrrime,  &  fi  ad  fummum  pervenerit,  nunquam 
curari  poffe,  &  fi  exulceratus  fit,  eum,  nifi  poffit  integer  fundi- 
tus  extirpari,  etfi  longo  tempore  perdurare  poflit  lethalem  efle. 

Fernelius,  Pathol.  420. 

Uteri  affeftus  funt,  phlcgmone,  abfceffus,  ulcus,  fcirrhus,  can- 
cer, mola,  inflatio,  hydrops,  calculus ;  in  cervice  rhagades,  con- 
dylomata, haemorrhoidcs,  &c. 

Nomas,  carcinomata  casteris  ulceribus  fcGtidiores,  fordidlores, 
acerbiorefque. 

Exulceratum  carcinoma,  nomis  mali^nlus  eft. 

Cancer  benignus,  nifi  irritatus,  diu  citra  perniciem  confiftit. 

Malignus  coerceri  vix  poteft,  quin  fiat  cancer  exulceratus,  nifi 
malignitate  ocyus  interimat,  longc  lateque  prorepit. 

N.  Pifo^  de  Morbis  cogjiojccndis  ^  curandts,  cap.  59.  p.  140, 
de  fcirrho  &  cancro  uteri  dicit  carcinoma  uteri  incurabile  efle. 

Fab  rictus  Hildanus,  obferv.  Galenus  cancri  curandi  rationera 
duphcem  ftatuit,  quarum  prima  perficitur  medicamentis,  humo- 
res  atrabiliores  expurgantibus.^ 

1-  N  Altera 
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Altera  confiftit  in  extirpatione  tumoris. 

Quantum  attinetad  primum,  nifi  ftatim  ab  initio  admlniftrafa 
fuerit,  parum  aut  nihil  ad  fanitalem  pofle,  certum  eft:  quando- 
quidem  jam  materia  jta  compada  atque  in'durata  eft,  ut  medica- 
mcntis  purgantibus  non  ccdat. 

Altera  via  a  Galena  pra:fcripta,  eft  extlrpatio  tumoris :  banc 
nonnulii.ferro  candente,  alii  medicamentis  etodentibus,  reliqui 
cultro  inc'Iforio  perficiunt. 

Cancer  exukeratus  adverfus  quem  medicamentis  fruftra  pug- 
natur. 

Ulcus  cancrofum  perquam  malignum  &  Immedicabile,  affiduo 
crodens  imas  partes  afFeftas,  nec  fifti  potcft. 

In  confilio  fuo  ad  cancrum  oculi,  benenotat:  quoad  refol- 
vcntia,  cum  tumor  fit  duriflimus,  credibile  eft  nullo  refolutum  iri 
niedicamento,  nifi  prius  emolllatur.  At  vero  prasterquam  quod 
hujufiiiodl  prffidura  materia,  tamdiu,  (quindecira  videlicet  annis) 
congeila  amoUiri  nequit  periculum  eft  ne  ex  ifto  emollientium  ufu 
tumor  fubito  contrahat  fummam  malitiam. 

Erodentia  mihi  perquam  periculola  cenfentur.  Nam  curft 
prominens  hie  tumor  duriflimus  fit,  credibile  eft  benigna  medica- 
menta  irrita  futura :  quin  potius  ut  fiirama  durities  adeft,  fic  ve- 
hemens  req;uiritur  medicatio,  quae  vi  feptiorum  8c  efi:haroticorum 
fieri  fialet. 

At  vero  ut  lenibus  non  afficitur  cancer,  fasvifllmum  malum, 
fic  irritatur  &  ingravefcit  vel  tantillum  acribus  &  vellicantibus 
ut  ante  expertus  eft  seger. 

Riwrius,  Prax.  Med.  1.  xv.  247. 

Deprognofi  hoc  tantum  pronuntiare  licet,  cancrum  efle  incu- 
rabilem,  fiveulceratum,  fivenon  ulceratum  fit.  Quodquidem  ut 
de  omnicancro  cdam  partes  externas  obfidente  verum  eft;  fic  po- 
tion jure  de  CO  qui  uterum  occupat  fentiendum  eft,  ob  continuam 
fuperfluitatum  illuviera  qua;  ad  earn  partem  decurrit. 

Cum  jgitur  curatio  Integra  fperabilis  non  fit,  ad  alteram  qua: 
palliativa  dicitur,  coiifugiendum  eft, 

Eaqu© 
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Eaque  eo  dirigenda,  iit  cancri  non  ulcerati  ulceratio  prohibea- 
tur,  Sc  lie  ulceratus  majus  incrementum  fufcipiat :  Sc  in  utroque 
doloris  atrocitas  temperetur. 

Q^od  fiet  ad  iinmaniffimos  dolores  placandos,  cogemur  ad 
narcotica  recurrere. 

EitmuUer. 

Cancer  eft  tumor  plane  fmgularis  ac  omnino  fui  generis. 

Opera  danda  eft  ne  exulceretur  cancer,  poftquam  enim  cutis 
difrupta  fuerit,  certo  certius  hominem  miferrime  interimit. 

Per  acrimoniam  humoris  caufticam,  vafa  nervofa  &  fangui- 
fera  deftruendo  &  erodendo,  unde  ichoris  copiofa  effufio  cum  vi- 
ts  fere  difpendio,  hsemorrhagis  frequentes  &  profufas  plerumque 
agraen  claudunt  &  mortem  optatam  accelerant. 

Cancer  exulceratus  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  curatur. 

Dionis^  Operat.  de  Chirurgie  des  De/cetiies  Sff  Chutes, 

L'extirpation  de  la  matrice  eft  trop  hazardeufe,  &  la  croit 
mortelle.    This  is  certainly  true. 

11  y  a  des  auteurs,  qui  aflurent  d'avdir  vu  des  femmes,  qui  en, 
bnt  gueri. 

M.  Morand,  a  confeille  la  ligature, 

Le  cancer  eft  le  plus  horrible  de  tous  les  maux_,  qui  mene  fure- 
ment  iriais  lentement  au  tombeau. 

II  n'y  a  point  de  maladie  plus  affligeahte  ail  malade  :  il  n'y  a 
point  aufli,  qui  fatigue  plus  le  chirurgien,  &  qui  lui  donne  pluS 
de  peine,  parceque  ce  mal  eft  prefque  toujoufs  incurable. 

De  tels  maux,  il  n'en  faut  attendre  que  la  mort. 

La  m8re  de  Louis  XIV.  Roi  de  France,  avoit  uri  cancer  a  la 
mamelle,  toUs  les  chirurgiens  &  medicins  etoient  encourages 
d'offrir  des  fecoiirs,  mais  fans  aucun  fucces. 

II  donne  le  precis  des  trois  medecins  de  la  Reine,  leurs  fenti- 
mens  &  le  traitement. 

Ces  medecins  etoient  M.  Gendron,  Alliot,  Hehetiits,  chacun 
publia  une  eflaye  fur  cette  maladie. 

N  z  Barheite. 
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Bmlette. 

A  fphacelus  of  the  womb  is  incurable;  for  what  the  ancienta 
relate  concerning  the  extirpation  of  the  womb,  to  wit,  that  it 
may  be  taken  out  without  great  danger,  is  to  be  reckoned  among 
their  errors. — No  ^iouit. 

The  extended  tunics  vaginse  may  be  taken  away. 

Wifcman's  Surgery. 

A  fcirrhous  cancer,  by  ill-handling  or  increafc  of  acrimony, 
frequently  terminates  in  raging  cancers,  and  torments  the  patient 
with  exquifite  darting  pains. 

Gf  all  difeafes  which  afflift  mankind,  the  cancer  is  the  moft 
grievous  and  rebellious,  and  is  generally  incurable,  by  reafon  of 
its  corrofive  and  malign  venom  fermenting  in  the  humors, 
which,  fo  far  as  we  can  yet, find,  yields  neither  to  purging, 
bleeding,  repellents,  difcutients,  fuppuratives,  or  any  other  me- 
dicine inward  or  outward. 

A  cancerous  breaft,  from,  internal  caufes,  Ihould  never  be 
cut  ofF. 

After  having  given  eighteen  cafes  of  operations,  he  finilhes 
his  treatife  with  a  very  fenfible  remark — "  Thefe  unfuccefsful 
"  attempts  may  render  us  extreme  cruel  to  thofe  who  feel  not 
•*  the  mifery  thefe  poor  creatures  fuffer  with  cancers  in  their 
**  mouths;"  whereof  he  makes  a  moft  pathetic  and  very  melan- 
choly defcription,  and  concludes  thus — What  I  have  attempt- 
*'  ed  of  this  kind  has  been  at  the  earrieft  requeft  of  the  patients 
*«'  and  their  friends,  and  by  the  authority  of  a  confultation  of 
"  eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons.    That  the  cure  fucceeded 
"  noti,  muft  be  impute;d  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  may 
•*  teach  others  how  dangerous  it  is  to  negleft  the  confulting  the 
*'  experienced  furgeon,  while  the  difeafe  is  recent  and  eafy  to  be 
"  eradicated." 

F.Hof- 
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F.  Hoffmatiy  Med.  Rat. 
Cancer  exulceratus  cum  tam  facile  perimat,  caufa  eo  po- 
tentior  ad  nocendum  eft,  quo  fubtilioris  indolis  &  majoris 

molis. 

Efi  infanabilis. 

Boerhaanjt. 

Contufio  quse  in  cute  nuUius  momenti  effet,  in  glandula  con- 
gloraerata  fcirrhum  peflimum  producere. 

Cancrum  difficillime  curari  in  foemina  melancholica. 

Chefelden, 

It  is  a  matter  of  difpute  among  ferae  furgeons,  whether 
cancerous  tumors  fhould  ever  be  extirpated,  or  not,  though  it 
is  certain  none  of  thefe  were  ever  cured  without,  and  there  have 
been  many  extirpated. 

After  having  given  an  account  of  an  operation,  he  fays. 

Some  time  after  amputation,  the  wound  looking  fordid,  a 
"  furgeon  fprinkled  the  wound  with  red  precipitate,  which 

put  the  patient  in  a  high  falivation ;  upon  which  the  breaft 
*'  grew  clean  and  healed,  the  patient  recovered,  and,  con- 
"  trary  to  all  expeftation,  lived  many  years  in  good  health. 

"  From  this  accident  I  learnt  the  ufefulnefs  of  falivating 
«'  after  extirpating  cancerous  tumors,  though  nothing  is  more 

hurtful  before." 

This  praftice  I  know  to  be  very  hazardous, 

Turner,  in  his  Surgery,  calls  it  the  moft  dreadful  of  all 
difeafes. 

This  difeafe  is  the  moft  deplorable  of  all  others,  and  the 
true  opprobrium  chirurgorum. 

Being  once  come  to  break  its  coverings,  the  Ikin  or  other 
membranes  invefting,  it  fooner  difpatches  the  miferable  pa- 
tient. 
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tient,  not  only  by  its  furious  acrimony  devouring  and  preying 
on  the  flefli  jn  fome  places,  vvhilft  it  fpews  out  fimgi,  like  the 
heads  of'  cauliflonuer,  in  fpme  others,  and  this  with  the  LitnioR 
outrage  to  the  fpirits ;  but  alfo  from  the  vaft  gleet  and  ktmor- 
rhage  when  it  has  eaten  through  the  coats  of  the  veficls,  and 
having  nearly  exhaufted  the  purple  ftream,  in  the  midft  of  dif- 
mal  groans,  excruciating  pains,  intolerable  Jlench  and  putrefaStion, 
the  miferable  creature  finds  releafe  by  death,  which  had  been 
a  long  time  wifhed  for. 

The  beft  progmftic  that  can  be  made  will  be  but  very  un- 
certain. 

When  the  cancer  is  ulcerated,  it  is  ftill  worfe  than  while  it 
remains  with  the  Ikin  yet  whole  and  found ;  worfe  alfo  in  the 
mouth  or  throat,  where  the  poor  patient  is  often  famifhed  or 
ftarved  to  death,  than  in  fome  other  parts ;  worfe  where  great 
quantities  of  the  blood  is  daily  expended,  than  where  no  fuch 
effufion  has  yet  happened ;  though  wherever  it  appears,  and 
however  complicate,  we  find  it  fufircient,  fooner  or  later,  ac- 
cording to  age,  habit,  and  way  of  management,  to  dejlroy  the 
affliaed.  ' 

We  fliould  now  haften  to  the  cure,  if  we  knew  of  any  the 
difeafe  would  admit. 

We  defy  all  cancer  (quacks  to  give  one  inflance  of  a  fixed  or 
true  ulcerated  cancer  that  was  ever  cured  by  tjieir  manage- 
ment.. 

That  all  art  (when  it  is  arrived  to  any  height)  can  do  little  i 
more  than  palliate. 

As  for  local  medicaments,  or  external  applications,  where  the 
pancer  is  not  ulcerated,  I  have'  obferved  thofe  people  ge- 
nerally fare  beft  who  meddle  <v)ith  none  at  all;  a  fimple  inof- 
fenfive  plaifter  in  other  cafes,  by  conftipating  the  pores,  here 
only  increafe  the  heat,  and  promote  farther  difturbance. 

A  crazy  elderly  woman,  incommoded  with  a  prolapfus  uteri, 
■gnder  a  fit  of  melancholy,  drew  down  the  prolapfed  body,  and 

witf^ 


AND  NERVOUS  DISEASES,  I  83 


with  the  hufband's  razor  fhe  excifed  all  within  her  reach.  He 
iiopes  her  cure  inay  be  accompliflicd. 
Pr.  1  itnnr  called  this  cafe  uteri  cewicls  abfcijftot 

Neiiier,  Fundatn,  Medicim, 
Prognofis. 

\.  Cancros  occultos  melius  eft  non  curare,  curati  enim 
citius  intereuht,  non  curati  per  longius  tempus  perdurant, 
Hipp,  aphor.  1.  vi.  §  38.  exceptioni  tamen  locus  adhuc  eft. 

2.  In  primo  ftatim  principio  facilius  curantur,  quam  fi  per 
aliquod  tempus  perftltere,  ubi  rariflime  cufari  folent. 

3.  Cancros  exulceratos  non  nifi  per  fcftionem,  aut  uftionem 
curare  novit  medicina  vulgaris. 

4.  Dantur  tamen   felefta   &  appropriata  remedia,  quib,us 
abfque  auxilio  chirurgico  uterque  cancer  tolli  poteft,  ficuti 
nuper  demum  cancrum  labiorum  exulccratum  in  viro  &  mam- 
marum  in  fqemina  fexagenaria  fub  noftra  medicatione  felicitef 
.Curatura  gaudenius  adhuc  dum. 

5.  Non  radicitus  extirpatus  facillime  repullulat. 

6.  Contingit  aliquando,  etiamfi  mamma  afFefta  cancro  ra- 
dicitus extirpetur,  altera  eodem  malo  afficiatur,  imprimis  fi  a 
caufa  interna  originem  fuam  ducat, 

7.  Cancri,  fi  fiabjeda  ad  eofdem  recipiendos  inveniunt,  in- 
terdum  funt  contagiofi. 

8.  Quo  7nitius  traftantur,  eo  longius  perdurant  &  minus 
torquent  segros, 

g.  Quo  acripra  remedia  applicantur  eo  raagis  putredo  8c  do- 
lores  augefcunt. 

10,  Etiamfi  exquifitiflima  remedia  prifto  fint,  mora  tarncA 
opus,  donee  malum  extirpari  poftis, 

11.  Saliva-tio  parum  aut  nihil, 

Remedia  laudat : 
R,  Emetic,  fine  pari  Kortholti,  interne. 

,Rc.  Cor- 
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R.  Corrofivum  liquidum  JCortholti,  ejufque  balfamuin 
vulnerarium. 

Hetfter,  Chirurg.  677.  de  oris  Is!  lahiorum  Carcinomate. 
Ulcus  cancrofum,  vel  depafcens  fetidum  in  labiis  fa:pe  ori- 
tur fine  tumore  prasvio  :  unde  acris  eademque  peflimi  odoris  fa. 
nies  profluit,  qu»  non  modo  labium,  fed  univerfam  quoque 
faciem  miferum  in  modum  erodit  &  pleruraque  labio  inferiori 
infidet. 

Nafcitur  miferabile  hoc  vitium  nafci  folet  a  peculiari  quadam 
fanguinis  acrimonia,  quae  in  fpongiofis  illis  ac  glandulofis  parti- 
bus  hasret  atque  infpiffatur. 

Oriuntur  a  morfu,  ic1;u,  punftura,  lapfu,  contufione,  fiflura 
a  gelido  a;re,  Hiberno  tempore,  dente  acuto  odontalgia. 

Medicamenta  in  peffimis  his  vitiis,  parum.  &  plerumque  nihil 
proficiunt.'' 

Ad  proximas  partes  malum  ferpit,  denudat  maxillas,  erodit 
collum  &  peftus,  mifere  tandem  flrangulat  hominem. 

Heijieri  Comp,  PraSiic,  cap.  xii.  §  27.  adji 

Ad  obftrudiones  ab  humoribus  vifcidis  merito  referuntur 
glandularum  tumores,  fcirrhi  &  tandem  carcinomata  five  can- 
crofi  afFedus,  qui  omnes  ab  obftrudione  vaforum,  &  prasfertim 
in  glandulis  ab  humoribus  craflis  vifcidis,  tanquam  caufa  pro- 
pinqua  fuara  originem  ducunt;  quibus  vero  in  cancrofis  affec- 
tibus  peculiaribus  quaji  vaienata  acrimonia  rodens,  cujus  na- 
tura  haftenus  perfpici  &  curari  nondum  potuit  accedit,  qua 
dolores  rodentes  fape  vehementiflimi  &  partium  lasfarum  ac 
vicinarum  erofiones  five  ulcera  concitantur. 

Scirrhi  mcdicamentis  raro  ac  difficulter  digeruntur  k  cu- 
raatur. 

Cancri  vero  vix  unquam  8c  rarifllime. 

Ubi  in  tempore  partes  vitiatse  exciduntur,  aliqua  falutis  /pes 
fuperefle  videtur:  prsefeftirn  fi  mediqamentis  fimul  convenien- 

tibus 
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tibus  fanguis  corruptus  expurgatur  ac  emendatur:  id  quod  tamen 
quam  difficillime  obtinetur. 

Hinc  fit  ut  vicium  priftlnum  frequentifllme,  imo  fere  fempcr 
redeat". 

Simulatque  jam  medicamenta  repriraentia  aut  digerentia  in- 
jiciuntur,  quam  celerrime  malum  increfcit,  ufque  adeo,  ut  ne 
vel  integer  quidera  annus,  qui  line  medicina  fqit,  tantum  do- 
loris  ac  tumoris  incrementum  adduxerit,  quantum  poft  adhibita 
medicamenta  unicus  menfis  progignit. 

Malum  eft  peffimum. 

In  proghofi  ita  habet. 

Arina  Aiijiriaca,  Liidonjici  XIV.  Galliarum  regis  mater, 
carcinoma  in  mamma  contraxerat,  omnes  chirurgi  excitati  fue-, 
runt,  ut  medicamentis  earn  fanarent;  nihil  tamen  quidquam 
conamina  ifta  omnia  profecerunt. 

Nulluin  adhuc  dum  ad  inventum  eft  medicamentum,  a  quo 
certam  falutis  fpem  petere  liceat. 

Cancri  occulti  fatis  diu  fine  graviori  moleftia  a  robuftis  & 
temperanter  viventibus  fuftineri  poffunt. 

Si  irritantur  illico  peffima  mala  fupervenlunt. 

Hoc  malum  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  curationem  recipere  con- 
firmant  Hippocrates,  Celfiis,  Fabricius  Hildanus,  aliique  nobi- 
liflimi  medici. 

Prolapfus  tunica;  vaginae,  pro  vera  uteri  procidentia  falfo 
habita,  non  nifi  poft  mortem  Veritas  inventa. 

Permittit  fcarificationem  in  procidentia  uteri,  ligaturam  fu- 
neftam  fuiffe  dicit. 

Non  uterum  modo  prolapfum  fine  vitae  periculo  excifum  quan- 
doque  effe,  teftibus  Carpo  &  Parso,  1.  xxiii.  cap.  41 . 

Sed  ipfas  quoquc  mulieres  iftas  utero  licet  deftitutas  &  con- 
cipere,  &  in  lucem  edere  foetum  aliquem  potuiffe,  aliqui 
dixerunt. 

Do  utero  ablato  negat  Heifterus,  concedit  vero  de  vagina 
prolapfa  ac  ablata. 

Morgagni 
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Morgagni  dc  Sedibus  <J  Caiifu  Morborum  iii.  44. 
y.  B.  Cortejius  fcite  dixit: 

Non  fequi  femper,  quod  morbus  cognitus  illico  curetur, 
idque  pra-cipue  ratione  malignitatis  fua;,  cancri  potiffimum  ex- 
emplo  ufuSj  qui  quamvis  ab  omnibus  cognofcatur,  nihilo  minus 
laro  curatur,  &  fane  dicit  ipfe  Morgagni,  vix  nonnunquara  ac- 
^idit,  ut  felix  undique  ea  curatio  fit. 

Uterus  an  faltem  nonnunquam,  falva,  &  quomodo  muliere, 
cxcifus  fit,  pag.  484.  cohceditur,  exemplo  a  Sandenio  addufto, 
in  Diff. 

Qui  affirmant  funt  G»  W.  Wedelius,  in  Diff.  de  procidentia 
ijteri, 

Slevogtius,  in  Diff.  Sandenii  de  prolapfu  uteri,  quas  mulier 
feliciter  fuit  reftituta  Jens.  Abr.  Feterus,  Diff.  de  Sarcom.  e 
|)udendo  muliebri. 

Moliuettus,  in  Diff.  an.  Path.  "  De  tutiffimam  femper  effe 
"  expertam  &  adhibiiiffe  pluries,  dici^  uteri  amputandi  rationera 

in  vetulis  praefertim," 

Ad  h^EC  verba  bene  monet  Morgagnus,  fufpicionem  erroris 
augere  videtur  perpetua  ilia  curationis  felicitas. 

De  Uteri  Sedlione,  vid.  Schenck,  obf.  1.  iv.  fol.  7x2.. 

De  Procidentia  &  ex  Sedione  non  lethali  E.  N.  Cur. 
Vol.  I.  obf.  80.  pag.  152. 

Uteri  prolapfus '  verus  ac  inverfio  negari  non  poteft.  Com. 
litt.  Nor.  1 73 1,  p. 3 1 2, 

Am.  Storck,  Archiater  Viennenfis  A"  1757,  experimenta 
fecit  cum  cicuta  njulgari  ad  fcirrhofos  &  cancrofos  affedus,  in 
libello  fuo  de  cicuta  plufquam  viginti  cafus  felices  adducit,  &  in 
capita  iii.  103.  h-ec  coroUari  fecit. 

I.  Ex  fucco  cicutas  lento  igne  infpiffato  parari  remediun? 
maxime  innocuura,  quod  in  omni  temperamento,  a:tate  fexusJ^ 
ffc,  ad  fatis  magnam  dofim  poteft  exhiberi, 

3.  HoQ 
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2.  Hoc  remedium  nullam  corporis  aftionem,  fecretionera  au^ 

jxcretionem  turbat. 

-  Ac^lt  mode  infcnfibili  nec  alvum,  nec  vomit\iin,  nec  urinam, 

nec  fudorem  mpvet. 

4.  Indurata  &  fcirrhofa  in  iis  etiam  cafibus  refolvit,  ubi  alia 
remediamaximcpenetrantia  nihili  efficiunt.  Eft  igitur  remedi- 
um maxime  refolvens. 

5.  Quce  non  refolvit,  ea  plerumque  ad  bcnignara  fuppurationen^ 

redigit. 

6.  Cancro  ponit  limites. 

7.  Acre  cancrofum  emendat  Joetorem  difpellit, 

8.  Ichorem  cancrofum  in  bonum  pus  convertit^ 
,       9.  Sedat  dolores. 

10.  Cancrum  curat. 

J  I.  Ulcera  alia  infanabilia  fanat. 

1 2.  Fiftulas,  finus,  ad  omnia  alia  remedia  rebelles  claudit,  con- 
folidat. 

15.  Tumores  cedematofos  ufu  externo  diffipat. 

14.  Vifum,  cataraaa  nondum  invetera,  dentum  quandoquc 

leftituit. 

'15.  Incipientes  cataradas  aut  folvit,  aut  earum  progrefTum  fal, 
*em  impedit. 

16.  Fhthificis  non  obefle,  nec  fputa  impedire,  fed  ea  potius 
j)romovere. 

JnL  Storck,  in  fecundo  Libello  de  Cicuta,  1 76 1 ,  edito  confirmat 
priora,  ac  in  dedicatione  ad  Imperatricem  ait : 

Nunc  pofle  diriiTimos  morbos  fola  cicuta  levari,  curan. 

Multi  nunc  fervantur  a:gri  qui  fine  hoc  rcmedio  interiiffent. 

Quo  fspius  cicutam  aegris  exhibeo,  eo  majorem  fempcr  in  hac 
planta  virtutem,&  effieaciam  admiror. 

'  In  capite  fecundo  hujus  libelli  defcribit  37  cafiis  jrgrorum  quos 
cicuta  fanavit  ex  fua  propria  expcrientia,  quorum  9  fcirrhi,  3  can- 
cri,  3  ulccra,  4arthrit.  fcronhulx,  i  fpin.  vcntofa,  1  ekptiantiafis, 

^  3  flour 
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3  fluor  albus,  2  tumores  hypoc.  2  rachitis,  1  fcabies,  i  tinea,  i 
cardialg.  2  tumores  lymphat.  2  cataraftse,  i  lues  venerea. 

Cicuta  1 82  in  ceplialgiis.  Sterilitas,  phthifis  fcrophularis,  by- 
drops,  &c.  ulcera  foedillima,  finus  &  fiftulas  maxima  pertinaccs 
fola  cicuta  plerumque  feliciter  debellavi,  fanavi. 

Obtigerunt  tamen  &  mihi  cafus  in  quibus  cicuta  non  profuit, 
ufu  quamvis  longo  &  larga  dofi  adhibita. 

Ab  aliis  medicis  fuppeditata  funt ;  ex  litteris  &  tcftimoniis  19 
prafticorum. 

Scrophulofos,  ftrumofofque  fere  innumeros  fola  cicuta  curavi. 

In  annofa  arthritide,  inveterate  rheumatifmo,  lue  venerea,  fur- 
ditate  melancolia  triftiflima,  ferpigine  fmubus  &  iifiulis  pcrtinaci- 
bosfpina  ventofa  261  epilepfia. 

Circa  uteri  ulccra  car.crofa  quatuor  habui  foeminas,  quas 
cicuta  optinie  fanavit,  plures  alias  habuit  verum  eag  nequaquam 
reftituit. 

Cicuta  cancrum  curat,  id  multiplici  experientia  convedlus  vidi, 
nec  tamen  alTero  omne  inde  cancrum  curari. 

Iterum  dat  22  cafus  felices  ubi  cicutae  profuit :  1  in  ftranguria, 
1  ferpigine,  2  fcirrho,  2  vomit,  contin.  1  ulcus,  ftrumarum  eft 
remedium,  i  noli  me  tangere,  i  tumor  in  inguine,  3  fpina  ven- 
tofa, I  glanduljE  fcirrhofas  in  collo,  i  pruritus,  i  hypochondria 
tenfa,  i  rachitis,  1  uteri  hasmorrhagia,  i  cachexia,  3  cancri,  1 
fiuor  albus,  i  gonorrhcca,  i  cardialgia, 

Dedit  cicutam  ad  '^iv.  in  una  dofi, 

Cicuta  fundit  fcirrhos  etiam  antiques,  40  cancrum  curat  a'ut 
cmendat  ejus  acrimoniam,  pufque  bonum  inducit  fopit  dolores. 

Storck,  in  lib,  de  Stramonio,  p.  3,  Cicuta  diffipari  ^t,  veros 
inveteratofque  fcirrhos  &  cancfos  exulceratos, 

M.  Gataker  well  obferves,  that  it  is  fqrprifing  how  fueh  acol- 
leftion  of  cures  fhould  come  from  a  phyfician  of  the  Emprefs, 
when  fafts  do  not  confirm  thofe  accounts ;  the  experience  of 
others  is  quite  contrary  to  thofe  affertions.  In  this  kingdom  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  produced  any  remarkabld  advantage  in 

any 
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any  one  difeafe ;  the  extraft  was  fent  for  from  Dr.  Storck  him- 
felf,  but  in  the  ufe  differed  in  nothing  from  the  Englifli  Extraft. 

/  bave  kno'wn  hemlock  fail  in  fame  thoufands  of  injiahcesi  and 
have  never  fetn  it  cure  a  confirmed  cancer ;  7ior  coidd  I  receive 
certain  information,  luhen  at  Vienna,  that  any  perfon  twas  oQually 
cured  of  th  cancer  by  that  noxious  drug. 

A.  De  Haen,  in  Epiftola  de  Cicuta,  ad  CI.  Tralles,  14.6^. 
.  Accepit  pilulas  a  CI.  Van  Swieten.    Ejus  infelicitas  fuit,  ut 
quibus  cicutani  fpatio  anni  diraidii,  anni  integri  &  fefqui  alterius 
dederat,  eorundem  nulJi  fanefcerent,  plures  in  deteriora  laherentur^ 
unus  periret  alterque, 

Expcrimenta  auxit  ad  numerum  120;  cum  tandem  0.^0  femi- 
nae  periilTent,  ceterorumque  &  nemo  curarctur  &  multi  periora- 
rentur  ;  quumque  ex  Bohemia,  Germania,  Gallia,  AngUa,  Belgio 
Italia,  fimilia  infortunia  aut  litteris  perciperem,  aut  dilfertationi- 
bus  intelligerem  imprelfis,  ab  experimentis  novis  defiftendum  effc 
^rbitratus  fum ;  cicutam  &  inertem  elTe  &  noxiam  a  prsegreffis 
conviftus. 

Unde  feptuaginta  experiraenta  Breflavias  fada,  ex  illis  36  qui 
fcirrho  aut  cancro  laborarunt,  30  periere  miferrime  &  fex  incura- 
biles  manferunt,  neminem  curatum  fuifle. 

Storck  ^'SixvoiX.  fsepe  faepius.  Cicuta  Viennae  multiplici  experi- 
entia  fcirrhos  veros,  antiques,  inveteratos,  pertinaciflimos  refolvit, 
carat  cancros  ingentes,  exulceratos  fanat, 

-Cicuta  Viennenfis  fola  miranda  patrat,  indigena  aliarum  regi- 
•num  curare  nuUos  poteft. 

De  dofi  notandum  a  granis  ij.  de  die  ad  240  gr.  afcendit 
Storck  ipfe. 

Innofocomio  quodam  integra  libra  extrafti,  longo  tempore 
'fuit  propinata  abfque  vel  minima  mutatione  in  fomno  vel  excre- 
tionibus,  ubinam  virtus. 

Hoc  remedium  nullam  corporis  aaionem,  fecretionem  aut  ex- 
cretionem  turbat,  agit  modo  infenfibili  nec  alyum,  nec  vomitum, 
nec  fudorem  movet.  Here  is  Storck  flatly  contradifled  by  De 
Haen,  a  court  phyfician  at  Vienna. 

'  R.  A. 


190 


A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 


i2.  A.  Vogel,  de  CognoJ'ccndis  l£  Curandis  Morbis,  ii.  318, 

Cancer  pcfTimum  tumoris  vel  ulceris  genus  eft,  quod  noii  modd 
Spgrum  d'iu  atque  miferabiliter  affligit,  fed  et  mcdicum  ac  chirur- 
gum  maximopere  exercet,  dum  omnium  pene  remediorum  viiii 
pertinacitcr  eludit. 

Verum  tarde  admodum  fieri  fcirrhi  tranfitura  in  Cancrum  nof- 
cendum :  itemque  afljduos  fere  ac  fasviffimos  dolores  a  carcinomatc 
aperto  generari. 

Omnis  cancer  manifeftus  h.  e.  exulceratus  a;grum  lente  oppri- 
init  &  confumit,  inter  fsviffimos  cruciatus,  hefticamqne  febrem. 

Per  difficilis  non  folum  eft  carcinomatis,  tarn  occulti,  quam 
multo  magis  exulcerati  curatio  :  fed  &  perpauca  adhuc  funt  rc- 
perta  medicamenta,  quae  durifllmum  malum  fuperent. 

Cicuta  lugubres  in  corpore  effedus  edidit; 

Belladonna  potentior  in  fcirrhofum  curatione,  fed  fuis  premi- 
tur  etiam  noxiis,  laudat  aquam  calcis  vivas  &  mercurium  fub- 
limatuin  corrofivum.  Quern  cancrum  hjec  non  curant  alias  certc 
lion  curatuta  funt; 

Cancer  fungofus  nullam  fere  curationem  per  remedia  ad- 
inittit, 

De  Haen,  in  Epiji.  de  Cicuta,  p.  31.  Belladonna  ex  claroruni 
virorum  eonfilio  a  medata  cancrofis,  eundem  efFeftum  edidit, 
fceminarum  cum  interitu  vide  DeHaenii  experimenta.  Rat.  Med; 
Tom.  II.  p.  45i  46. 

F.  Boijfier  de  Sawvages,  Nofol.  meth.  ii.  547, 

Principium  procgumenon  carcinomatis  vulgo  cenfetur  virus 
proprium,  cujus  agendi  modus  ex  nullis  principiis  mechanicis  in- 
telligiturj  adeoque  theoria  hujus  morbi  eft  obfcuriftlma,  &  medela 
ex  antidotis  non  vero  rcmediis  rationalibus  expeflanda. 

Carcinoma  vulgare;  vulgo  pro  chronico  &  infanabili  ha- 
betur. 

Extra£ltm  cicuta  apud  MonfpcUenfes  frujlra fuit  ufurpatum. 
r  hieutaudy 
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Lieutaud,  Prax.  i.  ^34; 

Tametfi  cancrum  mammarum  plane  indomabilem  eflc  expen- 
Witia  conftat :  nonnulla  tamen  experiri  licet  prafidia. 
De  cicuta;  viribus  fiib  noftro  coclo  nondum  conftat. 

C.  G.  Lttd-wig,  Inft.  Chirurg.  65.  68, 

Peffima  eft  fanies  cancrofa,  qax  corruptionis  fpacelofe  vehc- 
mentiam  longe  fiiperat. 

Partes  vicinas  irritat  &  inficit,  vafa  lymphatica  ftringitj  humo- 
rem  contentum  inguinat,  fed  cum  toto  corpore  commiinicatur  & 
labem  univerfalem  inducit. 

Ulcera  cancrofa  nonnunquam  contagiofa  fieri  pofTunt. 

Scirrhus  benignus  ufque  ad  fiimmam  astatem  quiefcere  potefti 

Mr.  Guy  performed,  fince  1755,  his  cures  by  a  medicine 
known  by  the  name  of  M.  Plunket's  poultice  :  he  makes  a  fecret 
ti  his  manner  of  dreifmg. 

The  induration  of  a  fcirrhus  is  fo  exceffively  great  as  to  ren- 
der it  incurable  by  refolution. 

Whatever  incites  the  motion  of  the  humors  and  quickens  the 
circulation,  as  palfioiis  of  the  mind,  errors  in  diet,  motions  of  the 
body,  bruifes,  falls,  fevers,  &c.,  may  change  a  benign  fcirrhus 
into  a  deplorable  cancer. 

We  fhould  be  induced  early  to  attempt  the  cure  of  a  fcirrhus, 
though  it  be  not  troublefome,  for  fear  of  v/hat  may  happen. 

Scirrhufes  that  cannot  be  difperfed,  there  is  no  other  way  left 
to  free  the  patients  from  their  complaints  but  by  the  knife,  or'  my 
(Mr.  Guy's)  n^ethod. 

He  recommends  no  internal^  medicincis,  as  not  belonging  to  his 
branch  of  bufinefs. 

'    External  applications  of  the  beft  authors,  &c. 

It  is  evident  that  the  cure  of  fcirrhus  is  one  of  the  moft  difficult 
things  in  tlie  whole  art  of  furgery,  beeaufe  the  offending  morbid 

matter 


193  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

matter  of  this  difeafe  lies,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  bounds  of  circu- 
lation, whence  it  cannot  receive  the  proper  effefts  of  the  remedies 
made  ufe  of.  ' 

From  the  general  confequences  of  leaving  fcirrhufes  to  nature, 
it  will  be  found,  that  in  twenty  c|fes  eighteen  will  turn  out 
cancers  fooner  or  later. 

Belladonna,  given  without  any  good  fuccefs,  is  no  fpeclfic 
in  cancerous  cafes. 

In  two  years  time,  in  more  than  a  hundred  fcirrhous  and  can- 
cerous  cafes,  he  cured  them  without  failing  in  ten  inftances. 

He  pretends  that  his  medicamei^ts  draw  out  the  very  roots 
of  the  cancers. 

yix.Tho.Gataker,  in  lyjyjpubliflaed  his  Treatife  on  Solanum, 
in  the  ElTays  on  Medical  Subjedls. 

The  folanum  belladonna  nightfiiade  may  be  always  tried  wit': 
perfeft  fafety. 

In  fome  obftinate  and  very  painful  fores,  attended  with  a  tliih 
acrimonious  difcharge,  it  is  capable  ofgiving  relief  in  a  pioll  ex- 
traordinary manner. 

Concerning  the  hemlock,  he  fays,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  ex- 
traordinary virtues  from  this  plant,  particularly  in  cancerous 
cafes  ;  nor  can  the  inefficacy  of  it  in  that  refped  be  too  fully  htoiv/i, 
in  order  that  the  ifual  methods  of  palliating  or  nUe'ving  theft 
complaints  may  he  omitted. 

A  gain  ft  Mr.  Guy\  Cures  of  Cancers, 

There  are  no  roots  in  the  cancer  exifting  bur  in  imagination. 

The  extirpating  or  curing  cancers,  with  applications  that  draw 
out  the  cancer's  roots,  was  one  of  the  chief  pretences  of  Mr." 
Plunket,  an  Irifh  empiric,  who  was  the  firft  that  brought  this  me- 
thod of  praflice  to  be  taken  much  notice  of  in  England.  He 
underftood  nothing  of  furgery.  -  * 

Mr.  Guy  parchafed  the  fecret  of  Plunket's  poultice. 

As 
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As  to  the  pretended  merit  of  the  medicine  in  performing  its 
operation  without  lofs  of  blood,  it  is  the  nature  of  all  caufticsto 
aft  in  that  fame  manner. 

The  pains  in  Mr.  Guy's  proceedings  are  not  only  as  fevere  as 
almoft  any  pain  that  can  be  fuffered  by  the  kuife,  but  js^orfe  by 
the  tedious  duration  of  it. 

From  his  cafes  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  certain  or  fatisfaflorjr 
judgment. 

Ohfewations  on  the  Solanum  Belladonna  Nightjhade. 

There  are  three  forts — the  common  or  garden,  and  the  deadly 
nightlhade,  and  the  bitter,  fv/eet,  or  woody  nightfhade, 

Mr.  Guy  tried  the  garden  nightfhade  in  two  cancerous  cafes, 
foul  and  painful  ulcers,  obftinate  pains  in  particular  parts  of  the 
body,  fcorbutic  eruptions,  and  other  common  diforders. 

The  quantity  of  one  grain  in  weight  of  the  leaf  infufed  in  an 
ounce  of  boiling  water,  and  the  liquor  afterwards  ftrained,  and 
taken  at  bed-time,  would  fometimes  have  a  confiderable  effeft ; 
but  that  two  or  three  grains  feldom  failed  either  to  vomit,  fweat, 
or  purge  the  patient  moderately,  or  to  increafe  the  quantity 
ef  urine. 

The  mod  common  efFedls  that  I  have  obferved  to  iffue  upoi\ 
taking  this  medicine  were,  a  heat  or  warmth  difFufed  in  a  few 
hours  over  the  body,  a  plentiful  fweat  fucceeded  this  heat,  and 
fometimes  a  gentie  purging  the  next  day.  If  a  fweat  did  not 
break  out,  an  extraordinary  difcharge  of  urine  was  generally  the 
•onfequence,  and  fometimes  followed  likewifeby  a  purging. 

One  or  more  of  the  natural  evacuations  were  almoft  always 
incrcafed. 

The  dofe  increafed  .to  twelve  grains. 

Thcfrefh  leaves  of  the  deadly  nightfhade,  bruifed  and  applied 
to  the  breaft,  have  been  found  very  efficacious  in  cancerous  tu- 
mors.   Vid.  Wdloiighby,  apud  Raj.  Hift.  plant.  680. 

Vol.  I.  O  Ifi 
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Is  recommended  in  dyfenteries  by  Lima-us,  Mat.  Med» 
i  95- 

Junker,  in  Confp.  Chirurg.'p.  314,  fpcaks  of  two  cafes  of  can- 
cers cured  by  it. 

Dr.  Latnbergen,  in  an  oration  at  Groningen,  1754,  gave  an 
account  of  a  cancer  in  a  woman's  breaft  that  had  been  radically 
cured  by  an  infufion  of  the  deadly  nightlhade. 

Mr.  Gaiahr  {dys,  he  is  far  from  being  convinced  that  the  in- 
fufion of  nightlhade  will  cure  a  confirmed  cancer,  though  it  is 
probable  that  great  advantages  will  be  found  from  it  in  fome 
cafes  that  feem  approaching  to  a  cancerous  ftate. 

I  have  the  fatisfaflion  to  think  that  fuccefs  attends  the  ufe  of 
it  in  fome  diforders ;  and  that  in  cafes  where  it  fails  to  cure,  it 
will  fometimes  at  leaft  afford  great  eafe  and  relief. 

It  has  not  been  fubjedl,  as  far  as  my  praftice  has  extended,  to 
produce  any  lafting  ill  confequence. 

Mr.  Gataker,  in  the  Supplement,  fays,  "  I  am  now  perfuaded 
that  there  is  very  little  reafon  to  believe  it  has  any  fpecific  powe 
for  the  cure  of  any  particular  difeafe  that  has  not  any  fuch  pecu^ 
liar  and  unaccountable  power  as  is  found  to  be  in  the  bark  foti 
the  cure  of  an  ague,  or  in  mercury  for  the  cure  of  the  venerea 
difeafe ;  bpt  as  it  is  a  great  promoter  of  moft  of  the  natural  dif- 
charges  of  the  body,  it  has  a  power  of  procuring  fleep  and 
gafing  pains. 

The  nightlhade,  in  a  paralytic  cafe,  feemed  to  be  very  fer- 
viceable. 

In  feveral  dropfical  cafes  the  nightlhade  had  good  effefl. 

HeiJIeri  Comp.  Medicina,  praftics  269. 

Alii  fuccum  belladonnas,  alii  folia  &  decoftum  ejus  &  ex- 
tcrne  &  interne  magnifaciunt  :  verum  fine  frudlu  haec  adhibita 
fuilTe  novi. 

Remede  eprouve  pour  guerir  radicalementlc  Cancer  occulta  & 
mauifefte  ou  ulcere, &c. par MeffireG. R. le Febure  de  St.  lid***. 

The 
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The  author  examined,  by  chemical  experiments,  the  ichor 
that  flowed  from  an  open  cancer  of  twO  patients,  which  fliewed 
different  efFe<fts. 

His  remedy  for  the  cancer  is  Jirfenic  taken  inwardly. 

Jacobi  ufcd  it  in  all  fevers,  principally  in  interniittents. 

Pitcatrn,  Zacutus  Lti/itantis,  &c.,  have  employed  it  in  dyfen- 
teries.  ^ 

Fallopius,  Penot,  Theodoric,  Valefcus,  and  others,  made  ufe  of  it 
as  topical  applications  in  cancerous  ulcers ;  yet  they  only  em- 
ployed it  as  a  cauftic,  and  frequently  mixed  it  with  corrofive 
fublimate. 

DiflTert.  Academique  fur  le  Cancfer,  which  obtained  the  double 
premium  propofed  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Lyons,  in 
1773.  By  Ber.  Peyrilhet  M.  D.  Royal  Profeffor  in  the  College 
of  Surgery  at  Paris. 

It  is  in  this  dilTertation  that  the  firft  account  is  given  of  the 
application  of fixed  air  to  the  cancer  as  a  method  of  cure,  whofe 
falutary  effefts  have  been  fince  afcertained  in  England  and 
France  by  feveral  experiments. 

Dr.  Guthrie,  of  Peterfburgh,  has  not  obferved  any  fenfibls 
benefit  produced  by  the  fixed  air  in  cancerous  cafes ;  but  in  old, 
fpreading,  ill-conditioned  ulcers  it  has,  in  many  inftances,  re- 
lieved the  pain,  brought  on  a  more  favourable  digeftion,  and 
much  improved  the  appearance  of  the  ulcers ;  and  in  fome  it  has 
cffeded  a  complete  cure, 

y.  O,  Juftamond.    Account  of  the  Methods  purfued  in  the 
.Treatment  of  cancerous  and  fcirrhous  Diforders,  and  other  In- 
durations. 

1.  R.  a  martial  tindure  with  fal  ammoniac,   ufed  as  a  wafli 
round  the  ulcer. 

2.  A  hemlock,  bath. 

^g.  A  preparation  of  arfenic  ufed  as  a  cauftic, 

O  a  ,  Againft 
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AgainftMr.  Gaiaker,  in  1757,  rofe  Vlt.  BromfelJ,  Surgeon 
to  St.  George's  Hofpital,  whole  experiments  widely  differ  from 
the  former. 

According  to  Mr.  Bromfield,  the  fymptoms  were  not  only  not 
relieved,  but  new  ones  were  often  brought  on,  and  the  patient's 
health  rather  injured  than  benefited. 

In  feveral  cafes  of  inflammation,  ulcers,  &c.,  where  this  me- 
dicine had  been  given,  it  often  occafioned  pains  in  the  fores, 
naufea,  complaints  of  the  head,  temporary  lofs  of  fight,  deli- 
rium, violent  vomitings,  gripings,  and  purgings,  and  even  death 
itfelf  to  one  perfon  under  his  own  infpeftion,  though  the  dofe  of 
the  garden  nightfhade  did  not  exceed  one  grain  at  a  time. 

It  feems  the  one  author  had  written  prejudiced  in  favor  of 
the  medicine,  and  the  other  fcems  to  Lave  had  his  prejudices 
againft  it. 

There  are  inconteftible  proofs  of  its  deleterious  qualities. 
Waltheri  Syl'va  Medica,  de  Cancro. 

Job.  Jgricola :  Pulvis  arfenici  compof.  ad  cancrum  egregius. 

Gahr,  Fallopiiu :  Arfenicura  cryftall.  fublimatum;  experientia 
f^epius  probatum. 

Greg.  Hcrfiius :  Arfenicum  cum  mere,  fublimato. 

O.  Maroldits :  R.  Mercurii  fublimati  5iv.  cum  fucco  apii, 
F.  ung. 

Glandorp.  19.  Ga^ofhyl,  in  cauflicum  lanfranci  ingreditur  ar- 
fenicum. 

Pecquet,  Paracelfus  etjam  ufi  funt. 

Plater  us,  Prax.  Med.  ii.  744.  habet  cauflicum  arfenici  &■  fub- 
limati. 

Pulvis  R«  Arfenici  cryflal.  5lj» 

Rad.  aronis  Bj.  F.  Pulvis. 

Alius  ex  pulvere  R.  Mercurii  fublimati  5j. 

Aq.  rofar." 

.  folani  a  glv.  parum  coque. 

R.  Arfenici  albi  fubtiliffime  pulverati. 

Part  I. 
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Part  I.  Rad.  ari  pt.  iv.  fuliginis  panim  ut  horum  trium  milli- 
one,  pulvis  modice  cinereus  vulgo  grifeus  fiat. 

Hie  pulvis  ad  craflitiem  dorfi  cukri  ulceri  cancrofo  infpergitur, 
cavendo  ne  bonam  carnem  tangat,  plurefqiie  addit  cantelas,  in- 
tra 1 8  dies  efchara  feparatur  a  fana  carne. 

Wi/emaus  Chir.  Treatlfe,  105. 

GuUo  has  commended  arfenic  powdered  and  fprinkled  daily 
upon  the  cancers. 

Ri'verius,  in  his  Obfervations,  tells  of  a  cancer  that  was  ex- 
tirpated by  the  following  Be.  Aq.  fort.  Bj.  Sublimati  crudi  gviij. 
Salis  armoniaci-§ij.  Arfenici  5j.  diftilled  ad  ficeitatem;  then 
the  caput  mortuum  powdered,  the  fame  weight  of  vinegar  put  to 
it,  and  diftilled  again  to  the  confiftence  of  a  foft  pafte  for  ufe. 

Oleum  arfenici,  aq.  regia,  oL  vitrioli,  lap.  cauftic.  Sec,  have 
been  propofed. 

Waldjchimd,  456. 

Timaus  omnia  habet  remedia  ad  cancrum. 
■  Barbette  commendat  quintam  efTentiam  arfenici,  fed  quis  eum 
imitetiir. 

Bc»  Rad.  ferpentar.  exficcata  redigatur  in  pulverem,  quantum 
lubet,  adde  arfenici  cryftallini  partem  tertiam,  fuliginis  camini 
parum,  mifceantur  optime.  Carcinoma  infpergatur  pulvere  die- 
to,  &  fiat  efchara,  quse  dccidit  circa  diem  duodecimam  per  fe, 
tunc  adhibe  emplaftrum,  &-c,' 

Sculteti  Armarnentar,  188. 

Dat  decoftum,  in  fine  haec.adnotat :  &■  notandum,  hujus  folnti- 
onis  decofti  crebrq  ufu,  multos  ab  cxukerati  carcinomatis  dolori- 
bus  liberates,  plurefque  a  nondum  exulcerato  r  fuiffe  curatos, 
lia;c  obiter  de  decofto. 

Poft  excifionem  mammas  elapfis  1 2  diebus,  duos  turaores  fub 
axilla  infignes  reliquit  topicis  refolvcndos,  chirurgus  applicuit 
caufticum  ex  arfenico  paratum. 

Cancer  curatus,  extraflo  hcllcbori  nigri  9j.  crcm.  tart.  9fs. 
coaf.  hamcch.  5vj. 

I '  Conclusion. 
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Conclusion  /5  //;^  Breajl  Difeafes,  and  Cancers, 

The  obfervations  on  the  the  theory  and  praftice  of  relieving 
cancers,  &c.,  are  new,  they  are  not  drawn  from  any  lights  hi- 
therto delivered  by  other  writers,  ancient  or  modern,  but  pofi- 
lively  from  my  own  long  experience  and  refleftion.  The  difor- 
der,  like  many  others,  has  never  been  fcientifically  inveftigated  ; 
the  caufes  of  difficulties,  or  impoffibility  of  cure,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  have  never  before  been  afcertained ;  but  the  anatomical 
inveftigations  which  I  have  made  on  thefe  fubjefts,  clearly  de- 
tnonftrate  the  irrationality  of  expeding  a  cure  under  any  circum- 
fiances,  except  in  the  firft  or  fecond  ftage  of  the  diforder.  It 
might  be  aiked  quo  ufu  ?  I  anfwer,  the  mofl  important.  If  the 
caufes  of  difbrders,  and  reafons  of  their  eafe  or  difficulty  of  cure, 
were  more  clearly  underftood,  there  would  be  lefs  room  for  un- 
reafonable  expeftatipn  in  patients,  and  lefs  opportunities  for  im- 
poftors  to  delude  fociety  with  fallacious  promifes. 

I  have  diredted  my  whole  life  to  a  zealous  attention  to  anato- 
mical denionftrations,  and  I  intend,  in  my  Schola  medicina  to 
deliver,  in  the  mofl:  explicit  manner,  the  fruits  of  all  my  la- 
bours, and  to  determine,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  neceflity  of 
treating  all  diforders  according  to  the  different  conftirutions 
and  fl:ate  of  blood,  &c.  &:c.  after  reafoning  on  the  caufes  of  dif- 
eafes, from  their  abfolute  and  certain  efFefts,  or  appearances  after 
death.  Such  demonftrations  and  medical  facts  will,  in  time, 
overturn  all  vain  imaginary  hypothefes,  and  render  the  praftice 
of  phyfic  more  clear  and  intelligible, 
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Cur  igitur  nefas  reperiri  aliquid  a  nobis  quod  ante 
non  fuerit  ? 


I, 


INTRODUCTION. 


To  preferve  a  remarkable  inftance  of  cure 
in  the  fcirrhous  and  cancerous  ulcer  of  the 
womb,  an  ulcer  of  the  redlum,  &c.,  when 
the  moft  fkilful  phyficians,  by  purfuing  the 
common  modes  of  pradic^,  failed;  are  the 
fubfequent  letters  introduced, 

Thefe  diforders  have  been,  and  are,  uni- 
verfally  confidered  incurable,  and,  in  many 
inftances,  this  is  the  truth ;  but  as  the  fol- 
lowing cafe  was  cured  by  the  means  commu- 
nicated, and  as  other  cafes  fmce  have  been 
cured  by  fimilar  means  ;  the  omiffion  of  fuch 
fads,  however  extraordinary  they  may  ap- 
pear, would  have  been  a  violation  to  huma- 
nity. What  has  happened  may  happen.  As 
the  gentle  modes,  recommended  can  do  no 
mifchief,  and  as  they  have  fucceeded,  and 
may  hereafter  fucceed,  it  is  a  fufficient  jufti- 

fication 
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fication  to  the  author  for  re-pubUfliing  the 
letters.    It  is  not  to  gratify  refentment  that 
they  were  ever  publiflied  j  but  to  ferve  fo- 
ciety,  by  fubmitting  it  to  mankind,  whether 
improvements,  or  even  attempts  at  improve- 
ment, fliould  not  be  candidly  received  ?  and 
not,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe,  violently  op- 
pofed.    It  is  the  common  fate  of  improvers 
to  be  loaded  with  fcurrility  and'  rancorous 
cenfure  :  it  is  the  duty  of  the  cenfured,  un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  to  be  vigilant,  and  rife 
fiiperior  to  the  fliafts  of  envy.    No  perfon 
who  difcovers,  or  wilhes  to  difcover,  what 
hath  been  before  unknown,  has  any  right  to  - 
expea  more  candor  than  former  diftinguifhed 
improvers  have  experienced.    An  ambitious 
zeal  to  excel,  will  ever  produce  envious  ca- 
lumniators :  the  moft  benevolent  friends  of 
human  nature  have,  at  firft,  been  treated  as 
enemies  to  fociety;  not  becaufe  the  detrac- 
tors thought  them  fo,  butbecaufe  it  is  expe- 
dient, in  the  opinion  of  the  ^ff^^^^f 
fuperior  merit  Ihoiild  be  crufhed,  left  the  af- 
fumed  pretenfions  of  thofe,  who  Ihine  m 
the  common  beaten  paths  of  erroneous  prac 
tice,  Ihould  be  obfcured. 


LETTER,  &c 


SIR, 

We  cannot  be  too  folicitous  to  corred:  the 
errors  of  a  profeffion,  which  has  nothing  lefs 
than  the  reftitution  of  health,  or  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Hfe  for  its  objed:s.    The  practice 
of  phyfic,  you  well  know,  Sir,  in  its  moft 
improved  flate,  is  often  ineffed:ual  to  attain 
thefe  important  ends ;  and  when  this  hap- 
pens, we  can  only  lament  the  uncertainty  of 
a  defective  art.    Failures  of  this  kind  are, 
however,  blamelefs,  becaufe  they  are  invo- 
luntary :  but  if  a  phyfician  fuffers  the  inter- 
polition  of  any  private  view,  to  fruftrate  the 
utility  of  what  is  really  known,  he  gives  a 
fliock  to  humanity,  and  deferves  the  fevereft 
cenfures.    An  imperious  opinion  of  one's 

own 
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own  (kill  is  often  the  caufe  of  errors  of  this 
nature.  A  great  reputation  inclines  the  poffef- 
for  to  difapprove  of  any  difcovery  which  is  not 
of  his  own  acquiiition.  Men  are  too  apt 
to  make  their  own  knpwledge  the  criterion 
of  perfedtion.  But  it  lliould  be  reme'Tibered, 
that  wliten  an  art  is  imperfed,  it  is  of  courfe 
improveable,  and  that  one  may  difcover,  what 
may  have  efcaped  the  greateft  penetration  and 
judgment  of  another.  A  conftant,  an  honeft 
incHnation,  therefore,  of  warmly  embracing 
every  probable  means  of  effediing  the  great 
intentions  of  the  profeffion,  fhould  always 
a(5luate  a  phyfician.  The  greatefl  abilities. 
Sir,  have  but  a  partial  pretenfion  to  fame, 
where  this  inclination  is  wanting — they  may 
raife  the  admiration  of  the  world  j  but  it  is 
the  relief  of  patients  that  muft  make  them 
refped:able. 

It  is  no  pleafure  to  me,  Sir,  that  I  have 
an  occafion  to  addrefs,  in  this  public  manner, 
a  gentleman  of  your  diftinguiflied  charader 
in  the  profeffion:  but  your  extraordinary 
condud,  in  a  late  unfortunate  event,  obliges 
me  to  introduce  to  public  view  circumftances 
that  affed  both  our  charaders. 

Some 
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Some  fiiccefs  which  had  happily  attended 
my  treatment  of  cancers  of  the  breafts,  and 
other  parts,  being  known  to  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  recommended 
by  a  lady  of  quality  to  attend  the  late  Lady 

II  ..    As  you  then  vifited  her  -Lady- 

Ihip,  it  was  fubmitted  to  your  determination, 
whether  the  reafons  of  my  recommendation 
were  worthy  of  your  attention,  or  their  ex- 
pectations.  You  objedted  to  the  propofal  of 
the  noble  friends  of  the  deceafed  Lady,  who 
had  nothing  in  view  but  the  moft  affed:ionate 
wifhes  for  her  Ladyfliip's  relief.  You  faid 
on  that  occafion.  Sir,  *'  T^^z/  you  thought  it 
*'  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  admit  a  ftran- 
**  ger  J  that  I  might  i?icreafe  her  Lady/hip* s 
*'  pain;  and  that  you  did  ?20t  think  it  pojjible 
"  that  any  relief  could  be  obtained.  , 

Thefe  opinions  of  a  phyfician,  eminently 
diflinguifhed  in  the  profeffion,  could  not 
fail  of  anfwering  their  purpofes.    The  idea 
of  more  pain,  to  a  lady  already  in  extreme 
torture,  joined  with  the  word  flranger^  alarm- 
ed  the  apprehenfions   of  hfer  Ladylhip's 
I  friends,  and  effedually  prevented  my  being 
i  confulted  in  fo  important  an  affair.  An'af- 
i  fair, 
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fair,  Sir,  in  which  your  reputation  was  fo 
highly  concerned,  that  even  from  motives  of 
common  prudence,  it  might  be  naturally  fup- 
pofed,  you  would  have  carefully  avoided  every 
imputation  that  could  in  the  leaft  affed  your 
charadter. 

In  confequence  of  your  objedions,  Lady 
^(/[ary  F —  waited  on  the  lady,  by  whom  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  recommended ,  and,  af- 
ter returning  her  Ladyfhip  thanks,  related 
your  difapprobation  of  my  affiftance.  Were, 
the  motives  of  your  condudt  confined  to 
yourfelf,  I  fhould  be  lilent  on  the  fubjedl : 
but  as  they  may  have  an  extenfive  influence 
in  the  profeffion,  and  may  in  fome  infl-ances 
prove  deftru<5tive  to  fociety,  it  becomes  abfo- 
lutely  necejGTary  to  fubjedl  them  to  public  ob- 
fervation.  Previous,  however,  to  any  par- 
ticular animadverfions,  lam  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  relating  the  following  well-authen- 
ticated fad,  becaufe  it  was  the  very  reafon 
of  my  being  fo  warmly  propofed.  The  pub- 
lic will  then  be  enabled  to  determine,  whe- 
ther your  oppofition  to  me,  Sir,  was  con- 
fiftent  with  that  humanity  and  care  which 

fliould 
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{houW  conftantly  influence  the  pradice  of  a 
phyfician. 

In  the  "year  1767,  M.  S.,  a  lady  in  the 
country,  perceived  fome  fmall  eruptions  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  Ikin.  Dr.  Bates,  a  phy- 
fician  efteemed  in  the  neighbourhood,  pre- 
fcribed  a  lotion.  Afterwards,  by  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Edmonds,  a  Ikilful  furgeon,  a  quick- 
filver  girdle  was  worn.  This  was  perfifted 
in  a  Gonfiderable  time,  and  the  eruptions  dif-* 
appeared. 

In  the  year  1768  many  eruptions  re-ap- 
peared, and  were  troublefome  on  any  confi- 
derable  motion  or  exercife.  Several  medi- 
cines being  adminiflered  without  any  benefit, 
the  lady  was  advifed  to  gQ  to  Brighthelm- 
ftone,  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  drink  fait  wa- 
ter. She  likewife  bathed  at  a  certain  period^ 
which,  though  very  hazardous,  has  been  too 
often  advifed  by  unfkilful  praditioners  near 
the  fea. 

Thefe  methods  produced  a  great  relaxation 
without  curing  the  eruptions,  and  probably 
laid  the  foundation  of  thofe  complaints,  which 
afterwards  became  fo  dangerous  and  alarm- 
ing. A  pain  was  foon  felt  near  the  neck  of 
5  the 
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the  vejtca  urinaria  ;  and  this  was  fuccecded 
by  a  fwelling,  which  frequently  fuppreffed 
the  urine. 

From  this  tinme  the-fymptoms  became 
more  violent  j  the  pain  in  the  tumor  was  fo 
cxquifite,  that*the  lady  was  frequently  de- 
prived of  reft.  Dr.  Bates  prefcribed  the 
common  uterine  remedies,  judicioufly  think- 
ing, as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  family, 
the  cafe  to  be  an  tdcer  of  the  bladder,  or  a- 
fcirrhus  of  the  uterus. 

Thefe  complaints  gradually  increafed  for 
two  or  three  years ;  and  the  lady  finding  no 
relief  from  any  remedy  which  was  prefcribed 
by  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  country  in 
which  (lie  refided,  it  was  thought  neceffary 
to  confult  another  phyfician.  Dr.  Smith,  a 
gentleman  of  diftinguiflied  eminence,  and  one 
of  our  profelTors  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
was  accordingly  confulted. 

At  this  time  the  lady  was  incapable  of  ufing 
any  exercife  without  pain.  The  urine  was 
fometimes  fuppreffed;  at  others,  it  iffued  in- 
voluntarily, commonly  occafioning  great  un- 
eafinefs*  There  was  a  fanious  difcharge, 
which  was  confiderable,  and  fharp  darting 

pains 
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pains  like  labor.  Dr.  Smith  prefcribed  as 
follows : 

Be.  Emuls.  commun.  fine  facch.  ppt.  |lfs. 
Sperm,  cet.iri  muc.  g.  Arab,  folut. 
Terr.  rub.  biriftol.  fubHlifs,  livigau 
£als.  Canadens.  folut.  iaa.  B'u 
Tindh  Stypt.  Eaton,  ver. 
I   Cinnam. 

Syr.  alth.  aa.  5i.  m.  f.  Haiift.  fiiniend.  6  quaq.  hora.  Bibat 
aq.  pyrmont,  rec.  cyath.  temp,  inter.  Hauft.  med.  addendo 
primo.  chalyb.  folut.  in  fucc,  cydon.  rec.  coch.  i.  vel 
minim. 

For  M;  S.  J.  S.  pxfordi 

Oft.  26j  1772*  •  ' 

Thefe  remedies  not  in  the  leaft  alleviating 
the  fymptoms,  the  fame  gentlemanNv^s  again 
confulted.  The  following  is  an  authentic 
copy  of  his  letter  on  this  occafion,  to  Mr. 
Edmonds,  furgeon,  at  Wendover,  the  ori- 
ginal of  which  I  have  in  my  polTeffion. 

Sir, 

**  I  am  forry  for  the  account  you  give  of 
our  patient  J  it  is  not  improbable  but  the 
Heel  may  be  ci  little  too  rough  and  aftrin- 
gent  for  her.  I  was  defirous  of  attempt- 
VoL.  I.  P      ,  ins: 
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**  ing  fomething  more  than  barely  to  palliattf^ 
*•  and  ftill  am  unwilling  to  give  up  the 
*•  attempt;  at  the  fame  time  I  wifh,  moft 
"  lincerely,  that  M.  S.  could  be  conveyed 
*•  to  town,  in  order  to  have  a  confultation 
"  of  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  and  fur- 
*'  geons  upon  her  cafe.  They  probably  may 
•*  be  able  to  find  out,  by  examining  carefully 
**  the  urinary  paflages  with  a  leaden  or 
**  wax  candle,  or  bougie,  exadlly  the  feat  of 
**  the  complaint,  which  is  acircumflance  of 
**  great  importance;  mean  while  fhe  may 
"  take  as  follows  ; 

R.  Pulv,  e  Tragacanth.  coinp. 
Sperm,  cet.  pulv. 
G.  olib.  pulv. 

Terr.  rub.  Briftol.  fubtilifs.  laevigat.  aa.  "^x],  cum  iyrup.  alth. 

q.  f.  eleftuar.  cujus  capiat.  Q^N.  M.  mane,  meridie,  &.  no(fle.  i 
Superbib.  decod.  feq.        vel  iiij. 
R.  Decoft.  peftoral.  q.  s.  coquend, 
Addendo  fol.  tuflilag. 

Heder.  terreftr.  aa.  3ij.  Rad.  helen  §fs.  colat  ftfs. 
R.  Eleft.  lenitiv.  gj. 
Magnes.  alb. 

Hor.  fulph.  lot.  aa.  ^ij.  ni.  &  cum 

Syr.  ros.  folut.  f.  eleftuart  cujus  capiat  5j«  vel  ij.  j 
In  alvi  nimia  aftriftione. 
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**  AlTes  milk,  frefli  whey,  and  milk  diet 
**  in  general,  are  certainly  proper.  The 
"  Pyrmont  water  may  be  drank  ad  libitum, 
*'  provided  it  does  not  occafion  the  curd- 

ling  of  milk  in  the  ftomach. 

I  have  been  looking  into  Boerhaave, 

Hoffinan^  Sauvage,  and  others,  for  fome 
**  light  in  this  very  troublefome  cafe,  but 
"  can  find  nothing  greatly  to  my  fatisfac- 
*•  tion.    Milk  diet,  foft  mucilages,  balfam 

copaiba,  fulphurcoUs  waters.    Thefe  are 

the  principal  things  recommended,  I  can- 
*'  not  conclude  without  wifliing  again j  that 

a  confultation  may  be  had,  and  the  fooncr 
**  the  better.  I  am.  Sir,  with  befl  wiflies 
•*  for  our  patient^s  recovery,  and  compli- 
**  ments  to  the  family, 

*•  Sir, 

"  Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 
•*J.  SMITH." 

Oxford, 
Nov.  6,  1772. 

After  the  patient  had  perfifted  about  fbur^ 
teen  days  in  this  plan,  without  any  relief,  the 
family,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  learned 

P  a  Dr.  Smith, 
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Dr.  Smith,  carefully  removed  the  lady  to 
London,  to  a  houfe  in  Taviftock  Street. 
The  great  reputation,  Sir,  which  you  have 
acquired  from  your  extenfive  practice  in  fe- 
minine difeafes,  induced  her  friends  to  con- 
clude it  expedient  to  apply  to  you,  in  a  cafe 
which  had  fuch  affinity  with  that  branch  of 
pradtice  for  which  you  have  been  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguiflied. 

When  you  was  confulted,  you  immediately 
declared  the  cafe  to  be  a  fcirrhous  and  cance- 
rous ulcer  of  the  uterus,  and  prefcribed  the 
following : 

For  M.  S. 

R.  Aq.  Menth.  pip.  Simp.  §ifs. 
G.  Arab.  5ij. 

Tindl.  Thebaic,  gutt.  xxv,  M.  hauft.  h.  S.  fumend. 

W.  H.  ' 

Nov.  23*  1772.  The  initials  for 

William  Hunter, 

The  firft  prefcription.  Sir,  it  is  evident, 
was  only  intended  as  a  palliative,  to  ad:  by 
its  opiate  qualities,  and  was  by  no  means 
calculated  to  reniove  fuch  an  inveterate  dif- 
temper. 

From; 
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From  perceiving  the  diforder  very  danger- 
ous, you  advifed  a  confultation.  Dr.  Fothergill 
met  you  the  next  day;  and,  after  a  deliberate 
examination  of  the  cafe,  the  following  pre- 
fcription  was  written : 

R.  Aq.  Menth.  pip.  Simp-  ^ifs. 
G.  Arab.  9ij. 

Tincl.  Thebaic,  gutt,  xxv.  M.  f.  hauft.  \ 
Hac  nodle  fumend.  &  craftina  repetend. 

R.  Aq.  Puras. 

' —  Cinnam.  ten.  aa.  5j' 
Ol.  Ricini  5iij. 

G.  Arab.  5fS'  Syr  Simp.  q.  s.  f.  hauft.  eras  primo  fumend, 
&  poft  horas  iv.  repetend.  fi  opus  fuerit. 
R.  Aq.  Menth.  pip.  Simp.  gvj. 
-  ■  '         — Spirit  §fs. 
Syr.  Croci  5ij' 

Tinft.  Thebaic,  gutt.  xij.  M.  capiat  coch.  ij.  urgente 
naufea, 

W.  H.       J.  F. 

24  The  initials  for 

"Zi^^^  William  Hunter. 

yohn  Fothergill, 

We  ftill  fee  from  thefe  prefcriptions,  that 
nothing  more  was  intended,  than  to  palliate 
the  fymptoms. 

The  opiates,  as  I  obferved  before,  were 
prefcribed  to  eafe  painj  the  ol  Rici?ii,  to 

keep 
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keep  the  inteftines  gently  lax,  and  to  couii- 
terad:  the  aftringent  qualities  of  the  opium ; 
for  a  coftivenefs  immediately  followed  yoiir 
firft  prefcription.  The  mixture,  with  the 
mint  water,  was  ordered  for  a  ficknefs  of  the 
ftomach  and  vomiting,  which  the  pains  had 
occafioned,  which  is  a  concomitant  fymptom 
from  fympathy  of  parts.  At  this  time,  then, 
no  method  was  attempted  to  radically  cure 
the  difeafe. 

On  the  a6th  of  November,  you  and  Dr, 
Fothergill  met  and  confultcd  again  on  the 
cafe.    You  then  prefcribed, 

R.  Aq.  Menth.  pip.  Simp.  §ifs, 
Tindt.  Thebaic,  gutt.  xx. 
G.  Arab  9ij.  f.  hauft.  omni  node  fumend. 
Cras  mane  capiat  hauft.  cu.  ol.  Ricini. 
Prasfcript.  &  diebus  alternis  repet. 
Addendo  ol.  Ricini  Jj-  vel  5ij  fi  opus  crit. 
Pergat  in  ufu  Julepi  prsfcripti  pro  re  nata. 

W.  H.       J.  F. 

26  The  initials  for 

xT''^^^  William  Hunter, 

yohn  FothergilL 

The  fame  plan  we  find  was  perfifted  in, 
though  not  the  leaft  relief  had  been  obtained. 

On 
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On  the  26th,  you  and  Dr.  Fothergill  met 
again  in  confultation,  and  prefcribed  as 
follows ; 

R.  Repet.  hauft.  anodyn.   noviffime  prasfcript.  omni  nofte 
fumend. 

R.  Extraft.  Cicutje  5ij.  f.  pil.  xxx.  fnon  deaurand.)  capiat 

asgra  ij.  meridie  ij.  vefperi,  &  iij.  h.  f. 
pc.  Rad.  Sarfaparil.  Sifs  coq.  in  aq.  pur.  ft,  ifs  ad  ft.  i.  cola. 

tur:  adde  aq.  nuc.  mofch.  §j.  capt.  coch.   viij.  poft 

pil.  praefcript.  meridie  &  vefperi.  H.  S.  capiat  hauft. 

anodyn,  poft  eafdem  pilulas. 
R.  Aq.  purae  ^x. 

— -  nuc  inofch..  5j« 

Magnes.  Alb. 

Troch.  de  fulph.  aa.  Jfs.  f.  hauft. 

Sumend.  mane,  quotidie  addendo  Tinft,  Jalap,  gutt, 
XXX  vel  xl.  loco  aq.  nuc.  mofch,  li  alvus  quotidie 
non  rcfpoiiderit, 

W.  H.      J.  F. 

29  The  initials  for 

^^772  Willmm  Hunter. 

John  Fothergill. 

We  now  find  that  the  hemlock,  that  falhion- 
able  and  deftrudtive  drug,  is  exhibited,  but 
without  the  leaft  advantage;  it,  however, 
enables  us  to  draw  this  conclufion,  that  the 
cafe  was  treated  as  a  cancer.  Soon  after  the 
lady  had  taken  the  hemlock,  a  giddincfs 

of 
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of  the  head  was  complained  of,  and  a 
lofs  of  memory  was  the  confequence,  which 
continued  a  confiderable  time. 

Thefe  laft  prefcriptions  were  perfifted  in 
till  the  'yth  of  December,  during  which  time 
-  the  fymptoms  became  more  violent  j  the 
lady  continued  in  extreme  mifery,  and  her 
memory  became  fo  much  impaired,  that 
Ihe  could  fcarce  recoiled:  any  tranfadion 
one  minute  paft.  This  laft  complaint  I  mufl 
attribute  to  the  hemlock,  becaufe  I  have 
known  feveral  inftances  where  this  noxious 
drug  has  produced  fimilar  effedls  without 
any  advantage,  and  one  in  particular,  where 
it  brought  on  comatofe  fymptoms,  and  in- 
conteflibly  proved  fatal.  I  could  here 
animadvert  on  the  impropriety  of  the  fore- 
going prefcriptions  J  but  it  is  fufficient,  at 
this  time,  to  obferve,  that  they  were  not  in 
the  leafl:  fuccefsful. 

On  the  yth  of  December,  in  confultatioi> 
with  Dr.  Foihergill,  you  prefcribed, 

J^.  Julep,  e  Creta  cum  diraid.  facch  I'lk, 
Amyl.  vulg.  5i^s. 
Aq.  cin.  ten.  5j» 

Tina, 
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Tinft.  Theb.  gutt,  ij.  f.  hauft.  8va  quacj.  hora  fuipend, 
H.  S.  repetatur  hauft.  anodyp.  praefcript. 

W.  H.      J.  F. 

e,  The  initials  of 

~^77?  JVilliam  Hunter, 

yohn  FothergilL 

On  the  loth,  Dr.  Fothergill  viflted  the  pa- 
tient, and  ordered, 

Pc.  Julep,  e  Crcta  ^x. 
Aq.  Cin.  Spirit,  gifs. 

Pulv.   Rhei   gr.  vij.  f,  hauft.  quamprimum  fumendus, 
Deinde  pergat  in  ufu  hauft.  e  Creta  prsefcript.  horis 
oftavis.  addend,  fingul.  P.  nuc.  inofch  tor.  gr.  vij.  H. 
Capt.  hauft.  anodyn,  prasfcriptt 

J.  F. 

—1772  ... 

jj-ii  The  initials  of 

yokn  Fothergill, 

Thefe  cretaceoys  preparations,  joined  with 
gentle  cardiacs,  were  intended  to  reheve  4 
diarrhoea,  that  probably  arofe  from  an  irrita-, 
tion  in  the  redlum,  which  was  afterwards 
productive  of  an  ulcer  in  that  inteftine. 

On  the  14th  of  December  you  confulted 
Dr,  Fothergill  a  fifth  time,  and  then  found 
that  every  fymptom  had  increafed  fince  you 
^nd  Pr,  Fothergill  had  attended  the  patient. 

This 
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This  ill  fuccefs,  joined  with  fome  addi-. 
tional  fy mptoms,  which  you  and  Dr.  Fothcr* 
gill  concluded  were  very  alarming  and  daiige- 
rous,  induced  you  candidly  to  acknowledge 
your  inabilities  to  relieve  the  lady.  You 
declared  to  Captain  S.,  the  brother  of  the  pa- 
tient, in  the  prefence  of  many  other  friends 
and  relations,  that  the  diforder  was  abfolutely 
incurable.  Dr.  Fothergill  was  of  the  fame 
opinion.  On  your  being  queftioned  by  a 
lady  prefent,  who  had  a  fincere  affed:ion  for 
the  patient,  how  long  you  thought  M.  S. 
would  live,  you  anfwered,  it  was  impoffible 
to  determine  that;  but  you  exprefled,  in  a 
pathetic  manner,  that  you  was  fenfibly.  afr. 
fe6led  on  a  refledlion,  that  we  fhould  fuffer 
extreme  mifery  before  her  departure.  You 
then.  Sir,  advifed,  that  ihe  fliould  be  removed 
with  all  poffible  care  into  the  country. 

The  laft  prefcription  is  as  follows : 

Perfiftat  in  ufu  hauft.  anodyn.  pra;fcript,  fi  alvus  ad- 
flrida  fuerit,  mane  capt.  aq.  purg,  (Jeflbpens  Did.)  Svj, 
vel  ^viij.  vel  q.  s.  ad  alvum  femel  quotidie  fubmovendum. 

W.  H.      J.  F, 

The  initials  of 

^»772  m'/Iiam  Hunter. 

John  Fothergill. 
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The  foregoing  prefcriptions  were  certainly 
inadequate  to  the  cure  of  fuch  an  obftinate 
difeafe  :  but  as  it  is  the  common,  though  a 
moft  futile  mode  of  prad:ice,  as  every  experi- 
enced and  refledting  phyfician  ought  to 
know;  a  deviation  from  it,  perhaps,  would 
have  been  confidered  erroneous,  as  being  op- 
pofite  to  the  rules  of  art,  or  the  common 
beaten  roads  of  pradtice.  Eflablifhed  ma- 
xims, however  contrary  to  deep  philofophical. 
reafoning,  however  unfuccefsful,  are  feldom 
relinquilhed ;  though  the  prefervation  of 
life  may  be  frequently  dependant  on  it. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  bring  to  your  re- 
collediion,  a  true  ftate  of  the  lady's  fituation, 
at  the  time  you  and  DoBor  Fothergill  declined 
attendance. 

You  may  remember,  Sir,  that  there  was  a 
fcirrhus  of  the  uterus,  which  produced  inex- 
preffible  and  conftant  darting  pains.  There 
I  was  a  continual  fanious  difcharge  of  that  com- 
plexion  and  fetor,  which  chara (fieri fe  a  cance- 
rous ulcer-,  the  patient  was  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceffity  of  lying  in  bed,  for  the 
i  natural  evacuation  of  the  urine  and  feces, 
i  and  both  were  attended  with  exquifitc  pain, 

and 
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and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  acrimonious, 
purulent  pus.     From  the  laft  I  concluded 
that  there  was  an  ulcer  in  the  re5ium.  Thefe 
fymptoms,  after  the  adminiftration  of  the 
opiates  and  cretacious  medicines,  were  ac- 
companied with  coftivenefs,  the  moft  excru- 
ciating pains,  cold  fliiverings,  naufea,  and 
fometimes  vomitings,  lofs  of  memory,  and  a 
countenance  which  feemed  to  foretel  a  total 
diffolution.    So  emaciated  and  exhaufted  was 
the  patient,  that  nature  feemed  too  weak  to 
affift  the   operation  of  any  medicine.  A 
great  part  of  the  furface  of  the  body  was 
covered  with  fcorbutic  eruptions ;  the  coun- 
tenance was  fqualid ;  teeth  black ;  and  the 
leaft  motion,  even  from  the  bed  to  a  fopha, 
occafioned  the  mofl:  painful  fenfations.  At 
this  time  The  Lord  k  Dejpe?tcer  did  me  the 
honor  to  recommend  me,  in  confequence  of 
fuccefs  in  a  cafe  which  his  Lordfhip  was 
acquainted  with.     At  the  requeft  of  the 
brother.  Captain  S.,  I  vifited  the  lady  on 
the  15  th  of  December  1772.    I  examined 
minutely   every   circumftance,   and  endear 
voured  to  gain  a  clear  information  of  what 
had  been  attempted  by  you,  and  the  other 

o-entle-  .| 
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gentlemen  who  had  been  confulted,  and 
tranfmitted  the  whole  immediately  to  paper, 
which  was  juft  as  I  have  related  it. 

A  confideration  of  this  complicated  cafe 
difpofed  me,  however,  to  believe  there  yet 
remains  fome  hopes  of  relief,  becaufe  fuccefs 
had  already  followed  former  attempts  to  re- 
move the  recent  fcirrhus  of  the  uterus, 
though  not  in  fo  very  defperate  a  cafe  as  the 
prefent.  I  refolved  therefore  to  adminifter 
fome  remedies,  which  reafon  and  experience 
induced  me  to  think  were  more  adequate  to 
the  cure  of  fuch  inveterate  complaints,  than 
thofe  already  prcfcribed,  or  in  common  prac- 
tice. I  began  with  mild  alteratives,  in  very 
fmall  dofes,  and  forbade  the  ufe  of  opiates, 
as  their  bad  effecfts  in  weakening,  greatly  over- 
balance the  little  temporary  relief  they  give. 

Be.  Mercur.  dulc.  duodecies  fubl.  praeparat.  &  loti. 

Sulph.  aurat.  antimon.  partes  asquales,  tere  fimul  in  raortario 
vitreo  per  xij.horas,  f.  pulvis. 
R.  Hujus  pulveris  9j.  Confeft.  demcorat.  q.  s.  f.  pilulas  No.  xx, 

fumat  uriam  ter  in  die. 
R.  Pulv.  fal.  nitr. 

iEthiop.min.  aa.  §fs.  M.  accurate,  multa  tituratione,  f.'  pul- 
vis, dividendus  in  xx  dofes,  quanim  capiat  unara  poft  fin- 
gulam  pilulam  ex  coch.  ij.  aquae  hordeatse. 
Emulfio  communis  bibenda  pro  potu  ordinario. 

Diet 
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.Diet  prefcribed. 

All  acids  and  fruits  to  be  avoided. 
Liquids  of  all  forts  to  be  ufed  very  fpa- 
ringly. 

All  fpirituous  and  vinous  liquors  to  be  ab- 
ftained  from. 

Light  meats  to  be  eaten  for  dinner,  if  the 
ftomach  fhould  bear  them. 

All  vegetables  and  roots  to  be  avoided. 

Ohfervations , 

1 .  Acids  "difagree  with  mineral  alteratives; 
the  caufes,  chemiflry  and  phyfiology  will  af- 
certain. 

2.  Large  draughts  of  aqueous  liquors  re- 
lax the  ftomach,  adting  as  a  fomentation. 

3.  Spirituous  and  vinous  liquors  produce 
falfe  fpirits,  caufe  heat,  and  retard  digeftion. 

4.  Light  meats  afford  the  beft  nourifli- 
ment. 

5.  Vegetables,  during  digeftion,  increafe 
fermentation  and  wind  j  thefe  diftending  the 
inteftines,  comprefs  the  difeafed  parts,  and 
caufe  an  increafe  of  pain. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  new  methods  of  treatment,  which 
are  diametrically  oppofite  to  moft  in  common 
life,  produced  fuch  excellent  effects,  that  the 
cofftivenefs  was  removed,  and  all  the  fymp- 
toms  were  alleviated  in  a  fortnight. 

The  lady  was  then  conveyed  into  the  coun- 
try, and  recovered  daily. 

In  about  one  month  fhe  could  fit  up  three 
or  four  hours,  though  in  the  moft  inclement 
part  of  the  winter ;  but  could  not  ftand  with- 
out the  fupport  of  two  perfons. 

The  pill  was  then  increafed  to  one  grain 
and  a  half,  quater  in  die,  with  the  fame  pow- 
der, which  was  taken  in  julep,  e  caniphora. 

Afterwards  the  pill  was  increafed  to  two 
grains,  and  the  powder  was  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing folution  of  camphor : 

R.  Camphor,  '-^ifs. 

Amygdal.  decorticat.  5ij. 

Sacch.  alb.  5ifs.  tere  fimul  accurate,  deinde  adde  gradatim 
aq.  pur.  ftj.  M.  f.  folutio. 

In  about  four  months  more,  by  continuing 
the  fame  remedies,  the  lady  recovered  her 
memory  perfed:ly,  and  every  difcharge  had 
a  more  favourable  appearance.  The  erupti- 
ons entirely  difappeared:  appetite  and  natu- 
ral 
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ral  reft  gradually  increafed,  which  for  fome 
years  before  the  patient  had  been  depriveil  of. 

By  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  medicines, 
and  by  gradually  increafmg  their  dofes,  a 
perfedt  cure  was  accomplifhed  in  eleven 
months* 

The  lady  continues  in  perfed  health,  can 
ride  on  horfeback,  walk  up  an  afcent,  and 
life  an)  moderate  exercife,  without  the  lead 
inconvenience. 

This,  Sir,  you  well  know,  is  a  plain  nar- 
ration of  that  cafe,  for  which  I  had  the  ho-^ 
nor  to  be  recommended  by  Lady  A.  to  attend 
the  late  Lady  H. 

You  are  well  acquainted.  Sir,  with  my 
being  confulted  in  the  cafe  of  M.  S.  You 
vifited  that  lady  in  Taviftock  Street,  after 
Ihe  became  my  patient,  and  knew  the  reme- 
dies adminiftered.  Upon  your  enquiring  of 
Captain  S.,  whether  I  had  pofiti vely  pro- 
nounced the  cafe  curable,  you  were  informed, 
that  I  had  made  no  pofitive  affertions,  but 
exprelTed  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs.  To  this 
anfwer  you  honourably  replied,  "  tbat  you 
**  thought  I  had  adied  like  a  ma?i  of  candor  and 
judg?nent.** 

c  You 
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You  were  perfedlly  well  informed  of  my 
iuccefs  in  the  cafe  of  M.  S.  at  the  time  I  was 

propofed  to  be  confulted  by  Lady  H  's 

friends,  becaufe  you  had  feen  the  Lady  M.S. 
;n  perfed:  health,  fince  the  cure.  Would  it, 
rhen,  have  been  inconfiflent,  either  with  the 
honour  or  integrity  of  a  phyfician^  to  have 
affented,  nay,  urged  the  neceflity  of  my  af- 
liftance  ?  The  cafes,  you  know,  were  fimilar : 
but  let  us  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  you  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  that 
individual  cafe  ;^  did  it  not  carry  fome  ap- 
pearance of  a  want  of  candor  to  oppofe  any 
other  phyfician,  from  whom  even  the  leafl 
relief  might  have  been  expected ;  efpecially 
when  you  had  even  relinq^uifhed  all  hopes  of 
a  cure,  and  had  acknowledged  yourfelf,  in 
conjunction  with  Dr.  Fothergill,  incapable  of 
rendering  any  fervice  ?  From  your  want  of 
fuccefs  in  M.  S.,  you  had  every  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  you  could  be  of  no  fervice  to 
Lady  H  .  In  a  cafe,  Sir,  where  ex- 
treme pai?2  and  dafiger  fliould  have  awakened 
your  fenfibility,  humanity  for  once  fliould 
have  overcome  your  pride,  and  prevented 
you  from  concluding,  that  the  fruitlefs  at- 
VoL.  L  tempts 
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tempts  of  your  own  Ikill  was  a  fufficient  ar- 
gument for  the  impoffibility  of  a  cure.  Wo 
"  have  great  caufe,  however,  to  lament,  that 
many  have  fallen  victims  to  fuch  medical 
'Vanity. 

It  was  not  derogatory  to  your  charadter, 
that  you,  Dr.  Fothergilly  or  the  other  phyfi- 
cians,  who  were  confulted  by  M.  S.,  were 
incapable  of  curing  a  cancer.  It  has  been  a 
univerfal  maxim,  among  both  ancients  and 
moderns,'  that  fuch  diforders  were,  in  gene- 
ral, incurable.  Hippocrates^  Celfus,  and  the 
other  ancients  J  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  and  the 
greateft  of  the  moderns,  have  all  acknpw- 
ledged  the  difficulty,  or  impoffibility  of  it. 

Your  reputation,  Sir,  was  too  well  effa- 
blifhed,  to  fuffer  any  diminution  from  the 
fuccefs  of  another  j  and,  perhaps,  this  is  the 
only  inftance  where  you  have  unfortunately- 
violated  your  confcience  without  increafing 
your  fame.  I  do  not  mean  to  aggravate  the 
uneafinefs  an  important,  and,  perhaps,  wil- 
ful omiffion  muff  occafion.  I  only  wifh  that 
this  fatal  example  may  teach  you  to  regulate 
your  future  conduct,  and  bring-  to  your  recol- 
I  lediof^ 
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Icdion  this  ufeful  truth;   that  a  phyfician^ 
though  his  reputation  be  ever  fo  great,  cannot 
always,  by  his  own  knowledge y  fulfil  his  duty  ' 
to  the  public,  or  his  patient. 

You  know,  Sir,  that  the  moft  trifling  cir^ 
cumAances  have  raifed  fame  phyjicians  Trnd  fur- 
geons  to  the  highefl  fame ;  fuch  know  well^ 
the  impoffibility  of  detection,  and  fmile  lux- 
urioufly  at  the  unfufpicious  credulity  of  man- 
kind. I  will  hope,  that  you  have  raifed  your 
reputation  on  a  more  folid  foundation,  by 
fuperior  merit.  If  fo,  I  fenfibly  feel  for  you, 
pity  you,  and  am  concerned,  that  one,  who 
has  arrived  to  every  honour  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  our  ufeful  profeffion,  fhould  de- 
fcend  to  hazard,  in  one  moment,  the  labor  of 
his  whole  life.  If,  however,  the  injurious 
infinuations  of  one  phyfician  were  only  point- 
ed againfl:  another,  they  would  admit  of  fome 
extenuation,  for  they  might  be  termed  illihe^ 
nil:  but  when  they  afPed  the  life  of  a  patient, 
they  mufl:  be  confidered  inhuman. 
■  For  let  us  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  I  had  been 
introduced,  and  had  anfwered  the  expedia- 
tions  the  noble  friends  of  the  deceafed  lady 
had  fome  reafon  to  entertain,  would  my  fuc- 

cefs, 
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eefs,  in  giving  her  ladyftiip  relief,  have  dif- 
turbed  your  tranquillity  ?  If,  Sir,  the  gratifi- 
cation of  a  difingenuous  difpofition  was  your 
objed,  my  failure  in  the  attempt,  which 
your  fuppofed  fuperior  abilities  no  doubt  fug- 
gefled,  afforded  a  proper  occafion  ;  becaufe  I 
Ihould  have  been  liable  to  the  cenfure  of  va*^  ; 
nity  and  prefumption.  But  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  you  were  not  a 
competent  judge;  becaufe  you  pronounced 
that  it  was  impoffible  to^cure  M.  S.^  and  you 
have  received  demonflration,  that  your  opinion 
was  erroneous.  You  had,  therefore,  no  more 
reafon  to  imagine  a  cure  was  impradicable 
in  one  patient  than  in  another :  you  had  been 
mifiaken  in  one  inftanee ;  and  you  ought  to 
hfive  concluded,  that  you  were  likely  to  be 
miilaken  in  another. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  aflign,  as  a  reafon 
for  your  oppofition  to  me,  that  the  cafes  were 
|iot  fimilar  :  but  from  an  information  which 
can  be  depended  on,  the  difference  was  only 

this.  Lady  H  's  cafe  was  lefs  complex 

than  that  of  M.  S.j  for  which  reafon  it  was 

probably  more  eafy  to  cure :  Lady  H  ^ 

had  not  fuffered  the  complaint  above  two 
,  years ; ; 
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years;  M*  S.  a  much  longer  time:  her  La- 
dy fliip's  cafe  was  a  cancer,  and  you  perlifted 
in  a  fimilar  plan  with  that  you  adopted  for 
M.  S.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  will  be  thought, 
that  your  failure  of  fuccefs  in  the  former  pa- 
tient ought  to  have  prevailed  on  you  to  havd 
attempted  another  method  in  the  latter*  You 
will  reply,  you  did  :  it  is  very  true  j  a  fecret 
remedy,  a  nojlrum^  received  your  approbation, 
and  was  exhibited  to  your  noble  patient  by 
Mr.  Juftamond ;  fome  preparafion,  it  feems* 
of  arjenic, 

I  have  already  obferved  the  pernicious  ef-^ 
fe6ls  of  he?nlock  and  opium  in  the  cafe  of* 
M.  S.  j  yet  in  the  cafe  of  Lddy  H-^ — — , 
they  were  ufed  with  the  moft  unlimited  freest 
dom,  without  anfwering  one  falutary' purpofe 
whatever.  Befides  a  fecret  remedy,  which  I 
have  mentioned,  no  lefs  than  i^oo  drops  of 
liquid  laudanum  were  given  every  day  ;  hem^ 
lock  ufed  in  baths,  and  in  eve^y  manner 
Xvhich  art  could  contrive.  I  want  words  to 
exprefs  the  horrid  idea  I  have  of  fuch  empiric- 
c'al  pradtices ;  and  am  aftoriiflied  to  fee  them 
countenanced  by  a  man,  whofe  fmooth  addrefs 
has  acquired  fuch  diftinguiQied  reputation. 

Youf 
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Your  want  of  fuccefs,  Sir,  in  your  firft  2.U 
tempts  of  cure  in  Lady  H.'s  cafe,  perhaps 
might  have  made  you  fenfible  of  an  ineffica- 
cious pradlice  ;  but  the  alteration  you  adopted 
teflifies  no  rational  view  of  improvement : 
for  can  a  fecret  remedy,  a  quackery  projeBy  be 
rationally  given,  to  anfwer  this  or  any  other 
purpofe  ?  Will  it  be  confidered,  Sir,  that  the 
dignity  of  the  profeffion  was  fupported,  when 
you  affented  ;  or  was  it  confident  with  the 
knowledge  and  reputation  of  a  phyfician  ? 
A  Httle  confideration,  Sir,  would  have  taught 
you,  that  there  never  was,  nor  perhaps  never 
will  be,  an  infallible  fpecific  for  any  difeafe. 
The  reafon  is  obvious ;  there  is  as  great  a 
diverfity  in  the  conftitutions,  as  in  the  faces 
and  tempers  of  mankind,  which  muft  con- 
ilantly  produce  a  variation  in  practice.  It  is 
a  clear  knowledge  of  this  diverfity  which  can 
qualify  us  to  apply  our  remedies  judicioufly, 
and  diftinguiflies  the  real  learned  phyfician  i 
from  the  bold  enterprifing  pretenders  tof 
fecret 

Two  pradlitioners,as  regularly  bred  as  your--: 
felf,  are  warmly  recommended  to  your  con-  I 
fideration  j  the  one  keeps  Jiis  pradlice  a  pro--: 

foujid: 
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found  myfl-erioiis  fecret ;  the  other  open/ji 
avows  to  all  the  world  his  new-invented  me- 
thods of  treatment,  and  proves  his  fuccefs'  on 
one  of  your  own  patients,  after  you  and  Dr. 
Fothergill  had  deferted  her  as  irrecoverably 
loft.  What  condud:  does  the  learned  Dr. 
Hunter  purfue  under  thefe  circumflances  ?  He 
approves  of  the  exhibition  of  a  iwjirum,  of 
which  he  knew  nothing  of  its  compofition  or 
cffe(5ts,  and  without  evident  proofs  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but  rejedis  the  admiffion  of  a  plan  of 
cure,  which  he  himfelf  had  feen  fuccefsfuL. 
The  caufes  of  fuch  condud:  require  no  ani- 
madverfion. 

Numerous  inftances,  which  have  fallen 
within  my  own  obfervation,  of  the  depraved 
tendency  of  the  moft  celebrated  noftrums  in 
vogue,  convince  me,  that  they  are  generally 
the  lucrative  ftratagems  of  artful  men,  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  credulity  of  the  community. 
Were  the  pernicious  effeds  of  fuch  remedies 
-as  Well  known  to  the  public,  as  their  pre- 
tended virtues  are  extolled  by  their  inventors, 
we  fhould  have  an  equal  deteftation  and  ab- 
horrence for  them  and  their  authors  :  but 
while  mankind  will  fuffer  themfjlves  to  be 

impofed 
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impofed  on,  fo  long  will  men  appear  who  are 
capable  of  executing  the  impofition.  You 
will  remember,  Sir,  that  Lady  H.  took  a 
Jecret  remedy ;  the  event  has  proved  its  falli- 
bility, and  it  is  well  if  it  proves  nothing 
more. 

I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  that  the  conftant  flattery 
and  unlimited  confidence  which  fome  court 
phyficians  receive,  are  often  productive  of  a 
felf-fufficiency  and  pride  which  lead  them 
into  errors.  They  eafily  perfuade  themfelves, 
that  their  pradlice  and  knowledge  are  fuperior 
•to  others,  when  the  Public  are  inclined  to 
think  fo  :  but  the  infuperable  difficulties  con-- 
flantly  met  with  in  every  attempt  to  cure 
fome  difeafes,  fliould  humble  any  vanity 
which  might  arife  from  fuccefs  in  others. 

I  know.  Sir,  any  folicitude  to  remove  pre- 
judices in  men,  fo  felf-fufficient  and  felf-im- 
portant  as  fome  well-received  phyficians  are, 
is  an  arduous  talk.  Men  advanced  in  years, 
whofe  prejudices  are  habitual,  who  polfefs  a 
plenitute  of  pride  and  practice,  have  little 
time  for  refledlion.  Endeavours  of  this  nature 
are  treated  with  a  fupercilious  contempt;  and 
anv  defires  to  improve  the  art  frequently  ex- 
cite 
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cite  envy  in  proportion  to  their  merit,  and 
"illiberally  are  termed  innovations ;  they  meet 
with  every  oppofition  which  artifice  can 
invent,  or  medical  grimace  furnifli.  I  could 
produce  feveral  inftances  of  the  moft  exalted 
charaders,  that  have  been  perfecuted  and  de- 
tefted  by  the  faculty  for  what  has  rendered 
their  names  immortal.  I  fcarce  know  one 
improvement  in  the  hiftory  of  medicine, 
which  has  not  met  with  a  ftrong  oppofition. 
It  is  a  melancholy  refledtion,  that  a  man 
fliould  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  members 
of  his  profelTion  for  thofe  very  inventions 
which  merit  the  approbation  and  efteem  of 
all  mankind*  Let  us  refled:,  for  a  moment, 
on  the  fate  of  Vefalius,  Harvey,  and  the  in- 
troduc'ers  of  chemical  remedies,  bark,  anti- 
mony, and  mercury  ;  not  to  mention  your 
own  unmerited  oppofition  to  your  difcoveries 
■  in  the  lymphatic  fyfi:em. 

Yet  the  comm'on  modes  of  pradice  are  fre- 
quently fo  inadequate  to  the  obftinacy  of 
fome  difeafes,  that  I  am  difpofed  to  think, 
every  rational  attempt  to  improve  our  art  is 
laudable.  It  is  not  unreafonable  to  affirm, 
that  nothing  lefs  'than  a  perfect  cure  fhould 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy  a  phyfician.  When  the  pra6lice  ex- 
tends no  farther  than  to  palliate  a  curable  dif- 
cafe,  it  plainly  demonftrates  a  defective 
knowledge.  It  may  be  prefumed,  from  what 
has  been  already  difcovered,  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  curing  fome  difeafes  is  hot  owing  to 
any  defed:  in  nature  or  art  in  fupplying  us 
with  remedies,  but  to  ah  indolence  and  felf- 
fufficiency,  which  prevent  their  difcovery. 
We  fliould  therefore  fufped:  the  ill  fuccefs  to 
be  frequently  owing  to  a  want  of  knowledge; 
The  limits  of  human  underftanding  are  fo 
confined,  conftitutions  and  difeafes  fo  various, 
and  the  fuccefs  in  many  inftances  fo  doubt- 
ful, that  thefe  things,  on  a  ferious  refledlion, 
give  us  little  reafon  to  be  va{?i.  We  fliould 
always  recollect  how  much  we  pretend  to, 
and  yet  how  little  we  comprehend  in  the  im- 
menfe  fields  of  medical  fcience. 

The  confidence  repofed  in  a  phyfician  is  of 
a  very  ferious  nature ;  and  when  he  adts  at 
the  fick  bed,  on  a  principle  of  fuperiority  over 
others  of  his  profeflion,  unlefs  he  may  be 
fuppofed  quite  perfedl,  his  patients  mufi:  fuf- 
fer  for  the  vanity  of  his  imaginary  triumph. 
We  cannot  be  too  fufpicious  of  our  abilities ; 

we 
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we  fliould  endeavour  to  improve  by  every 
miftake,  and  generally  conclude  ourfelves 
miftaken,  when  we  are  not  fuccefsful.    It  is 
no  difgrace  to  acknowledge,  but  infanrious 
and  deftruclive  to  fociety  to  perfift  in  error. 

Perhaps,  S.ir,  a  few  obfervations  which  I 
publiihed  in  a  treatife  on  the  difeafes  of  the 
breafts  of  womeny  with  fome  ^l:ri(^iures  on  the 
indifcriminate  ufe  of  low  diet,  and  the  new 
dangerous  methods  of  treatment  during  lying- 
in,  may  have  had  fome  fliare  in  your  oppofing 
my  affiftance ;  as  they  might  appear  to  attack 
fome  of  your  favourite  prad:ices  in  midwifery. 
If  general  cenfures  of  prejudices,  injurious  in 
their  confequences,  was  a  fufficient  incentive 
for  you  to  become  my  private  enemy,  I  hope 
the  readers  of  that  little  publication  will  find 
no  great  reafon  to  agree  with  you.  I  had  no 
intention  to  depreciate  the  reputation  of  any 
pradtitioner  ;  my  view,  and  only  view,  was 
to  prevent  the  fatal  efFed:s  of  the  prejudices 
of  fome  phyfician  men-midwives,  who  fer- 
vilely  creep  by  flattery  into  practice,  under 
your  aufpices. 

Thefe  evils  were  too  alarming  to  efcape 
my  notice,  being  at  that  time  in  full  mid- 
wifery 
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wifery  pradtice.  I  faw  them  with  concern  i 
but  it  was  compafTion  for  the  fufFerers,,  not  a 
diflike  to  the  pradiitioners,  that  induced  me 
to  make  my  obfervations.  We  had  much  to 
fear  that  the  experiments  of  men  fo  eminent, 
would  become  an  eftabliflied  '^xdiQiiQ.z— experi- 
ments which  feemed  to  be  more  the  projeBs  of 
a  wanton  fancy,  than  the  dehberate  did;ates  of 
reafon  and  experience  :  but  a  tendernefs  for 
the  charaflers  of  the  parties  reflrained  that 
mode  of  expofition,  which  a  malevolent  dif- 
pofition,  perhaps,  might  have  made  ufe  of. 

The  deflrucftive  effedls  of  thofe  midwifery 
proje6ts  fliould  be  the  caufe  of  their  aboli- 
tion :  if  not,  I  may  engage  in  the  defence  of 
fuffcring  females  with  lefs  regard  fo  the  cha- 
radters  of  fome  men-midwives,  who  have  pa- 
tronifed  thofe  unfkilful  practices  out  of  com- 
plaifance  to  your  vifionary  hypothefis. 

I  hope.  Sir,  that  thefe  obfervations  will  not 
only  be  of  fome  fervice  to  the  public,  but  an- 
fwer  another  purpofe,  and  be  an  inftrudion 
to  you.  They  may  teach  you,  for  the  future, 
that  a  fuccefslefs  effort  in  your  pradice  ought 
to  incite  you  to  look  firther  than  the  limits 
of  your  own  knowledge  ;  and  that  every  pro- 
A  bability 
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bability  of  relief  fliould  be  embraced  in  cafes 
of  extreme  danger.  Let,  then,  fo'me  prin- 
ciple of  benevolence,  for  the  future,  mode- 
rate your  ambition  :  for  be  affured,  that  it  is 
the  approbation  of  one's  own  confcience, 
which  muft  give  a  value  to  the  encomiums 
of  mankind. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 
WILLIAM  ROWLEY, 


Sept.  29,  1774.* 


•  This  was  the  original  date  of  the  letter. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Previous  to  the  imroduaion  of  the  fe- 
cond  letter  againft  Dr.  Hunter,  it  may  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  communicate  fome  circumflances 
that  happened,  becaufe  they  will  throw  a 
light  on  the  following  fubjed,  and  convey  an 
idea  of  the  mannei:  in  which  Reviews  may 
be  conduced. 

Captain  M  ,  an  officer  high  in  the 

efteem  of  the  Lord  Le  Defpe7Ker,  after  fuf- 
fering  great  mifery,  many  years,  from  fcro- 
phiil  oiis  ulcers  in  his  arms  and  legs,  without 
receiving  benefit  from  confulting  feveral  re- 
putable furgeons  and  phyficians  in  this  town, 
was  cured  by  my  prefcribing  a  proper  regi- 
men, fmall  dofes  of  mercurius  dulcis  duodecies 
fublimatus,  piceparatus  aqua  lotufque,  and  ;;/- 
trum  cum  camphora. 

This  gentleman,  from  gratitude  and  the 
moft  honorable  motives,  introduced  me  to 
Lord  Le  Dcfpencer,  from  whom  I  received 

Vol.  I.  R  many 
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many  inftances  of  friendfliip  ;   and,  in  con- 

fequence  of  my  having  cured  Captain  M  

of  the  ulcers  that  had  fo  long  afHided  him, 
was  recommended  by  his  Lordfhip  to  at- 
tend the  cafe  which  is  the  fubjed;  of  the  pre- 
ceding letter. 

The  cure  of  the  cancerous  fcirrhus  and 
ulcer  of  the  uterus  and  redtum  being  com- 
pleted, it  became  a  fubje6l  of  converfation 
amongft  feveral  perfons  of  high  rank,  and 
fome  practitioners   in  medicine  and  fur- 
gery..  .  If  fome  of  thefe  latter,  through  envy, 
depreciated  its  merit  by  daric,  undermining 
infinuations,  many  friends  to  truth  extol- 
led the  cure  in  a  manner,  perhaps,  much 
beyond  its  defert.    Thus  malicious  reproach 
and  eager  praife  held  pace  with  each  other.. 
If  the  cure  by  mineral  alteratives,  &c.,  was,; 
envioufly  cenfured  by  one  party,  as  an  infiova-- 
tion  in  praBice,  its  beneficent  effed:s  were.: 
conlidered  by  another  as  highly  meritorious. 
When  envy    hiffed,   truth  and  juftice  ap- 
plauded. 

The  objec5ts  of  improvement,  at  that  period, 
fo  much  engaged  my  attention,  that  no  leifure 
could  be  appropriated  to  animadvert  on  fub- 

3  J^^^ 
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jeds  of  difputation,  much  lefs  to  regard  pri- 
vate defamation ;  nor  was  any  inclination 
felt  to  either  attack  or  to  convince  opponents: 
this  was  left  to  repeated  fuccefsful  practice, 
as  the  moft  proper  bafis  foi'  erecting  a  perma- 
nent fuperftrudure  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

The  time  is  arriyedi  in  which  the  few 
improvements  I  have  invented  are  more 
candidly  than  formerly  received,  except  by 
certain  phyficians,  who  confider  it  their 
intereft  to  depreciate  or  fupprefs  all  new 
difcoveries. 

A  formidable  body  of  medical  enemies  had 
erected  the  llandard  of  oppofition  to  the  doc- 
trines I  had  advanced  on  the  cure  of  ulcerated 
legs  without  rejiy  which  were  folemnly  con- 
fidered,  as  fome  declared,  profeflional  annui- 
ties. The  cenfures  I  had  publiflied  on  the 
malpractices  of  fome  projed:ing  men-mid- 
wives,  awakened  their  apprehenfions:  amongft 
thefe  was  Dr.  Hunter.  Shielded,  however, 
as  I  conceived  myfelf,  by  truth,  all  their  pri- 
vate injuries,  or  falfehoods,  were  difregarded, 
for  no  one  Juo  ;^oW/7^'  publicly  affailed  my 
ftrictures.    My  greateft  crimes,  however,  I 

R  2  believe. 
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believe,  were  the  acquiring  extenfive  pracfl^cc, 
and  illuftrioiis  friends. 

Whoever  wiflics  to  improve  a  fcience,  in 
which  the  members  are  compofed  of  a  mix- 
ture of  men  of  extenfive  deep  learning,  with 
great  integrity  and  honor ;  and  fome  of  very 
circumfcribed  knowledge,  with  great  pre- 
tenfions  and  felf-interefted  motives  :  it  would 
be  lofing  lime  to  little  purpofe  either  to  liften 
to  illiberal,  unmerited  cenfure,  to  be  elated 
by  over-flrained  praife,  or  to  enter  into  end- 
lefs  difputation  with  rancorous  private  ene- 
mies, whofe  approbation  would  be  a  real 

difgrace. 

I  need  only  declare,  that  on  my  abfolutely 

refufing  my  friend,  Captain  M  ,  to  fuf- 

fer  any  alterations  in  my  former  letter,  I  was 
threatened,  unlefs  I  depofited  Jifty  pounds  for 
fome  anonymous  fcribbler  or  critic,  to  have 
myfelf  and  letter  abufed.  I  treated  the  pro- 
pofal  with  laughter,  and  the  menace  with 
contempt.  The  confequence  of  which  was 
the  admiffion,  probably,  of  the  curious  in- 
vedlive  and  pfeudo  criticifm  of  my  amiable 
opponent :  it  was,  probably,  the  joint  produc- 
tion of -the  terrifying  critic  and  Dr.  Hunter. 

It 


AND  CURE  OF  A  CANCER  OF  THE  WOMB.  a^J 

It  attacks  virulently  my  pcrfon  and  former 
occupation  as  a  furgeon,  aS  though  a  man 
could  be  a  lefs-learned  phyfician  for  having 
been  a  teacher  of  anatomy,  midwifery,  and 
furgery,  branches  of  fcience  I  ledtured  on, 
long  before  I  obtained  my  regular  degree  as  a 
Dod:or  of  Medicine.    If  fuch  grofs  abfurdi- 
ties  were  admiffible,  which  fome,  through 
ignorance  or  defign,  have  dared  to  promul- 
gate, it  would  follow,  the  lefs  a  man  knows 
of  the  feparate  branches  of  his  profeffion,  or 
the  lefs  knowledge  a  man  obtains  in  the  art, 
fo  much  the  greater  muft  his  (kill  be  in  prac- 
tipe.    This  is  fo  palpable  a  contradiction  to 
truth  and  reafon,  that  idcots  would  laugh  at 
the  affertion,  and  yet,  confined  knowledge  is 
often  fupported  by  a  gravity  and  referved 
felf-importance,  as  though  it  were  equal  to 
^xtenfive  erudition. 

It  is  fufficient  for  the  world  to  know,  that 
^midft  many  phyficians,  who  are  an  honor  to 
human  nature,  certain  heterogeneous  oppo- 
fite  cha rasters  have,  do,  and  perhaps  ever 
will,  exift ;  ill-educated  doctors,  and  other  ap- 
pendages to  medicine,  who,  with  very  fcanty 

pror 
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profeffional  kn©wledge  or  pradlical  (kill, 
,  have,  by  accidental  circumftances,  various  ar-. 
tifices,  or  daring  pretenfions,  pafled  for  the 
greateft  ornaments  of  the  art,  having  ob- 
tained, by  ftratagem,  a  great  run  of  pradice, 
the  ear,  andunhmited  confidence  of  mankind. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  what  can  be  ex- 
pected but  mifinterpretation,  falfe  judgment, 
and  oppofition  to  every  innovation  or  gene- 
rous attempt  at  excellence,  or  the  advance- 
ment of  learning  ?  Men  are  only  true  judges 
of  merit,  and  are  moft  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge the  Ikill  and  genius  of  otliters,  who 
poffefs  fuperior  merit  and  judgment  them- 
felves. 

The  reiterated  under-hand  attempts  to  in- 
jure my  medical  charadter,  have  often  in- 
creafed  friends  and  reputation.  Mankind 
determine  by  fuccefsful  fadls,  not  by  fpecious  | 
profeffions.  A  phyfician  who  has  feen  eight 
or  nine  thoufand  difeafed  poor  annually,  for  J 
above  twenty  years,  muft  be  confidered  ex- 
perienced. He  becomes  too  publickly  known 
to  receive  much  injury  from  the  private 
flanders  of  thofe  whofe  {lender  experience 

and 
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and  pradice  were  never  direded  to  any  ob- 
jeds,  except  pecuniary  emolument  and  mean 
detradtion.  The  world  hears  the  falfe,  ma- 
lignant alTertions,  and  laughs  at  the  envy  of 
the  miferable  inventors.  Thefe  obfervations 
are  promulgated,  to  guard  fociety  againft  the 
fliafts  of  malice,  too  often  direded  againftthe 
mod  zealous  and  humane  attempts  to  alleviate 
human  mifery, 


A  SECOND 

L    E     T     T  E 


SIR, 

Th  E  trifling  cvafions,  in  the  Monthly 
Review  for  November  1774,  to  fcreen  yoi; 
from  the  juft  refentment  of  the  Pubhc, 
were  unworthy  of  my  attention,  did  it  not 
appear  from  fome  circumftances,  that  yoq 
are  either  the  author  or  dictator  of  that 
criticifm.  I  fhall,  therefore,  fubmit  the 
following  quotations  to  the  confideration 
of  the  Public  : 

**  The  circumftances  on  which  he  lays  his 
"  greateft  flrefs  is,  that  he  fucceeded  in  the 
1*  cure  of  Mi/s  S.,  who  had  been  under  Dr. 

"  Hunter's 
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-ff  Hunter's  care,  and  whom  he  had  given  up 
as  incurable.''  &c. 

If,  Sir,  you  had  cautioufly  examined  my 
letter,  you  might  have  obferved  that  the 
word  Mifs  is  in  no  part  of  it.  Where, 
then,  did  an  anonymous  Reviewer  receive  in- 
formation that  it  was  a  Mifs  S.  ?  Moft  cer- 
tainly from  you,  or  fome  of  your  friends, 

^'  Dr.  Hunter  faw  the  patient  (Mifs  S.) 
**  after  the  cure;  but  it  was  not  before 

f  *  Lady  H  -s  death  :  and  we  now  under^ 

fandthiLt  the  lady  was  fhewn  to  Dr.  Hunter, 
f*  that  Dr.  Rowley  might  have  it  to  fay,  that 
♦*  he  had  feen  her,  and  had  reafon  to  think 
**  flie  was  well  J  and,  by  confounding  thp 
55  tenfes  of  his  verbs,  make  the  reader  think 
**  it  was  before,  when  it  was  fqnie  time  after, 

M  Lady  H—  's  death." 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  exadt  time  when 
the  lady,  M.  S.,  vifited  Dr.  Hunter,  nor  did 
I  think  it  material.  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
great  fatisfadtion  to  Dr.  Hunter  to  know, 
that  a  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  uterus  had 
been  cured,  and  that  I  had  invented  a  more 
rational  method  for  the  cure  of  fuch  conX" 

plaints. 
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plaints,  which  ever  before  were  confidered 
incurable.  When  the  lady  was  perfedtly 
recovered,  from  a  humane  wifh  that  others 
in  fimilar  circumftances  might  be  relieved^ 
flie  vifited  you,  whom  herfelf  and  family 
confidered  as  a  humane  phyfician,  and  that 
you  would  rejoice  at  fo  pleafing  and  unex- 
pected an  event.  You  fpoke  in  the  higheft 
terms  of  the  cure;  and  this  was  pofitively 
before  I  was  propofed  to  be  confulted  by 
Lady  H  — . 

As  to  what  Reviewers  fay,  they  now  under- 
Jlajid,  &c.,  it  is  clear  that  they  received  their 
underftanding  from  you.  I  Hiall,  therefore, 
confider  you  as  the  ,  author,  and  the  criticifm. 
an  anfwer  to  my  letter;  containing  all  you  can 
advance  in  vindication  of  your  conduct. 

For,  if  you  had  publicly  refuted  any  of  the 
charges  againft  you,  your  friends  would  have 
adled  nobly  in  pleading  the  caufe  of  injured 
innocence  j  but  have  not  they  publiflied  your 
private  and  partial  intelligence  ?  Have  they 
not  become  warm  and  zealous  partizans, 
when  they  fhould  have  obferved  the  ftridt- 
eft  neutrality?    Is  it   confiftent  with  the 

charac- 
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;jhara(fters  of  impartial  critics  to  publiih 
what  you,  a  vindictive  enemy,  might  fay 
or  feel  on  the  fubje6t  of  my  letter  ?  and 
yet  their  criticifm  is  nothing  elfe.  On  the 
fame  principle  might  they  have  faid  that  the 
whole  of  the  cure  was  a  fi6lion.  In  what 
view,  therefore,  fliould  we  confider  the  pro- 
ductions of  fuch  partial  writers  ?  How  can 
they  exped:  the  confidence  of  the  Public j 
when  it  is  notorious  that  they  proftitute  their 
work  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  party  ma- 
lice ?  For  will  any  cool  unprejudiced  readers 
confider  that  cavilling  criticifm  on  my  letter 
in  any  other  light  than  the  rancorous  pro- 
ducflion  of  a  malignant  private  enemy,  Si- 
mulated by  envy  and  malice,  without  fuffi- 
cient  courage  to  openly  avow  his  miferable 
refentments? 

But,  Sir,  to  give  you  every  advantage  you 
can  reafonably  wifh,  I  will  examine  part  of 
your  criticifm,  and  candidly  anfwer  your  ob- 
jections. 

Your  principal  objedion  is,  that  you  was 
unacquainted  with  my  fuccefs  in  the  cure  of 
M.  S.  when  I  was  propofed  to  be  confulted 

by  . Lady  H-  .  You  admit  of  my  being 

men- 
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mentioned  to  you.  Can  it  then  be  reafon- 
ably  fuppofed  that  you  was  unacquainted 
with  the  caufe  ?  For  it  was  in  confequence 
of  my  having  cured  M.  S.  that  my  aflift- 
ance  was  urged.  The  noble  lady  who  re- 
commended me  fent  the  abftradt,  which  con- 
tained a  concife  account  of  the  cure,  to 

H  Houfe.    It  was  on  a  prefumption 

that  this  abflrad:  was  produced  to  you,  Of 
that  you  was  verbally  informed  of  this  cure, 
that  I  faid  you  was  acquainted  v/ith  my 
fuccefs.  I  could  not  naturally  think  other- 
wife;  and  will  any  other  perfon  imagine  that 
I  could  be  propofed  to  you  without  a  reafo.n 
being  afTigned  ?  The  noble  friends  of  the 
deceafed  lady,  perhaps  from  motives  of  po- 
litenefs,  might  not  mention  you  as  the  un- 
fuccefsful  phyfician ;  but  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt  of  your  well  knowing 
that  fuch  a  cure  had  been  effeded,  for 
you  had  repeatedly  feen  the  lady  after  | 
the  cure. 

The  lady  M.  S.  had  been  cured  a  con- 
fiderable  time  :  her  cafe  had  been  publifli-  \ 
ed,  both  in  my  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  i 
ulcerated  Legs,  and  in  the  abftrad  I  have  i 

juft  I 
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jull  mentioned but,  from  motives  of 
tendernefs  to  the  charadiers  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  who  had  been  confulted,  I  conceal- 
ed their  names.  In  my  former  letter  to 
you  I  have  even  avoided  criticifing  on  the 
pradices  relative  to  the  cure  of  M.  S. 
I  may  perhaps  be  lefs  fcmpulous  on  fuch 
occalions  hereafter.  This  condud:  of  mine, 
however,  proves  that  I  had  no  intention, 
of  depreciating  or  injuring  the  charadier 
of  any  gentleman  :  nor  could  I,  without 
violating  my  feelings,  well  knowing  every 
thing  in  their  fkill  or  power  was  attempt- 
ed. But  when  I  was  quite  pofitive  that 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  very  cure  in 
which  you  had  failed  was  the  caufe  of  my 
recommendation,  and  that  you  oppofed  me, 
I  appeal  to  every  difpafiionate  perfon,  whether 
I  had  not  a  juft  right  to  bring  you  forth  to 
the  public  view?  Believe  me,  Sir,  I  have 
not  the  leaft  perfonal  animofity  to  you; 
it  is  your  illiberal  and  felfilh  anions  which 
I  have  cenfured.  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed, 
by  unbiaffed  judges,  that  my  former  letter 
is  written  in  a  gentle  manner,  and  that  you 
sire  treated  with  great  moderation.     I  ani 

greatly 
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greatly  miftaken  if  it  be  not  clear  of  any 
fciirrility,  invedtive,  or  perfonal  abufe.  Then 
why  have  you  taken  the  advantage  of  con- 
veying,' through  an  anonymous  produdion, 
any  illiberal  invedlives  on  me  ?  I  con- 
lidered  it  a  matter  of  no  importance,  whe- 
ther the  perfon  oppofed  was  myfelf  or  any 
other  phyfician  or  furgeon  ;  for  it  would  have 
been  equally  illiberal  and  inhuman.  For 
if  we  were  to  allow  that  you  was  quite  un- 
acquainted with  the  caufe  of  my  being  pro- 
pofed,  ftill  the  fa6ls,  that  you  oppofed  affift- 
ance,  that  your  patient  died,  and  that  I  poli- 
tively  cured  a  lady  whom  you,  Dr.  Fother- 
gill,  and  others,  declared  incurable,  remain 
uncontrovertible.  You  acknowledge.  Sir,  for 
I  fliall  confider  the  criticifm  yours,  that  your 
oppolition  to  me  was  not  in  the  *'  h'ndefi  and 
chileji  way.''  Are  thefe  terms  adequate  to 
the  treatment  of  your  noble  patient?  Are 
lives  to  be  fported  with,  if  I  may  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion,  and  when  patients  perifli,  not  im- 
probably from  the  pride  arid  obftinacy  of  phy- 
ficians,  are  h?idejl  and  civikji  the  proper  ex- 
preffions  on  fuch  occafions  ?    No ;  there  are 

other 
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Other  terms  certainly  more  applicable  to  fucli 
unfeeling  practices. 

And  did  you  ferioufly  think,  Sir,  that  I 
was  to  be  filenced  by  you  in  the  character  of 
a  Reviewer?  or  that  your  unhappy  feel^ 
ings,  artfully  conveyed  through  that  chan- 
nel, would  have  paffed  unnoticed?  Indeed 
you  feem  fo  tranfported  by  anger,  envy, 
and  revenge,  that  you  have  loft  your  ufual 
circumfped:ion,  and  your  warm  advocates, 
the  Reviewers,  fuffering  your  malice  to  pafs 
through  their  vehicle  of  learning  and  know- 
kdge,  have  become  your  greateft  enemies. 
You  feem  now  reduced  to  a  truly  pitiable 
{ituation,  though,  from  your  dignity  of 
ftation,  the  intimate  friend  of  fo  many 
learned  fcholarsy  who,  with  a  thoughtlefs 
imprudence,  have  efpoufed  your  defperate 
caufe.  Could  not  their  difcerning  eyes,  fo 
capable  of  deteding  the  errors  and  inaccura- 
cies of  others,  difcover  thofe  fatal  inadver- 
tencies of  Mifs,  &c.  ?  Could  not  this  learned 
body  produce  fomething  which  had  lefs  the. 
appearance  of  partiality  and  perfonal  pique  ?. 
But  it  only  fcrves  to  prove  to  me,  that  abi- 

litiesj 
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lities,  when  engaged  in  an  unjuft  caufe^ 
are  only  capable  of  ufing  little  mean  artifi- 
ces, evafions,  and  perfiDnal  fcurrility;  which 
have  expofed  yoU  to  frefli  cehfures,  and  muft 
render  them  and  their  work  tonterriptible  in 
the  opinion  of  every  feniible  and  candid  per- 
fon.  For  while  a  critical  produ6liori  of  this 
nature  is  condiK^led  with  erudition,  juftice, 
and  impartiality,  it  is  of  public  utility;  but 
when  it  is  open  for  parties  in  any  difpute  to 
vent  their  anonymous  malice  or  ill  nature,  it 
then  becomes  a  public  niiifance.  vBut,  per- 
haps, Sir,  you  have  been  greatly  relieved  by 
this  delivery  of  your  anger  and  refentment. 
This  vent  of  the  paffions  may  have  Removed 
that  prefTure  on  the  mind  the  concioufnefs  of 
an  error  might  have  occafioned. 

The  epithets  which  you  have  fo  liberally 
beftowed  on  me  as  *'  enterprifing  furgeori,  ill 
*'  reception  amongfl  the  grandees  of  the  pro- 
*'  feffion,  fingle  combat  with  one  of  them,** 
&c.  Such  impotent  malice  I  fmile  at,  and 
am  not  a  little  entertained  at  fuch  poor 
labored  wit.  It  is  my  determined  refolution 
not  only  to  combat  fingly,  but  in  general, 
whatever  dodrines  in  phyfic  are  pernicious 

to 
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:o  the  community ;  and  I  will  with  induftry 
perfevere  in  every  iifeful  plan  which  can  ad- 
vance or  improve  the  profeflion.    I  confider 
this  to  be  the  duty  of  every  phyfician.  You, 
or  the  Reviewers,  whom  I  fliall  always  here- 
after confider  the  fame,  may  call  it  e?itcr- 
.  rijing ;  but  patients  alHidled  with  the  moft 
deplorable  difeafes,  without  hopes  of  relief, 
when  perfedtly  cured,  and  enjoying  the  bleff-* 
ings  of  health,  will  think  fuch  enterprifes 
laudable.    Neither  the  ribaldry  of  malevolent 
anonymous  writers,  nor  the  miferable  feelings 
of  a  man  tranfported  with  rage  at  being  told 
the  truth,  apd  hurried  by  his  impetuofity  to 
inadvertencies,  will  ever  difturb  my  tran- 
quillity. 

After  thus  difmiffing  your  curious  evafions, 
give  me  leave  to  introduce  you  as  a  principal 
ador  in  fome  new  fcenes :  and,  as  you  have 
diftinguiflied  yourfelf  in  an  oppofite  point  of 
view,  I  lliall  firfl  recite  an  inftance  where  you 
feemed  to  ad:  with  humanity. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  1774* 
about  five  weeks  after  the  publication  of  my 
ktter,  you  was  confulted  by  Mrs.  P.  in  your 
neighbourhood,  whoyou  faid  had  a  cancerous 

Vol.  I.  S  ulcer 
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ulcer  of  the  womb.  You  declared  your  in- 
capacity to  relieve  her,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
another  perfon  faid  that  fuch  difcafes  were 
incurable  ;  but  that  you  knew  of  a  phyfician 
who  pretended  to  cure  the  cancer;  that 
though  you  was  not  in  amity  with  him,  on 
account  of  a  letter  he  had  publifhed  againft 
you  on  the  death  of  Lady  H.,  yet  you  would 
recommend  him ;  and  you  afterwards  fent  a 
direction,  with  my  name  and  place  of  abode, 
to  the  unhappy  patient.  She  was  fuffering 
the  moft  extreme  tortures,  equal  to  the 
ftrongeft  labor  pains,  and  could  not  obtain 
any  eafe,  but  was  continually  fliifting  from 
one  part  of  the  room  to  another ;  nor  could 
file  get  a  minute's  fleep  night  or  day.  She 
had  been  under  feveral  pradtitioners,  botli 
French  and  Englifh,  without  obtaining  the 
leaft  relief.  This  patient,  though  in  indigent 
circumftanccs,  and  incapable  of  giving  any 
gratuity  for  my  affiflance,  I  immediately  un- 
dertook the  care  of ;  and  about  a  week  after  I 
was  informed  that  you  had  recommended 
me.  Though  it  was  no  diflicult  thing  to 
conceive  the  reafon  of  your  deiiring  that  1 
might  not  be  acquainted,  that  you  had  recom- 
mended 
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mended  to  me  this  poor  woman  till  I  had 
undertaken  her  relief,  yet,  as  I  confidered  that 
I  was  doing  a  humane  ad:,  I  cheerfully  gave 
her  every  affiftance  in  rny  power,  and  vifited 
her  daily  ;  and  in  a  little  time  fhe  was  fo 
much  better  as  to  obtain  her  natural  reft,  her 
pains  were  abated,  and  the  ichor  foon  had  a 
more  favorable  appearance.  I  fhall  now  re- 
cite the  other  iriftance,  in  whith  I  could  have 
wifhed  that  you  had  .been  influenced  by  hu^ 
mane  motives  to  have  relieved  an  unfortunate 
and  miferable  patient. 

Mrs.  S<  was  afflidled  with  a  large  fcirrhus 
of  the  uterus,  and  cancerous  ulcer.  She  had 
been  under  your  care,  which  candor  forbids 
me  to  fay  is  any  reflecftion  on  yoar  character, 
after  receiving  no  relief,  or  any  probability  of 
a  cure,  from  thofe  learned  and  celebrated 
Dodors  Levret  and  Petit,  and  feveral  other 
phyficians  and  accoucheurs  at  Paris. 

In  this  cafe  you  ftill  followed  your  favorite 
plan*  You  direded  \\\^  hemlock  bath,  hemlock 
in  pills,  twenty-four  of  which  were  taken 
daily,  as  I  was  informed  by  the  Apothecary*. 

Afolu- 

*  Some  of  thefe  very  pills  are  in  my  pofleffion. 


26o         SECOND  LETTER  TO  DR.  HUNTER,  Jiff. 

A  folution  of  opium,  which  the  lady  brought 
from  France,  was  taken,  fomething  fimilar 
to  our  Hquid  laudanum,  to  cafe  the  violent 
pains ;  for  fhe  had  been  in  fuch  excruciating 
tortures,  that  for  five  weeks  before  flie  left 
Paris  y  and  fix  weeks  after  flie  became  your 
patient,  flie  had  not  flept  five  minutes,  either 
day  or  night,  owing  to  the  violent  and  con- 
ftant  pains  flie  fuffered.  Her  body  was 
much  emaciated,  her  face  and  lips  were  pale, 
and  feveral  other  unfavorable  circumfiances 
likewife  attended  the  patient,  which  you  are 
well  acquainted  with. 

To  this  lady  you  could  not  plead  any  ig- 
norance of  my  fuccefs  in  fuch  cafes  j  becaufe 
you  had  feveral  weeks  before,  in  confequence 
of  my  having  cured  a  fimilar  cafe,  recom- 
mended me  to  the  qther. 

After  attending  Mr.  S.  about  fix  weeks, 
you  acquainted  her  that  you  had  confulted 
Sir  John  Pringle,  Phyfician  to  Her  Majefty, 
on  her  cafe,  and  you  advifed  her  to  fettle  her 
affairs  while  flie  retained  her  fenfes,  for  that 
Sir  John  and  yourfelf  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  cure  her.  This  the  un- 
fortunate lady  received  with  as  much  refig- 

nation 
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nation  as  the  nature  of  her  cafe  admitted  of. 
When  I  firft  vifited  her,  in  confcquence  of  her 
having  read  my  former  letter  to  you,  fhe  vva^s 
adually  engaged,  with  the  afliftance  of  her 
domeftics,  in  preparing  an  inventory  of  her 
effeds,  ferioufly  expeding  either  the  lofs  of 
fenfes  or  of  hfe. 

After  thus  ftating  thefe  recent  fa6ts,  the 
pubhc,  I  hope,  will  not  think  it  inconliftent 
in  me  to  alk  a  few  queftions  on  thefe  very 
important  and  ferious  occafions. 

On  what  principle  did  you  recommend  to 
me  one  patient,  and  withhold  my  affiflance  to 
the  other  ?  Did  not  both  equally  require  af- 
iiftance  ?  Was  it  becaufe  a  cure,  if  effedled  in 
the  firfl  inftance,  might  have  remained  for 
ever  in  obfcurity,  and  fuccefs  in  the  other 
might  lefTen  your  reputation  ?  Or  did  you 
artfully  fearch  for  the  firft,  and  introduce  a 
patient  in  fo  defperate  a  condition,  only  to 
injure  me  if  I  did  not  fucceed  ?  Though  it 
is  certainly  unreafonable  to  exped:  that  I  am 
to  cure  every  miferable  cafe  that  comes  under 
my  care,  at  a  time  when  all  other  phyficians 
conlider  it  incurable,  or  in  a  difeafe  that  in 
all  ages  has  been  thought  incurable ;  neither 

ought 
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ought  the  Utility  of  my  new  methods  to  be 
determined  by  any  fuch  defperate  and  unfair 
trials. 

How  could  you  fuffer  Mrs.  S.  to  languifli 
under  the  moft  excruciating  tortures,  when 
you  acknowledged  yourfelf  unacquainted 
with  any  method  to  relieve,  much  lefs  to 
cure  her  dreadful  diforder  ?  You  have  vifitcd 
this  lady  fince  llie  has  been  under  my  care, 
you  have  feen  the  prefcriptions,  and  you  was 
informed  that  (he  refted  every  night,  was  in 
little  pain  during  the  day,  and  you  feemed  to 
exprefs  great  fatisfadlion  on  this  pleafing  oc- 
cafion.  You  found  that  the  lady  could  walk 
erec5t,  which  Ihe  had  not  been  able  to  do  be- 
fore for  many  months.  Thefe  good  effedts 
of  my  new  alterative  methods  you  are  witnefs 
to,  though  the  patient  had  been  but  three 
weeks  under  my  care  when  you  vifited  her. 
She  is  now  much  more  recovered.  What 
was  your  anfwer  when  fhe  afked  you  why 
you  had  not  recommended  me  to  attend  her, 
as  well  as  the  pauper  you  had  recommended 
me  to  ?  You  gravely  told  her  that  you  in- 
tended it,  when  you  was  convinced  that  1 
had  cured  the  other.     But,  Sir,  was  it  not 

cruel 
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cruel  to  wait,  and  let  a  patient  fuffer  extreme 
mifery,  in  expectation  of  relief,  if  I  relieved 
■another,  which  was  probably  above  the  reach 
of  the  medical  art  ?    You  certainly  cannot  be 
fo  ignorant  in  your  profeffion  as  not  to  know 
that  your  laft  patient  muft  have  pcrifhed, 
while  the  other  was  obtaining  a  cure,  if 
curable.    For  is  it  not  rational  to  fuppofe 
that  fuch  inveterate  and  horrid  difeafes  re- 
quire a  confiderable  time  to  eradicate  ?  But  if 
you  was  only  a(5ling  as  a  fpcdiator  in  Mrs. 
S.'s  cafe,  waiting  the  event  of  my  fuccefs  in 
Mrs.  P.'s  cafe,  why  did  you  fo  liberally 
order  the  hemlock?    Why  were  the  fame 
poifonous  remedies  prefcribed  in  thofe  very^ 
forms  in  which  they  had  been  adminiftered 
without  fuccefs,  but  probably  with  injury,  in 
the  cafes  of  Lady  H.  and  M.  S.  ?    Why  did 
youadvife  Mrs.  S.  to  prepare  for  her  unhappy 
fate  ?     Were  you  in  expedlation  that  the 
fafhionable   and   deftrudive  drug,  hemlock, 
would,  as  before,  occafion  a  lofs  of  memory  ? 
Did  you  expedl  that  the  laudanum  would 
have  lulled  the  miferable  patient  into  infenfi- 
b.lity,  and  by  that  means  render  her  incapable 

Qf 
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of  complying,  if  relief  was  offered  ?  When 
have  thcfc  remedies,  even  in  the  leaft,  alle- 
viated the  fymptoms  without  impairing  the 
mental  faculties  ?  Can  any  one  fay  you  was 
waiting  the  iffue  of  my  fuccefs,  when  it  is 
evident  that  you  was  ordering  the  mofl  dele- 
terious medicines  ?  Let  the  Public  now 
judge  of  your  condudl;  for  what  dependance 
can  be  placed  in  a  man  who  adts  in  fo  oppo- 
fite  a  manner  ?  How  can  we  reconcile  all 
that  appearancp,  fo  confpicuous  in  your  de- 
portment, of  extreme  tendernefs  for  your  pa- 
tients, when,  by  your  adlions,  you  feem  to 
be  devoid  of  all  thofe  fine  feelings,  candor, 
and  humanity,  which  fhould  ever  influence  a 
phyfician. 

I  fhall  now  make  fome  obfervations  on 
that  deflruftive  and  poifonous  drug,  hemlock y 
for  the  fafliion  of  giving  it  feems  to  prevail 
with  fuch  unremitting  ardor,  that  the  Public 
might  be  inclined  to  think  favorably  of  it,  and 
really  imagine  it  to  be  ufeful  in  true  cancers. 

We  have  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
famous  Phyfician  Storck,  of  Vienna,  was  po- 
fitively  a  deceiver ;  and  whoever  reads  the 
epillle  on  the  hemlock^  \v'hieh  was  pubJifhed 
A.  above 
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above  nine  years  ago  by  the  learned  Profeflbr 
De  Haen,  at  Vienna,  may  be  convinced  of 
this.  This  gentleman  and  many  others  gave 
it  a  fair  trial  in  the  cancer,  but  without  any 
fuccefs,  as  will  appear  by  the 'following  paf- 
fages : 

In  his  Epiftle  De  Cicuta,  page  13,  after 
proving,  from  the  written  teftimonies  of  fe- 
veral  phyficians  and  furgeons,  that  the  hem- 
lock had  been  tried  in  feveral  difeafes,  but 
without  fuccefs  in  the  cancer,  he  fays, 

*Liceat,  vir  eruditiffime,  haec  lingulatim 
examinare.  Deprehendimus  primo  ex  eis, 
qui  vero  fcirrho  aut  cancro  laborarunt,  nullum 
feu  nullam  (plerseque  enim  foeminse  funt)  cu- 

ratum 

*  *•  Give  mc  leavCj  moft  learned  Sir,  to  examine  this  parti- 
*'  cularly.    We  perceive,  firft,  that  out   of  thirty-fi;c  perfons 

who  labored  under  the  true  fcirrluis  and  cancer,  none  were 

cured  ;  thirty  of  them  died  nuferably,  and  the  other  fix  re- 
**  main  incurable  :  and  we  find  the  fame  thing  particularly  ob- 
•**  ferved  by  the  praiiitioners  at  Breflaw;  namely,  we  read,  that 
"  the  excellent  Surgeon  Hauptmann  confeffes  openly,  that  he 
"  never  cured  a  manifeft  cancer  with  hemlock  ;  neither  did  he 

ever  know  an  inftance  of  its  being  cured  by  any  other  perfoo. 
*'  The  moft  ingenious  Surgeon  Beer  fays,  that  he  has  feen  no 
!"  one  who  has  cured  the  cancer,  and  that  he  never  cured  one 

himfelf.    The  moft  expcft  Phyfieian  Wicke  fays,  that  the 

*'  hemlock 
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ratiim  efle,  earumdemque  30  mifere  periiflc, 
et  6  incurabiles  manfifTe.    Advertimus  quo- 
que  hoc  peculiariter  a  pra^licis  Brejlavienfibus 
efle  notatum.    Scilicet,  egregium  chirurgum 
Hauptmann  aperte  fatentem  legimus,  apertum 
carter um  nwiquam fe  cicuia  curajfe^  nec  curatum 
a  quopiam  nop.     Dexterrimum  chirurgum 
Beer,  cancrum  a  nemine  curatum  fe  vidiffe, 
nec  fe  unquam  ilium  curafle.     Exper.  medi- 
cum  Wicke,  cancro  nunquam  profuiffe  ci- 
cutam.  Experti  itaque  idem  funt  Breflavienfes 
quod  ego,  quod  Vienna  multi  mecum,  quod 
centeni  medici  Galliy  Italiy  Germani,  AngU, 
Bolgce  toties,  experti  funt. 

■  P.  62.  Horrorem  profedo  omnium  per 
Europam  mcdicorum  animis  incutiat  oportet 

«'  hemlock  has  never  been  ufeful  in  the  cure  of  the  cancer.  Ther?- 
fore  the  Breflaw  phyficians,  and  many  other  phyficians  at  Vi. 
«  enna,  likewife  hundreds  of  phyficians,  French,  Italians. 
«  GeriJians,  Englifti,  Dutch,  have  often  experienced  the  fame 
*'  as  myfelf." 

P.  62.  "  Indeed  the  fad  remembrance  of  thoufands  of 
women,  who  have  been  untimely  deftroyed  in  the  fpace  of 
the  laft  feven  years  by  this  plant  (hemlock),  or  have  been 

■  «  prevented  from  the  falutary  ufe  of  the  knife,  muft  ftrike 
-  the  minds  of  ^11  the  phyficians  throughout  Europe  with 
f  horror." 

niemona 
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memoria  triftis  millenarum  mulierum,  quas 
ab  elapfo  retro  feptennio  h^c  planta  aut  longe 
praematLirius  occiderit,  aut  iinico  falubri  ferro 
detraxerit. 

Though  this  has  been  publiflied  nine  years, 
yet  fo  indolent  do  the  praditioners  feem  in 
this  country,  that  few  know  thefe  very  im- 
portant fads ;  for  it  is  prefcribed  with  as 
much  ardor  and  ill-effed;  as  ever  *.  Have 
not  immenfe  quantities  of  Storck's  extrad: 
been  imported  to  moft  parts  of  Europe  ?  but 
where  are  any  poiitive  proofs  of  a  perfed 
cancer  being  cured  by  it  ?  But  how  can  it  be 
expeded,  when  we  are  certain  that  Storck, 
who  introduced  it,  had  impofed  on  the  Pub- 
lic, whirch  has  been  politively  proved  by 
Profeffor  De  Haen,  a  Court  Phyfician  living 
at  Vienna,  whofe  certain  intelligence  cannot 
be  doubted  ?  If  this  be  the  truth,  what  phy- 
Hcian  then  can  with  a  fafe  confcience  pre- 
fcribe  it  ?  And  yet  there  are  few  phyficians 
who  do  not  conftantly  order  it  in  cancerous- 
and  even  other  cafes  j  and  why  ?  Becaufe  it 

is 


*  When  I  was  at  Vienna  I  faw  forty  pounds  of  extra(n  of  hem- 
lock at  the  great  hofpital ;  but  I  fought  in  vain  for  any  one  pcr^ 
fijn  pured  of  a  true  cancer  by  this  drug, 
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is  fafliionable.  I  could  produce  feveral  fuch 
ftriking  inftances  of  the  deftrudive  effects  of 
phyfical  fafliions,  and  the  abfurd,  unthinking 
credulity  of  its  members.  Should  fuch  a  drug 
be  prefcribed,  when  it  is  clearly  proved  that 
it  does  not  anfvver  its  refolvent  intention  ? 
We  know  hemlock  to  be  a  ftrong  poifon  ;  and 
how  are  phyficians  certain  that  its  noxious 
qualities  do  not  frequently  haften  death  ?  I 
confefs,  that  though  1  would  heartily  engage 
in  the  promotion  of  every  medical  improve- 
ment, yet  I  cannot  help  confidering  every  phy- 
sician in  error  who  prefcribes  hemlock,  un- 
lefs  merely  as  an  anodyne.  V  perhaps  have 
feen  more  cancerous  cafes  than  any  other  phy- 
iician,  but  have  never  yet  met  with  one  pa- 
tient who  has  taken  it  with  advantage  j  nay, 
in  many  it  has  produced  lofs  of  memory, 
violent  pains  in  the  head,  convulfions,  and, 
in  fome  inftances,  I  have  had  great  reafon  to 
conclude  that  it  has  proved  fatal  *.  As  other 
phyficians  muft  have  been  convinced  of  its 

inefficacy 

*  An  inftance  of  this  fort  happened.  A  young  Major  in  the 
army,  formerly  a  patient  of  Mr.  Nefbit's,  Great  Marlborough 
Street,  took  fo  much,  as  a  remedy  for  a  fpreading  ulcer,  as  to 
deftroy  life,  though  warned  of  the  confequence. 
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nefEcacy  and  dangerous  qualities,  why  do 
they  conftantly  prefcribe  it  ?  I  have  feen  ma- 
ny recipes  of  refpedlable  phyficians  in  town, 
who  have  repeatedly  prefcribed  this  noxious 
drug  without  any  advantage,  and  yet  thefe 
very  men  conftantly  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  it. 
When  I  have  mentioned  objedions  to  fuch 
pradices,  I  have  been  queftioned,  what  can 
be  done  in  fuch  defperate  cafes  ?  I  anfwer,  it 
would  be  a  more  confcientious  part  in  a  phy- 
fician  never  to  prefcribe  either  opium  or  heju- 
locky  when  no  good  efFedls  are  produced. 
Rather  let  us  feek  for  new  methods,  and  let 
ais  embrace  fuch  difcoverics  with  a  becoming: 
generofity  and  candor,  inflead  of  envy  and 
ppofition  from  felfiflinefs  or  pride.  While 
fpirit  of  perfecution  prevails  againft  every 
an  who  fhakes  off  vulgar  prejudices  to  im- 
rove  the  art,  there  is  little  encouragement  to 
ake  known  any  new  improvements. 
Nothing  but  a  fincere  defire  to  ferve  man- 
ind  could  induce  me  to  publifli  thefe  me- 
ods ;  for  which  has  been  experienced  ran- 
caC)  |or  and  illibcrality.    Any  reformation,  how- 
Ver,  in  the  parties  is  more  to  be  wilhed  for 
an  expc(5led.    1  may  appear  warm  againft 

that 
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that  poifonous  drug,  hemlock    but  fhould  be 
equally  animated  to  praife  its  virtues,  were  tl 
not  convinced,  from  feveral  years  experiencc^i 
that  it  does  not  fucceed  in  curing  cancerou 
cafes. 

I  fliall  now,  in  vindication  of  ,  my  charac 
ter,  explain  to  the  Public  fome  points  men 
tioned  in  the  Monthly  Review,  which  havi 
a  tendency  to  injure  me  in  the  opinion  o 
mankind  and  the  profeffion.  In  that  work 
is  infertftd, 

*'  We  have  had  occafion  more  than  once  t 
*'  review  the  productions  of  this  writer,  but 
**  then  he  was  in  an  humbler  chara6ler  than^j 
•*  that  which  he  now  fuftainsj  it  was  that  ofi 
an  enterprifing  furgeon^  advertijing  a  gre&M 
number  of  cures  in  cancerous ^  venereal ^  and  I 
other  cafes.'* 

From  the  foregoing  affertions,  an  unilB^j. 
formed  reader  would  conclude  that  I  had  ad| 
vertifed  quack  puffs,  or  relations  of  my  eun 
in  the  newfpapers ;  or  had  vended  foni' 
quack  medicine.  If  the  Reviewers  mean  i 
in  this  light,  I  can  only  anfwer,  that  thet 
have  inferted  a  pofitive  falfliood.  Ifitbl 
meant  that  my  medical  pamphlets  are  advetlj. 
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tiTemcnts,  I  fliall  only  anfwer  fuch  malevo- 
lent infinuations  by  informing  the  public  of 
the  nature  of  thofe  produdions.  In  doing  * 
this  I  am  reduced  to  a  fituation  by  no  means 
defirable  ;  for  if  I  were  to  remain  lilent,  the 
Public  might  think  their  illiberal  charges 
true :  if  I  anfwer,  I  am  obliged  to  fpeak  of 
myfelf  in  a  manner  which  may  excite  difguft 
and  fufpicion  in  the  minds  of  the  readers. 
It  frequently  happens,  that  what  a  man  fays 
in  favor  of  himfelf  is  partial,  as  wc  are  too 
apt  to  flatter  our  own  abilities.  If,  then,  I 
iTiould  be  rather  warm  in  defending  my  own 
caufe,  it  is  hoped  every  candid  perfon  will 
recolle6t,  that  I  have  been  publicly  accufed  of 
actions  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  profeflion 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  that  I  muft 
tamely  fuffer  an  injury  from  the  dark  attacks 
of  anonymous  writers,  and  envious  malig- 
nant whifperers,  or  refute  them  by  the  fol- 
lowing fa(5ts.  ' 

After  the  advantages  of  as  regular  a  furgi- 
ral,  anatomical,  and  medical  education  as 
this  metropolis  could  give,  or  induftry  and 
iludy  acquire,  I  went  young  into  the  King's 
fervice  in  the  war  between  this  country, 

France, 
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France,  and  Spain,  from  the  beginning  of 
1761  to  tbe  end  of  that  war.    This  I  confi- 
dered  the  proper  fchool  of  experience  for  a 
young  man.    About  fourteen  years  ago,  fee- 
ing  the  defeats  and  ill-fuccefs  in  curing 
old  ulcers  of  the  legs,  I  invented  a  new  me- 
thod of  cure  without  rejl^  by  altering  the 
ftate  of  the  blood,  and  removing  the  caufe  of 
acrimony  by  diet  and  mineral  alteratives,  ni- 
tre, &c.    After  repeated  trials,  and  experi- 
ence ia  different  parts  of  Europe,  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  America,  I  fettled  in  London, 
my  native  place,  though  a  North  Briton  has 
prefumed  to  call  me  a  Jirangcr.    I  made  it  my 
conftant  endeavour  to  improve  on  the  plan  of 
curing  ulcers ;  and  confidering  fuch  a  difco- 
very,  if  well  known  in  the  profeffion,  might 
prove  of  public  utility,  I  publiflied  the  new 
methods  about  fix  years  ago.    In  this  effiiy 
was  related  faithfully  the  very,  means  which 
had  proved  fo  fuccefsful,  illuftrating  the  whole 
with  a  great  number  of  well-authenticated 
cafes.    In  thefe  were  feveral  inftances  of  per- 
fons  cured,  who  had  been  afflided  from  three 
or  four  years,  to  between  thirty  and  forty 
years,  with  obftinate  ulcers,  incurable  by 

any 
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any  other  means ;  and  many  refpedable  per- 
fons  are  now  living  teftimonies  of  the  fad:s» 
Several  of  thefe  very  patients  had  been  unfuG- 
.  tefsfully  treated  by  the  moft  eminent  phylx- 
Cians  and  furgeons  in  this  metropolis 

I  clearly  refuted  the  prejudiced  docflrine, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  cure  old  ulcers ^  and 
that  gradually  altering  the  habit  by  mineral 
alteratives,  given  in  the  mildeft  and  gentleft 
manner,  every  fort  of  ulcer  is  curable,  whe- 
ther callous,  putrid,  or  iiftulous,  without 
danger  to  the  conftitution ;  nay,  the  confli- 
tution  of  patients  is  amended  by  this  method, 
for  I  have  ever  confide'red  the  ulcer  to  bei 
owing  to  a  fcorbutic  habit,  confequently  no- 
thing is  more  neceflary  than  to  alter  it.  I 
have  had  feveral  well-authenticated  fades  of 
the  fuccefs  of  thefe  new  methods  in  France, 
Italy,  and  Germany  ;  in  which  lafl  country 
the  EfTay  has  been  tranflated.  Great  has 
been  the  advantages  in  the  Wert  Indies  and 
America,  and  in  every  part  of  England, 
"where  the  pradlitioners  have  been  influenced 
by  a  defire  to  cure  their  patients,  without  any 
animofity  or  envy  to  the  inventor.  From 

this 

*  See  Trcatife  on  the  Cure  of  Ulcers,  4.th  Edition. 
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this  conftant  pradlice,  and  making  my  houfc 
many  years  a  receptacle  for  the  afflided  poor, 
the  numbers  of  which  were  feldom  lefs  than 
from  ten  to  twelve  ihoufand  annually  in  va- 
rious difeafes,  I  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  extending  the  utility  of  thefe  and  other 
methods,  and  improving  them.  I  then  be- 
gan to  confider  that  other  ulcers  might  be 
cured  by  a  limilar  plan.  It  was  found  I  could 
refolve  the  callofity  which  commonly  fur- 
rounds  old  ulcers ;  and  from  analogous  reafon- 
ing  I  conceived  that  the  cellular  membrane  of 
one  part  might  be  foftened  by  the  fame  means 
which  refolved  the  induration  of  the  other. 

The  induration  about  the  anus,  which  is 
frequently  produdtive  of  the  fiftula,  has  been 
cured,  and  often  the  fiftula  itfelf,  by  altera- 
tives, fumigations,  fponge  tent,  or  mercuriaf 
injedtions.    I  next  imagined  that  a  fimila^ 
method ,  with  the  addition  of  more  penetra^j] 
ting  remedies,  would  prove  ufeful  in  glandu4 
lar  difeafes,  as  the  King's  evil,  and  theoc-- 
cult  cancer  of  the  breafts.    I  could  often  re- 
folve the  hardneffes  of  the  breafts,  whicSn 
happen  during  lying-in,  or  frorh  other  caufes. 
From  being  engaged  in  a  very  extenfive  prac- 
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tice  of  midwifery,  and  readily  attending  the 
poor  for  feveral  years,  I  had  vaft  opportuni- 
ties of  experience.  When  I  had  a  fufEcient 
number  of  proofs,  and  finding  that  the  com- 
mon methods  of  treating  the  breaft,  during 
lying-in,  was  the  caufe  of  many  difafterous 
events,  I  pubUfhed  my  thoughts  on  the  fub- 
jedt,  in  a  fmall  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  of 
the  Breafts  of  Women,  the  method  of  pre- 
venting the  cancer,  fome  obfervations  on  the 
indifcriminate  ufe  of  low  diet  during  Iying--in, 
and  other  modern  prejudices  in  the  practice 
of  midwifery.  For  this  little  production  I 
received  the  encomiums  of  many  of  the  learn- 
ed in  different  parts  of  Europe. 

I  was  afterwards  induced  to  believe,  that 
if  difeafes  of  one  glandular  part  were  curable  y 
that  others  might  likewife  be  fo  ;  therefore  the 
next  attempts  were  on  the  fcrophula,  of 
King's  evil,  and  feveral  cafes  were  cured* 
I  then  extended  my  thoughts  to  cure  the  in- 
durations of  the  breafts  without  cutting,  or 
any  external  application,  and  cured  fome  few 
recent  cancerous  breafls  which  were  condemn- 
ed to  be  cut  off.  This  emboldened  me  to  at- 
tempt to  cure  the  ulcer  of  the  uterus,  o.r 

T  2  ~  womb, 
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womb,  cancerous  induration,  and  cancerous 
ulcers  of  other  parts.  I  am  happy  to  find 
the  pradtice  is  fometimes,  though  not  always, 
attended  with  unexpected  fuccefs ;  I  call  it 
unexped:ed,  for  feldom  have  patients  applied 
until  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity  and 
danger,  and  given  up,  as  loft,  by  other  phy- 
ficians.  The  ulcer  in  the  womb  is  too  often 
miftaken  for  the  fluor  albus,  ftone,  &c.,  and 
if  treated  as  fuch,  may  prove  an  irreparable 
mifchief  to  the  patient.  If  now  and  then  a 
patient  may  be  liberated  in  fome  of  thefe  def- 
perate  inftances,  which  can  be  clearly  proved, 
how  much  eafier  would  a  cure  be  effecfted  in 
the  early  ftages  of  this  terrible  diforder,  when 
it  is  miftaken  for  fome  other?  how  many 
agonizing  tortures  might  be  prevented  to 
thofe  who  are  the  unfortunate  vid:ims  of  this 
deplorable  difeafe  ? 

Imp?'ove??jents  in  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes. 
From  frequent  obfervation  I  difcovered  that 
the  common  methods  of  treating  difeafes  of 
the  eyes  were  very  defed:ive,  cruel,  and  un- 
fuccefsful.  With  unwearied  diligence  I  ap- 
plied myfelf  to  make  improvements  in  the 

cure 
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cure  of  thefe  difeafes,  after  examining  with 
attention,  the  dodtrines  of  the  ancients  and 
moderns.  I  firft  difcovcred,  that  in  many  in- 
flances  the  moft  violent  inflammation  could 
be  cured  in  about  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
hours  on  my  principles,  if  no  injurious  ex- 
ternal applications  had  been  ufed.  This  led 
me  to  examine  accurately  the  other  difeafes 
of  the  eyes,  as  the  cataradt,  gutta  ferena,  opa- 
city of  the  cornea,  &c. 

In  many  inftances  of  the  gutta  ferena  I  have 
reftored  but  few  perfons  to  fight,  though  I 
have  been  very  induflrious  in  my  attempts. 

In  the  opacity  of  the  cornea  and  cataradl, 
I  have  invented  and  publifhed  a  new  method 
to  reftore  fight  chiefly  by  internal  medicines* 
Between  thirty  and  forty  patients,  who  were 
blind,  have  now  perfed:  fight,  and  are  living 
witnelTes  of  this  important  difcovery  *.  ^ 

In  the  catarad:,  where  the  operation  is  ab- 
folutely  necefifary,  I  have  invented  inftruments 
which  render  more  facile  this  operation,  and 
have  had  confidcrable  fuccefs  in  the  extradiion 
of  the  cataract,  which  is  well  known  to  feme 

pradlitioners 

*  See  Treatife  on  118  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes,  Eyelids,  &c.; 
with  new  ipethods  of  rcftoring  defedivc  or  loft  vifion. 
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praditioners  in  this  town.  My  inftruments, 
I  hope,  will  be  a  confiderable  acquifition  to 
the  province  of  furgery,  and  the  method  ufed 
to  prevent  the  inflammation  in  this  operation 
will  be  of  no  fmall  fervice  to  the  patient. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  improvements,  I 
publifhed  a  treatife  on  the  principal  difeafes 
of  the  eyes,  containing  a  criticifm  on  the  an- 
cient and  modern  methods  of  cure,  with  ob- 
fervations  on  the  prefent  defective  modes  of 
treatment,  and  new  and  mild  methods  for  the 
cure  of  difeafes  of  this  organ,  with  the  dan- 
ger of  applying  poultices  to  the  eyes,  and 
other  external  applications.  This  work  has 
received  more  encomiums  than,  perhaps,  it 
merited  ;  in  a  future  treatife  I  hope  to  intro-: 
duce  many  new  improvements,  the  refult  o 
much  experience  and  theoretical  refledtion. 

As  to  advertifing  cures  in  cancerous  cafes, 
it  is  an  abfolute  falfehood,  unlefs  publifliing 
a  few  remarkable  cafes  at  the  end  of  my  trea4^ 
tife  on  the  cure  of  ulcerated  legs  be  called  ad- 
vertifing.  One  is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  a 
man  who  loft  partof  his  upper  jaw-bone,  five 
fore  teeth,  the  palate  bones  were  deftroyed, 
the  feptum,  or  the  part  which  divides  the 

noftrils, , 
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noftrils,  was  deftroyed,  the  whole  mouth 
and  inward  part  of  the  nofe  were  continued 
foul  corroding  ulcers.  This  poor  man  was 
perfed:ly  cured  by  cinnabarine  fumigations, 
&c.,  in  five  weeks,  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
after  he  had  been  for  advice  for  near  two 
years  to  every  hofpital  in  town,  and  to  many 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons.  This  fadl 
is  known  to  feveral  men  in  the  profeffion,  of 
no  inconfiderable  eminence. 

Another  inftance  is  of  the  cure  of  a  fcir- 
rhus  of  the  tefticle  and  cancerous  ulcers  of  the 
fcrotum,  which  was  condemned  to  be  cut  off 
by  an  eminent  furgeon,  This  cancerous  cafe 
I  perfectly  cured,  and  many  others,  by  Plum- 
jner's  pills,  nitre,  and  fumigation. 

As  to  advertifing  cures  in  venereal  cafes,  it 
is  likewife  as  untrue  as  the  reft.  Indeed  I 
have  communicated  to  the  world,  in  a  pam- 
phlet, a  method  of  curing  the  frefli  contradled 
gonorrhoea,  by  a  new  and  fafe  injedion, 
compofed  of  ol.  amygdah  dulc,  argerit.  viv, 
and  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  with  few  medi- 
cines, and  have  given  my  reafons  why  all 
rough  remedies  are  injurious  to  the  confti- 
tution.    I  cannot  conceive  that  publifhing  an 

ufeful 


JiSo        SECOND  LETTER  TO  DR.  HUNTER,  ^C. 

ufeful  invention  is  derogatory  to  the  charader 
of  a  phyfician :  if  it  be,  1  acknowledge  my* 
felf  guilty  in  fcveral  inftanccs. 

Thefe  works  were  the  offspring  of  ardent 
endeavours,  in  the  early  part  of  life,  to  dete(ft 
prejudices,  and  obviate  their  evil  tendency  ; 
but  a  much  larger  work  occupies  my  atten- 
tion, namely,  t\\t  Schola  Medicine y  in  Latin, 
containing  the  neweft  improvements  in  every 
branch  of  medical  fcience  ;  but  I  doubt  much 
whether  I  may  live  to  fee  it  completed  *, 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured,  in  my  own  vin- 
dication, to  flate  a  number  of  fadts,  in  which 
I  hope  it  will  be  found  that  I  have  abided  by 
the  ftridleft  truth.  I  have,  therefore,  a  right 
to  claim  the  difcovery  of  curing  ulcerated 
legs  without  refty  rejloring  defeB.ive  and loji  vi- 
fioriy  in  many  inflances,  by  internal  medicines 
only,  and  removing  in  fome  cafes  that  inve- 
terate difeafe,  the  recent  cancer.  Thefe  are 
the  enterprifes  I  have  engaged  in  ;  the  fuccefs 
gives  a  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  which  is  in-  j 
expreffible— a  fatisfadlion  unknown  to  nar- 
row, contradled  minds.    Whether  fuch  en- 

■  terpyijes  \ 

The  firft  volume  is  now  almoft  ready  for  publication,  cor-  | 
taining  54  copperplates. 
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urprifes  deferve  calumnies  and  detradlion, 
whether  a  reputation  raifed  by  fuch  purfuits 
fhould  be  privately  injured  by  thofe  who  have 
caught  the  ear  of  mankind  by  artifices,  and 
who  are  indolent  themfelves,  let  the  world 
determine.  But  perhaps  the  Reviewers  might 
mean,  by  enterprijing^  that  1  was  a  rafh  prac- 
titioner. If  fo,  I  can  only  appeal  to  all  the 
faculty  who  have  read  my  works,  they,  I  be-« 
lieve,  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  never  prefcribe  any  violent  or  irritating 
medicine,  except  on  rational  principles. 

Thus  it  muft  appear,  that  whatever  was 
the  meaning  of  you,  or  the  Reviewers,  in 
charging  me  with  being  an  enterprifing  fur- 
geon,  unlefs  you  meant  it  as  an  honourable 
diftindtion,  that  you  have  not  adhered  to 
truth.  This  is  fufficient  to  determine  what 
dependance  fhould  be  placed  on  the  other 
parts  of  the  criticifm  j  for  if  this  be  falfe  and 
groundlefs,  what  probability  is  there  that  any 
other  part  is  true  ?  But  I  fhall  proceed,  in  the 
examination  of  this  curious  produdion. 

Were  I  to  expatiate  on  the  language  and 
grofs  tautology  of  this  flimfy  criticifm,  and 
the  unprecife  meaning  of  moil  of  the  fenten- 

ces, 
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CCS,  I  might  enlarge  on  the  fubjedt;  but  to 
cavil  at  words  is  not  my  intention  j  I  fhall 
'  leave  that  for  thofe  whofe  province  it  is,  thofc 
dealers  in  words,  the  Monthly  Reviewers. 

**  We  fee  him  raifed  into  the  higher  fpherc 
**  of  medicine;  where,  however,  not  being 

well  received  amongft  the  grandees  of  the 

faculty,  he  challanges  one  of  them  to  fin- 

gle  combat  j  but  we  fear  he  will  be  dif- 
♦*  comfited,"  &c. 

How  came  the  Reviewers  to  alTert  that  I 
was  not  well  received  ?  Where  did  they  re-» 
ceive  their  information  ?  Are  the  Reviewers 
phyficians  ?  or  have  fome  of  the  grandees  of 
the  faculty,  as  they  arc  called,  applied  to 
them  to  make  fuch  an  affertion  ?  Becaufe  \ 
declare  it  to  be  falfe  and  groundlefs.  It  is 
my  happinefs  to  be  known  and  refped:ed  by 
feveral  men  of  learning  in  the  profeffion  iq , 
this  country,  and  other  parts  of  Europe. 

**  But  we  fear  he  will  be  difcomfited,"  &c.. 
In  this  the  Reviewers,  or  rather  you.  Dr.. 
Hunter,  have  been  miftakenj  fo  that  your; 
fears  are  ill  founded  and  groundlefs. 

**  We  are  forry  that  his  acceffion  of  dignity  r 
*'  has  not  introduced  him  among  Jcholars^ 

"  wh 
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<<  who  would  have  given  him  a  little  affifl:- 
«'  ance." 

And  fo  it  feems  that  you  and  the  Reviewers 
are  forry.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  and 
them  for  thefe  expreffions  of  grief;  and,  in 
return,  I  am  forry  that  your  caufe  is  fo  bad, 
that,  even  with  the  joint  alliflance  of  fuch 
fagacious  fcholars,  you  have  not  been  able  to 
manufadure  fome  rational  defence  of  your 
condud:.  As  to  affiftance,  I  hope  to  be  al- 
ways capable,  without  affiftance,  to  defend 
myfelf  againfl:  you,  or  any  others  who  at- 
tempt to  injure  me.  *'  You  was  likewife 
**  well  acquainted  with  my  fuccefs  at  the 
**  time  I  was  propofed  to  be  confulted  by 

**  Lady  H  *s  friends ;  and  you  have  feen 

**  the  lady  M.  S.  in  perfed:  health  fince  the 
*'  cure  has  been  effeded  ;  and  by  confounds 

ing  the  tenfes  of  the  verbs,"  &c. 

In  the  foregoing  pafTage  is  an  attempt  to 
make  the  Public  beheve  that  I  had  fome  in- 
tention of  mifleading  mankind  ;  but  I  have  al^ 
ready  anfwered  this  objedion.  The  quibble 
about  the  verb  is  admirable  for  learned 
fcholars  and  critics.  Whoever  criticifes  on 
mere  words,  in  a  medical  trad,  mull  be  in  a 

critical 
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critical  fituation  themfelves,  and  become  ob-i 
jedts  of  pity  from  their  ignorance ;  for  fuch 
puerile  critics  are  undeferving  either  of  ri- 
dicule or  contempt. 

**  For  what  Dr.  Rowley  fays  in  regard  to 

*'  Lady  H  's  cafe,  and  to  the  manner 

•*  in  which  her  diforder  was  treated  by  the 
**  learned  phyficians  before  named,  we  muft 
**  refer  to  his  pamphlet," 

This  laft  part,  however,  does  honor  to 
your  cunning.  The  circumftances  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  the  Public  are  artfully 
concealed,  namely,  that  of  a  cure  being  per- 
formed, which  thofe  learned  phyficians,  be- 
fore confulted  with  Dr.  Hunter,  confidered 
incurable.  But  this  filence  well  becomes 
the  dignity  of  impartial  critics,  does  it  not? 
It,  however,  certainly  anfwers  your  purpofe. 

And  now.  Sir,  permit  me  to  advife  you 
to  form  mean  medical  cabals  againft  me; 
go,  and  proftrate  yourfelf  in  the  moft  fub- 
miflive  and  fervile  manner  to  thofe  ora^ 
cles  of  karning,  thofe  mighty  fcholars^  the 
Reviewers:  perfuade  them,  by  any  means, 
however  diflionourable,  to  treat  me  with  per- 
sonal fcurrility  and  abufe  as  they  conflantly 
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doj  pour  forth  your  rancorous  indignatiori^ 
by  falfe  inuendoes  in  private  families,  or 
through  that  literary  channel,  and  it  will 
afford  me  no  fmall  entertainnient.  Such 
dark  attacks  may  raife,  but  never  will  injure 
my  profeflional  reputation. 

And,  Sir,  for  the  prefent  I  fhall  take  leave 
of  you  ;  but  expert,  if  there  fhould  be  occa- 
fion,  to  hear  in  a  lliort  time  from  me  again. 
The  fubjedt  will  be  on  the  delivery  of  the 
placenta,  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  low  diet, 
and  fome  other  prejudices  in  the  practice  of 
midwifery,  injurious  to  the  community.  If 
I  fhould  be  obliged  to  bring  forth,  to  pubhc 
view,  the  odious  detail  of  fads  in  my 
polfeiTion  on  thefe  fubjedts,  they  will  befl 
determine  whether  you  or  I  mofl  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  a  ra/b  or  e?iterprijing 
prad:itioner. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  mofl  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

W.  ROWLEY. 


Janvary  3,  1775, 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE 

FOREGOING  LETTERS. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  the  charad:er  of  Dr. 
Hunter  to  communicate  a  fadt  relative  to 
cancerous  diforders.  After  I  had  pubHflied 
the  feled;  obfervations,  in  which  I  gave  many 
well-authenticated  cafes  of  cures  in  fome 
fcirrhous  and  cancerous  affedlions,  and  in 
other  inftances  my  ill  fuccefs,  and  com- 
rnunicated  the  mode  of  preparing  the  mineral 
alteratives,  &c.,  which  produced  thofe favour- 
able eifedis,  or  otherwife  failed,  Dr.  Hunter, 
as  I  am  informed  by  medical  pradlitioners  of 
great  credit,  adopted  the  plan,  and  fucceeded 
in  fome  inftances.  This  I  mention,  much  to 
his  honor,  however  we  might  differ  in  other 
refpedls.  I  can  only  add,  that  after  a  trial 
of  the  calomel,  as  prepared  by  Scheeky  of 

when 
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when  it  is  only  fublimed  three  times  and 
waJJjedj  it  never  ads,  as  an  alterative,  fo 
certainly  as  the  fix  or  ten  times  fublimed 
calomel y  called  by  me,  when  waflied,  aquila 
alba. 

On  the  Furor  Vterinus, 

Great  heat  in  the  clitoris  and  vagina,  with 
an  infatiable  thirfl  for  coition,  is  called  the 
furor  iiterinus. 

It  is  of  two  fpecies,  violent  and  maniacal, 
or  melancholic. 

The  imagination  is  fo  difturbed,  that  im- 
prudence and  great  indecency  are  common 
fymptoms. 

The  caufes  feem  an  acrimonious  depraved 
ftate  of  the  blood,  directed  particularly  to  the 
genital  parts. 

It  happens  fometimes  to  very  young  fub- 
jedts  j  but  it  is  more  common  to  perfons  paft 
menftruation. 

In  inflammatory  habits,  bleeding  repeat- 
edly, antiphlogiftic  purgatives,  an  abftemious 
diet,  and  folution  of  camphor  with  nitre,  are 
proper. 

In 
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In  the  non-inflamrnatory  conftitutions,  the 
fluids  fhould  be  corredled  by  cinnabar  and 
camphor  in  the  form  of  an  elcdluary,  taken 
three  or  four  times  a  day.  This  remedy  has 
cured,  to  my  own  knowledge,  fome  in- 
ftances. 

Injedtion  of  the  aqua-vegeto  mi?ieralisy  or 
folution  o^/al prune//,  in  rofe  water,  are  be- 
neficial. 

I  have,  however,  known  fome  inftances,  in 
which  the  vagina,  and  contiguous  parts,  have 
continued  long  in  a  heated  ftate,  painful  and 
inflammatory,  fo  as  to  refift  all  remedies 
whatever. 

Almond  emulfions,  folutions  of  gum 
arable,  or  linfeed  tea,  have  been  ufeful  ^ 
but  nothing  has  proved  more  beneficial  than 
an  extreme  dry  diet. 

If  there  be  great  relaxation,  the  bark  in  a 
limple  form  may  be  prefcribed  j  but  fpirits-, 
and  every  thing  heating,  fhould  be  avoided. 
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On  the  Hysteric  Passion^ 

Flatulency  in  the  inteftines  and  fto- 
mach,  a  fenfation  of  a  globe  afcending  in  the 
oefophagus,  and  conftringing  the  fauces,  fo 
as  to  threaten  fufFocation,  is  nominated 
Pajjio  Hyjlerica,  or  the  hyfteric  paflion.  It 
is  generally  accompanied  with  a  variety  of 
other  fymptoms. 

This  diforder  being  complicated,  may  be 
divided  into  three  fpecies  j  by  which  means 
it  will  be  more  clearly  comprehended,  and 
more  methodically  treated. 

1 .  Pajfio  hyjlerica  Jlatuk?ita^  or  the  flatu- 
lent hyfteric  paffion. 

2.  Pajjio  hyji erica  convuljivay^  or  the  con- 
vulfive  hyfteric  paffion. 

3.  Pafto 

*  Synonyma  &  definitiones  a  variis  fcriptoribus. 
The  ancients  fuppofed  this  diforder  to  be  a  fufFocation  of  the 
Womb,  from  their  inaccurate  knowledge  in  anatomy,  and  calJed 

U  it 
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3.  Paflo  hyjierica  fiertorofa  vel  apopUEiica, 
or  the  ftertorofe  apople<5tic  hyfteric  paffion. 

There  might  be  delivered  many  other  fpe- 
cies  and  fubdivifions  of  this  complex  difeafe, 
originating  from  various  caufes,  agitating  the 
human  body  and  mind  with  great  vehe- 
mence. 

The  fymptoms  common  to  all  the  fpecies 
before  the  fit  commences,  are ;  general  debi- 
lity, an  II naccoun table  lownefs  of  fpirits  ; 

liftleffiiefs, 

it  i5  ttviItv)  Evyas"^!. — Hippocrat,  feft.  v.  6o2,  16  &  29.  &  aliis 
locis. 

Sydenham.  Affliflio  hyfterica. 
Sawvages.  Hyfteria,  135.  G.  xx. 

Artuum  organorumque  etiam  internorum  fpafmus  clonicus  toni- 
cufve,  paroxyfrnis  fugacibus  leviter  variantibus,  cum  mortis  fotw 
midine  intenfiffima. 

Stahlianis,  Malum  hyfterico-hypochondriacum.  Melancholia 
nervea  Illuft.  Lorry.  Ifterifmo  Cocchi,  Bagni  de  Pifa. 

Lim'ieiis,  126.  Pr32Cordiuitiprefliofub  peftorecum  flatulentia 
fuiFocatione,  anxietate,  palpitatione,  verticis  preffione. 

Fogel,  Hyfteria  anxietas  prascordialis  cum  fpafmis  ventriculi 
ac  inteftinorum,  variifque  congeftionibus  conjundla,  chronica 

Cullen :  Hyfteria ;  ventria  murmura ;  fenfus  globi  in  abdo 
mine  fe  volventis,  ibique  ftrangulantis ;  fopor,  convulfiones 
urinse  limpidae  copia  profufa  j    animus,  varius  Sc  mutabilis 
irhefe  are  more  the  fymptoms,  than  the  definition  of  the 
difeafe ;  nor  are  they  well  chofen  as  charadleriftics  by  Dr. 
Cullen. 

Home,  Malum  hyftericum. 
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lifllefTnefs,  and  melancholic  ideas  ;  a  total 
averfion  to  any  thing  requiring  attention ; 
grief,  fear,  forrows,  fufpicions,  anxiety,  agi- 
tate the  mind  violently;  dullnefs,  orincreafed 
fenfibility,  in  all  the  external  and  internal 
fenfes ;  faintings,  watchfulnefs,  drowfinefs, 
or  ftupor. 

The  patient  is  reftlefs  at  night,  or  has 
troublefome  dreams,  with  evident  marks  of 
indigefton  ;  is  frightened  by  the  incubus,  or 
night  mare ;  receives  no  benefit  from  fleep, 
relaxation  increafes  every  day,  and  the  mind 
is  agitated  on  the  moft  trifling  occafions  with 
furprife  and  timidity. 

The  eyes  dazzle,  or  are  dim,  or  have  a 
confufed  vifion  ;  giddinefs  and  fwimming 
affed:  the  head. 

Palpitations  of  the  heart oppreffions  and 
uneafinefs  in  the  thorax  increafe  the  patient's 
difmal  apprehcn lions. 

The  refpiration  is  fhort,  painful,  and  dif- 
ficult. 

The  pulfe  becomes  fmall,  irregular,  fome- 
times  intermitting.  Senfations  appear  in 
various  parts  fuddenly,  like  cracking  and  ex- 
plofion,  fimilar  to  the  ele<flric  fpark;  and, 

U  2  perhaps. 
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perhaps,  from  a  fluid  paffing  through  the 
nerves,  fimilar  to  the  eledric. 

The  appetite  is  depraved  or  loft,  with  a 
painful,  bad  digeftion,  accompanied  with  fla- 
tulency in  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  colicky- 
pains,  conftipations,  or  diarrhoea. 

The  urine  is  very  pale  and  copious,  as  in 
all  the  other  nervous  afl^ed:ions. 

The  general fy?nptoms  during  the  paroxyfm 
or  fit,  are :  palpitations  of  the  heart ;  refpira- 
tion  is  diflficult,  obftrud:ed,  fhort,  painful, 
and  irregular. 

Contractions  like  ftrangulation  arife  in  the 
-throat ;  with  a  fenfation  of  a  ball  or  globe 
afcending,  nearly  choaking  the  fufferer. 

The  tongue  faulters,  trembles,  and  inco- 
herent things  are  fpoken ;  the  voice  changes ; 
fome  roar,  fcream,  or  fliriek  immoderately; 
others  figh  deeply,  weep,  or  mourn  plain- 
tively. 

The  eyes  are  agitated,  look  exceedingly 
wild,  are  convulfed,  fixed,  or  flaring. 

The  pulfe  is  weak,  uneven,  changeable, 
intermittent,  or  fcarce  perceptible. 

Hiccups  and  flatulency  diftend  and  agitate 
the  inteftines,  ftomach,  and  oefophagus,  with- 
out 
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out  evacuation  of  wind.  Spafmodic  contrac- 
tions pervade  all  the  alimentary  canal. 

An  eruption  of  wind,  either  upwards  or 
downwards,  relax  and  mitigate  the  fymp- 
toms. 

Vomitings  or  purgings  always  relieve  ;  and 
they  are  commonly  accompanied  with  a  vio- 
lent difcharge  of  air,  which  had  been  detained 
during  the  paroxyfm. 

There  is  likewife  a  copious  difcharge  of 
urine,  fometimes  containing  a  thick  fedi- 
ment. 

When  the  paroxyfm  continues  violent,  then 
fucceed  faintings,  dreadful  and  ftrongconvuL 
fions,  ft-ertor,  from  the  mouth  ifTues  froth; 
and  the  diforder,  except  in  not  having  fud- 
denly  feized  the  patient,  afTumes  the  form  of 
epilepfy,  and  even  apoplexy. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  paroxyfm,  there 
remains  great  debility,  wearinefs  of  the  whole 
body,  headach,  and  pains  in  the  convulfed 
mufcles,  as  though  the  body  had  been  con- 
tufed  or  beaten. 

In  the  mind,  perturbations  on  the  flighteft 
occafions,  petulance,  impatieace,  and  all,  or 
part,  of  the  fymptoms  which  precede  the  fit. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  are  the  general  fymptoms  of  hyfte- 
ric  complaints :  but  befides  thefe,  they  imi- 
tate every  diforder  incident  to  the  human  bo- 
dy, and  they  are  more  or  lefs  violent  in  every 
individual. 

The  caufes  of  this  alarming  diforder  are  va- 
rious :  but  firft  fhould  be  confidered  the  re- 
mote or  predifpofing  j  which  are, 

1 .  A  delicate  and  tender  hereditary  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  body. 

2.  Exquifite  irritability  and  fympathy  of 
the  nerves. 

3.  Inanition,  or  profufe  evacuations  by 
vomiting,  ftools,  menfes,  haemorrhages,  or 
fluor  albus,  &c. 

4.  A  retention  of  the  catamenia,  lochia, 
or  other  neceffary  excretions. 

5.  Great  natural  earneftnefs  on  all  occa- 
fions,  and  extreme  fenfibility  of  the  mind. 

6.  Colicky  pains,  nephritic,  uterine,  and 
other  complaints. 

y.  A  vifcid,  acrid,  acid,  or  flatulent  diet. 

8.  High-fcented  perfumes. 

9.  A  fedentary  inad:ive  life. 

10.  An  unhappy  difpofition  to  anticipate 

mifery 
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mifery  or  misfortunes,  diftreffes  or  dangers, 
where  none  in  reality  exifl. 

The  more  mmediate  or  proximate  caufes 
are, 

1 .  Diflenfions  of  air^  perhaps  fixed,  in  the 
inteftines. 

2.  The  periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines 
is  inverted. 

3.  The  air,  which  fliould  naturally  pafs 
downward,  or  be  partly  received  with  the 
abforbed  chyle,  is  retained,  augmented,  and 
repeatedly  generated  by  the  grofTer  parts  of 
the  aliments ;  this  accumulated  air,  by  the  in- 
verted motion  of  the  inteftines,  takes  its  di- 
redtion  upwards,  palTes  through  the  ftomach 
into  the  oefophagus  ;  and  thus  the  whole  ali- 
mentary canal  is  blown  up  like  a  bladder. 

4.  The  fphindter  of  the  red:um,  in  the 
inferior  part  of  the  inteftines,  is  ftrongly  con- 
tracted j  the  entrance  of  the  oefophagus,  in 
the  fuperior  and  primary  part  of  the  inteftinal 
tube,  is  fhut,  and  both  fo  over-diftending 
their  fibres  by  an  increafed  air,  as  to  deftroy 
the  elaftic  power  of  the  mufcles  deftined  to 
contradl,  or  dilate  thefe  orifices. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  preffure  of  the  air  againft  the  pha- 
rynx and  larynx,  produce  the  apprehenfion 
of  fuffocation. 

6.  Deglutition  is  rendered  very  difficult,  or 
is  totally  fupprefled,  from  the  diftention  of 
air  overcoming  the  voluntary  and  involuntary 
mufcular  motions  neceffary  for  fwallowing. 

"J.  Whatever  is  attempted  to  be  drank  du^ 
ring  the  paroxyfm  is  forced  back  from  the 
fame  caufes. 

8.  Inflations  of  the  cefophagus,  ftor 
mach,  and  inteflines,  comprefs  the  diaphrag}?i, 
lungs ^  afpera  arteria^  the  glottis  and  epiglottis^ 
and  all  the  thoracical  and  abdominal  vifcera, 
nerves^  arteries,  veins,  lymphatics,  and  tho- 
racic dudt. 

9.  Compreffions  on  arteries,  or  the  Hi- 
muli  of  acrimonious  blood  adting  on  the  heart, 
retard  or  quicken  the  blood's  motion  through 
the  lungs,  or  the  head,  or  fuperior  and  infe- 
rior extremities  :  hence  the  changes  obferva- 

t 

ble  in  the  pulfe. 

10.  Compreffions  on  the  returning  veins, 
particularly  the  external  and  internal  jugulars, 
or  the  occipital  veins,  may  produce  danger 
rous  congeftions  pf  the  blood,  either  in  the 

venal 
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venal  fyllem  of  the  brain,  or  in  the  finufes  of 
the  dura  matter. 

If  the  lymphatics  fliould  be  obftrud:ed  in 
their  coiirfe,  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  may 
be  turgid  with  lymph;  hence,  likewife,  di- 
latation of  the  pupils,  &c. 

1 1 .  The  arteries  receiving  frefh  blood  from 
.the  heart,  and  the  veins  being  incapable  of 
returning  it,  may  occafion  irritation  or  com- 
preffions  in  the  nervous  fyflem, 

13.  Irritation  on  the  nerves  will  produce 
convulfions ;  but  compreffions  on  the  cere- 
brum and  cerebellum^  ftupor,  comatofe  fymp- 
toms,  and  even  apoplexy,  an  imperceptible 
pulfe,  and  lypothy?nia^  or  faintings, 

13.  Compreffions  of  the  lymphatics y  laBe- 
ah,  and  duBus  thoracicus,  will  prevent  or  re- 
tard nutrition ;  hence  debility,  depreffions, 
or  iownefs  of  fpirits,  and  a  diminution  of 
the  moving  mufcular  powers. 

14.  Compreffions  of  the  vifcera  pervert  all 
•  the  fecretions,  and  hinder  excretions,  digef- 

tion  in  the  flomach,  bile  in  the  liver,  pancre- 
atic juice  in  the  pancreas,  urine  in  the  kid- 
neys j  and  the  veffels  in  the  abdomen,  more 

pr 
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or  lefs,  fhare  fimilar  effeds  with  thofe  of  the 
fuperior  parts  of  the  body. 

1 5.  The  hepatic  fyftem  of  blood  veffels  is 
principally  concerned ;   for  the  conflux  of 
blood  from  the  principal  abdominal  vifcera 
being  conveyed  to  the  vena  porta,  the  branch- 
es of  which  have  no  valves,  ftagnations  and 
congeftions  arife,  not  only  in  that  vifcus,  but: 
in  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  omentum,  pan- 
creas, fpleen,  mefentery,  the  uterus  and  its 
appendages,  kidneys,  and  bladder;  where 
fcirrhous  tumors,  adhefions,  cancers,  ulcers, 
and  mortifications  generate.    StahU  in  his 
Differtation  de  Vena  Portly  not  inaptly  callec 
this  vein  porta  malorum. 

Vitiated  blood  received  from  the  difeafec 
abdominal  vifcera  into  the  vena  porta,  wil 
produce  an  ill-fecreted,  black,  vitiated  bilr 
and  this  being  conveyed  to  the  duodenum 
cannot  unite  the  oleaginous  with  the  pancr 
atic  and  ferous  juices,  nor  has  it  power  t 
expel  the  groffer  aliments;  hence  coflivene 
ill-prepared  chyle,  &c.  &c. 

16.  The  perverfion  or  retardation  of  tV 
fecretions  and  excretions,  either  diminifli  tl: 
quantity  of  chyle,  pancreatic  juice,  bil 
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or  urine ;  or  change  their  qualities :  hence 
the  aliment  paffing  from  the  ftomach,  re- 
ceives not  its  proper  changes  in  the  duode- 
num.  A  depraved  chyle  is  the  confequence. 

ly.  Depraved  cby/e  produces  a  morbid 
ftate  of  the  blood. 

18.  Vitiated  Mood  generates  impure  and 
acrimonious  fluids,  and  difeafed,  weak  fo- 
Jids ;  thefe  are  conftantly  irritated  by  the 
fharp  Simulating  qualities  of  the  fluids. 

19.  The  urine  is  fecreted  copioufly,  and 
difcharged  v^'ithout  thofe  confl:ituent  parti- 
cles which  are  evacuated  in  health,  and  de- 
pendant on  falutiferous  digefl:ion,  chylifica- 
tion,  and  fanguification. 

20.  The  fluids  once  in  a  fl:ate  of  deprava- 
tion, ad:  with  increafed  energy  on  the  ner- 
vous fcnfible  fyflem  and  mufcular  fibres  :  the 
fcnfible  nervous  fyfl:em  re-a6ls  on  the  mind 
and  organs  of  digefl:ion  :  hence  the  caufe  be- 
comes the  effed,  and  the  effed;  the  caufe  of 
all  the  diflireflTrng  evils,  obflirudions,  &c. 

Zi.  The  cau/es  of  convulfions  in  various 
parts  are  eafily  conceived.  The  free  admifli- 
on  of  the  nervous  influence  to  all  mufcular 
parts,  confl:itutes  regular  adion,  voluntary 

and 
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and  involuntary;  acrid  irritations  produce  the 
fame  efFedls  as  punctures,  or  ftimuli  of  acrid 
preparations  in  mufcles,  or  in  the  heart; 
ftrong  comprefTions  on  the  brain  or  nerves 
are  fimilar  to  ligatures  furrounding  nerves, 
and  benumb  the  inferior  parts.  The  for- 
mer excite  contradtions,  even  after  death,  in 
mufcular  parts ;  the  latter,  a  diminution  or 
deprivation  of  the  moving  powers  during 
life  :  hence  ftupor,  coma,  fyncope,  infenfibi* 
lity,  death,  &c 

Thefe  convulfive  effedls,  in  part,  are  pro-- 
duced,  although  the  communication  withi 
the  brain  is  intercepted,  or  the  principal  de— 
fcending  nerves  are  compreffed;  hence  partial!; 
convulfions. 

The  total  and  continued  comprefTion  of  thef 
nerves,  however,  produce  palfy ;   but  th 
blood  circulates  in  the  part,  unlefs  the  arter 
be  compreffed. 

A  ligature  on  the  arteries  deftroys  anima. 
heat,  by  the  deftitution  of  the  arterial  con- 
tractions,  and  the  free  circulation  of  the 

blood ; 

*  Thefe  caufes  of  fymptoms  are  not  fo  methodical  as  they 
might  be  delivered ;  but  whoever  wilhes  for  a  more  accurate  ac 
countj  may  confult  my  Schsla  medklnic  univcr/alis  nova. 
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blood ;  hence  animal  heat  depends  chiefly  on 
the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

The  circulation  of  the  blood  depends  on 
the  nerves  communicating  with  the  heart 
from  the  brain;  for  though  the  heart  and 
other  mufcles  contra6l  after  death,  on  being 
Simulated,  it  only  demonftrates,  that  thofe 
parts  Hill  contain  fome  of  that  nervous  princi- 
ple which  exifted  in  life,  and  of  which  ;they 
are  not  deprived  of  even  pojl  mortem. 

As  this  nervous  principle  evidently  exifts  in 
mufcular  fibles  in  death,  it  is  ea{y  to  conceive 
its  powers  were  more  enegntic  and  adlive  in 
life,  and  therefore  more  capable  of  contrac- 
i  tion.    It  muft  appear  rational,  that  convul- 
;  lions  may  happen  in  various  places,  while 
1  others  are  at  reft,  not  being  ftimulated  ;  and 
:  the  mind  at  the  fame  time  lofe  its  percepti- 
ibility,  by  compreffions  on  the  brain,  as  in 
the  epilepfy,  &c. 

22.  All  the  fenfations  nominated  nervous, 
lare  perceptions  in  the  brain,  or  fe?7foriu?n  com- 
mune, conveyed  by  the  irritated  nerves  of 
!  parts,  and  dependant  on  the  communication 
rmd  fympathy  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 

In 
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In  hyfteric  complaints,  the  parvagum  and 
intercojlal  nerves^  their  branches  and  com- 
munications, are  particularly  irritated  and  af- 
fedted.  Whoever  refleds  on  the  importance 
of  the  parts  difeafed ;  the  ftrudure  and  dif- 
trad:ed  flate  of  the  nervous  filaments  and  gan- 
glions for  conveying  the  alarm  to  the  fenfes  ; 
with  the  various  exertions  to  oppofe  the  for- 
midable enemy  thus  attacking  the  principal 
and  vital  parts,  muft  be  flruck  with  wonder 
and  admiration  at  the  uncommon  wifdom  of 
nature  in  the  conftrudtion  of  this  curious  fyf- 
tem  of  the  human  body. 

The  nervous  confenfus  partium  eafily  ex- 
plains the  palpitations  of  the  heart,  the  diffi- 
culty in  refpiration  and  hiccups,  from  the: 
efforts  produced  by  obfl:ru6ted  circulation,, 
and  compreffions  in  the  lungs,  or  irritation i 
on  the  diaphragm,  &c.  &c.  , 

The  moft  fufceptible  minds  being  the:| 
greateft  victims  to  this  diforder,  demonftrate^ 
clearly  the  furprifing  effects  of  the  mind  onu 
the  body  ;  for  it  often  happens,  that  the  com-J 
paffionate  fped:ators,  from  furprife,  fear,  and! 
fenfibility,  are  attacked  with  thefe  com-J 
plaints,  as  happened  lately  at  Paris  by  anmal\ 

magnet  if m  jl 
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magnetifm-y  and  it  is  common  in  families,  to 
fee  a  female  attendant  attacked  in  the  fame 
manner  from  a  perturbed  imagination.  Thofe 

I  who  poflefs  leaft  feeUng,  are  leaft  affeded  by 
this  difeafe,  and  can  hardly  conceive  its  pofli- 

.  bility  J  are  too  apt  to  conclude  on  the  feelings 
of  others  by  their  own  fenfations  :  but  this  is 
a  partial  and  falfe  conclufion. 

This  extreme  nervous  fenfibility  feems  to 
arife  from  the  blood,  fixed,  or  other  air,  ad:- 
ing  as  a  ftrong  ftimulus  on  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  and  the  re-adiion  of  the  nervous  injiu- 
ence  on  the  circulating  powers. 

Perfons  of  ftrong  health  never  experience 
the  diforder,  even  though  the  mind  be  vio- 

Ilently  afFefted;  it  happens  to  the  delicate  ia 
mind  and  body,  whofe  blood  is  in  an  acri- 
monious ftate,  and  the  bodv  irritable,  from 
the  caufes  already  enumerated.    That  the 
mind  is  very  fenfibly  affed;ed  by  the  difeafes 
;  ;  of  the  body,  no  ftronger  proofs  need  be  ad* 
1    duced,  than  the  change  of  the  difpofition 
,  ,  under  any  chronic  difeafe  j  where  the  moft 
j   placid,  tranquil  minds,  become  peevifh,  ill- 
.   natured,  and  often  irafcible. 
I  The 
;  2 
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The  ftate  of  the  blood,  form  of  body,  their 
acting  powers  on  the  nervous  fyften^,  and 
this  again  on  that  incomprehenfible  part  call- 
ed the  mind,  caufe  all  the  diverfity  of  cha- 
rad:er  amongft  human  beings,  and  has  a  great 
influence  in  the  moral  condu(fl  of  human 
life.  Envy,  generofity,  illiberality,  liberality, 
fortitude  and  timidity,  placidity  and  irafci- 
bility,  happy  or  unhappy  fenfations,  very 
much  depend  on  the  ftate  of  the  blood  ;  and 
the  phyfician  who  mofl:  reflects,  and  befl 
comprehends  thefe  diverfities  in  human  na- 
ture, will  always  be  moft  capable  of  relieving 
difeafes.  To  the  difcerning  and  obferving, 
the  phyfiognomy  will  convey  much  know- 
ledge of  human  charadter,  and  it  may  dired: 
a  proper  choice  of  remedies,  more  adapted 
to  the  various  conftitutions,  than  is  appre- 
hended by  thofe  who  idly  fix  one  method  or 
ftandard  of  cure  to  all  objeds  that  offer.  He 
who  a6ls  more  by  the  exigency  of  the  indi- 
vidual cafes  in  phyfic,  than  by  the  written 
dired;ions  of  medical  authors,  will  always 
bcft  fucceed  in  conquering  difeafes.  There 
is  an  alertncfs  in  prefcribing  acquired  by  long 

experience. 
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experience,  repeated  refled:ion,  and  extenfive 
pradice,  that  no  books  can  communicate. 

The  hiftory  of  medicine  furnifhes  us  with 
many  inftances  in  hofpitals  and  orphan-hou- 
fes,of  the  transferring  convulfive  epileptic  dif- 
orders  from  one  affeded  patient  to  another  by 
fight,  and  the  force  of  imagination  *. 

The 

*  Baglivius,  in  his  Praxis  Medica,  cap.  14.  §.  2.  mentions 
a  young  man  of  Dalmatia,  who,  from  looking  at  a  perfon  in  an 
epileptic  fit,  was  himfelf  afFcaed  in  the  fame  manner.    I  have, 
been  witnefs  to  many  fimilar  inftances. 

The  late  Dr.  Whytt,  of  Edinburgh,  fays  in  his  book  on  ner- 
vous diforders : 

"  It  frequently  happened  in  the  royal  infirmary  here,  in  Edin- 

burgh,  that  women  have  been  feized  with  hyfteric  fits  from 
"  feeing  others  attacked  with  them." 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  inftances  of  this  kind  happened  in 
the  poor  houfe  at  Haerlem,  in  the  time  of  the  famous  Dr.  Boer- 
haave,  and  is  recorded  by  his  nephew  in  the  following  manner: 

In  domo,  qua  pauperes  ex  eleemofynis  publice  aluntur  in  ci- 
vitate  Harlemenfi,  perterrita  puella  incidit  in  morbum  nervorum 
convulfivum,  certis  paroxyfmis  reducem  :  adftantium  &  adju- 
vantium  in  earn  intenta,  itidem  corripitur  eodem  morbo  : 
poftridie  altera,  deinde  tertia,  quarta,  imo  fere  omnes,  tarn 
pueri  quam  puellas;  ftatus  miferrimus!  corripitur  hsc,  corri- 
pitur ilia,  imo  fere  omnes  eodem  tempore,  dum  uniira  alter 
afpicit,  profternuntur. 

Medici  folertes  fruftra  adhibent  qui  didat  ars,  faluberrimd 
antiepileptica  remedial 

Gonfugitur 
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The  prognojiics  of  this  complex  diforder 
are  to  be  formed  from  the  force  or  magnitude 

of 

Confugkur  tandem  ad  Boerhaavlum,  qui  mii^ertiis  infelicis 
pauperum  fortis,  petiit  Harlemum,  &  dpm  rem  examinat,  in- 
vadente  in  unum  paroxyfmo,  vidit  convelli  plures  fpecie  epi- 
lepfia?. 

Datis  incaffum  optlmis  remedils  a  medicis  fapientibus  & 
ad  imaginationcm  ex  uno  in  alterum  tradufto  morbo,  his  rite 
perpenfis,  banc  avertendo,  credidit  poffe  curam  obtineri,  & 
obtinuit. 

Scilicet  prsemonitis  ephoris,  pr^fentibus  omnibus,  juffit  per 
cameram  difponi  fornaces  portatiles,  prunis  ardentibus  inftrudlas, 
atque  its  imponi  ferreos  hamulos  ad  ccrtara  figuram  adaptatos, 
turn  ita  mandavit : 

Quia  omnia  fruftra  forent,  fe  aliud  nefcire  remedium, 
quam  ut  qui  primus,  puer  foret  vel  puella,  infauflo  morbi 
paroxyfmo  arriperetur,  locus  quidam  nudati  brachii  candentc 
ferro  ad  os  ufque  inureretur ;  utque  gravitate  pollebat  dicendi, 
perterriti  omnes  ad  crudele  remedium,  dum  inftare  fentiunt 
paroxyfmum,  omni  mentis  intentione  ,&  metu  dolorifics  in-, 
uftionis,  eidem  refiftunt  fortioris  oblatione  idea;. 

Et  ccrte  quantum  valeat  hie  ab  objeflo  anims  intents  revulfio,-' 
docet  epilepfia  diverfimode  curata,  ut  quidem  ipfe  terror  eande, 
fuftulerit,  febris  epidemica,  quartana,  ptyalifmus,  matrimonium. 

virga.  Abr.  Kaavj  Boerhaave,   Impet.  faciens  Hippocrat 

d'i£lum,  §.  406. 

There  is  a  wonderful  fympathy  between  the  nervous  fyf 
tems  of  different  perfons,  whence  various  motions  and  morbi(' 
fymptoms  are  often  communicated  from  one  to  another,  withou 
any  corporeal  contact  or  infe«Jlion. 

The  fight  of  one  perfon  vomiting,  has  often  excited  the  fam 
afkion  in  others. 

Yawni 
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of  the  different  paroxyfms  and  conftitution  of 
the  patients. 

I .  The 

Yawning  is  propagated  from  one  perfon  through  a  whole 
company. 

While  I  was  at  Paris  in  1784,  which  city  I  have  vifitcd 
many  times,  to  examine  medical  improvements,  animal  mag- 
iieti/m.  was  in  great  vogue.  Though  I  had  every  reafon  frorti 
commou  fenfe  to  fufpeft  this  charletanerie  of  knavery  ading  on 
folly,  I  ftudied  the  affair  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  being 
acquainted  with  the  famous  Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  commiffa- 
ries  appointed  by  the  French  King  to  examine  the  matter- 
Several  converfations  with  this  philofopher  fatisfied  me,  that  the 
whole  was  impofition.  In  the  Rapport  des  CommiJJaires,  which 
was  prefented  me  in  a  pamphlet  by  my  efteemed  friend.  Dr. 
Franklin,  is  the  following  hiftory,  as  an  illuftration  of  mag- 
netic deceptions. 

•*  Le  jour  de  la  ceremonie  de  la  premiere  communion,  faite 
"  en  la  paroifie  de  St.  Roch,  I'an  17&0.    Apres  I'office  du 
foir,  on  fit,  ainfi  qu'il  ell  d'ufage,  la  procefiion  en  dehors. 
A  peine  les  enfans  furent  ils  rentres  a  Teglife,  &  rendu  a 
leu'rs  places,  qu'une  jeune  fille  fe  trouva  mal,  &  eut  des 
"  convulfions.    Cette  affedion  fe  propagea  avec  une  telle  ra- 
*'  pidite,  que  dans  I'efpace  d'une  demie-heure,  cinquante  ou 
*'  foixante  jeunes  filles,  de  douze  a  dix  neuf  ans,  tomberent 
dans  les  memes  convulfions ;  c'eft  a  dire,  ferrement  a  la 
*'  gorge,  gonflcment  a  I'eftomac,  etoufFement,  le  hocquet  Sc 
"  convulfions  plus  ou  moins  fortes. 

"  Ces  accldens  reparureut  a  quelques  dans  le  courant  de  la 
"  femaine;  mais  le  Dimanche  fuivant,  etant  affemblees  chez 
"  les  Dames  de  Sainte  Anne,  dont  Tinftitution  eft  d'enfeigner 
"  les  jeunes  filles,  douze  retomberent  dans  les  memes  con- 
"  vulfions,  &  il  en  feroit  tombe  d'avantage,  fi  on  n'eut  eu  la 

X  2  "  ure. 
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1 .  The  flatulent  hyjlerk  paffmi  is  rarely  at^ 
tended  with  any  immediate  or  even  future 
danger;  it  is  more  troublefome  to  the  patient, 
than  alarming  to  the  ikilful  and  experienced 
phyfician. 

2.  The  convuljive  hyfleric  pajjion  is  more 
-difficult  of  cure  than  the  preceding,  but 
rarely  ever  dangerous.     I  have  known  it 
continue  many  years,,  and  at  laft  has  en- 
tirely quitted  the  patient. 

Thole,  however,  who  can  curb  and  beft 
command  the  emotions  of  the  mind,  arc 
moft  ealily  cured. 

After  the  diforder  has  ravaged  in  the  habit, 
any  flight  affedlion  of  the  mind  can  repro- 
duce 

"  precaution  dc  renvoyer  fur  le  champ  chaque  enfant  chcz 
*•  fes  parens.  On  fut  oblige  de  multiplier  les  ecoles.  En  fepa- 
*•  rant  ainfi  les  enfans,  &  ne  les  tenant  pas  affemblei  qu'en 
*'  petit  nombre,  trois  femaincs  fuflirent  pour  difliper  entierement 
*'  cette  affedion  convulfive  epidemique. 

*'  Voyez  pour  des  exeraples  femblables  le  naturalifme  des 
"  convulfions  par  M.  Hecquet." 

How  fhocking  it  is  to  refleft  on  the  dreadful  efFefts  of  the 
animal  magnetifm  arifing  merely  from  apprehenfion !  On  num- 
bers have  been  entailed  coii'vuljl-ve  fits,  where  none  before  exifteil, 
which  may  remain  through  life.  Thefe  fits  were  knavil>ily  called 
les  cri/es,  but  arofc  from  fear  or  furprifc  :  perhaps  a  fcmalt  aclreft 
or  two  were  hired  for  the  purpbfe  of  mimicking  fits  and 
diftortions,  &c. 
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duce  the  hyfteric  fit,  nor  is  it  always  in 
the  power  of  the  patient  to  avoid  being 
affedled ;  reafon  and  reiiedion  often  com- 
ing too  late  for  the  purpofe,  and  paffion 
predominating  with  an  ungovernable  fway. 

The  art  of  phyfic  fliould  not  be  accufed  of 
defed:,  when  the  caufes  of  a  difeafe  are 
chiefly  refident  in  the  mind,  ever  ready 
to  biirfl:  forth  with  impetuous  violence  on 
the  moft  trivial  occafions  ;  yet  a  judicious 
medical  management,  very  often  changes 
the  natural,  accidental,  or  acquired  difpo- 
fition  of  the  patient.  In  proportion  as  the 
body  advances  from  debility  to  firm 
firength,  fo  proportionably  will  the  difeafe 
decreafe,  and  the  mind  become  more  tran- 
quil. 

The  Jleriorofe,  or  apopIeEiic  hyfieric  pajjiojiy 
is  more  ferious  than  the  former  two  fpe- 
cies,  becaufe  it  indicates  compreilion  in 
the  cerebrum,  or  cerebellum  j  but  this  rarely 
'proves  fatal  j  after  profoundly  fleeping  and 
fnoring,  the  patient  gradually  recovers :  it 
is  moft  alarming,  if  the  refpiration  be 
Ihort  and  difficult;  becaufe  it  ihews,  ge- 

5  nerally, 
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nerally,  an  impeded  or  obftruded  circula«< 
tion  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs. 

The  effeSis  of  the  diforder  manifeft  ob- 
ftrudlions  in  thevifcera  of  the  abdomen  and 
thorax;  for  congeftions  in  the  parts,  or  di- 
latations and  flagnations  in  the  veffels,  parti- 
cularly thofe  that  communicate  with  the  vena 
port^e,  have  been  obferved  by  dilTediions  after 
death. 

In  the  hyfteric  affedions,  with  difficulty  of 
breathing,  the  lungs  have  been  found  putrid 
and  difcafed. 

In  other  cafes,  the  abominal  vifcera,  parti- 
cularly the  omentum,  mefentery,  inteftines, 
fpleen,  pancreas,  uterus,  ovaria,  and  the  fto- 
mach  itfelf,  has  been  forced  out  of  its  fitua- 
tion  even  towards  the  pubis*. 

All 

*  Hyjieriafeu  pajfio  hyfisrica. 
Anatomical  Examination^  after  Death. 
Sccliones  cadaverum  exhibent  ovaria  mole  ampliora,  aliovc  mo- 
do  labcfaiftata  :  continent  laticem,  materiam  febaceam,  cafeofam, 
pilo5i  ofla,  &;c.  ex  organis  fcirrhofis  erumpunt,  tubercula,  hyda- 
tides,  tumores  cyftici,  &c. 

Contaminantur  efiam  uterus,  tubas  fallopiana;,  vafa  fpsrmatica, 
cervix  uteri. 

Ventriciilus  depulfus,  duodenum  ampliatum,  colon,  reftum, 
infuffta,  obHrudla ;    mefcnterium,   pancreas,  aliaque  vifcera 

ab. 
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All  thefe  appearances  after  death  cannot 
be  called  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  although  they 

are 

abdominalia,  inflammata,  fcirrhofa,  hydatica,  purulenta,  pu- 
trida. 

Hernia  epiploic^,  pulmones  laefi,  cor  nonnunquam  ampliffi- 
mum,  turgidum,  cum  polypofis  concretionibus. 

Stagnationes,  obllrufliones  in  abdomine,  peftore  &  in  ce- 
rebro. 

In  the  couf  fe  of  above  thirty  years  full  praftice,  I  have  feized 
every  opportunity  to  examine  human  bodies  after  death ;  for 
from  this  fource  of  intelligence,  the  real  caufes  and  efFefts  of 
difeafes  are  difcoverable.  This  knowledge  is  the  fureft,  to  purge 
the  mind  of  vifionary  hypothefes,  and  points  out  themoft  rational 
cure  for  difeafes.  In  nervous  hyfteric  cafes,  I  have  found,  more 
or  lefs,  the  vifcera  difeafcd  ;  and  in  convulfive  cafes,  the  vefTels 
of  the  brain  extremely  turgid,  or  elFufions  of  blood.  This  I^ft 
Ihews  the  danger  of  giving  emetics  tQ  nefvoi^s  people. 

Sjmp/omata.  Exti/picia. 

Hyfterica  multum   &    gra-       Ventriculus    ad  hypogaf- 
vioribus    paroxyfmis   vexata,    trium  delapfus. 
cum  doloribus  acerbiffimis  & 
animi  defedionibus. 

Hyjleria,  cum  ventre  tumido    Tumores  in  ovariis  &  mefcn- 
refpiratione    difficili,    tuffi  terio. 
•licca. 

 invadit  mulierem  has-   Pulmones  8c  lien  putridi. 

moptyfi  obnoxiam  &  men- 

ftrua  fufflaminat. 
 fuccedit  delirium  me-    Ovaria  fcirxhofa. 


lancholicum. 


Hjjlerka^ 
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are  the  efFedis  of  the  hyfteric  pafTion,  and  the 
caufe  of  death ;  but  the  preventing  fuch  cf- 

feds 

Sjmptomata.  Extifpicia. 
Hyjlerica,  ex  improvifo  eneca-    Ovaria  fcirrhofa. 
tur  hyfterica. 

 cum  variis  abdominis    Tiimo^es  in  ovariis, 

tumoribus    hydropem  ac- 
cerfit. 

 ftipatur  hypochondri- 


orum  ii^tumefcentia,  febre 
vefpertina. 
 epilepfia. 


hifultus  hjjierid  cum  convul- 
fionibus,  tumore  indolente 
uteri  oborto  fugantur,  fed 
dein  haemorrhoides  pertina- 
ciffims  eveniunt  &  his  mors 
fuccedit. 

^   ftipantur    tumore  & 


Pulmones  tuberculofi^  intefti- 
na  &  omentum  inflammata, 
uterus  inculpatus. 
Pancreas  putridum. 
Uterus  ingens  intus  materiam 
purulentam  recondit. 


Ventriculus  ad  pubem  delap- 
fus. 


dolore  in  hypogaftrio  poll 
partum  crefcente. 

■;  cum  dolore  ftomachi    Hernia  epiploica,  ventriculus 

poft  partum  recrudefcente.        e  fede  depulfus. 

Highmorus,  Sylvius,  and  Sydenham,  accufe  the  llomach, 
pancreas,  mefentery,  and  vena  portae,  as  the  genuine  feat  of 
the  difeafe.  Carolus  Pifo,  in  Seleftioribus  Obfervationibus, 
conceives  the  feat  to  be  in  the  cerebrum,  or  in  the  beginning 
of  the  nerves.  Hoffman,  in  the  uterus  and  its  velTels,  from 
fpafmodic  conftriftions,  after  in  the  nerves  about  the  facrun^ 
and  loins;  and  from  fympathy  of  parts,  communicating  their 
effeds  to  the  nervous  membranes  of  the  medulla,  of  the  fpine, 

and 
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fedts  Ihould  be  the  principal  objed  in  the 
treatment  of  the  diforder  ;  it  will,  however, 

appear 

and  gradually  from  the  inferior  to  all  the  fuperior  parts,  Hoff^, 
man.    De  malo  h}'fterico. 

Appearances  in  Bodies  after  Death. 

Mefenterium  plurirais  glandulis  fcirrhofis,  duriffimis  &  vari^ 
magnitudinis  &  figurae  obfeffum  :  vix  TDb  duritiem  difcindi 
poterant.  Uterus  &  ovaria  cum  tubis,  recenti  quafi  coagu- 
lato  lafte  turgebant.  Blancardi  lv.  obfervatio  anatora.  praft. 
rational. 

Morgagnus,  de  fedibus  &  caufis  morborum,  relates  the  ap- 
pearances of  a  woman  after  death,  whofe  menfes  had  been 
fuppreffed  four  months,  accompanied  with  violent  hyfterics  and 
madnefs. 

Venter  jecur  habuit  eo  colore  quo  elixum  eft  :  bilis  tamen 
qus  ex  ejus  veficula  exfudavit,  croceo  colore  vividiffimo  prox- 
ima  infecerat  inteftina,  Teftes  albi,  duri,  fcirrhofi,  sequo  ma- 
jores,  &  fuopte  pondere  quafi  poae  uterum  trafti.  Uterini  fundi 
interior  facies,  fanguinolento  quafi  muco  non  fecus  oblira  vide- 
batur,  ac  fi  menftrua,  jam  inftarent,  aut  nuperrime  fluxiffent : 
prasterea  in  ilia  ipfa  facie  ex  fubftantia  uteri  parvula,  8c  perpauca 
prominebant  tuburcula,  verrucaram  fimilia. 

Another  inftance  of  an  hyfterical  woman,  remarkably  timo- 
rous, of  a  corpulent  body,  addifted  to  wine,  &c.  who  had  been 
fubjedl  to  tremblings  and  faintings  from  the  moft  trifling  caufes. 
She  vomited  often,  and  could  bear  nothing  folid  on  her  ftomach. 
She  was  at  laft  feized  with  moft  grievous  hyfteric  afFeftions,  and 
died  within  an  hour  or  two.  Epift.  xlv.  23. 

Thorace  reclufo,  finifter  pulmo  aliquo  loco  &  leviter ;  dexter 
auteni  ferme  undique,  fuperiore  excepta  particula,  ardiflime  ad 

pleurara 
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appear,  that  phyficians  have  more  eon/idered 
the  palh'arion  of  fymptoms,  than  the  radical 
cure  of  this  difficult  and  diftreffing  difcafe. 

The 

pleuram  adhs;rens  inventus  eft  per  quandam  membranain,  quas 
prater  naturam  tunicas  pulmoni  indufta  erat.  Pulmones  ambos 
cum  fecaremus,  duros,  &  quafi  tendineos  pluribus  ofFendimus  lo- 
cis;  fpumofo  praeterea  humorCj  quafi  faliva  quadam,  paffim  fca- 
tentes. 

Pericardium  nonpaucam  habuit  aquani  ex  fiifco  turbidara. 

Cordis  autem  uterque  thalamus  nigrum  fanguinera,  8c  fluidum . 

Dexter  infuper  modicam  polypofam  concretionem,  albam,  fed 
molleni,  cui  finiilis  altera  in  pulmonari  fuit  arteria,  plurimp  cum 
fanguine.  Hoc  turgidiffima  erat  auricula  dextera;  ftrigofa  autem 
iiniftra.    Verum  huic  auriculae  annexus  ventrieulus,  naturali  am- 
pHor,  non  unum  obtulit  animadverliope  dignum.    Namque,  ut 
tendineas  omittam  fibrillas  qux  inter  mitrales  valvulas,  columnaf- 
que  ducuntur,  vifas  efle  plures  quara  foleant;  certe  ex  column^e 
erant  jequo  cra^Tiores,  duriorefque,  ut  raulto  potius  tendines, 
quam  earner,  viderentur,  five  colorem  fpeftares,  qui  albus  erat, 
five  renixum  attenderes  quern  fecanti  fcalpello  objiciebant.  Pras- 
terea  in  ejqfdcm  ventriculi  parietibus  hie  illic  paffim  quadam  oc- 
currebant  loca  in  qiiibus  carnea  fubftaptia  cordis  aut  alba,  aut  ex 
rubro  alba  ita  erat,  ut  a  primo  glandularum  quafi  quarundara  fpe- 
cie  imponereiit;  fed  eodepi  illo  pepuliari  renixu,  diffecantibus 
fimilem  fe  columnarum  oftendit.    Vitium  hoc  carnis  cordis,  in 
tendineam  naturani  degenerantis,  quo  magis  ab  interiore  ventri- 
culi facie  ad  exteriorem  purgabat,  eo  fiebat  evidcntius,  pcrtine- 
batque  exterius  ad  eum  quoque  locum  cui  feptum  cordis  refpon- 
det.    Quin  pinguedo  ipfa  huic  vifceri  impofita  non  omnis  fecun- 
dum  naturam  fe  habuit.    In  pofteriore  enim  facie  cordis  per  duos 
non  parvos  fecundum  longitudinem  traftus  insequalis  erat,  ibi- 
dem que 
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The  hyfteric  and  nervous  diforders  will 
be  much  eafier  cured  when  recent,  than  when 

they 

demque  ex  fufco  rubefcebat,  Arteria  magna  a  corde  ad  curva- 
turam  ufque  propemodum  totam,  non  valde  quidem,  fed  eviden- 
ter  tamen  dilatata,  prope  feptum  tranfverfum  aequo  anguftior  vila 
eft.  Incifa,  &  fanguine,  quo  non  carebat,  efrufo,  oftendit  tota 
interiore  facie  a  corde  ad  ramos  faltem  ufque  emulgentes,  parti- 
culas  quafdum  albidipres,  Sc  lincas  nonnihil  extantes  :  practerea 
non  CO  folum  quern  modo  dicebam,  traftu,  fed  &  alibi  quantum 
ex  diffediis  fuperioribus  quibufdam  ejus  ramis,  cognovimus,  in- 
timam  tunicam  fapile  adeo  a  proxima  fejungendam,  ut  leviffi- 
mam  fcalpelli  friftionem  magna  ejus  frufta  fequerentur.  In  ven- 
tre autem  haec  videremus.  Omentum  lienem  verfus  retradlum. 
Perturbatus  inteftinorum  fitus.  Hxc,  colon  prscipue,  &  redlum, 
acre  multum  diftenta.  Mefenterium  quidem,  ventriculumj  iple- 
nemj&jecur,  cujus  veCcul3  bile  turgebat,  fana.  Pancreas  au- 
tem, quod  ut  honnulla  tenuia  inteflina  decliviore  prsefertim  parte 
rubebat,  glandulofis  acinis  jufto  lirmioribus,  &  inter  fe  magis 
diftinftis.  Uterum  denique,  tubas,  &  non  parvam  vagina;  par- 
tem, cum  ibi  fic  fatis,  turn  prsfertim  poftridie,  ut  plus  temporis, 
&  diuturnum  lumen  haberemus  e  cadavere  adempta,  diligentius 
examinantes,  haec  adnotavimus.  Ppfteriori  fundi  uterini  faciei 
exterius  circa  medium  adnatus  erat  per  brevem  pedunculum  glo- 
bulus, nihil  magis  albedine,  forma,  &  magnitudine  refercns, 
quam  parvum  cerafum  immaturum  :  quern  fecantes,  ex  fibrofa 
quidem,  fed  callofa  fubftantia,  confufifque  fibrarum  ordinibus, 
faftum  deprchendimus :  cujufmodi  alter  globulus  intra  ipfam  pa- 
rietum  uteri  craflitudinem  erat  condiuis.  Mox  apertus  uteri  fun- 
dus multo  apparuit  fubcruento  muco  focdatus :  quo  deterfo,  cum 
apprcffis  fubtus  digitis,  undique  ex  fundo  quidem ;  non  ex  cer- 
vice,  multoque  minus  ex  vagina ;  prodeuntes  mcdiocri  expref- 
fiqne  fanguincas  guttas  oftendifTera]  tam  difplicuit  Santorino 

quod 
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they  have  continued  many  years  :  becaufe  in 
the  former  the  vifcera  may  not  be  difeafed  ; 
but  in  the  latter,  affedions  of  the  vifcera  are 
always  to  be  apprehended. 

When  the  difeafe  has  originated  in  the 
body,  it  is  eafier  removed  than  where  the 
mind  has  been  primarily  affeded  j  becaufe 
the  bodily  complaints  often  yield  to  the 
power  of  medicine ;  but  the  paffions  of  the 
foul  are  too  often  above  all  fkill  and  remedies. 
The  emotions  of  the  mind  cannot  be  eafily 

fup- 

quod  pro  certo  fcire  non  potuifleiiius,  an  inulier  prope  abeffet  a 
rnenftruis,  quam  fe  antea  *  horum  fcaturiginem  in  vagina  potius 
efle,  quam  in  utero,  credidiflet.  Cervicis  fuperiore  parte  ex. 
cepta,  reliquum  longe  alio  rubore  infedum  erat,  quafi  ab  inflam- 
matione  videlicet,  qui  ab  altero  latere  magis  ad  fufcum  inclinabat, 
pec  tamen  ufquam  cervicis  fubftantiam  alte  pervadebat.  In  tu- 
bis  quoque  mucofus  humor  fuit ;  fed  albus.  Utraque  erat  aeri, 
per  majus  orificium  immiflb,  in  uterum  pervia :  ncc  deerant  pro- 
pe id  orificium  liydatides.  Teftium  uterque  ab  inclufis  cellulis 
tumebat ;  fed  alter  magis,  qui  prseter  magnam,  minores  quoque 
plures  habuit  cellulas,  omnes  fero  plenas,  una  excepta  in  qua  pus 
album  fuit.  In  altero  fimul  cum  cellulis,  &  veficulis  ferum  con- 
tinentibus,  alias  vidimus  cellulas  intus  nigricantes.  In  utriufque 
autem  fuperficie  ofcula  animadverteramus,  tenue  fpecillum  ad- 
mittentia :  praecipue  vero  in  membranis  per  quas  cum  tellibus 
tuba;  necluntur. 


*  Opufc.  mcd.  4.  n. 
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iupprefled,  becaufe  they  are  often,  al>  ongi/ie, 
in  delicate  and  fufceptible  conftitutions. 
There  may  be  obferved  a  promptitude  in 
nervous  patients  to  torment  themfelves  on 
moft  occafions,  without  any  reflexions  on  the 
injury  and  fhocks  they  give  their  tender 
Jiabits. 

The  indications  for  the  cure^  of  the  hyfteric 
paffion  and  nervous  affedions  may  be  formed 
from  the  fymptoinst  caufes^  and  effeBs  of  thofe 
difeafes. 

The  fymptoms  fhould  bepalhated,  ther^z^j- 
removed,  and  effedis^  fuch  as  fcirrhofities, 
congeftions,  and  obftrudions  of  the  vifcera, 
prevented,  or  removed. 

The  treatment  is  to  be  confidered  under 
two  dillincfl  heads  j  the  palliation  of  fymp- 
toms, and  the  removal  of  caufes. 

The  palliation  of  fymptoms  is  chiefly  ap- 
plicable during  the  paroxyfm  or  hyfleric  fit  ; 
and  this  is  heft  determined  by  its  degree  of 
violence. 

While  the  radical  cure  is  attempted,  the 
urgent  fymptoms  are  likewife  to  be  mr^- 
tigated. 

The 
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The  flatulent  or  windy  hyfteric  fit  is  alle- 
viated by  fetid  and  volatile  medicines  the 
moment  deglutition  is  poffible*  Tindlure  of 
ajjafcetida  and  fpiritus  falls  volatihs,  or  cornu 
cervi,  20  or  30  drops  of  each  in  water  or  va- 
lerian tea ;  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  amber,  or. 
oleum  animale. 

In  faintings,  the  fumes  of  vinegar,  fpiritu 
lEthei'eus,  or  any  volatile  fpirits,  or  falts,  ar  ^ 
to  be  applied  to  the  nofe ;   burnt  feathers  ' 
oil  of  amber,  &;c. 

If  thefe  Ihould  not  fucceed  in  recoverin 
the  patient,  a  clyfter  is  to  be  inje6led,  com 
pofed  of  fome  bitter  or  aloetic  purgative,  and 
tind;ure  of  alTafcetida  j  not  only  to  empty 
the  reBiimy  but  to  folicit  the  inverted  pe- 
riftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines  to  its  na-^ 
tural  adion,  and  promote  the  expulfion  of 
the  diftending  air,  or  wind  downwards. 

No,  46.  Be.  Decoft.  com.  pro  clyfter.  ovj. 

01.  olivar.  gifs. 

Syr.  e  fpin.  cerv.  S^j-  M,  f.  enema,  ftatim  idM 
jiciendum,  rcpetendumque  pro  re  nata.  \ 
No.  47.  R.  Decoft.  com.  pro  clyfter.  |vj.  . 

Tinft.  facr.  5vj. 

•  aflafoEtld.  5jj« 

01.  olivar.  §ifs.  f.  enema. 

No.  48* 
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No.  48.  R.  Aq.  pur.  tepid.  Bvj. 
Sal.  com. 
Syr.  e.  fpin.  cerv. 
01.  olivar.  aa.  §j.  f.  enenst. 

In  the  pajjio  hyfierica  convulfiva,  or  convul- 
iive  hyfteric  paffion,  the  fit  muft  be  treated  in 
the  foregomg  manner  :  but  if  the  patient  be 
plethoric,  or  the  veffels  of  the  face  full,  turgid 
or  red,  bleeding  during  the  fit  will  be  necef- 
fary  when  the  operation  can  be  performed. 
Bleeding  certainly  weakens  the  force  of  the 
fit,  and  fhortens  its  duration ;  probably,  by 
diminifliing  the  force  of  blood  afcending  to 
the  head  during  the  paroxyfm,  and  rendering 
the  circulation  through  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal jugulars,  vertebral  and  occipital  veins, 
more  free.  The  former  are  greatly  comprefT- 
ed,  by  the  dilatation  of  the  oefophagus  and 
flridiure  on  the  fauces  in  the  fit ;  and  there 
have  been  inflances,  though  very  rare,  in 
which  an  efFufion  of  blood  on  the  cerebrum 
or  cerebellum^  or  of  ferum  in  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain,  have  proved  fatal*. 

In 

*  In  my  difleftions  after  death  I  have  met  with  two  inftances  5 
though  thefe  are  fufficient  to  prove  the  poffibilify.    In  the  firft, 

th« 
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In  languid  pale  habits,  with  great  debilitjr,- 
and  efpecially  when  the  diforder  has  been  of 
long  duration,  bleeding  in  paroxyjko  vel  extra 
faroxyfmum  is  improper,  and  fometimes 
hurtful. 

The  patient  during  the  convullions  fhould 
be  placed  as  ereft  as  poffible  in  a  chair,  to  fa- 
vor the  defcent  of  blood  through  the  veins  of 
the  head  and  neck. 

In  the  pajjio  hyfterica  flertorofuy  or  hyfteric 
paffion,  with  fnoring  and  ftupor  fimilar  to 
apoplexy  ;  bleeding,  except  in  very  relaxed 
patients,  fhould  be  always  prefcribed  ;  there 
is  more  danger  to  apprehend,  and  lefs  to 
hope,  in  this  than  in  the  other  fpecies. 

Sharp,  irritating  clyfters  fhould  be  ufed, 
No.  46,  &;c. 

Volatile  falts  or  fpirits  fhould  be  applied 
to  the  noftrils ;  bliflers  to  the  neck,  back,  ^ 
arms,  or  legs  j  and  finapifms  to  the  feet.  j 

If  the  patient  be  able  to  fwallow,  evacua-  jL 
tions  by  ftool  fhould  be  procured  by  adtivc 
cathartics. 

the  patient  died  in  (Irong  convulfions,  after  a  violent  pafllon  of 
anger;  in  the  fecond,  ftrong  convulfions  and  a  ftupor  fucceeded 
after  a  violent  vomit. 

Drinks 
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Drinks  of  all  forts  are  to  be  very  fparingly 
admitted,  left  the  vejfels  continue  dijiended. 

After  evacuating  the  feces,  perfpiratiou 
fhould  be  promoted  by  camphor,  and  the  tar^ 
taruni  antimonii,  or  other  antimonials,  in 
fuch  fmall  dofes,  as  never  to  excite  n^ufea; 
or  by  the  fpiritus  mindereri  and  camphor  ;  or 
by  fal  volatilis  ammoniacus ,  nit  rum,  and  c am- 
phora, in  the  more  florid  and  plethoric 
habits. 

Thefe  are  the  general  modes  of  treatment 
neceflary  for  the  three  principal  fpecies  of  the 
hyfteric  paffion  during  the  fit :  but  they  mufl 
be  varied  according  to  the  conftitutions  of 
patients,  circumflances  of  cafes,  and  caufes 
from  which  they  originate. 

In  the  firft  attacks ^  the  lancet  may  be  ufed 
with  more  freedom  than  when  the  difeafe 
has  continued.  More  blood  may  be  taken 
from  thofe,  where  the  paffion  of  anger,  or 
extreme  quicknefs  of  temper,  predominate, 
than  in  grief,  melancholy,  anxiety,  and  de- 
fpondency. 

The  indications  to  obtain  a  radical  cure '  in 
thefe  complaints  Gonfift, 

Vol.  I.  Y  I.  In 
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I .  In  determining  the  fuperabundant  air 
downwards,  and  dire(£ting  the  inverted  pe- 
riftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftinal  canal  to  its 
due  and  natural  condition. 

This  is  produced  by  gentle  laxatives  of  the 
bitter  and  aloetickind,  joined  with  fetid  re- 
medies and  carminatives. 

By  diminifhing  the  quantity  of  air,  and 
preventing  efferyefcences,  or  fermentations  in 
the  ftomach  ;  therefore  all  vegetables  of  the 
green  kind,  fallads,  and  fweetened  food, 
peafe,  beans,  &c.  fhouldbe  avoided. 

Plain  lean  meats  are  moft  proper,  and  fuch 
drinks  that  occafion  no  fermentation:  fmalli 
beer,  ale,  and  all  liquors,  either  in  a  flate  of; 
fermentation,  or  likely  to  produce  fermen-- 
tation,  increafe  the  diforder. 

The  patient's  feelings,  however,  fliould 
diredtthe  choice;  and  this  is  eafily  determined 
by  obferving  what  foods  and  drinks  befl  agree, 
or  occafion  leaft  flatulency. 

Spirits  and  water  check  fermentation  more 
than  any  other  liquors  j  but  they  hinder  nu- 
trition. Though  the  generation  of  a  large 
quantity  of  air  may  be  very,  troublefome  anc 

inju- 
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injurious,  yet  a  moderate  portion  is  not  only 
ufeful  but  necefliiry. 

Old  hock  and  Seltzer  water,  or  other 
'  wines  of  a  proper  age  and  water,  com-  ' 
monly  agree. 

The  London  porter,  is  an  excellent  liquor 
for  feveral  hyfteric  patients  ;  but  then  no 
other  drink  fhould  be  allowed  at  or  after 
meals. 

1.  The  over  diftenfion  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines  is  generally  produd:ive  of  great 
relaxation,  lofs  of  appetite,  indigeftion,  debi- 
lity, &c.  The  ftomach  fhould  be  braced  by 
an  abjftinence  from  all  relaxing  drinks,  and 
fpoon  foods,  which  ad:  as  fomentations  to 
the  already  relaxed  parts ;  and  the  patient 
fhould,  when  out  of  the  fit,  take  mild 
chalybeate,  vitriolic  preparations,  bitters,  and 
bark.  See  remedies  from  No.  ii  to.  No.  lo. 
No.  26  and  27. 

-  There  will  be  found,  however,  in  prac- 
tice many  female  patients,  particularly  thofe 
who  are  flender,  or  whofe  fibres  and  mufcles 
feem  rigid  and  elaftic,  who  cannot  bear  the 
flighteft  tonics  or  bracers;  owing,  perhaps, 
to  rigid  fibres  of  the  flomach,  or  having 

Y  2  little 
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little  mucus  in  the  ftomach  to  counteract 
the  fudden  eflPeds  of  bracers  on  the  cardiac 
nerves :  thefe  commonly  experience  an  ob- 
ftinate  conllipation. 

In  fucb  cafes  aloetics,  joined  with  cremor 
tartari,  and  very  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  united 
with  the  aloetica  purgantia  in  moderate  dofes, 
have  beft  fucceeded  when  taken  bis  vel  ter  in 
feptimana. 

An  over  abundance  of  fixed  air  in  the  in- 
teflines  has  been  greatly  relieved  by  Urn 
water  alone ;  the  air  is  acid,  the  lime  wate 
its  powerful  oppofite. 

3.  The  impervioufnefs  of  the  la^leal  vef 
fels  on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines  muft  b 
removed  :  being  a  principal  caufe  of  im- 
perfed:  nutrition. 

The  caufes  are,  an  accumulation  of  in- 
fpiffated  mucus,  which  is  beft  diflodged  by 
aloetics  and  cremor  tartar,  or  by  a  folution  o) 
borax  in  the  infiifujn  amarum. 

If  the  ladieal  vefTels  fliould  be  impervi-i 
ous,  from  their  orifices  having  loft  tht 
power  of  abforption,  being  filled  with  thi 
coagulated  chyle  in  their  fmalleft  tubula 

villi 
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*vil!i^  mercurials  are  to  be  prefcribed ;  from 
half  a  grain  to  two  grains  of  well- 
prepared  calomel  is  to  be  taken  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  week ;  the  pitulae  mercuri- 
ales,  the  aethiops  mineral,  or  cinnabar  with 
camphor;  the  pilula  rubra,  and  other  alte- 
ratives. But  even  thefe  preparations  mufl  be 
cautioufly  adminiftered  to  nervous  patients  j 
becaufe  metallic  fubftances  of  all  forts  fre- 
quently produce  tremors,  and  debility  of  the 
nervous  powers. 

If  the  mouths  of  the  ladteals  fhould  be 
impervious  from  relaxation,  or  an  atonia-y 
chalybeates,  vitriolic  acids,  bark,  and  volatile 
falts  are  ufeful,  in  conjun6tion,  occafionally, 
with  mercurials,  chiefly  ufed  as  alterants. 

The  jirft  of  the  preceding  caufes,  in  which 
an  adhering  infpiffated  mucus  is  apprehended, 
is  common  to  the  corpulent. 

The  fecond,  •wh.txQ.  the  chyle  coagulates  in 
the  tubes,  is  common  to  the  pale,  languid, 
and  debilitated,  in  whom  the  arterial  actions 
are  diminifhed,  or  to  the  groffer  habits, 
when  the  oleaginous  particles  of  chyle  fuper- 
abound. 

The 
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The  third  is  owing  to  caufes  fimilar  to  the 
foregoing,  and  the  cure  fliould  be  attempted 
by  the  fame  means. 

T\\t  fourth  caufe  of  nutritious  chyle  not  en- 
tering the  ladeals,  is  its  bad  quahty  from  va- 
rious improper  mixtures,  and  a  contradion  of 
the  mouths  of  the  tubuli  on  the  inteftinal  fur- 
face. 

This  laft  cafe  is  more  difficult  to  remove 
than  the  others,  as  it  requires  a  better  digef- 
tion  in  the  ftomach,  a  more  pure  chyle  in  the 
duodenum  and  fmall  inteftines,  and  a  removal 
of  the  ftridture  of  the  veffels,  without  which, 
the  neceffary  abforption  cannot  be  readily  per-  • 
formed. 

This  is  commonly  attendant  on  patients  of: 
a  flender  habit,  tenfe,  rigid  fibres,  exquifite; 
fenfibility,  and  violent  paffions.  The  cure  o 
fuch  can  feldom  be  obtained,  becaufe  every 
Judden  and  momeiitary  emotion  of  the  mindl 
will  counterad:  many  months  labor  oi  \S\t.m.o^ 
profound  medical  fkill.  Antifpafmodics,  de- 
obftruent  alteratives,  acids,  or  alcalines,  as 
circumftances  and  caufes  occur,  are  to  be  re 
commended  j  but  above  all  other  prefcrip 
|:ions,  tranquillity  of  mind, 
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It  majbe  obferved,  that  fatnefs  or  leanncfs, 
flrength  or  weaknefs,  fenfibility  or  torpi- 
dity, do  not  fo  much  depend  on  what  foods 
are  received  into  the  flomach,  as  their  proper 
digeftion,  abforption,  and  aflimilation  with 
the  blood,  joined  with  the  natural  ftrudure 
and  form  of  the  body. 

Lean  people  are  frequently  great  eaters, 
while  the  corpulent  often  eat  and  drink 
little  j  the  flender  in  body  more  commonly 
agitate  their  minds  on  flight  occaiions  than 
the  corpulent ;  becaufe  they  poffefs,  in  ge- 
neral, more  fenfibility.  Digeftion,  chyli- 
fication,  and  fanguification,  is  eafier  com- 
pleted in  the  former  than  the  latter:  but 
none  of  thofe  offices  are  well  performed  under 
mental  perturbation;  hence  a  vitiated  nu- 
trition. Let  any  one  who  has  travelled 
compare  the  volatile,  lively,  good-natured 
French,  with  the  torpid,  flow  movement^ 
of  the  Dutch,  and  the  extremes  of  human 
character,  as  to  levity  and  folemn  folidity, 
may  be  eafily 'obferved. 

Thefe  extremes  in  human  nature,  owing 
to  chmate,  diet,  or  education  may  be  ju- 
dicioufly  applied  to  the  pradice  of  medicine 

to 
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to  very  great  advantage:  the  more  torpid 
habits  require  the  moft  powerful  mercu- 
rials and  antimonials ;  while  the  irritable 
and  delicate  are  fometimes  much  hurt  by 
the  gentleft  remedies  of  the  mineral  clafs*. 

4.  As  the  bile  is  always  more  or  lefs  vi-r 
tiated  in  nervous,  hyfteric  patients,  it  bcr 
comes  abfolutely  neceffary  to  examine  the 
feces  or  excrements. 

If  the  evacuated  feces  be  blackifli,  it 
demonftrates  that  the  bile  has  been  ill  fecret- 
ed  in  the  liver,  retained  too  long  in  the 
gall  bladder,  or  in  the  duodenum ;  by  which 
it  often  lofes  the  neceffary  qualities  for  atte- 
nuating or  mixing  the  chyle,  and  its  flimu- 
ius  on  the  furface  of  the  alimentary  canal, 

for 

*  The  different  nations  in  Europe  all  exhibit  to  the  philo- 
fophic  and  inquiring  mind  an  extraordinary  variety  of  genius 
and  charafler.  A  lively  imagination,  quick  invention,  and  a 
refined  tafte  in  all  the  delicacies  of  life,  I  have  obferved,  cha- 
rafterife  the  French  ;  perfeverance,  patience,  and  indefatiga- 
ble flow  induftry,  the  Dutch;  gravity,  folemnity,  and  man- 
linefs,  the  Flemifh  and  Germans;  petulance  and  irafcibility, 
fome  of  the  Italians  and  Neapolitans,  blended  with  good  hu- 
mor, and  a  defire  to  pleafe.  The  different  branches  of  arts  ai^d 
fciences  flourlfh,  according  to  the  climate,  genius,  freedom,  laws, 
and  religion  of  each  people. 
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for  forcing  towards  the  greater  inteftines 
the  groffer  parts  of  the  aliments. 

The  coflivenefs  from  the  inert  bile  is  beft 
removed  by  aloetics^  infufum  fence  and  cremor 
tartari. 

The  more  powerful  caufe-removing  reme- 
dies are  wailied  calomel,  to  a  quarter  or 
half  a  grain,  every  or  every  other  night, 
joined  with  three  or  five  grains  of  fome 
aloetic  purgative,  as  the  pilula  Rufi,  &c. 

The  infufum  amarum  and  the  fal  diureticus 
ihould  be  taken  two  or  three  times  in  the 
day,  provided  they  are  not  rejeded  by  the 
flomach. 

No.  49.  R.  Merc.  dulc.  fub.  ppt.  &  lot.  gr.  vj. 

Extrad.  cathart.  9ij.  f.  pilulae  No  xxiv.  quarum 
fumat  unam  omni  nofte,  vel  alterna  quaque  nofle. 

No.  50.  R.  Infus.  amar.  ^vj. 

Julep,  e  camph.  §ifs. 
Spt.  lavend.  c.  §fs. 

Sal.  diuret.  5ij.  f,  niiftura,  de  quo  capiat  coch.  iij. 
bis  vel  ter  in  die. 

The  blackifli  bile  very  probably  generates 
a  great  quantity  of  mephitic  air ;  for  no 
human  fluid  fo  foon  putrifies  as  the  bile: 
an  injurious  air  is  extricated  from  human 

fub- 
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fubflances  verging  to  a  ftate  of  putrefac- 
tion, in  great  quantities,  as  may  be  ob- 
ferved  in  the  tympanites  from  vifceral  pu- 
tridity;  and  the  bile  particularly  haftens 
the  corruption  of  all  the  human  fluids  in 
the  yellow  malignant  fever  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  ending  quickly  .in  death;  to  many 
inftances  of  which  I  have  been  a  fpedta- 
tor,  without  the  power  of  affording  relief,  in 
the  advanced  flages  of  the  diforder  *. 

It  mufl,  then,  plainly  appear,  i .  That 
healthy  chyle  cannot  be  exped:ed  when  the 
bile  is  ill  fecreted,  and  vitiated  blood  is 
■fent  to  the  liver  ixom  difeafed  vifcera. 

2.  From,  the  bile  being  long  retained  in  the 
gall  bladder. 

3.  From  the  conveyance  of  an  impure  bile: 
through  the  hepatic  dud:,  fo  that  the  mixed 
bile  in  the  dudius  communis  cholidochus  does, 
not  enter  the  duodenum  in  a  fit  ftate  for  pro- 
ducing thofe  proper  mixtures ;  not  only  dedi- 
cated to  carry  frefli  nourifliment  to  the  body,, 
but  to  protrude  the  fecal  parts  of  the  ahment 

through 

*  See  my  medical  advice  for  the  army  and  navy  fervin 
in  hot  climates,  , 
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through  the  inferior  parts  of  the  inteftinal 
canal. 

The  corredion  of  the  vitiated  bile  in- 
cludes not  only  a  removal  of  obftrudion 
in  the  liver  itfelf ;  but  likewife  of  infarc- 
tions, congeftions,  obftru6tions,  and  retarded 
circulation  of  the  blood  veflels,  and  of  all 
the  abdominal  vifcera,  which  fend  their  blood 
into  the  venaportce. 

To  efFed:  fuch  important  purpofes,  three 
conditions  of  great  magnitude  and  difficulty 
prefent  themfelves. 

1 .  The  removal  of  fcirrhofity,  tumefadlion, 
or  obftrudion  in  the  liver  or  fpleen,  and  their 
dependant  veflels. 

2.  The  acquiring  a  free,  eafy  circulation  in 
the  lymphatic,  arterial,  and  venal  fyllems  of 
the  vifcera,  and  all  their  lymphatic  glands, 
whether  of  the  mefenteiy  or  other  parts. 

3.  The  changing  the  vitiated,  acrimonious 
blood  to  a  pure  falutary  ftate. 

The  accomplifhing  thefe  grand  objeds 
may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  radical  cure 
of  hyfteric  and  nervous  complaints:  but 
doing  lefs-  is  only  a  palliation  of  the  mi- 
fcrable  fymptoms, 

If 
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If  the  powers  of  nature  be  not  too  much 
debihtated  to  co-operate  with  judicious  me- 
dicine, fuccefs  may  crown  medical  endea- 
vours :  but  if  the  remedies  moft  effediual  can- 
not be  adminiftered  from  contra-indications, 
the  cure  will  be  very  doubtful,  and  fome- 
times  impoffible  :  fed  nil  defperandum^  omnia 
tentanda,  with  the  utmoft  circumfpedtion. 

The  removal  of  infardions  and  fcirrhofity 
in  the  vifcera  can  alone  be  expected  by  me- 
tallic preparations  ufed  as  alteratives.  In  li- 
ver fcirrhofities  of  hot  climates,  mercurials 
ufed  as  unguents,  or  prefcribed  internally, 
have  cured  the  complaint.  Nervous,  irrita- 
ble, and  hyfleric  patients,  however,  very 
feldom  can  bear  mercury  alone  in  the  modes 
ufually  prefcribed  ;  the  dofes  are  generally  too 
large,  and  tremors,  with  other  complaints, 
are  the  confequence  of  their  ufe. 

Though  mercurials  given  in  the  large  dofes, 
formerly  too  much  in  vogue,  may  have  pro- 
duced mifcWef  j  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that 
very  fmall  portions,  as  alteratives,  repeated 
at  proper  diftances,  or  combined  with  fome 
ftomachic  laxative,  will  be  injurious ;  on  the 
contrary,  excellent  effeds  are  produced. 

If 
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If  mercurials  alone  be  found  too  ftimu- 
lating  and  hurtful  to  the  ftomach,  yet  when 
united  with  fulphureous  antimonials,  their 
adive,  irritating  particles  on  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  are  obtunded,  they  become 
mild  and  efficacious.  ♦ 

No,  51.  R.  Pulv.  antiraon.  cum  mere.  dulc.  9fs. 

Pil.  gummos.  Bij.  M.  accurate,  f.  piluls  No.  x- 
quarum  fumat  unam  mane  &  nodle,  fuperbi- 
bendo  coch.  ij.  mifturas  fequentis. 

No.  52.  R  Julep,  e  camph.  Biijfs. 
Aq.  pur.  §iv. 

Spt.  lavend.  c.  gfs.  M.  f.  miftura. 

To  palliate  nervous  fymptoms  while  the 
above  remedies  are  adminiftered. 

No.  53,  R.  Tina,  foetid. 

Spt.  volat.  aromat.  aa.  I],  capiat  gtt.  xxxx.  vel  lx. 
ex  coch.  ij.  infus.  rad,  ralerian.  vel  infus.  zingi- 
beris  ad  libitum. 
No,  54.  R.  Sulph.  aurat.  antimon.  gr.  x. 

Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  5ifs.  tere  fimul,  deinde  adde 
Conf.  cynofbat.  q.  s.  f.  piluls  No.  xxxx.  de  quibus 
capiat  iij.  mane  &  nofte. 
No,  55,  R.  Pulv.  rad.  valerian.  5ij. 

Julep,  e  camph.  5 iij. 
Aq.  pur.  3iv. 

Tinft.  ftomach.  Sj.  M.  f.  miftura,  de  quo  capiat 
coch.  iij.  ter  vel  quater  in  die. 

No.  56. 
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No.  56.  Be.  iEthiop.  min. 

Pulv.  camphor,  aa.  5j.  ~ 

Conf.  cynoftat.  q.  s.  f.  pilulae  No.  xxrv.  quarum 
fumat  iv.  mane  &  nodle. 
No.  57.  Bi'  Julep,  ecamph.  §v. 

Spt.  volat.  foetid.  5yfs. 
.  la  vend.  '^Ks. 

Aq.  pur.  §ijfs.  f.  miftura,  cujus  famat  coch.  iij.  a<l 
libitum  in  languore. 

No.  58.  R'.  Kerm.  min.  gr;  xij. 

Merc.  duk.  fexies  fub.  ppt.  &  lot.  gr,  vj.  tere  firaul, 

deinde  adde 
Pulv.  camph.  gr.  xvi. 

Conf.  cynofbaf.  q.  s.  f.  piluls  No,  xxiv.  de  quibus 
fumat  ij.  mane  Sc  nofte. 
No.  59.  Bi'  Julep,  e  mofch. 

 e  camph.  aa.  §iv, 

Confed.  cardiac.  5ij.  f.  miftura,  cujus  capiat  coch, 
ij.  tervel  quater  in  die. 

Thefe  are  the  mofh  decided  remedies  in 
congeftion^  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  in  dif- 
eafed  lymphatic  veflels  and  glands.,  and,  ge- 
nerally, in  all  impurities  of  the  blood :  but 
as  their  preparations,  and  conjedures  or  de- 
monftrations  of  their  adions  and  utility,  are 
inveftigated  in  the  treatife  which  contains  the 
managerrlent  of  the  cancers  of  the  breafts  and 
uterus,  to  that  work  is  the  reader  referred. 

In 
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In  every  flate  of  obftrudion  from  relaxa- 
tion, and  an  irregular  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  the  abdominal  and  vifceral  veflels, 
chalybeates  perform  wonders,  after  the /ordes 
on  the  furface  of  the  inteftines  are  removed 
by  proper  laxatives,  with  or  without  the  ner- 
vous fetid  gums,  or  half  a  grain  of  mere, 
dulc.j  their  ufe  Ihould  be  perfevered  in  twice 
or  thrice  a  week ;  at  the  fame  time  chaly- 
beates Ihould  be  taken  with  bitters  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  or  wine,  and  fome  nervine,  ap- 
pealing, carminative  remedy  to  alleviate  the 
fymptoms. 

No.  60.  R.  Pil.  Ruf.  Bijfs. 

Merc.  dulc.  ppt.  &  lot.  gr.  iv.  M,  accurate,  f.  pilu- 
lae  No.  XX.  quarura  fumat  unam  orani  node,  vel 
mane  &  nofte. 
No,  61.  R.  Limatur.  mart.  gfs. 

Pulv.  flor.  chamasmel.  5ij« 
 zingib.  5ij. 

Conf.  rofar.       fyr.  fimp.  q*  s.  f.  eleft.  cujus  capiat 
N.  M.  ante  prandium  ccenamque,  quotidie 
fuperbibendo  coch.  ij.  infuf.  amar. 

Fetid  and  volatile  drops  may  be  taken  in 
lownefs,  or  depreffion  of  fpirits,  or  agitati- 
ons of  the  mind, 

Thefe 


33^  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

Thefe  plans  of  cure  muft  be  perfifted  in  for 
many- months,  or  a  radical  cure  of  nervoits 
difeafes  will  never  be  attained. 

The  preventing  or  removing  obftrudions 
in  the  lymphatic  veffels  or  glands  require 
a  fimilar  treatment.  The  lymphatic,  or 
abforbent  veffels,  can  convey  poifons  into 
the  conftitution ;  but  they  can  likewife 
convey  remedies.  Venereal  rniafma ;  the  bite 
of  a  viper,  or  mad  dog  j  animal  putridity, 
and  other  dertrudive  matter  of  the  moft 
fubtile  nature,  are  conveyed  to  the  blood  by 
means  of  thefe  veffels  *.  Mercurials  exter- 
nally applied  purfue  the  fame  courfe  through 

the 

*  Thefe  fads  are  at  prefent  but  little  known  except  amongft 
the  lateft  and  moft  learned  anatomifts.    Boerhaave,  nor  any 
of  his  difciples,  well  underftood  thefe  fubjefls ;  their  pathology 
and"  methods  of  cure,  are  in  many  inftances  ftrikingly  de- 
feftive:  but  fo  tenacious  are  many  at  this  prefent  time,  of 
the  leffons  they  received  early  in  their  youth,  that  they  are 
frequently  offended  at  later  difcoveries,  and  offer  infolent  and 
unmerited  oppofition,  from  no  other  caufe,  than  becaufe  they 
are  ne'uu.    For  my  own  part,  I  have  endeavoured  to  appljr 
all  the  new  doftrines  to  difcover  the  defefts  of  our  art,  and 
to  make  permanent  improvements ;  and  am  happy  in  making 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  Doftors  Monro,  Hunter,  Mec- 
kell ;   to   MelTrs.  Hewfon,   Hunter,   Sheldon,  Cruikfiianks, 
furgeons,  for  their  very  ufeful  difcoveries.    I  have,  I  hope, 
purfued  the  fame  fubjedls  not  without  fome  fuccefs,  in  ap- 
plying moft  modern  difcoveries  to  praftice. 
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the  lymphatic  vefTels  and  glands  to  the  tho- 
racic dud:,  and  mix  with  the  blood;  thus 
many  excellent  remedies  may  be  conveyed 
without  difturbing  the  ftomach. 

The  lymphatics  of  the  abdominal  vifcera 
having  loft  their  powers  of  abforption,  an  ef- 
fufion  of  the  coagulated  lymph  will  be  the 
confequence j  coagulations  of  lymph,  and 
umefadtions  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  will 
ikewife  arife  from  obftrudtions  of  lym- 
phatic velTels  or  glands  nearer  the  thoracic 
dud:.  Hence  congeftions  in  the  inferior 
parts  will  be  formed,  fcirrhofities  and  tumors 
limilar  to  the  fcrophula  externally;  and  by 
repeated  difted:ions  of  difeafed  perfons,  who 
have  been  long  afflidled  with  hyfteric,  ner- 
vous, and  other  chronic  difeafes,  I  have  al- 
ways found  tumors  of  this  nature  in  the 
iliac ^  7nefe?itericy  or  other  lymphatic  glands, 
Thefe  were,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  often 
more  the  effeds  of  the  difeafe  than  the  caufe  ; 
but  yet,  to  prevent  thefe  congeftions  and  ob- 
ftrudions  muft  certainly  be  a  more  rational 
mode  of  cure  than  the  common  treatment. 
There  is  reafon  to  fufped:  they  do  or  will 
exift ;  and  to  prevent  or  remove  fuch  ac- 
VoL.  L  Z        .  cumulations,. 
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cumulations,  is  a  more  determined  and  fen- 
fible  pradice,  than  merely  to  palliate  fymp- 
toms.  The  alleviation  of  fy mptoms,  par- 
ticularly by  opiatesy  renders  the  difeafe  fome- 
times  more  difficult  and  incurable. 

To  prevent  or  remove  thefe  congeftions  in 
the  lymphatic  fyftem,  mineral  alteratives 
Ihould  be  judicioufly  prefcribed,  and  long 
continued  j  urgent  fymptoms  fhould  like- 
wife  be  cautioufly  mitigated*. 

The  j 

*  The  whole  praftice  to  be  found  in  authors  for  hyfteric_  I 
or  nervous  ccmplaints,  when  we  except  air,  exercife,  and  a  few  | 
tonics  and  mineral  waters,  are  chiefly  palliati've ;  and  it  is  for  } 
this  reafon  cures  are  frequently  not  produced.     Cordials,  as 
confeSiio  cardiaca,  fpirits  of  lavender,  myrrh,  fagapemm,  opo-^  • 
ponax,  &c.;  foetid  gums,  afafcetida,    cajlor,  faffron,   •volatile  ^ 
fpirits  and  falts,  'valerian,  camphor,  foot,  animal  fcetid  oilst  ^ 
plnjiers  of  galbanim,    or  afafcetida,   &c.    chamomile  flonuersi 
elder  floiuerst  carminati've  feeds,  angelicat  git'S^r,  uuorm'woodf  , 
me,  centaury,  orange  peel,  balm,  mint,  fage,  pennyroyal,  rofe-  \ 
maiy,  la'vender,  hirthnxiort.  Sec.  &c.    Some  of  thefe  remedies 
are  excellent  palliatives,   particularly  camphor,  valerian,  afa«  ■ 
foetida,  volatiles,  &c.  but  thefe  laft  often  are  too  hot.    The  : 
major  part  are  by  no  means  adequate  to  remove  the  diforder,  . 
and  muft  have  been  founded  in  fuperftition,  or  a  very  fuperficial  I 
knowledge  of  the  powers  of  remedies,  or  magnitude  and  i 
refiftance  of  difeafes.    Writers,  in  general,  have  only  copied  1 
one  another's  credulity,  and  often  abfurdlties. 

Emails 
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The  pi/u/a  rubra ^  the  sethiops,  minerahs, 
cinnabar  with  valerian,  mulk  or  camphor, 

folu-  ' 

Emetics  are  prefcribed.  Nothing  certainly  can  be  more 
rough,  irrational,  and  hazardous.  The  periftaltic  motion  of 
the  inteftines  is  inverted,  and  its  inverfion  is  feconded  by 
the  phyCcian  contrary  to  common  fenfe  :  but  befides,  very  few 
nervous  perfons  bear  'vomiting',  their  ficknefs  or  naufea  is 
fymptomatic,  and  the  forcing  a  quantity  of  blood  to  the  head 
by  the  violence  of  vomiting,  to  my  own  knowledge,  has  proved 
fatal ;  and  yet  vomits  are  daily  ordered  without  any  refleftion 
on  confequences. 

Bleeding  may  in  fome  inftances  be  ufeful  when  the  diforder  is 
recent,  or  where  plethora  abounds. 

JVz'/re  is  ordered  by  many  writers.  Scarcely  any  very  hyfte- 
rical  or  riervous  perfon  can  bear  nitre  on  the  ftomach.  It  is  a 
favourite  medicine  of  mine  in  many  cafes ;  but  fliould  fcarcely 
ever  be  prefcribed  to  the  nervous;  and,  if  it  ftould  be  advife- 
able  in  plethora,  great  heat,  ftrong  pulfe,  &c.  camphor  or 
volatiles  Ihould  be  united  with  it;  in  general,  however,  it 
difagrees. 

Opiates,  as  laudanum,  &;c.  are  extremely  improper.  Ner- 
vous patients  are  often  convulfed,  or  a  delirium  and  madne/s 
are  produced  by  opium,  when  there  is  already  an  affeflion  on 
the  mind,  or  an  irritation  in  the  brain.  There  are  other 
objeftons. 

Opium  is  very  ufsful  on  many  occafions ;  but  it  produces 
coftivenefs,  detains  the  flatus  or  wind  frequently,  retards  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  and  may  be  the  caufe  of  various  con- 
geftions,  from  its  known  property  of  diminifliing,  not  only 
the  movfng  powers,  but  the  fecretions,  and,  in  general,  the 
excretions.    In  the  Well  Indies,  I  never  faw  it  fucceed  ini 

Z  2  the 
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folutions  of  argentum  vivum  in  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic,  with  very  fmall  portions  oianti^ 
viomum  tartarifaiim,  always  prefcribed  as  al- 
teratives, are  efficacious  remedies. 

By  fuch  modes  of  practice,  morbid, 
lymphatic  glands,  difeafes  in  the  mefentery, 
or  other  vifcera  are  fometimes  cured  :  cau- 
tion is  neceffary,  to  adapt  fmall  dofes  of  mi- 
neral alteratives  to  the  individual  conftitution," 
and  to  perfevere  many  months  in  their  ufe. 
Impatience  never  conquered  a  chronic  nor 
difficult  difeafe  ;  and  flying  from  one  remedy 
to  another  with  an  impetuous  reftleflhefs, 
neither  demonflrates  penetration,  judgment, 
nor  fkill  in  the  phyficiai).  Plans  of  cure 
fhpuld  be  coolly  and'  maturely  contemplated, 
and  fteadily  purfued,  unlefs  they  difagree ; 

or 

iht  locked  jaw.  Opium,  therefore,  tliough  it  might  palliate  in 
fome  inftances,  and  is  excellent  on  many  occalions,  yet  it  is  ha- 
zardous. Camphor,  valerian,  fnake  root,  or  afafoetida,  are  more 
fafe  and  efficacious.  The  opinion  that  opium  fliould  be  given  in 
large  dofes,  if  it  irritate  in  fmall,  is  a  dodrlne  replete  with  dan- 
ger :    I  have  known  it  prove  fatal. 

Steel  preparations  are  in  many  cafes  ufeful,  after  inteftinal  ob- 

flruftion  is  removed. 

Dr.  Mead's  remedy  of  valerian  and  cinnabar  is  one  of  the  moft 
rational  for  removing  caufcs. 
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or  all  endeavors  to  eradicate  nervous  and  hy- 
fleric  difeafes  muft  prove  abortive. 

3.  The  changing  the  vitiated  blood  to  a 
more  balflimic  and  Icfs  acrimonious  ll:ate» 
confifts  in  the  removal  of  the  foregoing  ob- 
ftrudions.  •  Afterward,  tonics,  as  bark,  fleel 
preparations,  chalybeate  waters,  and  whatever 
can  ftrengthen  the  relaxed  body,  will  be  efpe- 
cially  ufeful. 

Air,  exercife,  and  diverting  the  mind  with 
a  variety  of  amufements,  fhould  be  ftrenu- 
oufly  recommended  j  to  prevent  thofe  dread- 
ful apprehenfions  which  arife  from  bodily  in- 
difpofition,  feizing  the  foul  with  fomething 
verging  on  dejpondency. 

The  foregoing  methods  are  not  neceflary 
in  flight,  recent,  nor  accidental  cafes ;  but 
in  thofe  inveterate  indifpofitions  that  have 
long  tormented  and  refifted  the  common 
attempts  to  cure.  Heavy  bodies  cannot  be 
moved  without  a  force  fuperior  to  their 
weight  or  refinance  j  nor  difeafes  be  con- 
quered, but  by  remedies  more  effectual  than 
their  morbid  oppofing  powers. 

4.  In  recent,  nervous,  and  hyfteric  affec- 
tions, cures  are  frequently  obtained  by  pal- 
liating 
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Hating  the  fymptoms,  and  bracing  the  relax- 
ed habit. 

Thefe  modes  of  cure  are  applicable  to 
cafes  in  which  general  relaxation  prefents  it- 
felf  J  for  by  great  debility,  the  fecretory  and 
excretory  organs  have  all  their  powers  di- 
minifhed  ;  the  leaft  bodily  or  mental  efforts 
produce  languor  and  faintnefs,  and  the  pa- 
tients feel  fenfations,  as  though  they  were 
hourly  expiring. 

In  fuch  circumftances  of  morbid  diftrefs 
the  following  prefcriptions  have  well  fuc- 
ceeded . 

No.  62.  Bc«  Pil.  gummos.  5j. 

 Ruf.  5fs.  M.  accurate,  f.  piluls  No.  xxx. 

quarum  fumat  unam  mane  &  node. 
No.  63.  Bc'  Pulv.  flor.  chamasmel.  5ij- 

Colcoth.  vitriol,  bene  pulv.  5vj. 

Pulv.  zingib.  ^ij. 

Conf.  rofar.  fyr.  croc,  q,  s.  f.  elefl.  cujus  ca- 
piat Q^N.  M.  ante  prandium  &  ccenam  quotidie 
fuperbibendq  coch.  ij.  infus  flor.  cliamsemel. 

Or  the  eleduary,  No.  61,  is  excellent 

t 

for  removing  debility. 

No.  64.  R.  Gum.  aflafoetid.  9ij.  folv.  in  julep,  e  camph.  gv. 
deinde  adde 
Aq.  pur.  Svifs. 

Tinft. 
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Tind.  ftomach.gifs. 

Sal.  c.  c.  gr.  xij.  f.  miftura  de  qua  capiat  coch,  ij, 
in  languoribus  ter  vel  quater  in  die. 
No.  65.  R.  Tinft.  flor.  mart.  gtt.  xxx.  vel  5j. 
Aq.  pur. 

— —  cinnam.  ten.  aa.  §j.  f.  hauftus,  mane  meridie 
&  vefpere  furaendus. 
No.  66.  R.  Extraft.  flor.  chamsmel.  5j. 

Sal.  mart.  gr.  x.  M.  f..  pilulae.  No,  xx,  quarum 
fumatiij.  ante  prandium  &  coenam. 
No.  67.  R.  Spirit,  lavend.  c. 

■  volat.  fcEtid.  aa.  §j.  M.  cujus  capiat  gtt. 

Lx.  ex  coch.  ij,  infus.  rad.  valerian.  &  zingiberis, 
languore  molefto,  vel  fpiritus  defedu. 
'No.  68.  R.  Pulv.  cort.  Peruv.  gr.  xv. 

I       rad.  valerian.  5^s. 
Aq.  pur  5xiv. 

Tinfl.  amar,  jij.  f.   hauftus,  bis  vel  ter  in  die 
fumendus. 
No.  69.  R.  Liquor,  anodyn.  HofFm, 

Sp.  lavend.  comp.  aa.  Bj.  M.  cujus  capiat  5j.  ad 
libitum  in  coch,  ij,  aqua:,  vel   aqu^e  menth, 
pip.  fimp. 
No.  70.  R.  Pulv.  rad.  valerian,  ^ij. 

Decoft.  cort.  Peruv.  §vij. 

Tinft.  ferpent.  virg.  §j.  f,  miftura,  cujus  capiat 
coch.  ij.  ter  vel  quater  in  die. 
No.  71.  R.  Pil.gumm0s.5ifs. 

 ex  colocynth.  fimp.  5fs.  f.  f.  pilulss,  No» 

xxxx.  fumat  unam  mane  &  nofle. 
No,  72,  R,  Decoft.  cort.  Peruv.  §vij, 

Extraft.  ejufdem.  5j.  ' 
Tind.  ftomach.  5vij. 

Elix, 
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Elix.  vitriol,  acid.  ^fs.  M.  f.  miftura,  de  qua  capiat 
coch.  iij.  ter  in  die. 
No.  75,  Be.  Tinft.  fuligin. 

—.  aromat.  aa.  gj.  M.  cujus  capiat  gtt.  lxxx. 

ter  vel  quater  in  die  ex  coch.  ij.  infus.  rad.  va- 
lerian, in  languoribus  fpiritufve  defeftu. 

The  preceding  forms  of  prefcriptions  indi- 
cate their  curative  intentions  j  which  are,  the 
removal  of  con'geftions  or  obftrudtions ;  the 
mitigation,  of  all  the  grievous  fymptoms,  and 
invigorating  the  relaxed  and  debilitated  ha- 
bit. Thefe  methods,  howev-er  judicious, 
will  prove  fruit lefs  in  many  inftances,  unlefs 
the  patients  will  be  determined  to  fupprefs  all 
violent  emotions  of  the  'mind. 

Hyfleric  affedtions  arifing  from  various 
caufes,  as  the  chlorofis,  fluor  albus,  a  reten- 
tion or  immoderate  flow  of  the  menfes,  or 
other  difeafes,  or  palHons  of  the  mind,  fhould 
be  treated  according  to  the  circumftances  of 
cafes  and  habits  of  patients.  Primary  caufes 
being  removed,  ejffedis  of  courfe  will  ceafe. 

On  the  Diet  of  nervous  I*  erf  on  ^c. 

Debility,  or  delicacy  of  body,  and  fufcepti- 
bility  of  mind,  are  the  principal  caufes  of 

thefe 
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thefe  diforders.  The  diet  moft  likely  to 
flrenethen  the  weakened  habit  is  of  that 
nutritious  kind,  which  is  digefted  and  affi- 
milated  with  leaft  labor  to  the  ftomach,  or 
inteftines. 

Flatulency  is  produced  by  all  'vegetables, 
as  greens,  fallads,  &c.  and  leguminous  foody 
fuch  as  peas,  beans,  &c.  and  many  fruits  ; 
thefe,  in  general,  fliould  be  fparingly  allow- 
ed, oj  altogether  avoided. 

Animal  food  affords  the  beft  nourifliment; 
therefore  meats  of  all  forts,  eafy  of  digeftion, 
are  preferable  to  any  other  aliments.  Low 
diet  will  never  ftrengthen  the  debilitated ; 
but  the  ftomachs  and  cuftoms  of  individuals 
ought  always  to  be  principally  confulted. 

Gelatinous  fubftances,  as  jellies  of  harts- 
horn, ifinglafs,  calves  feet,  &c.  muft  not  be 
too  freely  allowed,  as  they  with  difficulty 
pafs  through  the  ladlcal  fyftem  of  nervous 
patients.  Strong  gravy,  broths  of  lean  meat, 
as  veal,  or  beef  tea,  in  fmall  quantities, 
with  toafted  wheaten  bread,  is  eafily  di- 
gefted,  and  received  into  the  conftitution, 
affords  moft  nourifliment  to  the  body,  and 

produces 


346         A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

produces  a  comparer  coherence  in  the  re-» 
laxed  fyftem. 

Punch,  lemonade,  and  moft  vegetable  acids, 
are  improper. 

Tea  fliould  be  very  fparingly  ufed,  or  ra- 
ther avoided,  as  it  relaxes  the  coats  of  the 
weakened  ftomach.  Coffee,  cocoa,  or  cho- 
colate, are  better,  provided  they  agree. 

Porter  with  ginger,  or  a  glafs  of  red  port, 
are  beneficial  j  but  all  flatulent  ales,  fmall 
beer,  or  whatever  is  found  to  generate  wind, 
Ihould  be  flridly  abftained  from. 

A  clear,  dry  air  is  preferable  to  moifl. 
Where  electricity  moft  abounds,  the  animal 
fpirits  are  moft  lively ;  where  it  is  moft  di- 
minifhed  by  moifture,  a  phlegmatic  dulnefs, 
or  languid  fpirits,  may  be  obferved.  The 
country  is  better  than  town  air. 

Exercife  and  amufements  are  efficacious 
remedies;  for  whatever  can  gently  agitate 
the  body,  and  divert  the  mind  from  the 
prefent  diftrefs,  or  future  apprehenfions, 
will  alleviate  the  difmal  effects  of  the  diforder. 

Sleep  fhould  be  indulged,  but  fcarcely  ever 
folicited  by  opiates. 

When 
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kWhen  reftleffnefs  arifes  from  indigeftion, 
ktry  light  fuppers  are  neceffary,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  fpirit  and  water  may  be  ufed  to 
;  check  fermentation. 

J  All  fecretions  and  excretions  fhould  be 
I  gently  promoted,  as  the  circulation  of  the 
I  blood  will  then  be  more  regular. 

The  retenfion  of  feces,  urine,  or  perfpira- 
:  tory  fluids,  are  always  produ6live  of  depraved 
I  humors. 

The  mind  fliould  be  preferved  as  much  as 
\  poflible,  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity ;  very  trifling 
caufes  irritate  the  nervous,  and  excite  emo- 
1  tions  not  eafily  fubdued. 
^     The  nervous  and  hyfl:eric  are  accufed  of 
peeviflmefs  and  irafcibility ;   but  this  ap- 
parent violence  is  more  caufed  by  the  mifera- 
ble  flate  and  fenfations  in  the  body,  than  any 
predetermined  malignity  of  the  mind,  and 
therefore  merit  compaflion  and  indulgence. 
The  melancholic  fliould  be  roufed  by  amufe- 
ments  and  proper  exercife  ;  the  irritable  and 
over-ad;ive  fliould  be  calmed  by  reft  and  cool 
refte6tion. 

Practical 
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Pradlical  Cautions^  Admonitions^  and 
Obfervations, 

Nervous  difeafes  frequently  afllime  the 
appearances  of  almoft  every  diforder  inci-i| 
dent  to  the  human  body  ;  in  the  head  and  ' 
ftonnach,  breaft  and  lides,  are  pains  j  in  the  i 
bowels,  chohcky  .complaints,  and  flatulent  I 
gripes ;  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  acute .) 
affediions  like  the  gravel  and  ftone  j  but  cau-  ^ 
tion  is  neceffary  in  their  treatment. 

If  nervous  affections  be  miftaken  for  acute 
inflammatory  difeafes,  and  profiife  evacua- 
tions, by  bleeding,  purging,  and  cooling  are 
ufed,  dangerous  confequences  will  fucceed  to^ 
fuch  an  imprudent  pradlice.  \ 

Vomits  are  often  prefcribed  to  nervous  pa- 
tients, which  is  too  violent  a  method  j  the 
naufea,  or  ficknefs,  is  commonly  fymptomaticy 
and  no  judicious  phyfician  would  apply  fo 
coarfe  a  remedy  as  vomiting  to  a  delicate  fee- 
ble confliitution,  when  the  fl:omach  is  fe- 
condarily  in  fault  ;  but  he  would  rather  at- 
tempt to  remove  the  primary  caufes  by  leni- 
ent means. 

3.  In 


I 
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3.  In  thofe  complaints  denominated  bilious , 
which  term  feems  of  a  vague  and  upfettled 
fignification,  vomits  are  univerfally  prefcribed 
at  random ;  but  nothing  certainly  can  be 
more  improper  or  dangerous. 

An  accumulation  of  bile  in  the  flomach, 
caufing  great  ficknefs,  headach,  &c.  may 
be  termed  a  bilious  dif order  j  it  is  more  known 
in  hot  than  in  European  climates,  and  vo- 
mits are  the  ufual  remedy. 

The  adminiftration  of  vomits  in  fuch  cafes 
originated  in  the  times  of  ignorance    but  cuf- 
tom  and  fafhion  have  ftill  erroneoufly  con- 
tinued their  ufe  to  the  prefent  period,  not- 
withftanding  the  modern  knowledge  in  ana- 
tomy and  phyfiology  is  directly  againfl:  fuch 
a  practice.     Innumerable    other  inftances 
might  be  adduced,  where  the  principles  of 
■Practical  medicine  have  by  no  means  held 
fcace  with  the  many  ufcful  and  important 
iidifcoveries  of  the  moderns  in  anatomy,  che- 
■niftry,  and  phyfiology. 
I    Bile'i'i  never  in  the  ftomach  naturally,  nor 
•Lvas  it  ever  deftined,  according  to  the  laws 
■  Df  the  animal  oeconomy,  to  be  an  inhabitant 
l^f  the  flomach. 

4  It 
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It  is  poured  by  the  biliary  dads  into  the 
duodenum^  or  firfl  of  the  fmall  inteftines, 
where  it  unites  with  the  oleaginous  and  aque- 
ous particles  of  the  digefted  food  defcending 
from  the  ftomach. 

Its  purging,  cathartic,  or  ftimulating  quali- 
ties, affift  the  defcent  and  exclufion  of  the 
grofler  parts  of  the  food. 

The  bile,  therefore,  has  no  office  ox  fundtion 
to  .  perform  in  the  ftomach ;  nor  is  ever 
there  but  in  a  ftate  of  difeafe,  occafioning 
great'  ficknefs. 

By  an  over-abundance  of  bile  irritating  the 
diiodenujiy  or  from  other  caufes,  efpecially 
naufea,  the  bile  is  forced  into  the  flomach  by  ■ 
the  inver^fion  of  the  periftaltic  motion  of  the" 
duodenum  and  pylorus ;  in  fhort,  by  thofe  parts 
forcing  the  bile  upwards,  inftead  of  purfuin 
its  natural  courfe  downwards. 

The  bile  then,  being  forced  b)r  this  in 
verted  adtion  of  the  duodenujn  and  pylorus  int 
the  ftomach,  caufes  naufea,  ficknefs  or  vo- 
miting.   If  the  flow  of  the  bile  upwards  b 
prevented,  all  thofe  fymptoms,  and  the  fup- 
pofed  neceffity  of  throwing  the  bile  off  the 
ftomach,  would  be  unneceffary. 

Vomits 
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Vomits  bring  the  bile  upwards  into  the  fto- 
mach,  and  caufe  an  increafe  of  the  bihous 
difeafe  ;  conveying  the  bi/e  downwards,  then, 
by  gentle  laxatives,  is  the  moft  rational  and 
fafe  prevention  and  cure  for  bilious  accumu- 
lations in  the  inteftines.  Bi/e  and  other  mat- 
ter is  brought  to  the  ftomach  by  vomits ;  but 
ignorance  fuppofes,  what  is  thrown  off  was 
the  (T^/z/Q' of  the  irritation,  whereas  it  is  the 
mere  effe^  of  vomiting. 

Vomits  certainly  give  temporary  eafe,  but 
lay  the  foundation  for  future  indifpofition  : 
inftances  there  may  be  in  which  they  are  ne- 
ceflary,  but  they  certainly  fhould  as  much  as 
poffible  be  avoided,  for  they  always  promote 
the  afcenfion  of  the  bile,  and  caufe  a  future 
neceffity  of  vomiting. 

Gentle  aloetics,  with  foap,  or  other  laxa- 
tives, not  only  prevent  the  retention  of  bile 
in  the  inteftine,  but  generally  exclude  it 
through  the  inferior  inteftinal  canal. 

Vomiting  is  violent,  the  laxative  plan 
gentle  j  neither  reafon  nor  experience  can 
juflify  rough  pradices,  when  ?nild  methods 
can  anfwer  every  medical  intention. 
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It  is  impoffible  to  know  what  injuries  Vo- 
mits may  produce^  by  forcing  a  quantity  of 
blood  to  the  brain  ;  this  has  proved  deftruc- 
tive  in  fome  inftances,  and  the  ftomach  has 
been  forced  out  of  its  feat  by  this  violent  vo- 
miting adion  *. 

Vomits,  therefore,  to  all  delicate,  nervous, 
or  bihous  patients,  fhould  be  cautioufly  pre- 
fcribed,  or  generally  omitted. 

4.  In  the  convuljive  hyfleric  paflion,  bleed- 
ingy  in  general,  is  necelTary,  particularly  in 

young 

«  A  young  man,  named  Bowles,  in  St.  "James's- (treet,  was 
feized  with  a  violent  vomiting :  Mr.  Gent,  furgeon,  of  St.  James's- 
ftreet,  was  called,  and  afterwards  I  was  confuked,  and  prefcribed 
anti-emetics  and  gentle  ftomachic  laxatives,  and  motions  were 
procured.  The  patient  raifed  himfelf  from  his  bed,  feemingly 
in  good  fpirits,  and  had  not  been  in  an  ereft  pofture  one  minute 
before  he  died.    The  young  man  had  drank  freely  of  fpirits. 

I  opened  the  body  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Gent,  and  Mr. 
Tron/on,  of  Harley-Jlreet ,  and  found  the  ftomach  had  forced  it- 
felf  into  the  cheft,  pufhing  the  lobe  of  the  lungs  on  the  fide  it 
occupied  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  In  the 
ftomach  was  contained  about  a  pint  and  a  half  of  liquid  of  adark- 
ifli  color,  but  not  fetid;  the  remainder  of  the  cavity  of  the  fto- 
mach was  inflated  with  wind.  It  appeared  clear  to  me,  why  the 
young  man  died  fuddenly  in  an  eredpofition ;  for  the  ftomach 
not  defcending  into  the  abdomen,  but  laying  on  the  diaphragm, 
refpiration  was  totally  impeded  by  the  heavy  prefTure  of  the  fto- 
mach; from  hence  fyncope  and  death. — Here  is  an  inftance  in 
which  vomiting,  without  any  emetic,  forced  the  ftomach  out  of 
its  place,  and  proved  fatal  fuddenly. 
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young  plethoric  patients.  In  the  pallid, 
languid,  and  debilitated,  it  (hould  be  omitted. 

5.  Palpitations  of  the  heart,  a  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  acute  pains  in  the  chefl,  may 
fometimes  require  bleeding  :  but  the  milder 
remedies  ought  firfh  to  be  adminifl-ered  3  as 
volatile  liniments,  with  oleum  anifi^  or  oleum 
terebinthincB  cetheriale.  Similar  applications 
have  availed  in  flatulency,  when  rubbed  on 
the  abdomen. 

Internally,  likewife,  the  oleum  anifi  to  forty 
drops,"  with  tmSfura  rheiy  or  fuch  ftomachic 
laxatives,  have  fuccefsfuUy  expelled  wind, 
when  other  remedies  were  not  fufficiently 
warm  nor  Simulating  for  the  purpofe., 

6.  "Among  the  palliatives,  camphor,  vale- 
rian, oleum  animale,  and  caHor,  are  lefs  heat- 
ing than  the  fetid  gums.  In  fever  and  heat,  or 
inaplethora,  where  redparticles  of  bloodmuch 
abound,  the  former  are  preferable  to  the  latter. 

In  the  hylieric  fit  approaching  neareft  to 
the  apoplexy,  bleeding  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
in  all  patients,  except  the  old,  pallid,  dropfi- 
cal,  gouty,  and  extremely  debilitated. 

The  pulfe^  as  too  low^  weak^  and  almoft 
mperceptibkj  is  a  fallacious  guide  ;  the  lower 

Vol.  I  A  a  the 
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the  pulfe,  the  greater  neceffity  for  bleeding 
No  experienced  man  would  depend  on  thi 
pulfe,  but  be  governed  entirely  by  the  othe: 
evident  fymptoms.  The  low  and  nearly  im< 
pei  ceptible  pulfe  fliews  the  height  of  ohjhuc 
tion  in  the  heart,  vefTels  of  the  hrngs,  or 
comprejjion  of  the  cerebellum. 

Bleeding  in  the  occipital  or  jugular  veijiSy  o\ 
in  the  temporal  artery,  are  moft  eligible,  bea 
caufe  they  immediately  empty  the  blood  froi 
the  part  afie6led,  namely,  the  brain,  and  thj 
turgid  face,  and  fecures  the  patient,  above  ai 
other  means,  from  the  danger  and  fudden  fa 
tality  of  the  apoplexy.  Not  a  moment  fhoull 
be  loft  ;  for  lofs  of  time  in  bleeding  is  the  cei 
tain  lofs  of  life. 

Since  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation  of  till 
blood,  a  dangerous  prejudice  has  prevaild 
againft  local  or  eleSii've  bleedings. 

The  chief  argument  againft  local  bleedinJ 
is,  that  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour  or  two,  ll 
the  blood  be  taken  from  whatever  part  of  til 
body,  the  effect  will  be  the  fame,  as  thoud 
it  were  taken  from  the  vein  fituated  nearcft  tl| 
rifeafe:  but  many  difeafes,  according  to 
deafoning,  are  too  rapid  to  wait  an  hour 

tWfl 
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two  i  as  concujjiom^  or  comprejjioits  on  the 
hiid^m.fraBures  of  the  Ikull,  convulfions,  apo- 
plexy, epilepfy,  &c.  &c. 

The  reafonnig  againft  local  bleedings  ap- 
pears very  plaufible ;  and  it  may  be  true,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  two  hours  circulation,  the 
whole  habit  may  fenfibly  feel  the  lofs  of  one 
or  two  pounds  of  blood  taken  from  the  arm, 
or  any  other  part. 

ApopleBic  attacks,  however,  are  too  rude 
and  fiidden^  to  wait  an  hour  or  tijoo  for  this 
gradual  depletion.  The  blood  is  forced  from 
the  heart,  with  refiftlefs  violence,  to  the  head, 
through  the  carotids,  by  which  all  theveflels 
in  the  membranes  of  both  dura  and  pia  mater ^ 
and  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  brain,  are  tur- 
gid and  diftended  with  blood. 

If  the  veins  do  not  carry,  with  equal  cele- 
rity, the  blood  back,  thus  forced  into  the  ar- 
teries of  the  brain,  fome  of  the  fmall  capil- 
lary arteries  burit,  the  blood  pours  out,  and 
death  may  immicdiately  enfue. 

In  a  diforder  fo  fatally  rapid,  and  where 
death  is  produced  by  a  fudden  and  over-dif- 
tenfion  of  blood,  would  any  reafonable  per- 
fon  hefitate  at  ele6ling  the  n^ft  effeftual  and 

A  a  2  immediate 
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iumicdiate  remedy,  in  preference  to  that  which  I 
is  duhicus  and  f^ow  in  its  operation  ? 

The  rupture  of  the  over-charged  blood  vef 
fds  in  the  membranes  of  the  brain  is  to  bi 
apprehended,  and  death  is  the  confequencc 
the  emptying  thefe  vefTels  with  more  rapidit]' 
by  thetemporal  artery, thejugular,  or occipit 
veins,  is  the  moft  rational  cure.  The  praftio 
is  decided  and  it  has  often,  to  my  know, 
ledge,  preferved  life  in  numerous  cafes  of  th 
moil  dangerous  apoplexy:  at  all  hazard,  ii 
defperate  cafes,  blood  by- a  large  orifice  mui 
be  evacuated,  if  not  from  thofe  afore-m.en 
tioned  veflels,  by  the  veins  of  the  arms,  &( 

Let  it  be  acknbwledged,  that  bleeding  i 
the  arm  might  \n  an  hour  or  two,  or  foone 
empty  thefe  diftended  veffels  of  the  brain 
but  tlie  patient  is  oiltn  dead  'm  a  friv  minute, 
the  difeafc  does  not  wait  the  flow  progref 
nor  tardy  effefts  of  a  remote  bleeding.  Ri 
medies  Oiouid  ever  hold  pace  with  the  rap. 
dity  of  the  difeafe*. 

*  1  have  every  rcafon  to  declare,  that  by  urging  tl:e  nece 
of  an  immediaie  bleeding,  ^nd  breaking  through  medical 
in  confultation,  a  lady's  life  of  the  firft  rank,  was  faved  ;  \\  \\ 
might  have  been  loll,  had  the  phyficians,  with  my  ft  If,  retire 
another  room  to  confulr.    This  gave  great  offc-nce,  though 
exigency  of  the  cafe  required  the  proinp:etl  remedy. 
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To  illuftrate  this  fLibje£t  more  clearly;  let 
It  be  fuppofed  that  a  man  had  fallen  into  a 
large  refervoir  of  water,  and  was  in  imme- 
diate danger  of  being  fufFocated,  or  drowned. 

To  favc  life,  emptying  the  refrrvoir  was 
immediately  necefiary  :  but  for  this  purpofe 
two  methods  pr'efented  themfelves ;  the  one 
by  puUing  out  a  large  plug  from  the  refer- 
voir itfelfj  the  other,  by  running  a  mile  to 
turn  a  cock  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  long  commu- 
nicating tube.  In  the  former,  by  the  fudden 
difcharge  of  the  water,  death  is  prevented  ; 
in  the  latter,  by  delay  it  is  enevitable.  Which 
meafure  would  common  fenfe,  or  humanity, 
purfue,  under  fuch  a  circumflance  ofpreffing 
and  immediate  danger  ? 

The  communicating  fmall  tube  at  a  mile 
diftance  would  in  time  certainly  empty  the 
refervoir,  but  not  foon  enough  to  fave  a  hu- 
man life ;  nor  will  emptying  a  blood  veflel, 
remote  from  the  brain,  rationally  aiifwer  the 
alarming  and  rapid  exigency  of  an  apopledic 
cafe. 

A  much  fpeedier  method  prefents  itfelf. 
A  few  drops  of  blood  from  the  nofe  in  the 

phrcnith 
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fhrenitis  or  delirium,  has  inftantaneoufly  re- 
covered the  patient's  fenfes,  Vhen  cupping, 
bleeding,  or  leeches  have  proved  ineffec- 
tual.   Nature's  laws  fnould  be  imitated. 

A  prejudiced  and  unexampled  opinion, 
dangerous  error,  and  pertinacious  obflinacy, 
defend  bleeding  in  a  remote  vein,  or  even  fo- 
lemnly  forbid  the  operation  in  moft  apople6lic 
cafes ;  while  the  pra61:ice  of  bleeding  in  the 
temporal  artery,  the  jugular  ^  or  occipital  veins, 
has  anatomy,  phifiology,  pathology,  fuccefs- 
ful  experience,  and  common  fenfe  for  its 
fupport*. 

If  the  banks  of  a  river  were  overflowing, 
and  threatening  devalf  ation  to  the  neighbour- 
ing country,  would  a  prudent  man  lofe  time 
in  running  to  a  diftant  fluice  to  remove  the 
danger^  when  a  fluice  is  near,  capable  of  car- 
rying off  the  water  imm.ediately  ?  Or  would 
any  one  employ  a  fnail,  inftead  of  a  fleet 
horfe,  on  any  occafion  which  required  expe- 
dition? There  are  feveral  cafes  in  phyfic  that 

require 

*  Neither  the  temporal  artery,  nor  external  jogulars,  imme- 
diately communicate,  with  the  cerebrum  and  ccreheUitm,  buti 
thev  are  neareft,  anci  empty  immediately  the  diftended  veffcls  of: 
the  face,  eyes,  &c.  and  prevent  ftagnations  in  the  veins. 
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require  a  quick,  penetrating  difcernment,  and 
rapid  execution,  in  which  the  tardy  determi- 
nations, of  folemn  duhiefs,  or  flow  ftupidity, 
v/ouid  mod  afiuredly  fail. 

In  the  fanguineous  apoplexy,  daring  the 
firft  force  of  the  paroxyfm,  fudden  death  is 
to  be  apprehended;  there  is  no  other  alterna- 
tive, than  to  bleed  immediately;  Qiould  an 
efFufion  of  blood  in  the  brain  ever  happen, 
fleepy  fymptoms,  cold  fweats,  or  ftupor,  and 
death,  iucceed  j  the  phyfician  is  confcious  of 
having  performed  his  duty,  and  this  to  every 
feeling  mind  is  an  infinite  fatisfadion. 

The  principal  fymptoms  which  determine 
the  necefiity  of  bleeding  are  plethora,  a  tur- 
gency  of  the  vefTels  of  the  face;  tunica  con- 
juncliva  of  the  eyes;  inflation,  rednefs,  or 
lividnefs  of  the  face;  difficult  and  fiertorous 
refpiration;  floridity  and  diftention  of  the 
veffels  in  the  lips;  and  the  operation  fliould 
be  performed  promptly ;  for  the  blood  once 
coagulating  in  the  veins,  all  hopes  of  refloring 
life  are  at  an  end  *. 

There 

*  I  have  opened  feveral  apopleiJ^Ic  gafes  after  death,  and  al- 
ways found  efFufions  of  blood  in  different  parts  pf  the  brain,  or 
iti  ventriulcs,  &c. ;  and  thefe  appearances,  which  cannot  bedif- 

putcd. 
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There  are,  however,  two  diftinfl  fpecies 
of  apoplexy  to  be  accurately  diitingu idled  i] 

from  ;j 

puted,  determined  me  to  recommend  and  praftife  bleeding  in 
the  jugular,  &c. 

About  fixtcen  or  feventeen  years  ago,  I  was  c:i!ied  to  a  pcrfon 
who  appeared  dead  from  an  apoplcdic  flroke.  There  w  ere  two 
praditioners  in  the  furgery  line  before  1  arrived,  they  had  at- 
tempted bleeding  in  both  arms  wiihout  fuccefs,  and  confidered 
the  patient  as  dead  or  paft  all  hopes  of  recovery.  Perceiving  a 
lancet  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  furgeons,  I  fnatched  it,  and 
made  a  large  orifice  in  the  jugular  vein,  againft  the  united  voi-e 
and  clamour  of  the  relations,  who  fuppofed  their  friend's  throat 
cut;  blood  immediately  iffued  forth,  and  in  two  or  three  mi- 
nutes both  the  veins  in  the  arm  began  to  bleed.  During  the 
]ofs  of  two  or  three  pounds  of  blood,  the  patient  began  to  fneeze, 
and  faintly  breathe,  and,  in,  ftort,  foon  after  recovert5ii.  1  his 
gentleman  lodged  at  that  time  at  a  Mr.  Shield's,  Ihoemaker,  in 
the  middle  of  New  Street,  Covent  Garden ;  he  lived  many  years 
after,  and  perhaps  is  alive  at  this  time.  , 

Another  gentleman,  well  known  in  the  great  world,  had  frc- 
quent  apopledtic  attackf ;  the  blood  ufed  to  force  up  through  the 
carotids  wiih  an  amazing  pulfatory  violence ;  the  face  was  firft 
red,  then  blackifh.  I  happened  to  be  in  the  houfe  three  feveral 
times,  and  always  favcd  him  by  taking  away  an  immenfc  cjuan-  i 
tity  of  blood.  After  the  operation  he  dozed,  and  gradually  the 
next  day  recovered.  He  knew  very  little  of  his  dangerous  fitua- 
tion'.  [ 

h  fervant  who  had  lived  formerly  with  this  very  gentleman, 

and  lived  with  Lady  W — ,  near  my  houfe,  when  I  lived  in  Har-  i 

ley  Street,  had  an  apcpleflic  attack,  and  appeared  dead.    I  di-  ' 

refled  Mr.  Humpnge  to  bleed  profufely,  which  rcftorcd  the  man  ! 

immediaiely.  j 
Profufe  purging,  antimonial  diaphoretics,  volaiiles,  finapifms,  i 

and  blirtersj.are  likewi^? nedelTary, 
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from  the  natural  conflitutlon,  or  patient's 
health. 

The  ■  fangtiineotis,  happening  to  the  more 
florid,  robuft,  plethoric,  and  corpulent  j  the 
oihcr,.  tht  piiiiiioiiSy  is  common  to  the  pale, 
gouty, .  and  .exhaufted.  The  prognoilics  of 
both  are  nearly  the  fame  as  to  danger,  but  the 
treatment  Pnould  be  different ;  for  the  former 
requires  a  profufe,  the.  latter  a  frhaller  vene- 
feclion.  Thefe  methods  of  cure  fhould  be 
adapted  more  to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe,  ha- 
bits, ways  of  Jife,  and  peculiar  individual 
circumftances  of  the  patient,  than  to  thofe 
fallacious  guides,  general  fymptoms;  .which- 
conflitute,  indeed,  the  definition  or  charac- 
ter of  a  difeafe,  but  rarely  point  out  the  va- 
rious individual^  or  beft  curative  intentions. 

Before  phyficians  prcfcribe  for  nervous, 
hyfterical  patients,  the  length  of  time  the 
diforder  has  ravaged  in  the  conflitution  ll:iould 
be  confideredj  the  methods  of  cure  already 
adopted,  and  their  effects :  it  is  abfurd  to  re- 
peat what  has  already  failed. 

a.  In  recent  and  accidental  attacks,  when 
there  be  no  reafon  to  conclude  the  vifcera  in 

a  dif- 
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a  difeafed  ftate,  light  ftomachic  laxatives  and 
antifpafmodics  will  often  fucceed. 

b.  When  the  nervous  affection  has  been  of 
longer  duration,  or  when  it  is  more  owing  to 
deUcacy  of  body,  and  exquifite  fenfibiJiiy  of 
mind,  than  to  any  accidental  caufes,  the  an- 
tifpafmodics will  not  only  be  necefiary,  but 
tonics,  or  ftrengthening  medicines ;  fuch  as 
bark,  fteel,  vitriolic  preparations,  abHinence 
from  watery  diet,  as  tea,  &c..  and  an  indul- 
gence, according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fto- 
mach,  in  the  moft  nutritious  animal  food. 

c.  When  the  nervous  diforder  has  conti- 
nued many  months  or  years,  and  it  may  be 
juftly  concluded,  that  neither  antifpafmodics 
nor  corroboratives  will  prove  ferviceable,  ow- 
ing to  the  vifcera  being  too  deeply  difeafed  j 
then  a  long  courfe  of  mild  alteratives  fhould 
be  inftituted,  and  long  continued  ;  while  the 
moft  urgent  fymptoms  fhould  be  alleviated 
with  palliating  antifpafmodics. 

There  are  few  nervous  cafes,  unlefs  the 
vifcera  be  very  tmfoimd,  that  will  not  yield  to 
one  of  the  antecedent  modes  of  treatment ; 
this,  abundance,  of  practical  experience  has 
amply  proved. 

The 
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The  alteratives  which  have  moil  facceeded 
are  from  No.  51  to  59  of  the  prefcriptions, 
and  Ukewife  the  followhig : 

No,  74.  R.  Sulph.  auraf.  ant.  5ij. 

Merc.  dulc.  fexies  fub.  ppt,  &•  lot.  5j.  tere  fimul  ia 
mortario  vicreo  per  viij.  horas.  f.  pulvis. 

R.  Hnjus  pulver.  9j. 

Cpnf.  rofar.  q.  s.  f.  pilulae  No.  xx.  quarum  fumat 
unam  mane  &  node,  fuperbibendo  coch.  ij.  mif- 
turae  fequentis. 
No.  75.  R.  Tart,  antimonial.  g'r.  j.  folve  in 
Aq.  pur.  Bj- 
R,  Hujus  folutionis  ^fs. 
Julep,  e  camph.  ^vifs. 
Tinft.  vakrian.  sj.  M. 

Or, 

No.  76.  R.  Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  5vj. 

Pulv.  e  tragacanth.  comp.  5'j'  M.  f,  pulvis  dii  iden- 
dus  in  XX.  dofes,  qua i urn  .capiat  unam  ter  de  die 
in  coch.  ij.  julep,  e  camphora. 

Or, 

No.  77.R.  jEthiop.  min.  5ij.  fyr.  balfam.  q.  s.  f.  pilulac 
No.  XXIV.  quarum  fumat  iv.  bis  vel  ter  de  die,  fu- 
perbibendo coch.  ij.  mifturae,  No.  62. 

Many  other  prefcriptions  may  be  invented, 
as  caufe-removing  remedies. 

Cojlivenefs,  during  the  adminiftration  of 
thefe,  and  ail  other  remedies,  fliould  be  pre- 
vented. 
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vented,  not  by  falts,  but  ftomachic  lajra- 
tivcsi*  the  alteratives  require  to  be  continued 
many  months,  nay,  fometimes  years,  before 
a  radical  cure  can  be  efFecled-f. 

7.  There  is  nothing  more  erroneous  than 
the  aflertion,  that  mental  perturbation  cannot 
be  relieved  by  the  art  of  medicine.  A  num- 
ber of  difeafes,  not  perfe6lly  curable,  can  be 
mitigated;  the  art  extends  no  farther:  but  to 
deny  relief,  becaufe  we  cannot  efFeft  a  radical 
cure/'is  inhuman.  Mental  afFe6lions  are  of- 
ten relieved  by  a  companionate  and  fmcere 
fympathy  in  affliction,  by  fetid,'  antifpafm.o- 
dic  remedies,  air,  ejcercife,  and  diverting  the 
mind  from  the  deprefTing  objects.    It  is  the 

office 

*  Some  phyficians,  even  of  eminence,  prefcribe/aZ/j,  as  though 
we  had  no  other  laxative.  Salts  are  more  proper  for  the  athletic, 
robud,  and  florid,  and  in  inflammatory  fevers,  than  for  pale, 
nervous  and  relaxed  patients. 

+  One  very  remarkable  cafe  of  a  lady,  a  patient  of  Mr,  Ho- 
garth's, Swallcvp  Street,  who  had  laboured  under  all  tlie  mifera- 
ble' nervous  fymptoms  ever  experienced,  fur  above  fifteen  years, 
and  who  had  travelled  all  over  Europe  to  obtain  advice  of  the 
firft  phyficiaris,  and  who  went  to  moft  of  the  water-drinking 
places ;  but  all  without  any  good  eiTed.  1  being  confultcd,  coi\. 
eluded  the  failure  to  he  owing  to  difeafed  vifcera,  and  immedi- 
ately purfued  an  -alterative  courfe,  which  was  continued  fevorul 
years.  The  lady  obtained  to  moft  perfccl  h.alth,  which  at  prc- 
fent  file  happily  enjoys. 
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office  of  medicine  to  unite  thefe  ende;:vours, 
and  all  others,  that  can  rationally  aleviate ' 
human  mifery,  even  where  no  pofitive  cure 
may  be  expe6Led. 

8.  Air,  exercife  on  foot  and  horfeback,  or 
in  a  coach,  according  to  circumftances  and 
feafons,  amufements  and  diverfions,  greatly 
contribute  to  affiil  the  operation  of  medicine, 
and  fhould  never  in  nervous  hyfteric  difeafes 
be  omitted. 

9.  All  diflr,effing  objects,  all  melancholy 
flories,  fhould  be  concealed  from  the  nervous 
and  fufceptible:  their  tender  frame  is  agitated 
by  the  mereft  trifles  from  fympathy.  The  ef- 
fe6ls  of  fympathy  are  aftonifhing.  The  mod 
amiable  and  philanthropic  minds,  fhocking  to 
reflect  !  are  moft  punifhed  through  life  j 
while  the  unfeeling  and  worthlefs  fcarcely 
ever  experience  fympathetic  concern.  A 
great  part  of  the  miferies  of  the  nervous  are 
certainly  imaginary  3  prefent  forrow,  future 
apprehenfions,  occupy  the  mind  with  an  un- 
controlled fway.  The  diforder  to  the  af- 
flifted  is  as  real  as  any  other  the  human  body 
is  fubjeil  to,  and  equally  micrits  a  fedulous 
attention,  and  humane  compafTion. 

A  re^ 
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A  recent  inflrince  of  the  effects  of  fympa- 
thy  has  appeared  in  the  public  prints  j  which 
fhews  the  furprifing  power  of  invagination 
from  fudden  horror,  in  producing  convulfive,  ~ 
or  epileptic  fits,  and  their  eafy  communica- 
tion from  one  female  to  another,  fimilar  to 
thofe  already  mentioned*. 

It 

*  There  is  no  occafion  ro  credit  myfterious  and  concealeil,  or 
falfe  caufes',  promulgated  by  knaves  and  jugglers ;  for  every  expe- 
rienced praftitioner  in  medicine  muft  tiavefeen  numerous  inftances 
an  families,  where  the  lady's  hyfteric  complaints  have  been  com- 
municated, or  transferred  ro  a  female  attcxidant ;  this  again  has 
communicated  the  fainiings,  firs,  &c.  to  other  females  in  the 
kirchen,  who  have  been  lufceptible,  timid,  and  compaflionate. 
Such  attacks  originate  in  the  mind  being  afFefted  with  terror, 
furprife,  or  fome  frightful  impreflion,  and,  the  fits  often  continue 
throut^'U life;  which  by  every  day's pradlice  in  this  great  town  is 
fully  proved,  without  pretended  »7cj-w//f  powers,  &c.    How  are 
magnetic  cfFe6ls  produced?  People  are  agitated,  walk,  and  prophefy 
in  their  flecp ;  give  divine  anfwers  to  earthly  queftions,  fall  into 
ftrong  convulfions,  foam  at  the  mouth.    I  anfwer;  by  ignorance 
and  credulity  people  perfuade  themfclvesofany  impoflibnity  :  in 
all  ages  it  has  been  the  fame,  from  times  moft  ancient.  Luciatt 
had  his  falfe  prophet,  who  deluded  the  Emperor  and  all  Rome. 
Bruflels  boafts  of  the  man  who  brought  all  the  world  together  to 
fee  him  walk,  in  imitation  of  Our  Saviour,  on  the  water.  The 
bottle  conjuror,  the  Cock- lane  ghod,  the  oyfter  which  'walked 
when  ajlcep,  are  all  recent  in  every  one's  memory.  Learning 
and  good  fenfe  condemned  thefc  follies  with  reafon  and  ridicule  : 
but  credulity  and  ignorance  bore  down,  like  a  torrent,  every  fo- 
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It  appears,  the  fame  efFe6ls  have  been  pro- 
duced in  different  countries:  amongft  the 

volatile 

bcr  n  fleaion  before  them.  Wlnle  the  rage  and  folly  Luted, 
mankind  were  deaf  to  the  voice  of  rruih  ;  and  nothing  but  the  ex- 
perience of  being  ihped,  which  few  like  to  acknowledge,  brought 
them  to  their  fober  fenfes  again  ;  then  the  myfterious  drop,  and 
the  impoftors  are  difpifed,  until  fome  new  impofition  appears. 

Hoffman  and  the  German  writers  have  faith  in  perfons  being 
poffcffed  by  the  devil,  and  have  written  grave,  medical  treatifes 
on  the  fubjeft.  The  power  of  witchcraft  is  chafed  away  from 
this  and  other  countries  by, the  lights  of  philofophy,  very  lately. 
The  fupcrftitions  of  ghofts,  apparitions,  hobgoblins,  and  departed 
fpirits  re-appearing,  ftill  are  believed  by  vulgar  minds.  Ridi- 
cula  fijperfiitio  ! 

ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Prffotit  Laiicojhire,  March  8,  1787. 

"  The  manufadurers  employed  by  Meflrs.  Eedders  and  Emett, 
in  their  fpinning  works,  at  Hoddcr-bridge,  near  this  town,  were  > 
lately  much  alarmed  by  an  uncommon  dillemper  breaking  out 
and  fpreading  amongft  them  with' great  rapi4it3'. 

"  Upon  Wednefday,  February  the  14th,  a  healthy  young  wo- 
man dropped  down  fuddcnly  in  ftrong  convulfions,  and  remained 
in  ihat  fiiuation  near  twenty-four  hours,  with  only  a  few  flight 
intervals  of  about  ten  minutes  each.  After  this  time  the  con- 
vulfions  returned  fur  feveral  days,  in  fits  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  of  four  hours  continuahce,  but  with  much  longer  intervals. 
Upon  the  Friday  following,  another  perfon  who  had  worked 
with  this  woman,  was  alfo  affedled  in  the  fame  manner  ;  tapon  Sa- 
turday, eight  mure;  upon  Sunday,  'kx;  and  upon  Monday, 
four. 

The 
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volatile  and  chearful  French;  amongft  the 
cold;  phlegmatic  Dutch,  who  are  furrounded 

with 

The  patients  had  little  rr  no  warning  of  the  approach  of 
the  fits,  but'fell  down  fpeechlefs,  and  remained  perfectly  delirious 
during  their  continuance,  with  the>hoi'y  bent  backwards,  and  fa 
powerfully  convulfed,  that  five  or  fix  people  were  fcarccly  fufil- 
cient  to  prevent  a  young  girl  from  biting  or 'tearing  herfelf,  or 
daftiing  her  head  againft  the  walls  or  floor.  Upon  Sundav,  the 
terrors  of  thefe  people,' and  all  around  them,  were  increafed  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  by  the  fpreading  of  the  complaint;  and  ftiil 
more,  by  the  inefEcacy  of  Jill  the  ..cans  yet  tried  for  their  re- 
covery, and  the  dreadful  idea„'  >a  'i'  afe  was  the  plague, 
or  feme  fimilar  infeflion  introduced  ^t. 

"  A  phyfician  of  this  place  being  con,  difcove red  that 
thedifeafe  was  entirely  nervous  ;  that  the  perfon  firft  affeftcd  had 
been  thrown  into  that  fituation  by  the  wanton  application  of  a 
living  moufe  to  her  cheek,  an  animal  which  had  always  excited 
in  her  a  kin'd  of  horror;  and  that  the  reft,  who  were  chiefly  youn:^ 
women,  had  been  affcfled'  mer.:^by  a  kind  of  fympathetic  con- 
tagion. The  application  of  elcftricity,  of  nervous  medicines,  but, 
above  all,  the  fejiaratkn  of  the^acients,  and  the  quieting  of  their 
apprchenfions,  by  affiirances  of  fpeedy  recovery,  foon  put  a  ftop 
,  to  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder,'  and  efieifted  a  cure  :  infomuch, , 
that  they  are  all  at  work  again,  and  have  had  no  return  of  the* 
complaint  fince."  > 

The  above  is  a  ilriking  inftance  of  the  powerful  influence  of^ 
fear,  and  other  palfions  of  the  mind  upon  the  body,  weli  known, 
indeed,  to  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  but  fcareely  credible  to  thofc 
who  have  not  had  opportunities  of  obfcrving  their  efEfts. 

Such  hiftories  fliould  guard  mankind  from  fu.Tcring  children, 
but  girls  in  particular,  from  the  fight  of  all  objcdls  that  can  pro- 
duce fuch  cffeds ;  fcr  epileptic  fits,  and  even  lofs  of  fenfes,  have 

bee 
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with  large  fwamps,  canals,  and  the  ftupj- 
fying  fumes  of  tobacco  j  amongft  the  Eng- 
lifh,  likewife,  the  fame  phenomena  have  ap- 
peared. The  fudden  force  of  imagination  at 
terrible  fights,  then,  of  perfons  apparently 

dead, 

been  the  confequence  for  life.  One  of  the  7negnetic  amu/ers 
has  perfuaded  a  credulous,  nervous  young  man,  that  he  can 
by  magnetifm  render  his  hand  as  tranfparent  as  glafs,  and 
no  arguments  can  operate  fo  as  to  make  him  believe  the 
contrary. 

"  Fools  are  the  game  which  knaves  purfue.'*    Any  impudent 
pretender,  who  can  bring  his  mind  to  aft  an  infamous  part,  has 
only  to  be  determined  to  conclude  all  mankind  fools :  let  a 
bait  be  hung  out,  the  more  improbable  the  better,  and  folly 
will  always  enlift  under  his  ftandard.    A  man  who  was  groom 
to  a  riding-mafter  in  this  town,  turned  urine  doflor,  and 
has  fucceeded  to  admiration,  by  having  an  artificial  uoorm 
put  into  a  bottle  of  fpirts,  by  which  flood  a  miferable-look- 
ing  meagre  Frenchman,  pretending  that  the  Doftor  had  brought 
the  worm  away  from  him.    This  was  fcarcely  ever  fufpefted, 
till  the  Doctor  and  Worm  manufaSiirer  quarrelled,  and  then  the 
roguery  was  expofed.    Thoufands  of  thefe  deceptions  have 
ever  been  praftifed;  and  they  muft  ever  fuCcced   in  large 
cities,  where  frefh  fools  always  arrive.    People  do  not  know, 
that  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  often  fo  vtciikened  by  the 
difeafes  of  the  body,  that  men  appear,  to  penetrating  obfefvers, 
quite  differf;nt  perfons  in  health,  as  when  under  difeafe,  Hope 
and  fear  are  the  grand  movers  of  the .  human  mind ;  de- 
ceivers ftudy  how  to  apply  properly  to  them  both ;  and  they 
fucceed. 

Vol.  I,  B  b 
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dead,  in  fits,  or  convulfed,  have  produced 
fimilar  cfFeds,  which  naturally  arofe  from 
timidity,  have  been  infamoufly  by  the  mag- 
netic impoftors  called  les  crifes and  they 
have  impudently  afferted,  in  France  and 
clfewhere,  that  feme  unperceived,  undifcoverd 
magnetic  jiuid  produced  thefe  ftrong  fymp- 
toms ;  whereas  they  arofe  from  weak,  cre- 
dulous minds,'  abounding  in  fear,  and  put  in 
adlion  by  fudden  furprife,  or  tedious,  pre- 
alarmed  expedation. 

On  fever al  nervous  Symptoms, 

Nervous  people  are,  by  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  fickle,  giddy,  inconftant,  diffident,  and 
impatient,  and  often  become  their  own  ene- 
mies, by  flying  from  fkill  and  fincerity  to  any 
ignorant  pretender  of  medicine.    They  often 
^attribute  their  miferable  fymptoms  to  the*  re- 
medies given.    They  fliould  be  told  the  dif- 
ficulty of  curing  their  difeafe,  and  the  neceffity 
of  a  fieady  adherence  to  what  is  prefcribed;  for 
they  often  do  irreparable  evil  by  changing 
their  phyficians.    If  in  any  part  of  medicine 
the  proverb  of  **  fine  fide  nulla  falus^^*  can  he 

applied  y 
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applied,  it  is  to  the  nervous.  Where  there  is 
no  faith,  there  is  no  cure. 

The  innumerable  fymptoms  affliding  the 
nervous  and  hyfteric  patients  arife  chiefly 
from  fympathy.  The  nervous  confent  of 
parts  is  truly  wonderful,  and  extremely  cu- 
rious; but  can  be  demonftrated  by  diffe^t- 
ing  for  the  nerves,  and  particularly  the  par 
•vagum  and  intercoftal,  their  ganglions  and 
connedlions.  Thofe  who  aflert  medicine  is 
in  the  dark  with  regard  to  nervous  difeafes, 
are  deceived,  and  betray  an  inexcufable  ig- 
norance of  the  extent  of  the  art :  they  are 
cafily  accounted  for,  though  their  cure  may 
prove  difficult.  There  is  through  the  whole 
human  frame  a  furprifing  nervous  confent 
and  fympathy.  Scratches  in  the  feet,  hahds^ 
or  wrifls,  I  have  feen  produce,  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  that  horrid,  fatal  diforder,  the  locked 
jaw.  Hippocrates  faid  very  juftly  of  the 
human  body,  that  there  was  one  conflux ^ 
*'  one  confpiration^  and,  that  all  the  parts 
**  confented." 

Galen  fiippofed  all  hyfteric  complaints  to 
arife  from  a  retention  of  the  femen  ;  he  inge- 
nioufly  and  plaufibly  accounts  for  fympathy 

B  b  2  by 
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I 

by  the  property  of  the  magnet  attradmg  ifon^ 
though  they  be  not  in  immediate  contad. 

The  medical  philofophy  of  the  ancients 
was,  in  general,  affertions  without  proofs; 
ingenious  reafonings  without  demonftrations, 
or  conclufive  experiments.  I,  who  have 
waded  through  their  malTy  volumes  with  un- 
remitting ardor  many  years,  am  thorougly 
convinced,  if  the  major  part  of  the  anci- 
ents were  deftroyed,  nothing  would  be  loft 
to  the  republic  of  letters.  An  inquiry  into 
the  ancients,  and  the  progrefs  of  fcience, 
are  curious  j  but  the  important  difcoveries 
and  ocular  demonflrations  of  the  moderns 
are  infinitely  more  ufeful*.  Neither  much 
reading,  claffical  learning,  nor  meditation, 
form  the  complete  prad:ical  phyfician,  v/ith-- 
out  a  happy  genius  to  diredl  judicioufly 
the  application  of  medicines  from  vegetables, 
minerals,  chemicals,  and  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
non-naturals. 

The 

*  Whoever  wilhes  to  fee  a  full  account  of  ancient  medical 
learning  may  confult  my  Hijioria  and  Schola  Medicintc,  ia 
which  the  whole  is  arranged  in  fo  concife  a  manner,  as  to  be  com- 
prehended with  very  little  labor. 
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The  hyfteric  fymptoms  may  be  arranged 
under  the  clafles  of  natural^  vitaly  and  animal 
funBionSy  their  feveral  caufes,  and  general 
remedies* 

A  dry  Skin. 

If  arifing  from  debility  in  the  minute  arte- 
rial fyftem,  it  is  beft  removed  by  tonics; 
if  from  obftrudled  pores,  by  the  retention 
of  the  perfpirable  matter,  by  antimonial, 
and  other  diaphoretics,  tepid  water  or  dry 
vapor  baths  J  if  from  the  lofs  of  the  con- 
tractile arterial  powers,  fimilar  to  palfy,  by 
volatiles,  Simulating  liniments,  blifters,  and 
frid:ions  j  which  laft  remedy  is  very  ufeful  in 
all  cafes  of  impeded  perfpiration.  The  pores 
of  the  fkin  are  fo  minute,  that  a  grain  of/and^ 
according  to  Leiiwenhoek's  calculation,  will 
cover  125,000  of  the  perfpiring  pores.  Ac- 
cording to  Sandlorius,  out  of  ei^ht  pounds 
of  food.  Jive  pafs  off  by  perfpiration :  this, 
however,  is  very  difficult  ,  to  afcertain,  as 
it  varies  in  all  people,  and  in  all  climates  *, 

If 

*  Gorter,  in  Holland,  makes  forty- fix  to  fifty-fix  ounces; 
Keill,  in  England,  between  thirty-one  and  forty-two  ounces, 
which  pafs  off  daily. 
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If  a  dry  flcin  fliould  arifc  from  profafc 
evacuations  of  urine,  alvine  feces,  or  the 
menfcs,  thefe  require  checking  by  vitriolic 
acids,  aftringents,  or  tonics. 

Profufe  Sweatings  or  increafed  Perjplration, 

Profufe  fweating  is  commonly  a  fign  of 
great  debility.  It  is  attendant  on  confump- 
tive  difeafes  and  he(flic  fevers  j  therefore,  un- 
lefs  the  caufe  can  be  removed,  which  is  fre- 
quently impofTible,  the  increafed  and  weaken- 
ing perfpirations  cannot  be  checked  with- 
out danger  of  purgings,  increafed  fever, 
or  difficult  breathing. 

When  acrimony  in  the  perfpirable  matter 
is  the  caufe,  cinnabarine  alteratives  and  cor- 
re£tors  of  the  prevailing  acrimony,  andinfpif- 
fating  the  blood,  are  ufeful. 

If  from  laxity  of  the  pores,  and  too  large 
a  portion  of  ferum,  corroborants,  abftinence 
from  weak  liquids,  and  preparations  which 
ftrengthen  the  relaxed  fibres,  are  neceffary, 
bark,  fleel,  vitriolic  preparations,  &c. 

By  proper  evacuants  of  urine  and  the 
feces. 

I  Cool 
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Cool  dry  air,  cremor  tartar,  moderate  ex- 
crcife,  but,  above  all,  an  extremely  rigid  ab- 
ftinence  from  liquids  of  all  forts,  will  moft 
avail. 

f'Fi'nd,  or  Flatulency  in  the  Stomach, 

There  is  always  a  quantity  of  air  in  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines  j  but  it  may  colledl 
fometimes  in  o?te  party  fometimes  in  another^ 
and  caufe  a  painful  over-diftenfion ;  this 
fuperabundance  fixing  in  any  part,  or  in  the 
flomach  particularly,  caufes  what  is  called  op_ 
preffion  with  wind. 

The  ftomach  often  attempts  to  force  it  up 
or  downwards ;  but  the  termination  of  the 
oefophagus,  or  gullet,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
pylorus,  being  contradied,  wind  is  retained 
there  fome  time,  occafioning  painful  hic- 
cups, ficknefs,  tremors,  and  convulfions. 

It  is  impoffible  to  determine  how  far  the 
ftomach  may  be  diftended  by  the  elafkicity  of 
the  air.  It  is  known,  that  what  was  detained 
in  a  cubical  inch,  may  expand  fo  as  to  fill  a 
fpace  of  146  inches*. 

Atmof- 

*  Hnles. 
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Atmofpheric  air  has  been  reduced  into  1838 
times  lefs  fpace  than  it  before  poffeffed  j  and 
it  has  been  rarefied  and  fwelled,  fo  as  to  fill 
a  fpace  4000  times  greater*. 

Air  may  be  deprived  of  its  elafticity  by  the 
burning  of  brimftone,  as  is  known  in  vinous 
fermentations. 

Muffchenbroek  obferved,  that  a  particle 
of .  air  in  boiling  water  expanded  itfelf  to 
46,656,000,000  greater  than  it  appeared 
before. 

Without  adverting  to  calculations,  I  have 
made  experiments  upon  all  forts  of  vegetables, 
and  find  that  leguminous  foods,  as  beans, 
peafe,&c.  fend  forth  thegreatefi:  quantites  of 
air  in  digefi:ion  j  boiled  vegetables,  fruits,  and 
fallads,  lefs  ;  animal  foods,  unlefs  in  a  ftate 
of  putrefaction,  theleaft  of  all. 

It  is  almoft  certain,  that  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  air  paffes  through  the  minute 
veins  of  the  fiomach  and  intcftines  ;  for  there 
is  always  a  great  quantity  tranfpiring  through 
the  fkin,  and  air  is  mixed  with  all  the  human 
fluids  and  folids,  and  particularly  refides  in 
the  cellular  ftrudlure. 

■  The 

*  Muffchenbroek. 
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The  air  being  detained  in  the  ftomach  or 
inteftines,  either  by  the  impervioiifnefs  of 
the  minute  imperceptible  veffels,  or  by  the 
debihty  of  the  flomach  and  inteftinal  canal, 
are  the  probable  general  caiifes  of  all  the 
difmal  and  painful  fenfations  arifing  from 
wind  *. 

As  leguminous  food,  fruits,  and  vegetables, 
are  productive  of  flatulency,  they  fhould  be 
avoided  by  weak,  nervous  patients,  and  ani- 
mal foods  fhould  be  preferred. 

Stimulating  cordials  and  carminatives  pal- 
liate the  fymptoms  ariling  from  wind,  as  fpi- 
rits,  ginger,  caraway  feeds,  anifeeds,  co77fe6iio 
cardiaca^  cinnamon  water,  &c.  ;  but  medical 
intentions  are  beft  anfwered  by  forcing  the 
flatus  downwards,  by  carminatives,  and  laxa- 
.  tives  of  the  bitter  ftomachic  kind. 

Aloetics  and  foap,  ginger  and  rhubarb, 
before  rneals,  or  fuch  remedies  j  or  lac  ful- 
•  phur,  magnefia,  and  ginger,  are  proper,  and 
prevent  coftivcnefs. 

To 


*  Deftruflo  inteftinorum  tono,  alvina  cvacuatio  refte  fe 
non  habet  &  flatulentis  &  fpaOni  multas  mokftias  creant. — 
Hoffman, 
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To  corred  and  counterad:  the  air  itfelf, 
lime  water  and  abforbents  often  fucceed ;  but 
nothing  anfwers  the  purpofe  fo  well  as 
drinking  not  above  a  fmall  difh  of  tea  or 
coffee  in  the  morning  and  evening,  avoiding 
all  vegetables,  and  living  chiefly  on  animal 
diet,  and  well  fermented  bread 

Hiccups, 

^ 

Hiccups  ftiay  happen  without  any  ill-con- 
fequence  from  a  full  ftomach,  and  it  is  cured 

by 

*  See  my  treatife  on  diet,  and  the  efFefts  of  different 
foods,  &LC. 

Anatomical  diJJeSlions  after  death  in  flatulency. 

The  ftomach  has  been  found  highly  inflamed,  has  burft  in 
fome  inftances,  and  immediately  proved  fatal. 

Inteftina,  flatibus  diftenta  callo  ardtata,  verminofa,  tumoribus 
multis  obduda.  Stupendas  dilatationes  cocci  &  coli.  Vermes, 
flatus  in  abdominis  cavo,  aeris  maffa  a  peritonaeo  cohibita, 
inculpatis  inteftinis. 

Hepar  fcirrhofura,  putridum,  contraftum,  induratum  cum 
cyftide  fellea  atrabile  ad  crepaturam  turgente. 

Lien  ampliffimus,  nunc  valde  exiguus. 

Epiploon  quibufdam  inflammatum,  vel  putredinc  abfuin- 
tum. 

Pancreas  fcirrhofum,  tabidum,  putridum. 
Menfenterium  infarftum. 

In  abdomine  coUuvies  ferofa,  parea  tamcn  copia  ftagnans. 
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by  furprife,  a  draught  of  cold  water,  vinegar, 
or  a  little  fpirits ;  which  remedies,  likewife, 
remove  the  diforder  when  arifing  from  fmall 
particles  of  food  fticking  to  the  cefopha- 
gus,  &c. 

HiccupSy  though  in  health  they  often  hap- 
pen without  difeafe,  yet  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
.  putrid  and  other  fevers,  diarrhoea,  and  dyfen- 
tery,  they  are  accounted  a  fatal  fymptom. 

Singultus  or  hiccups  depend  principally  on 
the  diaphragm,  which  by  an  irritation  of  the 
cefophagus,  or  diftenfion  of  the  fliomach,  &c. 
by  confent  of  parts,  afcends  and  defcends  in 
a  convulfive  manner,  and  not  according  to 
regular  infpiration  and  expiration  ^. 

If 

*  The  fingultus  or  hiccups  are  accidental  or  chronical,  and 
may  arife  from  a  variety  of  caufes,  as  fuppreffions  of  common 
evacuations,  gout,  /alurra  in  the  ftomach,  •worms,  -violent  emC' 
tics,  or  cathartics,  pcifons,  a  prolapfus  of  the  cartilago  xiphoideat 
luxation  of  frafture  of  the  ribs,  or  by  any  tumors  prelfing  or  im- 
peding the  diaphragm  in  its  aflion.  Internally  it  may  arife  from 
inflammation  of  any  of  the  vifcera,  ileus,  cholera,  dyfenteiy, 
hasmorrhages,  &c. 

Anatomical  DiJfeSlions  after  Death. 

Inveniuntur  innumera;  pclloris  Isefioncs,  puhmnes  inflammati, 
purulent!.     Stcmackus  bile  vel  fabuxra  fcatens,  gangrenofus, 

,  fcirrhofus. 
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If  hiccups  arife  from  the  flatulent  ftomach 
during  digeftion,  they  fhould  be  treated  as 
flatulency,  by  carminatives,  and  dired:ing 
the  flatus  downwards,  and  removing  the  anti- 
periflaltic  motion  of  the  intefl:ines,  which  of- 
ten force  up  the  wind. 

The  inflated  ftomach  adting  on  the  dia- 
phragm from  difl:enfion,  clofes  the  tube  to- 
wards the  oefophagusj  this  contraction  re- 
fiRs  the  air  which  the  fliomach  attempts  to 
expel. 

Afafcetida,  camphor,  valerian,  ginger,  and 
antifpafmodics,  volatile  alkalies,  &c.  are  ex- 
cellent palliatives,  and  often  remove  the  com- 
plaint, efpecially  if  joined  with  carmina- 
tives.   Calcined  magnejia  is  ufeful. 

StnBure  in  the  cejophagus. 
The  wind  forced  from  the  flomachs  of  ner- 
vous patients  fometimes  remains  in  the  cefo- 

phagus 

fcirrliofus,  inflammatus  ultra  modiim  dilatatus ;  cujus  vervi  non- 
nunquam  a  tumore  in  vicinis  partibus  premuntur :  a  fede  depul- 
fus. 

Hefar  ampliffimum,  inflammatum,  aeque  ac  alia  inteftina,  re- 
nes,  vefica,  aliave  abdominis  vifcera. 

Omentum  fcirrhofum,  craflum,  ventriculum  deorfum,  traliens 
peritonaso  agglutinatum. 

Paffim  annotanturj  putrcdincs,  gangrenae,  &c. 
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fhagus  or  throat,  and  threatens  fufFocation, 
by  comprefling  on  the  windpipe,  and  large 
veins,  returning  blood  from  the  head.  This 
is  relieved  by  antifpafmodics,  fpirit  of  laven- 
der, and  fpiritus  volatilis  foetidus,  drank  in 
ginger  tea,  calcined  magnefia,  &c. 

An  oily  niixture,  in  which  the  water  is 
united  to  the  oil  by  fpt.  c.  c,  will  often  re- 
move the  fl:ri(5ture,  when  other  remedies 
fail. 

If  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing  j^rife  from 
inflammations,  fpafms,  or  tumors  about  the 
fauces,  cefophagus,  or  neighbouring  parts,  or 
ulcers,  the  primary  caufes  muft  be  removed.  - 
The  fame  is  to  be  obferved,  if  by  confent  of 
parts  it  fliould  happen,  as  inflammation  of 
the  diaphragm,  flomach,  inteflines,  liver,  or 
other  vifcera,  the  flomach  has  been  forced 
from  its  feat  by  relaxation  of  its  connecting 
parts,  or  by  an  overweight  of  fat. 

T^he  Cardialgidy  or  Heartburn. 

Is  a  hot,  pungent  pain  in  the  ftomach, 
caufed  by  fome  acrimony  irritating  its  nerves  ; 

or 
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or  it  originates  from  other  vifceral  difeajfeS, 
by  confent  of  parts. 

If  acidity  in  the  ftomach  be  the  caufe, 
"Which  is  known  by  acid,  fharp  erudations, 
abforbents  are  ufeful,  as  chalk,  prepared  oyf- 
ter  fhells,  Sec.  magnefia,  and  lac  fulphuris  ; 
or  any  of  the  volatile  alkaline  fpirits,  as  fpi- 
ritus  falls  ammoniaci  volatilis ;  the  fal  fodae  ; 
or  fal  lixivium  tartari,  to  ten  drops,  with 
bitter  flomachics,  lime  water,  &c.  Thefe 
tieutralife  acidity.  Rhubarb  and  ginger  arc 
proper  before  meals. 

The  limatura  martis  prceparata  is  likewife 
excellent,  efpecially  when  debility  and  pal- 
lor accompany  thefe  fy mp torn s. 

In  the  acid  cardialgia,  milk  and  fvveetened. 
food  increafe  the  violence  of  the  pain;  for 
milk  coagulates  by  the  contact  of  the  acid  in 
the  ftomach ;  and  all  fweets  are  converted  in- 
to a  fliarp  acid  humor,  when  acidities  abound. 

Cinnabarine  preparations,  with  magnefia, 
are  fome times  ufeful. 

A  rancid  acri7nony  is  likewife  amongft  the 
caufes  of  the  heartburn,  which  is  perceived 
by  oily,  rancid,  putrid,  and  fulphureous 
belchings.    In  this  fpecies,  aloctic  elixirs, 

and 
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and  ftomachic  fpirituous  tindures  j  vitriolic 
acids,  with  or  without  bark ;  Hoffman's  ano- 
dyne liquor,  and  fimilar  preparations,  are 
ufeful. 

In  the  rancid  heartburn,  eggs,  oil,  and  fat 
meats,  are  highly  improper. 

In  many  cafes  in  which  death  has  enfued, 
where  the  heartburn  feemed  to  be  the  predo- 
minating complaint,  various  parts  of  the 
thoracical  and  abdominal  vifcera  have  been 
tumified,  fcirrhous,  or  otherwife  difeafed. 
In  thefe  inftances,  the  heartburn  was  only  a 
lymptom*. 

The 

*  Anatotnical  DiJJlSlions  after  Death. 

Bilis  accrrima  vel  asruginofa  in  ftomacho,  lapilli  biliares,  fan" 
guis  extravafa. — Ventricnlus  flatulentia  vel  cibis  in  immenfam 
molem  drftentus,  a  fede  depnlfus ;  ejus  tunica:  craffiores,  occal- 
lefcentes,  infiammate,  purulentee,  ulceratae,  intus,&  extra  exefaj, 
putridas,  gangrasnofas,  fcirrhbfe,  cancrofa^j  tu  mores,  farcofes,  ver- 
ruca, puftulie,  vermes,  lapides,  extranea,  deglutlta,  metallica, 
lapidea. 

Pylorus  turaidus  fcirrhofus,  ulcsrofus,  aut  valde  relaxatus* 

Duodenum  morbofum,  diflenfum  flatibus. 

Hepar  fcirrhofum,  inflammatum,  purukntum,  putridum,  mor- 
bidus  lien,  pancreas,  mefenterium,. omentum,  &f . 

Veficula  fellea  ad  crepaturam  referta ;  concrctionum  blliarium 
ftupendus  numerus. 

Herniae  cpiploicie,  procidenti^e  ventrjculi,  licnis,  &c. 

Aneurifraa 
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The  terrene  abforbent  earths,  if  not  dif- 
folved  in  the  ftomach  by  the  aerial  acid,  or 
acid  humor,  they  remain  in  the  flate  they 
were  taken,  and  lay  heavy. 

In  chronic  cafes,  with  debility,  mineral 
waters  have  fucceeded  j  for  acidities,  the  cha- 
lybeate; for  the  rancid  acrimony,  Seltzer, 
and  fimilar  waters,  are  to  be  preferred,, 
•  The  cure,  'then,  of  the  heartburn,  chiefly 
depends  on  different  modes  of  treatment,  by 
acids  and  alkalies  j  ftomachics  and  tonics ; 
carminatives  and  aloetics,  sethiops,  or  cinna- 
bar :  but  in  the  ufe  of  either  acid  or  alkali, 
great  judgment  is  neceffary  in  prefcribing  the 
proper  quantity,  to Jaturate  or  corredl  the  of- 
fending matter.  • 

Voracious  Appetite^  or  BuHmus, 

Is  an  unnatural  and  keen  appetite  for 
food . 

The  patient  has  a  continual  craving  for 
food,  and  eats  with  uncommon  eagernefs,  but 
receives  little  nourifliment. 

The 

Aneurifma  aortas  vel  coeliacs  arteriffi. 
Cordis  immenfa  moles. 
Mediaftiiii  &  pericardii  phlogofis. 
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The  caufes  are,  a  fharp  gaftric  acrimonious 
juice,  poured  into  the  ftomach  by  the  arterial 
orifices,  or  exhaling  arteries  j  from  depraved 
blood,  depraved  exhalation j  arife  in  the  flo- 
mach,  and  other  parts. 

Worms  are  like  wife  the  caufe  of  this  hun- 
gry fen  fat  ion. 

There  are  examples  of  men,  at  one  meal, 
devouring  above  forty  pounds  of  meat,  with 
an  almoft  incredible  quantity  of  bread  and 
wine  *. 

Aloetic  purges,  and  corred:ors  of  acidity, 
are  the  remedies  5  but,  above  all,  changing 
the  acrid  flate  of  the  blood  by  aethiops  mine- 
ral, cinnabarine,  and  other  metallic  altera- 
tives ;  thefe  have  cured  where  all  common 
remedies  have  been  ufed  in  vain.  The  vif- 
cera  are  commonly  difeafed,  and  ftomachic 
remedies  cannot  rationally  be  exped:ed  to 
fucceed,  though  they  may  adt  as  auxiliaries 

durintj 

*  I  remember  a  man  fome  years  ago,  who  was  a  German,  and 
famous  for  fwallowing  feveral  pounds  of  large  pebble  {tones, 
which  could  be  rattled  one  againft  the  other,  by  ftriking  the  fto- 
mach. This  man  could  eat  fix  or  eight  pounds  of  meat  every 
meal ;  but  he  always  appeared  very  meagre  and  pale. 

Vol.  L  C  c 
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during  the  radical  cure,  which  requires  pa- 
tience and  perfeverance  in  the  remedies  *. 

Worms. 

Anthelmintics  are  necefTary  for  worms,  as 
calomel  and  aloetics,  afafoetida,  or  garlic,  or 
purges  ;  to  which  are  added  the  fal fodce^  bo- 
rax, or  pulvis  fabinae  j  for  thefe  lafl  reme- 
dies, by  diilodging  part  of  the  mucus  adhering 
to  the  inteftinal  canal,  oblige  the  worms, 
which  flick  like  leeches  to  the  inteftines,  to 
let  go  their  hold,  and  by  this  means  they  are 
effedlually  evacuated.  Cremor  tartar  and  alo- 
etiCs  effedt  the  fame.  Peruvian  bark  and 
chalybeate  preparations. 

Depraved  Appetite,  &c. 

A  difinclination  or  loathing  of  food  is  called 
a  depraved  appetite. 

Authors 

*  Seftlones  cadaverum. 

Stomachus  ultra  modum  turgens :  in  ejus  cavo  cruor  ftagnans, 
colluvies  atramenti  inftar  nigra ;  bilis  asruginofa,  &  quafi  vitrio- 
lica;  pyloius  laxior,  duftus  biliaris  in  ventriculum  hians.  Stu- 
pendus  proventus  lumbricorum,  folium,  five  lumbricus  latus. 
Lien  ftupenda;  magnitudinis,    Hepar  ampliflimum. 
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Authors  give  many  names  to  this  diforder, 
according  to  the  degree  or  peculiarities  of  af- 
fed:ion,  as  dyforexia,  anorexia ^  pica,  malacidt 
&c.  &c. 

It  happens  to  pregnant  women ;  and  it  is 
furprifing  what  ftrange  fancies  have  polTeiTed 
their  imagination,  in  deliring  abfurd  things 
for  food,  as  rofin,  pitch,  tar,  greafe^  ftone, 
brimftone,  fhells,  dirt,  clay,  &c.  and  they 
often  greedily  eat  thefe  things  without  injury* 
A  difeafed  ftomach  is  not  only  predifpofing 
to  nervous  hyfteric  affedlions,  but  it  often 
gives  rife  to  many  fymptoms. 

In  chlorotic  girls  fimilar  difeafes  are  fome- 
times  obferved  *. 

Caufes.  Debility  of  ftomach  and  depraved 
blood,  with  a  relaxing  acrimonious  gaftric 
*uice,  rendering  the  ftomach  fo  feeble,  that 
y  repeated  experience,  from  effedts  of  various 
foods,  the  mind  abhors  the  very  fight  or  fmell 
of  any. 

Whatever  the  ftomach  has  repeatedly  re- 
medied, imprefles  the  mind,  and  occafions  fu- 
ture diflike  ;  fo  that  the  bare  mention  of  cer- 

C  c  2  tain 


*  See  Chkrofis. 
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tain  things  create  difguft,  naufea^  or  vomit- 
ing *. 

Cure.  During  pregnancy,  little  is  to  be 
attempted  ;  magnefia,  lac  fulphuris,  and  gin- 
ger, or  volatiles,  are  moft  proper. 

In  the  chlorotic,  the  primary  diforderis  to 
be  removed. 

For  the  nervous  and  hyfteric,  aloetic  laxa- 
tives, correctors  of  the  particular  acrimony, 
abftinence  from  tea,  and  all  watery  relaxing 
liquids ;  bark,  fleel,  chalybeate,  or  Seltzer 
water,  air  and  exercife,  arc  ufeful. 

Cramps  in  the  Stomach, 

An  over-contradlion,  or  dilatation  of  the 
mufcular  coat  of  the  ftomach,  may  be  deno- 
minated a  cramp  of  the  ftomach. 

Caufes.  Whatever  violently  irritates  the 
nerves  of  the  ftomach,  fo  as  to  ad:  with  force 

on 

*  A  perfon,  it  has  been  known,  who  has  taken  one  or  two 
dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  will  be  eafily  ruffled  by  the  fight  of  thi» 
drug,  and  feel  in  his  ftomach  a  difagreeable  fenfation.  Thofe 
who  remember  taking  jalap,  or  buckthorn,  or  any  other  naufeou$ 
drug,  in  their  infancy,  will  eafily  produce,  by  recollcflion,  difguft 
in  their  minds  by  the  bare  recital  of  the  drugs,  &c.  Difagree- 
able foods  or  drinks  produce  the  fame  efFeds, 
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on  its  mufcvilar  coat.  It  can  originate,  like- 
wife,  from  rheiimatifm,  gout,  and  other  dif- 
orders,  as  a  fymptom. 

The  dilatation  is  commonly  arifing  from 
wind. 

The  contraBion,  from  the  acrimony  of 
the  fluids  circulating  in  the  mufcular  coat, 
fhortening  or  contracting  the  fibres  of  the 
mufcles-*. 

Cure.  The  diftenfion  fhould  be  removed 
by  carminatives,  aloetic  purgatives  with  ca- 
lomel, and  antifpafmodics. 

The 

*  Thefe  dilatations  and  contraftions  are  eafily  cnnceived  when 
the  aftion  of  dilatation  and  contraftion  of  the  ftomach  is  con- 
fidered,  as  being  full  or  empty.  I  have  feen  many  cafes  of  ex- 
treme diftenfion;  one  in  particular,  from  eating  peafe,  where  the 
ftomach  fwelled  in  the  form  of  a  little  mount,  appearing  rather 
conical.  The  pain  and  diftrefs  in  this  cafe  were  inexpreffible :  for 
the  wind,  which  was  its  principal  caufe,  increafed  the  ftomach  in 
bulk  to  an  enormous  degree,  and  could  neither  afcend  nor  defcend  j 
for  both  the  entrance  from  the  ce/ophagtis  and  the  pylorus  were  per- 
fectly, for  a  confiderable  time,  contradled,  fo  as  to  render  both 
orifices  impervious.  I  prefcrlbed  fome  calomel  and  rhubarb 
in  pills,  and  an  oleaginous  mixture,  with  tindure  of  fena, 
fpiritus  coniu  cerui.  Sec.  Thefe  remediesi  fucceeded  ;  and  the 
lady,  who  is  now  living,  has  never  had  any  return  of  the 
diforder,  by  obfcrving  a  proper  regimen,  and  preventing  coftive- 
ncfs. 
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The  contradion  of  the  ftomach«is  moft 
difficult  to  remove,  and  requires  great  atten- 
tion to  diet ;  as  in  the  former  cafe  a  diminu- 
tion of  wind  is  neceflary,  fo  in  the  latter,  a 
moderate  creation  of  air  is  ufeful :  the  fto- 
mach,  however,  is  fo  contradted,  and  its 
fibres  fo  rigid,  as  to  caufe  a  very  painful  refift- 
ance  to  the  fermentative  procefs  of  digeftion. 
In  proportion  as  the  air  extricates  itfelf  from 
the  food,  and  diftends  the  ftomach,  fo  pro- 
portionably  is  exquifite  pain  excited.  The 
ftomach  is  fometimes  fo  violently  afFedted, 
as  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  any  folid,  or 
fcarcely  liquid  food. 

All  hot  fpirituous  liquors  and  cordials, 
though  they  be  commonly  recommended, 
are  highly  improper ;  for  though  they  give  a 
little  temporary  eafe,  yet  they  caufe  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  diforder,  which,  preventing  nu- 
trition, in  time  proves  fatal. 

The  diet  fhould  be  light  and  very  fimple, 
as  panada,  toafted  bread  foaked  in  beef  tea, 
or  barley  broth  j  but  always  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  never  very  warm. 

Meat 
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Meat  in  fmall  portions,  made  tender  in 
dreffing  by  fimmering,  and  bread,  agree  with 
fome  better  than  Hquid  food. 

The  medicines  ufed  internally  fhould  be  of 
the  antifpafmodic  kind,  gently  laxative,  and 
oleaginous  ;  outwardly  fomentations. 

The  following  remedies  I  have  found 
ufeful : 

No.  78,  R.  Julep,  e  camphor,  giv. 

01.  amygdal.  dulc.  §iifs. 
Tinft.  fen.  Sj. 

Spt.  c.  c.  Ij.  M.  f.  miftura,  cujus  capiat  coch.  ij, 
bis  vel  ter  in  die. 

Or, 

No.  79.  R.  01.  amygdal.  dulc.  giifs. 
Aq.  rofar. 
 pur.  aa.  giifs. 

Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  §iij.  fyr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f,  miftura, 
cujus  capiat  coch.  j.  vel.  ij.  ad  libitum. 

An  oily  draught,  with  a  few  drops  of  oleum 
anifi,  or  other  effential  oils,  afafoetida,  cam- 
phor, mufk,  and  valerian,  or  other  ant ifpaf- 
modics,  clyfters,  or  a  femicupium,  will  often 
alleviate  the  fymptoms  :  but  if  the  diforder 
continues  long,  nothing  but  a  mineral  alter- 
ative courfe  is  likely  to  eradicate  the  com- 
plaint. 

The 
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The  difordcr  being  feated  in  the  minuteft 
fyftem  of  veflfels,  nothing  but  what  is  ex- 
tremely penetrating  and  gentle  in  its  opera- 
tion can  anfwer  any  decided  curative  inten- 
tion. Prefcriptions  of  this  nature,  however, 
fhould  be  well  conlidered ;  for  whatever  irri- 
tates the  ftomach  itfelf,  will  increafe,  inftead 
of  curing  the  diflemper.  Cinnabar,  aethiops, 
crude  quickfilver,  or  lac  fulphur,  fhould 
firft  be  given,  and  afterwards  the  more  pow- 
erful alteratives. 

No.  So.  R.  Cinnab.  antimon.  ppt.  §fs, 

Pulv.  e  tragacanth.  gij.M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus 
in  xij.  dofes,  qua  rum  fumat  unam  bis  vel  ter  in 
die,  in  coch.  ij.  julep,  e  camphora. 

Phyficians,  who  carry  their  ideas  of  medi-r 
cine  no  farther  than  to  palliate  fymptoms, 
prefcribe  opium ;  this  confirms  the  difeafe,  and 
renders  it  afterwards  incurable  ;  but  in  fome 
very  painful  cafes,  humanity  demands  an  al- 
leviation of  the  diftrefling  fymptoms ;  under 
which  circumftances,  medicine  is  forced  to 
adminifter  mitigators  of  pain,  while  the  other 
remedies  are  operating ;  the  pilula  e  Jlorace  to 
three  or  five  grains,  is  proper. 
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Watery  Liquid^  or  Phlegm  rifing  in  the 
Stomach. 

The  accumulation  of  a  ferous  liquid  in 
the  ftomach  originates  in  either  an  increafed 
faliva  defcending  from  the  mouth,  or  from 
relaxacion  of  the  orifices  of  the  exhalent  mi- 
nute capillary  arteries  of  the  ftomach, ,  or 
from  an  increafed  fecretion  of  the  pancreatic 
juice,  forced  from  the  duodenum  to  the  flo- 
mach. 

It  fometimes  occafions  naufea  and  vomit'- 
ing,  in  which  efforts,  a  limpid  liquor  is 
thrown  off  from  the  ffomach, 

Thefe  various  fpecies  "  commonly  arife 
from  relaxation,  or  irritation  from  different 
ffimuli,  whofe  acridity  fliould  be  treated 
agreeable  to  their  fpecies,  by  diluting, 
changing,  or  evacuation ;  or  neutralifed,  if 
acid  or  alkali,  and  afterwards  wdth  corrobo- 
rants, as  bark,  fteel,  &c.  An  extreme  dry 
diet  will  be  neceffary. 

Stomachic  purgatives  are  likewife  particu- 
larly beneficial  j  for  by  conveying  the  offend- 
ing matter  downwards,  an  opportunity  is  ob- 
tained 
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tained  of  removing  the  relaxation,  and  giving 
energy  and  vigor  to  the  weakened  veffels  of 
the  ftomach  by  tonical  remedies. 

Nat/feat  or  Sicknefs  without  vomitingy 

Is  an  inclination  to  vomit  without  effect- 
ing it. 

It  is  an  attendant  on  cardialgia,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  diforders,  pregnancy,  &c.  occa- 
lioning  an  averfion  for  food,  an  increafe  of 
faliva,  difgufled  ideas  at  the  fight  of  various 
objedts,  lofs  of  appetite,  debility,  &c. 

If  arifing  from  acidity ^  it  is  cured  by  ab- 
forbents  and  antiacids ;  if  from  biky  by  gentle 
laxatives,  rhubarb,  fena,  cremor  tartar,  or 
infus.  fenae  and  fal  diureticus ;  if  from  worms, 
by  the  anthelmintic  remedies. 

If  from  flatus y  or  wind,  by  carminatives, 
Itomachic  purges,  and  antiacids. 

In  pregnancy  it  frequently  happens  from 
the  changes  the  impregnated  uterus  occafions  ; 
but  this  fymptom,  as  likewife  vomiting, 
vanifh  commonly  towards  the  fifth  month ; 
and  they  fhould  be  treated  with  great  gentlc- 
nefs,  by  venefedtion,  lac  fulphuris,  magnejia* 

and 
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and  rhubarb,  or  the  faline,  or  volatile  faline 
draught.  As  it  is  fymptomatic,  vomits 
fliould  never  be  ufed . 

If  from  fympathy,  or  confent  of  parts,  the 
primary  caufes  muft  be  inveftigated  and 
fubdued  ;  thefe  exift,  more  or  lefs,  in  the 
vifcera. 

If  from  nervous  irritability,  by  antifpaf- 
modics,  volatile  alkaline  draught  with  con- 
fe(5tio  cardiac,  bitters,  Hoffman's  anodyne 
liquor,  fpirits  of  lavender,  &c. 

Vomits  in  thefe  cafes  arc  dangerous,  though 
very  commonly  prefcribed.  In  many  dif- 
eafes  of  the  vifcera,  vomits  are  abfolutely 
contra-indicated  the  irritating  caufe  in  the 
flomach,  therefore,  fhould  always  be  con- 
veyed through  the  inteftines,  and  evacu- 
ated downwards,  particularly  in  nervous 
cafes.  Violent  practices  are  proper  or  ufeful 
to  flrong  conflitutions,  and  violent  difeafes; 
in  delicate  nervous  females,  the  gentleft 
methods  fhould  be  preferred,  left  the  effeds 
of  the  remedy  might  prove  more  injurious 
than  the  difeafe. 
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Vomiting, 

A  forcible  ejedion  of  food,  or  any  other 
fubftance,  from  the  ftomach,  through  the 
CEfophagus  and  mouth,  is  nominated  vo^ 
miting. 

It  is  either  idiopathic,  when  arifing  from 
a  caufe  in-  the  ftomach  itfelf ;  or  fymptomatic^ 
when  originating  from  difeafcs  feated  in  any- 
other  part  of  the  body. 

Its  immediate  caufe  is  an  antiperiftaltic, 
fpafmodical,  convulfive  conftridtion  of  the 
ilomach,  prefTure  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdo- 
minal mufcles. 

It  is  an  effort  of  nature  to  expel  whatever 
molefts,  or  is  troublefome  in  the  ftomach. 

The  fpecies  of  vomiting  are  alimentary, 
bilious,  pituitous,  acetous,  ladteous,  atrabili- 
ous, urinous,  or  verminous,  tScc.  requiring 
different  treatments,  according  to  their  re- 
fpedlive  caufes. 

The  caufes  are  numerous,  and  fhould  al- 
ways be  well  coniidered  before  any  remedy  is 
adminiflered  *. 

In 

*  Vomiting  may  arife  from  the  following,  and  many  more 
caufes :  but  thefe  will  be  fufficient  to  fliew  the  in  ficacy  and 

danger 
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In  nervous  and  hyfteric  complaints,  vomit- 
ing originates  in  the  diforders  and  afFcdlions 

of 

danger  of  giving  'vomits ;  which  are  too  frequently  and  raflily 
prefcrlbed  by  the  vulgar,  and  particularly  by  perfons  quite  igno- 
rant of  medicine. 

I.  From  hard  drinking. 

.2.  Saburra,  or  foul  ilomach. 

3.  Errors  in  diet  during  laftation. 

4.  Dentition, 

5.  Worms. 

6.  Hunger. 

7.  Poifons. 

8.  Callofity  of  the  pylorus ;  +  fpafms,  or  convulfions ;  hic- 
cups, or  contraftion  of  the  ftomach. 

9.  From  hypochondriac  and  nervous  afFedions,  and  depraved 
imagination. 

10.  Ulcer  in  the  ftomach. 

II.  Steatoma  in  the  ftomach,  abfcefs,  tumor,  or  fcirrhus. 

12.  Pregnancy. 

13.  Stony  or  calcareous  concretions  in  the  ftomach,  as  in 
fome  gouty  cafes. 

14.  Bite  of  a  mad  dog,  from  the  putrid  infection  received. 

15.  Black  or  yellow  bile  forced  into  the  ftomach. 

16.  Ob- 

f  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  fort  happened  to  the  child  of  Mr. 
Marcbant,  Sutton  Street,  Soho,  who  rejcifted  its  food  conftantly  for 
many  weeks,  and  was  continually  in  convulfions  whenever  any  food 
was  received  into  the  ftomach.  After  many  remedies  were  prefcribed 
without  fuccefs,  the  child  died,  and  I  opened  it  in  the  prefencc  of  Mr. 
Mainwaring,  of  the  Strand,  and  Dr.  Huber.  The  pylorus  was  found 
pcrfcdiy  callous,  imperforate,  and  greatly  thickened.  The  caufe  of 
the  convulfions  and  death  were  clearly  inveftigated  ;  and  it  feemed  the 
ftomach  had  abforbed  nutrition  a  confiderablc  time  without  the  la(5lcal 
fyftem  of  the  intcftincs. 
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of  the  head,  lefions  of  the  nerves,  pertur- 
bation of  the  mind,  or  vitiated  vifcera. 

The  fubftances  forced  from  the  ftomach 
fliould  be  examined ;  for  they  are  more  fre- 
quently 

16.  Obftru'ftion  of  the  duodenum  and  inteftines. 

17.  Obftruftion,  and  various  difeafes  of  the  liver. 

1 8.  Stony  concretions  in  the  gall  bladder,  or  palTage  through 
the  biliary  dudts, 

19.  Pancreas  difeafed. 

20.  Hernias,  of  various  fpecies. 

2 1 .  Inflammation  of  the  ftomach. 

22.  Several  affedHons  of  the  inteftines,  as  colica,  cholera  mor- 
bus, diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  piles,  &c. 

23.  Gravel  or  ftone  in  kidney  or  bladder, 

24.  Abfcefs,  inflammation,  obftruftion,  or  ulcer  of  the  oefo- 
phagus. 

2^.  A  prolapfus  of  the  xiphoid  cartilage, 

26.  Sailing  at  fea,  riding  in  a  coach,  turning  the  head 
quickly  round,  vertigo,  &c. 

27.  Concuflions,  contufions,  fractures,  and  all  diforders  of 
the  head. 

28.  Every  fpecies  of  malignant  fevers,  in  particular  jail 
and  putrid  fevers. 

29.  Metajiajis,  or  tranflation  of  morbid  fomes  from  other 
parts. 

30.  Supprefled  menfes,  or  too  great  evacuations, 

31.  Every  diforder  almoft  of  the  womb. 

32.  Various  colleftions  of  fubftances  or  matter  in  the  ftomach, 
or  relaxation. 

33.  Difeafes  of  the  heart  and  organs  of  refpiration. 
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qiiently  brought  from  the  inteflines,  than 
orioinatino:  in  the  ftomach  itfelf. 

Yellow,  or  dark  coloured  bile  is  certainly 
forced  from  the  duodenum;  blood  appearing, 
from  retention,  of  a  blackifh  color,  may  be 
effufed  from  the  rupture  of  fome  fmall  blood 
vefTels,  by  the  force  of  vomiting;  or,  per- 
haps, in  fome  inflances,  when  the  exhalent 
arteries  opening  on  the  internal  furface  of  the 
ftomach  are  greatly  relaxed  and  irritated,  red 
blood  may  be  forced  through  their  orifices, 
which  are  naturally  deftined  to  carry  a  limpid 
ferum*. 

The 

*  .In  the  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  the  increafed  acftion  of  tlie 
arteries  frequently  force  red  particles,  where  ferum  fhould  only 
pafs  in  the  minute  veffels. 

In  the  laft  ftage  of  malignant  putrid  fevers  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
red  blood,  in  a  putrefcent  (late,  is  forced  through  the  pores  of  the 
Ikin,  in  every  part  of  the  body.  This,  though  rarely,  I  have 
feen  in  1762  and  1763  at  the  Havannah,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Weft  Indies  and  America.  From  this  circumftance,  independent 
of  the  reports  of  other  authors,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  fame 
poflible  on  the  whole  internal  furface  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
occafioning  the  moft  vehement  colliquative,  and  putrid  purgings. 

In  health,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ferous  fluid  is  exhaled 
through  the  arterial  orifices  of  the  ftomach,  conftituting  part  of 
the  fuccm  gajlricus,  or  ftomach  juice,  to  aflift  digcftion.  Any' 
contamination  of  the  blood  will  certainly  change  the  fluid  ex- 
haling 
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The  cure  of  nervous  vomitings  confifts  in 
conveying  the  offending  matter  dovi^nward  by 
gentle  ftomachic  hitter  laxatives,  by  antif- 
pafmodics;  and  afterwards  to  give  tone  and 
vigor  to  the  relax^  ftomach,  by  bracing  re- 
medies; as  vinum  chalybeatum,  with  fimple 
cinnamon  water,  fweet  ehxir  of  vitriol,  Hoff-^ 
^  man*s  anodyne  liquor,  infufions  or  decoctions 
of  bark,  chalybeate  waters,  &c. 

The  Hampjiead  water  is  excellent  for  this 
purpofci 

If  from  acidity,  by  abforbents,  lime  wa- 
ter, magnefia,  ginger,  and  rhubarb  ;  if  from 
alcaline  matter,  by  acids  of  the  vitriolic  kind 
and  ftomachics,  Mynficht^s  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, &c. 

To  palliate,  ather,  naphtha  of  nitre,  fpi- 
rits  of  lavender,  oil  of  mint  or  cinnamon  on 
fugar,  faline  draughts,  or  the  volatile  faline 
draught  made  in  the  following  manner : 

No.  78.  R.  Sal,  ammoniac,  vol.  9fs. 

Succ.  limon..q.  s.  ad  faturationem,  deinde  adde  aq* 

cinnam.  firap.  §j. 
Confea.  cardiac.  9j.  f.  hauftus,  bis  vel  ter  in  die 

fumendus.   -  

haling  in  theftomach;  and  this  will  efFed  digeftion,  chylifica- 
tion,  nutrition,  &c.  The  blood,  more  or  lefs  prone  to  a  lax 
ftate,  may  pour  out  liquids  in  the  ftomach  capable  of  i>roducing 
putrid  erudations,  &c.  &c. 
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Or  the  following  mixture  may  be  given  : 

J^o.  79.  R.  Sal.  volat.  c.  c.  5fs. 

Succ.  limon.  q.  s.  ad  faturationem,  deinde  addc 
Aq.  cinnam.  fimp.  vel  fior.  aurant. 
—   pur.  aa.  §ijfs. 

Tinft.  rhei  fpirit.  §j.  M.  f.  miftura,  cujus  capiat 
coch.  j.  vel  ij.  ter  vel  quater  in  die. 

Np.  80.  Bc'  Sal.  c.  c.  gr.  v. 

Aq.  aneth.  vel  menth.  vulg.  fimp.  §ifs. 
Confeft.  cardiac.  Bj.  f.  hauftus  ter  in  die  iifeiea- 
dus. 

Vel,  bibat  asgre  ante  prandium  &  coenarh  5ij.  tine* 
turae  rhei  fpt.  cum  cochl.  ij.  aquae  pur. 

In  every  fpecics  of  vomiting,  cofiivenefs 
fliould  be  carefully  prevented  or  removed, 
that  the  inverted  periftaltic  motion  of  the  in- 
teftines  may  be  dire6led  to  take  its  natural 
courfe,  in  propelling  the  contained  matter  or 
fubftances  through  the  inteftines  ;  this  is  ef- 
fedted  by  clyfters,  &c. 

When  the  vomiting  is  caufed  by  difeafcd 
vifcera  in  general,  or  the  womb  and  its  ap- 
pendages in  particular,  it  muft  be  removed 
by  applying  remedies  to  the  primary  cau- 
fes  *. 

In 

•  Anatomical  diffeftions  after  death. 

Rarff  occurrit  ftomachi  mala  conformatio,  fed  nonnunquam 
mole^ortentofura ;  e  fedc  fua  depellitur,  turn  e  propria  hernia. 
Vol.  I.  D  d  turn 
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•In  few  cafes,  however,  are  vomits  necef- 
fary  to  nervous  hyfteric  patients,  unlefs  the 
matter  already  in  the  ftomach  cannot  be  pro- 
pelled through  the  inteftines ;  or  if  any  poi- 
fonous  fubftance  fhould  have  been  fwallowed, 
as  opium,  hemlock,  preparations  of  lead,  &c. 

If  the  vifcera  be  chronically  difeafed,  all 
vomits  are  contra-indicated ;  for  no  one  can 
forefee  their  dangerous  confet![uences :  in 
acute  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and.  intellines 
they  may  be   occafionally  necefiary ;  but 

fhould 

turn  a  hernia  epiploica,  fcirrhofus  in  multis  inveniturvenfriculus. 
Pylorus  huic  vitio  magis  obnoxius  eft,  in  nonnuUis  cartilagineus, 
oireus,  contraftus,  obflruftus  fuit  a  iiummo,  aliove  corpora  ex- 
traneo ;  ventriculus  puftulis,  tumoribus  obfitus,  phlogofi,  puru- 
lentia,  exiilceratione  &gangrena  taftus,  dilaceratus. 

Hepar  inter  cetera  vifcera  abdominalia  frequentius  foedatur, 
inflammatum,  purulentiim,  fcirrhofum,  fleatomatofum,  gangre- 
nofum,  ftomacho  accretum,  arldum,  durum,  &  quafi  elixatuni. 

In  veficiila  fellea  concretiones;  &  copia  m;-gna  bilis;  infertio 
infolita  dud^us  communis. 

Inteftina  valde  diftenta,  &  alibi  quafi  filo  conftrida :  extra  ab- 
domen una  cum  epiploo  depulfa ;  putrida,  accreta,  intus  fufcepta, 
vermibus  plena,  obftrufla,  difrupta,  gangrenofa. 

Lien,  pancreas,  mefentcrium,  omentum,  varie  Ixfa,  calculi 
renum. 

Tumores  ftomachnm  &  inteftina  comprimentes. 
Cartilaginis  xiphoidis  prolapfus.  ■ 
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lliould  never  be  prefcribed  without  the  utmofl 
caution. 

As  palHatives,  in  nervous  naufea  and  vo- 
mitings, afafoetida,  fagapenum,  opopanax, 
caftor,  myrrh,  fafFron,  and  fimilar  medicineSi 
have  ,' their  advantages,  and  may  fafely  be- 
prefcribed,  vi^hile  the  deeper  and  more  irri- 
portant  caufe-removing  preparations  are 
taken. 

Bi/e  in  the  Stomachs 

There  are  two  fpecies ;  the  one  yellow, 
bitter,  and  very  irritating;  the  other  lived 
and  blackifh,  and  in  a  great  meafure  inert, 
until  it  has  obtained  a  difpofition  to  putre- 
fadlion. 

Thefe  fpecies  are  forced  up  from  the  firfl 
inteftine  by  the  inverted  periftaltic  motion  of 
the  inteflines. 

When  in  the  ftomach,  the  former  fpecies 
occafions  great  ficknefs,  and,  by  confent  of 
parts,  fevere  headaeh; 

The  cure  and  prevention  have  already  been 
explained ;  which  confift  in  conveying  the 
offending  matter  through  the  inteftines  by 

D  d  a  nnilJ 
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mild  ftomachic laxatives,  and  by  lupplyingfhc 
defedlive  inert  qualities  of  the  bile  with  foap 
and  aloetics,  rhubarb,  infufions  of  fena, 
cremor.  tartar,  or  fal  diureticus.  Coftivenefs 
fliould  be  prevented  with  great  care. 

Wind  in  the  Stomach  and  fmall  Intejlines. 

It  is  known  fo  be  in  the  ftomach  by  a 
tumor,  diftenfion,  hiccups ;  in  the  fmall  m- 
teftines,  by  being  feated  moftly  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  abdomen,  and  a  particular  hardnefs 
or  tenfion. 

Its  emiffion  from  the  flomach  is  called 
erud:ation  ;  this  is  promoted  by  carminatives 
with'  tiri-d:.  rhei,  &c.  Thefe  warm  remedies 
gently  Simulate  the  coats  of  the  ftomach,  to  a 
due  contraction  ;  by  which  the  exit  of  wind 
is  procured  upwards. 

When  wind  is  feated  in  the  fmall  in- 
teftines,  it  is  to  be  correded  or  promoted 
downwards.  This  is  to  be  effedted  by  warm 
carminative  ftimulants,  with  afafoetida,  bit- 
ter ftomachic  laxatives,  as  infufions  of  fena, 
chamomile,  &c. ;  or  carminative  clyfters,  &c. 
See  wind  in  the  ftomach. 

Wind 
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Wind  in  the  large  Intejlities, 

Is  known  by  the  diftenfion  and  pains  being 
more  in  the  circumference  of  the  abdomen ; 
to  be  flmilarly  treated,  as  the  former. 

Wind  and  hardened  feces  are  eafier  evacu- 
ated from  the  large  than  the  fmall  inteftines ; 
in  this  cafe  emollient  clyfters  do  great  fervice 
in  a  fhort  time. 

Cojlivenefs. 

Coftivenefs  is  a  too  long  retention  of  feces 
in  the  inteftines. 

The  caujes  are  multiplex,  which  fhould 
be  confidered  before  the  removal  can  be 
efFe6led. 

•I.  Tumors ^  or  difeafes  of  the  vifcera,  par- 
ticularly indurated  mefenteric  glands,  by  com- 
preffing  the  inteftinal  canal,  retard  the  free 
paffage  of  the  feces. 

This  is  frequently  incurable ;  but  the  moft 
probable  means  of  cure  are  by  mineral  alter- 
atives, calomel  in  fmall  dofes,  and  bitter  ca- 
thartics. 

2.  Ob. 
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2.  OhjlruBed  biliary  duEisy  which  are  beft 
opened  by  calomel,  aloetics,  fal  diureticus, 
foap,  and  oleagenous  cathartics,  or  the  oleu7n 
ricini  y  almond  oil,  manna,  and  tindure  of 
fena,  &c.  emollient  clyfters,  6cc. 

3.  If  from  a  fpafm  in  the  duHus  communis 
cholidochus y  by  an  over-diftenfion  of  the  duo- 
denum j  by  the  foregoing  m.eans,  and  antif- 
pafmodics. 

4.  'Pebility  in  the  moving  or  mufcular 
powers  of  the  inteftines,  is  a  caufe  of  cof- 
tivenefs ;  laxatives  gently  ftimulant  fhould  be 
conflantly  ordered,  and  at  intervals  ftomachic 

.  bracers,  eledluarium  lenitivum,  with  gin- 
ger, ele5fuanum  e  fcammonio,  aloetic  pills, 
&c.,  fhould  be  daily  ufed  until  the  caufe  be 
removed. 

5.  Drynefs  of  the  inteftines,  from  obflrud:- 
ed  exhaling  arteries,  or  ab fence  of  pancreatic 
juice ;  known  by  dry  hardened  lumpifh  fecesj 
is  beft  removed  by  caftor  oil,  mutton  and  veal 
broths,  oleagenous  cathartics,  and  vegetables 
boiled. 

6.  Infpijfated mucus y  covering  the  internal 
fur  face  of  the  intelHnal  canal,  fo  diminiflies 
irritability,  as  to  require  alcaline  falts,  foap, 
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fal fodce  or  borax  ;  thefe  latter,  in  very  fmall 
dofes,  with  bitter  laxatives ;  as  infufions  of 
fena,  with  camomile  and  carminative  feeds  of 
anife,  caraway,  &c.,  to  extricate  the  adhering 
jnatter.  The  alcaline  remedies  are  to  be  ufed 
with  caution,  in  fmall  dofes  and  well  diluted ; 
left  they  abrade  the  villous  inteftinal  coat. 
They  are  contra-indicated,  whenever  the  pa- 
tient has  formerly  laboured  under  diarrhoea, 
haemorrhoids,  or  bleeding  piles,  &c. 

7.  Paralyfis  of  the  inteftines  rarely  hap- 
pens, except  by  preparations  of  lead,  or  lead 
in  wines }  which,  by  flow  degrees,  though 
fmall  in  quantity,  prove  fatal.  The  reme- 
dies are  oil  and  volatiles,  cordials,  ftomachics, 
and  irritating  clyfters ;  ftomach  purges,  and 
afterwards  invigorating  tonics. 

8.  The  tumors  and  other  afFediions  of  the 
womb  J  the  ftone  or  gravel  frequently  caufe 
obftinate  conftipation :  remedies  fhould  be 
directed  to  remove  thefe  complaints,  in  con- 
jundion  with  mild  eccoprotics  and  emol- 
lient cathartic  clyfters,  daily  repeated. 

9.  Cojlivenefs  arifing  from  a  fedentary  life, 
and  much  contemplation,  as  amongft  the 
ftudious  and  literary,  fliould  be  removed  by 

excrcife 
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cxercife  of  body  and  relaxation  of  mind. 
Many  other  caufes  might  be  affigned  as  pro- 
dudtive  of  conftipation ;  but  thefe  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  prefent  purpofe. 

All  aftringent  diet  and  acid  auftere  wines 
are  to  be  avoided:  roafted  apples,  prunes,  or 
French  plumbs,  accelerate  the  defcent  of  the 
feces. 

Glauber  2.nd  Rochelle  falts,  the  fal  polychreji, 
tartarum folubile^  and  fuch  faline  purgatives, 
are  more  effectual  than  any  of  the  foregoing 
laxatives ;  but  they  feldom  agree  with  the 
flomachs  of  the  nervous,  old,  gouty,  or  de- 
bilitated :  in  fome  inftances,  however,  their 
afiiftance  mull  be  folicited.  * 

Bilious 

*  Difledlions  after  death. 

Inteftinfi  repleta,  fascibus  induratis,  materiaque  quadam  muci- 
da,  intricata,  ultra  modum  diftenta  flatibus,  concreta,  obftrufta, 
lapides  continentia. 

Colon  et  craffiora  inteflina  fscibus  duris  &  quafi  lapidefcenti- 
bus  obftruda. 

Rcpertum  fuit  colon  nucleis  ceraforum,  &  perficorum  ad  trium 
librarum  pondus  jnfardlum,  dilatatum  ventriculi  inftar  &  in  fine 
ampliationis  coarftatum,  ac  annulo  carnofo  fphinfteris  ad  inftar 
conftriflum. 

In  illo  invents  fuerunt  farcofes  ingentis  molis  :  occalefcentias 
tumores,  tubi  coalitus  ab  exulcerati  lateris  contaftu, 

Vif^ 
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Bilious  Excremefits, 

An  overabundance  of  bile  fecreted  in  the 
liver,  and  poured  into  the  duodenum^  will  ir- 
ritate the  inteflines,  occafion  great  pain  and 
bilious  purgings. 

Thefe  evacuations  are  not  be  checkedhy 
a/lringentSy  but  gently  promoted  by  rhubarb 
and  cremor  tartar,  decodlions  of  tamarinds 
and  fena  :  thefe  acid  and  ftomachic  purgatives 
corredl  the  bile,  and  facilitate  its  evacuation 
with  little  pain. 

When  the  bile  is  thoroughly  evacuated, 
gentle  tonics  are  proper;  but  great  caution 
fhould  always  be  obferved,  never  to  clofe  the 
bile  du6t  opening  in  the  duodenum  by  aftrin- 

Vifa  organa  hzec  piitrida  gangranofa  vel  dilacerat.a,  a  ftag- 
^tione  colleftarum  materiarum. 

Sape  ventriculus  &  inteftina  a  fitu  dimota,  fcirrhofa. 
i'epar  fcirrhofum,  veficula  fellis  nunc  inanis,   nunc  turgida 
vel  1  pideis  concretionibus  fceta. 

Pa;  creas  induratum,  ingens;  lien  magnus,  pendulus ;  omentum 
craflun  ,  putridum,  inteftinis  accretum. 

Paffin.  tumores  e  ventriculo,  mefenterio,  utero,  vagina,  aliifquc 
.partibuse/furgentes,  comprimunt  tubum  inteftinalem. 

Laefiones  v  "^rebri  &  medullae  fpinalis  fepe  inteftinorum  paralyfim 
poft  fe  trahuni , 

5  ^  gents; 
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gents ;  for  inflammations  and  fcirrhoilties 
of  the  liver  have  been  the  confequencc.  I 
have  feen  6ark  and  e/i.xir  of  vitriol  produce 
thefe-  efFeds,  the  war  before  lafl,  at  the 
Havannah  in  1762,  and  other  Wefl;  India 
iflands.  Thefe  affedlions  of  the  hver  are 
cured  by  antimonials  and  mercurials  given  as 
alteratives. 

The  bile  may  be  forced  into  the  inteftine 
by  an  ovcr-diftenfion  of  the  flomach,  either 
from  w^ind,  or  too  great  a  quantity  of  food  : 
this  latter  proves  falutary,  for  it  promotes  a 
temporary  purging,  and  removes  the  effedts 
of  over-repletion. 

When  the  bile  is  increafed  by  paffions  of 
the  mind,  which  is  no  unufual  concomitant 
of  anger,  or  violence  of  temper,  ferenity  of 
mind  muft  be  earneftly  recommended.  Per- 
fons  who  polTefs  the  befh  and  mofi:  7ioble  fen- 
timents  are  often  too  ^  irritable,  they  exped: 
more  integrity  than  the  world  pofTeffes ;  but 
if  their  perturbations  of  mind  arife  from  hu- 
man villany,  vices,  or  errors,  no  reformation 
will  be  produced  by  rage  or  angry  paffions. 
Thofe  who  are  capable  of  infamy,  feldom 
blufli  at  the  recital  of  it :  the  benevolent  and 

worthy, 


1 

AND  NERVOUS  DISEASES,  CSfr.      4I t 

worthy,  however,  do  not  owe  the  deflrudbion 
of  their  own  heahh,  when  it  can  anfwer  no 
important  purpofe  ;  it  is  too  precious  a  facri- 
fice.  Forefight  to  prevent,  or  calmnefs  and 
acquiefcence  under  temporary  misfortunes, 
(liould  be  ftrongly  inculcated  to  the  nervous. 

Black  Excreme?2ty  or  Feces, 

Thefe  appear  to  originate  in  an  ill-fecreted 
bile,  or  its  too  long  retenfion  ei*-her  in  the  gall 
bladder,  or  duodenum. 

It  is  inactive  to  a  certain  degree,  and  by  not 
Simulating  the  inteftines  from  its  defcitution 
pf purgative  qualities,  codivenefs  is  produced ; 
its  long  retention  is  followed  by  a  tendency  to 
putrefadlion  j  for  the  fixed  air,  or  aereous 
acid  being  extricated,  flatulency  is  the  confe- 
quence. 

The  defcent  of  this  black  bile  fliould  be 
promoted  by  tinBura  facra  and  cremor  tartar, 
or  any  acid  laxatives  j  its  flagnation  in  the 
inteftines  fhould  always  be  prevented,  as  it 
may  affift  in  producing  a  vitiated  chyle, 
ar).d  a  bad  habit  of  body. 

Oranges, 
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Oranges,  the  fummer  acid  fruits,  or  roaft* 
ed  apples  are  proper,  if  they  agree  well  with 
the  ilomach ;  thefe  check  the  putrid  tendency 
of  the  vitiated  bile  in  the  inteftinal  tube,  and 
prove  gently  laxative. 

When  the  caufe  is  in  the  liver,  mineral  al- 
teratives are  the  moft  proper  medicines  to  re-r 
move  obftrudiion,  or  fcirrhus. 

Blackifli  ftools  may  likewife  arife  from  ef- 
fufions  of  blood  in  the  flomach,  or  inteftinal 
canal,  from  the  exhalent  arteries ;  or  from 
chalybeate  medicines :  thefe  circumftances 
therefore  fhould  be  well  afcertained  before 
medicines  are  prefcribed, 

'Pak-coloured  argillaceous  Excerejnents, 

This  is  a  common  fymptom  of  the  iBerus, 
or  jaundice,  and  happens  from  the  want  of 
bile  in  the  inteftinal  tube. 

The  caufe s  are, 

I .  An  obftrudlion  in  the  biliary  du6ls. 

%.  A  difeafe  in  the  liver,  by  which  the 
bile  is  not  properly  fecreted. 

3.  The  bile  is  conveyed  into  the  blood  in- 
ftead  of  the  gall  bladder    or  inteftines, 

caufing 
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caufing  a  yellow  difflifion  in  every  part  of 
the  body. 

Gall  Stones  obftrucfling  the  biliary  dudls, 
are  commonly  known  by  exquifite  pain  in 
the  part,  argillaceous  or  clayifh  feces,  vomit- 
ings, &c.  This  is  to  be  treated  by  vene- 
fedlion  ;  oleagenous  purgatives,  and  manna, 
emollient  clyfters,  warm  baths,  &c. 

If  the  caufe  fhould  exift  in  a  difeafed  liver, 
produd:ive  of  the  jaundice ;  aloetics,  and  ca- 
lomel in  fmall  dofes ;  fal  diureticus,  and  the 
bitter  infufion,  frequently  cuife  the  com- 
plaint. 

Saponaceous  remedies  and  rhubarb,  arc 
lefs  efficacious  than  the  antecedent. 

A  mineral  alterative  courfe  afterwards, 
will  often  prevent  the  return  of  the  difeafe ; 
as  it  is  moft  likely  to  remove  gradually  ob- 
flrudions  in  the  liver,  or  dudts,  without 
irritation. 

Acids  are  recommended  both  by  prad:iti- 
oners  and  authors  in  the  jaundice  j  but  very 
erroneoufly. 

The  bile  is  difFufed  through  the  whole  ha- 
bit; acids,  as  generally  prefcribed,  cannot 
follow  it  i  for  they  are  neither  received  by  the 

lymphatic 
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lymphatic  fyfhem,  nor  inhalent  veins,  unlefs 
exceedingly  diluted  ;  confequently  cannot 
countera6t  by  neutralifation,  or  folution  in 
the  whole  body,  the  alcalefcent  quality  of  the 
yellow-coloured  fluid  ;  but  when  the  bile  is 
in  the  inteftines,  acids  and  acid  laxatives  are 
very  beneficial ;  becaufe  they  more  probably 
come  in  contadt,  and  corredt,  or  expel  the 
offending  matter. 

Boerhaave,  and  Van  Swieten,  recommended 
tbe  vernal  herbage.  Stony  concretions  in 
oxen,  are  removed  by  the  fpring  grafs,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  who  have  lived  upon  hay,  &c.- 
,in  the  winter  :  Upon  this  principle,  the fuccus 
graminis-  is  prefcribed  as  a  powerful  detergent 
and  deobllruent. 

Purgings. 

Purging  is  a  too  frequent,  or  inordinat" 
evacuation  of  feces,  or  excrements. 

The  caufe  is  a  flimulating  matter,  or  too 
great  irritability  of  the  inteflines,  by  whic* 
frequent  contractions  of  the  fibres  are  excited  j 
thus  all  the  fecretions  are  more  abundantly 
produced,  and  by  the  increafed  periflaltic  mo- 
tion j 
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tlon,  the  contents  are  quickly  evacuated  in  a 
liquid  ftate,  the  thinner  parts  not  having  time 
to  be  taken  up  by  the  abforbent  veffels. 

The  fubftances  capable  of  flimulating  the 
inteftines,  from  the  materia  medica,  are  ca- 
thartics, and  other  acrids  ;  various  forts  of 
foods,  particularly  of  the  vegetable  and  fruit 
kind  ;  feme  meats,  as  pork  and  pig ;  fudden 
cold,  fupprefTed  perfpiration ;  but  fome  of 
thefe  being  accidental,  and  others  peculiar  to 
individuals,  little  is  to  be  prefcribed  by  me- 
dicine, except  abftinence  from  whatever  has 
produced  the  effect.  In  the  hypercatharfis^ 
diluents,  emollients,  cardiacs,  anodynes  are 
indicated. 

F urging  fhould  never  be  hafiily  checked, 
and  particularly  if  attended  with  pain  ;  the 
caufe  fhould  always  be  removed  by  gentle 
laxatives  of  rhubarb,  faline  purgatives,  and 
manna,  oil,  &c.  before  either  aftringents,  or 
opiates  are  adminiftered. 

The  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha  recoiYi- 
mended  for  purgings,  are  very  unpleafant, 
and  rarely  ncceffary  ;  to  occafion  a  continual 
naufea,  when  milder  methods  prefent  thera- 
4  felves. 
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felves,  is  a  more  violent  pra6tice  than  nervous 
purgings  in  particular  require. 

Fain,  though  a  great  enemy  to  human 
tranquillity,  is  a  favorable  fymptom  in  purg- 
ings ;  its  fuppreffion  fliould  very  cautioufly 
be  attempted  by  opium  ;  for  mortifications 
of  the  inteftines  have  been  the  confequence : 
therefore  griping  pains  lliould,  in  general,  be 
borne  patiently  until  the  irritating  caufe  be 
]^emoved.  I  have  known  many  inllances, 
where  the  injuffl?ious  ufe  q{  opium  and  warm 
cordials,  formerly  recommended  by  Sir  yohn 
Pringle  and  others,  has  proved  inconteftibly 
fatal ^  particularly  in  the  diarrhoea  of  armies, 
hofpitals,  and  hot  climates. 

Bile ,  or  any  other  ftimulating  matter  ex- 
citing frequent  ftools,  mufl  be  evacuated  or 
corredted.  A  fmall  quality  oi  vitiated  tnatter 
can  alter  and  change  a  confiderable  mafs,  and 
foon  contaminate  the  whole  body ;  and  ex- 
amples of  which  is  evident  from  the  admif- 
lion  of  any  putrid  matter  in  dilTedion,  by  a 
flight  fcratch,  &c. 

The  purgings  of  nervous  people,  however, 
are  . more  commonly  owing  to  laxity  and  fen- 

fibility 
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fibility  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  than  to  any 
violent  irritating  matter,  bile  excepted. 

If  the  purging  arife  from  debility  of  the 
flomach  or  inteftines,  after  a  dofe  or  two  of 
rhubarb  j  tonics  of  the  gentle  aflringent  kind 
are  ufeful ;  the  julep,  e  creta,  Hoffman's 
anodyne  liquor ;  the  pulvis  terras  japonicae  ; 
the  extraBum  Ugni  campechenjis  dilTolved  in 
aq.  cinnam.  fimp.  Confed:io  cardiaca,  or 
in  nervous  pains  the  confedio  Damocratis 
may  be  adminiftered. 

Antifpafmodics  often  remove  the  cholicky 
purgings  of  the  nervous  clafs  by  allaying 
irritability  ;  and  thefe  remedies  fhould  always 
be  preferred  to  opiates,- as  afafoetida,  cam* 
phor,  and  fal  c.  c.  in  mixtures,  &c. 

Nervous  Habes^  or  wafting  of  the  Body. 

The  caufes  of  confumption  are  various ; 
as  ulcerated  lungs,  and  it  is  then  Cd\\c<i phthifis 
piilmonalis ;  chronic  diforders  of  the  vifcera, 
or  debility  of  the  organs  of  digeftion  and  nu- 
rition;  great  evacuations  from  haemorrhages; 
uor  albus,  obftru6ted  or  profufe  menfes,  in- 
reafed  faliva,  or  too  copious  perfpiration^ 
Vol.  I.  E  e  laita-* 
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ladation,  diabetes,  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  lien- 
tery,  obftruded  mefenteric  glands,  fcro- 
phula,  &c. 

All  thefe  caufes  require  a  different  mode  of 
treatment  according  to  indications,  violence, 
or  acutenefs  of  the  complaint,  fever  or  other 
circumflances. 

A  nervous  tabes  is  a  wafting  of  the  body 
without  any  remarkable  fever,  cough,  or  dif- 
ficult refpiration ;  it  is  accompanied  with  in- 
appetency,  depraved  digeftion,  and  want  of 
proper  nutrition. 

The  primary  caufes  of  the  nervous  atrophy, 
are  violent  palTions  of  the  mind,  love^  grief, 
&c. ;  frequent  drinking  of  ardent  fpirituous 
liquors,  or  unwholfome  air. 

The  cure  confifts  in  calming  mental  vio- 
lence ;  the  avoiding  cordials,  or  fpirituous 
liquors ;  the  removal  from  infalubrious  to 
a  purer  and  more  elaftic  air,  and  the  ad- 
miniftering  remedies  adapted  to  the  particular 
or  occafional  caufes. 

If  from  debility  or  a  depraved  ftomach, 
gentle  ftomachic  evacuants,  tonics  and  bitters 
are  proper. 
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If  from  obftru6led  mefenteric  glands,  or 
difeafed  vifcera,  mineral  alteratives. 

If  worms  be  the  caufe,  they  mufl  be 
evacuated  by  anthelmintics,  mercurials,  pur- 
ges, &c. 

Nervous  cholic. 

Griping  pains  in  the  inteftines  of  nervous 
patients,  flying  from  one  part  to  another 
without  either  purging  or  vomiting,  is  called 
the  nervous  cholic. 

The  caufe  is  moft  probably  fixed  air,  or  the 
aerial  acid,  or  inflammable  air,  retained  in 
the  inteftines,  vellicating,  or  fl:imulating  the 
nervous  fyfl:em,  expanded  all  over  their  inter- 
nal fur  face. 

The  cure  is  fimilar  to  that  already  recom- 
mended for  wind  in  the  ftomach,  or  in- 
tefl:ines.  Stomachic  laxatives,  carminatives, 
antifpafmodics,  and  lime  wafer,  oleum  anifi, 
carui,  cinnamomi,  warm  carminative  fetid 
clyfl:ers,  and  fometimes,  a  light  opiate  may 
be.  ufeful. 
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Worms. 

Worms  of  different  fpecies  have  been  found 
in  the  ftomach,  or  inteflines  of  perfons  of 
every  age  j  but  from  conftipation,  are  very 
common  to  the  nervous  and  hyfteric. 

They  are  diftinguiihed  into  the  lumbrici  or 
teretes,  like  earth  worms;  iania^  fimilar  to 
tape ;  cucurbitini^  hke  gourd  feed ;  and  af- 
caridesy  a  very  minute  fpecies  like  maggots, 
not  thicker  than  a  fmall  pin. 

They  are  generated  either  by  different 
foods,  or  defcend  with  vegetables,  cheefe, 
farinaceous,  or  leguminous  foods. 

The  lumbrici  and  t£e7iia  are  commonly  in 
the  ftomach  and  fmaller  inteftinesj  the  af- 
carides  in  the  larger  inteftines,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  redum,  occafioning  itching 
and  irritation. 

Tape  worms  have  been  found  many  yards 
long;  and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  what  in- 
jury they  muft  occafion  to  the  patient,  by 
fucking  a  large  quantity  of  nutriment  for 
their  fupport. 

Innumerable  fymptoms  accompany  worms ; 
as  pallor  of  the  face,  eyes  funk  in  the  orbits 

with 
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with  a  livid  hue  underneath  ;  gnafhing  of  the 
teeth,  fetor  in  the  breath,  voracioufnefs, 
wind,  indigcftion,  pricking  fenfations,  un- 
eafinefs  in  the  flomach  and  inteftines,  hard 
fwelled  belly,  hiccups,  dry  cough,  ftartingin 
fleep,  convulfive  and  other  fits ;  frequent 
itching  and  picking  the  nofe  j  abfceffes 
and  a  vomiting,  or  purging  of  flimy  pu- 
rulent pus ;  anxiety,  feverifh  heats  and 
flufliings,  faintings;  the  voiding  worms  by 
the  mouth  or  anus  ;  but  nothing  fo  obvioufly 
determines  their  probable  prefence  in  the  in- 
teftines,  as  whenfome  have  been  perceived  from 
the  ftomach,  or  evacuated  in  the  excrements ; 
all  other  fymptoms  are  equivocal^  or  doubt- 
ful. Many  verminous  fymptoms  are  com- 
mon to  the  hydrocephalus  internus^  or  watery 
head  of  children,  the  diagnoftic  fign,  how- 
ever, of  which,  is  a  dilatation  of  the  pupils. 

It  is  aftonifhing  how  firmly  worms  adhere 
to  the  coats  of  the  ftomach,  or  intejftines, 
much  like  leeches ;  from  whence  they  draw 
their  nourifhment  by  continual  fudtion ; 
which  in  the  larger  worms,  when  in  great 
quantity,  mull  prove  a  confiderable  lofs  to  the 

human 
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human  body,  by  defeating  the  nutrition  of 
■  the  body,  caufing  great  wafte,  languor,  worm 
fevers,  and  many  other  bad  confequences ; 
often  occafioning  violent  cutting,  piercing 
pains,  and  confumption  of  flefli. 

The  fmaller  worms  are,  perhaps,  ovipa- 
rous, the  lumbrici  are  certainly  viviparous; 
I  have  in  my  poffeffion  fpecies  of  thefe 
large  worms,  which  were  difcharged  at  the 
time  they  were  cafting  forth  a  young  brood. 
Worms  frequently  perforate  the  coats  of  the 
inteftines. 

The  cure  confifts  in  diflodging  the  worms 
from  their  holds  on  the  villous  coat  of  the 
inteftines. 

It  is  evident  that  the  excrements  pafs 
through  the  inteftines  without  the  exclu- 
fion  of  worms;  and  it  frequently  happens, 
that  the  moft  approved  purges  are  inef- 
fed:ual ;  cathartics  arc,  however,  proper, 
after  remedies  which  aft  on  the  villous 
coat,  remedies  which  are  particularly  offen- 
£ve  to  the  worms,  as  afafoetida,  whofe  fmell 
is  faid  to  force  the  worms  from  their  faften- 
ing,  mercurial  and  martial  preparations,  cort. 

peruv.. 
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peruv.,  and  oblige  the  worms  to  loofe  their 
hold. 

To  cleanfe  the  internal  furface  of  the  intef- 
tines,  and  diflodge  worms  from  their  adher- 
ence, folutions  of  alcaline  falts,  as  the  fal 
fodce^  fal  tartar,  fal  abfinth,  cremor  tartar. 
&c.  are  proper;  or  borax  with  bitter  infu- 
fions  ;  foap,  aloetics  and  Indian  pink.  The 
alcaline  falts  fliould  not  be  ufed  Jlronger 
than  to  excite  a  pungency  on  the  tongue,  left 
they  abrade^  and  too  much  deflroy  the  intelH- 
nal  mucus.  The  puhis  fabince  externally  de- 
flroy s  warts,  and  internally  is  a  powerful  deter- 
gent and  diflodger  of  worms  ;  the  fcm.fm- 
tonic.  &c.  During  the  adminiftration  of  fuch 
remedies  cathartics  of  aloes  and  cremor  tartar; 
calomel  at  night,  and  any  approved  purge  the 
next  morning;  jalap  and  cremor  tartar,  are  as 
effedlual  as  any;  or  tht puhis  e fena  comp.^\\\\ 
fefn.fantonic.  or  with  puhis  fabince,  vin.  aloe- 
ticum  alcali?ium,  Sec.  mercurials  and  aloetics ; 
or  the  juice  of  frefli  fquills,  fo  diluted  as  not 
to  excite  vomiting,  has  an  irritating  detergent 
quality  in  diflodging  and  evacuating  worms. 
Garlic  cut  fmall,  and  given  in  milk  or  juice 
of  rucj  are  excellent  and  fafe  vermifuges,  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  for  children.  The  Juccus  graminis 
has,  often,  the  power  of  diflodging  worms. 

When  worms,  are  in  the  redum,  aloetic 
clyfters  are  excellent,  which  may  be  made  by 
aloes  boiled  in  milk,  &c.  or  with  tindura 
facra  and  decoBum  commun.  pro  clyjiere,  fait, 
&c.  Oily  remedies  continued,  or  the  oleum 
ricini,  fetid  gums,  fulphureous  waters,  ^thi- 
ops  mineral,  and  cinnabarine  preparations, 
and  even  the  bark,  frequently  difiodge  and 
evacuate  worms. 

The  folution  of  mercurius  corrofivus  fub- 
Jimatus  has  caufed  the  expulfion  of  worms, 
and  mercurial  preparations  are  likewife  recomr 
mended  ;  the  former,  unlefs  much  diluted, 
is  a  rough  medicine,  and  the  latter  contains 
frequently  acrid  particles.  The  mercurius 
faccharatus  of  the  Edinburgh  difpenfatory 
is  fafer  J  and,  as  an  evacuant,  the  vermifuge 
troches  are  very  effedlual,  when  milder  me^ 
thods  do  not  fucceed. 

Mercurius  faccharatus  Eding. 
No.  8 1.  Be  Hydrargyri 

Sacchar.  candi  rubr.  a.  5fs. 
01.  llill.  juniper,  gut.  xvj. 

Tere  fimuI  in  mortario  vitreo  donee  peniti^s  evanef- 
!  .  cant  globuli, 

Tro. 
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Trochifci  vermlfiigi. 

No.  82.  R.  Calomel  opt.  laevigati 
Pulv.  fcammon.  a.  5ij. 
Sacchar.  alb.  gij. 

Bene  triturentur  &  cum  folutione  gum.  arabici  in  aq. 

rofarum  fiant  trochifci  Bj.  pond. 
No.  83.  R.  Calomel,  limatnr.  mart,  and  cort.  peruv,  pulv.  with 

honey,  made  into  an  eleftuary,  is  a  rery  power-- 

ful  anthelmintic. 
The  decodiim  mercuriale  is  much  recommended 

by  fome. 

In  the  flat  kind  of  worm. 

No.  84.  R.  Stanni  pulv. 

Corall.  rub.  ppt.  aa.  5j» 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  bis  in  die  fumend.  cua 
gifs.  infuf.  amar. 
No.  85.  R.  AfafcEtid.  5fs. 

Mercur.  dulc.  9fs. 
Extr.  rhei  9ij. 

M.  f.  pill.  No.  XXX.  quarum  fumat  j.  mane  &  no£lc. 
There  were  given  daily  fevcral  fpoonfuls  of  honey  under  the 
courfe  of  this  medicine,  according  to  Redi  and  Le  Clerc's  obfer- 
vations,  which  had  a  very  good  effeft. 

All  fteel  preparations  are  very  ufeful. 

Some  years  ago  there  was  at  Paris,  and  all 
over  France,  an  arcanum  in  the  higheft  efteem, 
and  recommended  as  infallible  in  the  cure  of 
the  tape  worm  j  the  inventor,  Herrenfch- 
wand,  kept  it  many  years  as  the  greateft  fe- 

cret,- 
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cret,  and  it  fold  well  as  long  as  it  was  in  his 
poffeffion.  The  great  fame  it  acquired,  en- 
couraged feveral  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  to 
difcover  the  contents,  but  without  fuccefs ; 
till  at  laft  Dr.  Herrenfchwand  was  pleafed  to 
prefent  the  genuine  compolition  to  a  particu- 
lar friend,  with  leave  to  make  it  public, 
which  is  here  given  with  pleafure,  as  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  to  diflodge  worms. 

No.  86.  R.  Gum.  gutt.  Gamb.  gr.  iij.  ad  vj. 

Sal  abfinth. 

Carbon,  fraxini  aa.  gr.  xv.  ad  xxv.  f.  pulvis  mane  Si 
vefperi  fumendus  in  cochl.  ij.  aquns  *. 

Hi^morrboids  or  Piles. 

Is  a  varicofe  tumor  and  painful  fenfation 
in  the  redtum,  or  its  external  orifice,  parti- 
cularly in  voiding  the  excrements. 

The  caufes  are :  i .  Varices  or  dilatations 
of  the  haemorrhoidal  veins  j  blood  is  brought 

by 

*  A  boy  fubjedl  to  worms,  evacuated  28  of  the  lumbrici  by- 
taking  esthiops  mineral  5^8.  fal foda  gr.  vi.  and  9j  pulv,  e  iraga- 
canth.  c.  bis  de  die;  and  ever}'-  third  day  Bj  ful'v.  e  fen.  c. 
with  gr.  ij.  calomel.  The  fame  boy  fwallowed  a  halfpenny 
afterward,  and  the  mother  applied  to  Mr.  Da'vid/ofi.Qutcn  Ann- 
ftreet.  The  halfpenny  was  18  days  in  pafling,  and  forced  before 
it  33  worms,  each  nearly  a  foot  long.  The  boy  is  now  inperfed 
health. 
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by  the  arteries,  but  obftruded,  and  ftagnated 
in  the  venal  fyftem. 

a.  An  abrafion  of  the  mucus  in  the  rec- 
tum ;  or, 

3.  Excoriations  in  and  about  its  external  ori- 
fice, from  acrimony,  acrid  cathartics,  aloes,  &c. 

4.  Compreflions  on  the  27/ac-  veins,  from 
pregnancy,  tumors,  &c. 

Piles  are  either  fanguineous,  bleeding  ;  or 
blind,  as  they  are  called,  in  which  no  blood 
iffues . 

A  prolapfus  ani^  or  falling  down  and  elon- 
gation of  the  redium,  and  excrefcences  about 
the  anus,  are  often  miftaken  for  the  piles  by 
the  females ;  it  is  necelTary,  therefore,  that 
the  phyfician  fliould  be  certain  of  the  cafe 
before  he  prefcribes  ;  or  all  efforts  of  cure 
may  prove  fruitlefs. 

Perfons  once  having  piles,  without  great 
attention  in  avoiding  conftipation,  and  cold- 
nefs  in  the  feet,  or  other  occafional  caufes, 
frequently  are  troubled  with  returns. 

The  cure  muft  be  accommodated  to  the 
fpecies  of  the  difeafc. 

The  veffels  being  turgid,  and  the  parts  in- 
flamed, are  relieved  by  bleeding  in  the  arm, 

feet, 
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feet,  or  haemorrhoidal  veins,  or  by  leeches 
repeatedly  applied,  until  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  are  removed  by  antiphlogiftic  and 
very  abftemious  diet. 

Sitting  over,  or  in,  tepid  baths  of  flores 
fambuci  and  w^arm  water,  or  any  emollient 
foft  fomentations  of  mucilages,  milk,  &c. 

in  removing  venal  obflrucftion,  or  retar- 
dation; emollient  cataplafms  offarin.  femin. 
lini,  with  or  without  aqua  vegeto-mineralis, 
are  very  ufeful. 

Cojiivencfs  muft  in  every  fpecies  be  pre- 
vented by  eledtuarium  lenitivum,  and  oleum 
amygdalinuni,  by  aethiops,  lac  fulphuris, 
magnefia,  manna,  flewed  prunes,  French 
plums,  eleEiuarium  e  cajfiay  or  fuch  mild  ec- 
coprotics;  avoiding  red  wines  and  aftrin- 
gents. 

Pediluvia  of  warm  water  and  common  fait, 
as  they  promote  a  freer  circulation  in  the  ex- 
tremities, contribute  to  remove  the  piles, 
which  are  known  frequently  to  arife  from 
cold  in  the  legs  and  feet.  When  the  violence 
of  the  inflammation  is  rcfolved  to  a  certain 
degree,  the  aqua  vegeto-mineralis  joined  with 
<;amphor,  is  an  excellent  preparation  to  afllfl: 

the 
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tlie  contradion  of  the  veffels,  and  allay  irrita- 
tion. Vitriolic  lotions  are  prefcribed  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  An  abftinence  from  all  liquid 
food  is  particularly  ufeful  in  preventing  and 
removing  the  turgency  of  the  vefTels. 

The  excoriations  about  the  red:um  are  re- 
moved by  foft  unguents,  mucilaginous  and 
oleaginous  applications,  preventing  the  con- 
tad:  and  fridion,  as  much  as  poffible,  of  the 
palling  excrements. 

A  liniment  compofed  of  litharge  5j.  well 
levigated,  acet.  com.  sij.  and  ol.  amygdal, 
dulc,  3xiv.  is  excellent  after  the  inflamma- 
tion. The  aqua  vegelo-mineralis  may  be  pre- 
fcribed as  a  deficcative. 

The  fanguiheous  or  bleeding  piles  have  been 
conlidered  falutary  in  all  ages,  and  perhaps, 
if  moderate,  this  may  be  true ;  but  they  are 
certainly  difagreeable ;  and,  contrary  to  re- 
ceived opinions,  I  have  known  thefe  haemor- 
rhages, when  profufe,  lay  the  foundation  of 
dropfy  and  other  grievous  diforders. 

The  bleeding  piles  are  commonly  owing 
to  plenitude  of  the  haemorrhoidal  veflels  from 
obftruded  menfes,  or  other  fupprefled  excre- 
tiont;,  and  hard,  retained  excrements;  there- 
fore 
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fore  a  cool,  moderate  regimen,  the  promo- 
ting the  fupprclTed  excretion,  whether  by 
ilool,  urine,  or  perfpiration,  dry  diet,  and 
the  removal  of  conflipation,  are  the  princi- 
pal remedies. 

If  the  haemorrhage  originate  in  relaxation, 
which  moft  frequently  happens  to  the  ner- 
vous, tonics  will  be  beneficial ;  at  the  fame 
time  coftivenefs  muft  be  prevented  by  the 
mildeft  methods,  as  rhub.  and  magnef. 

The  treatment  of  the  haemorrhoids  or  piles 
ariling  from  compreflion  of  the  iliac  veins 
during  pregnancy,  fliould  be  fimilar. 

All  aloetics  and  flimulating  purges  muft  be 
avoided ;  for  by  irritation  they  increafe  the 
pain  and  inflammation ;  occafion  tenefmus, 
or  a  conflant  and  fruitlefs  defire  to  evacuate 
the  excrements. 

Prolapfus  Aniy 

Is  the  falling  down,  or  protrufion  of  the 
re6lum  externally,  particularly  in  voiding  al- 
vine  excrements. 

Caufes  are,  hardened  excrements,  or  confli- 
pation,  a  confumption  or  depravation  of  the 
adeps  furrounding  the  anus,  and  a  relaxation 

of 
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of  the  elevator  mufcles,  fometimes  conjoint- 
ly with  the  fphindler  ani. 

It  is  moft  commonly  an  attendant  on  re- 
laxed habits,  and  the  nervous  ;  or  may  arife 
from  haemorrhoids,  tenefmus,  calcuh,  ulcers 
of  the  bladder,  womb,  &c.  This  diforder  is 
very  difficult  to  remove,  and  frequently  in- 
curable. 

The  cure  depends  on  circumftances. 

If  the  anus  has  defcended  and  cannot  be 
returned,  from  fwelling  or  inflammation,  and 
ftridure,  emollient  fomentations,  and  fitting 
over  warm  water,  fhould  be  ufed.  Leeches 
may  be  applied,  or  fometimes  it  is  neceflary  to 
extract  blood  by  the  pund:ure  of  a  lancet  exter- 
nally, to  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  tumor. 
Afterward,  by  the  gentle  preflure  of  the  fin- 
gers on  each  fide  of  the  tumor,  the  redum 
afcends,  and  fhould  be  retained  by  a  new  in- 
vented comprefifing  bandage. 

The  aqua  vegeto-mineralis,  or  weak  folu- 
tions  of  white  vitriol,  cold  bathing  the  part 
in  a  hidee,  may  then  be  ufed  to  prevent  a  fu- 
ture prolapfiis, 

Collivenefs,  in  all  inftances,  fhould  be 
prevented  by  emollient  laxatives ;  the  diet 
fliould  be  light  and  nutritious. 

The 
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The  tumor  of  the  anus  is  fometimes  very 
confiderable  ;  becaufe  the  arteries  continually 
force  blood  to  the  part;  but  from  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  fphinEler  ani,  the  veins  cannot 
carry  it  back ;  the  neck  of  the  tumor  is  fur- 
rounded  as  with  a  ligature,  and  the  returning 
veins  are  intercepted  and  ftrangulated. 

Gangrene  and  mortification  have  fometimes 
been  the  confequence  j  therefore,  to  prevent 
thefe  direful  effedts,  the  tumor,  when  vio- 
lently inflamed,  muft  be  fcarified  as  much 
externally  as  poflible,  the  blood  evacuated, 
and  the  veiTels  liberated  from  the  threatening 
danger.  This  treatment  is  moft  neceffary, 
when  the  diforder  is  recent,  and  the  inflam- 
mation runs  high. 

Emptying  the  veflels  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties by  venaefedtion  in  the  feet,  and  bark, 
ought  not  to  be  fpared,  to  prevent  gangrene ; 
it  is  better  by  a  judicious  forefight  to  avert 
misfortune,  than  to  wait  until  it  has  hap- 
pened, and  becomes  irremedial. 

The  prolapfus  ani,  which  has  been  of  long 
continuance,  and  owing  to  the  repeated  re- 
laxatioEf  of  the  part,  or  from  fiflula,  piles,  &c. 
is  feldom  cured. 

Patients 
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Patients  are  in  the  pradice  of  returning  the 
tumor  themfelves  after  every  evacuation  of 
excrement:  If,  however,  the  red:um  al- 
ways defcends  when  the  body  is  in  an  eredt 
pofture,  it  fliould  be  prevented  by  a  bandage, 
and  comprefs  made  of  foft  hnen  fluffed  with 
wool,  or  by  the  new-invented  fpring-trufs.  , 

The  weight  of  all  the  inteftines,  fat  of  the 
omentum,  and  near  the  kidneys ;  the  tender- 
nefs  of  a  relaxed,  weak  tela  cellulofa;  the 
communication  of  its  cells,  which  receives 
the  gravitating  humors  from  all  the  fuperior 
parts ;  which  by  flagnation  or  diftenfion  in 
the  lower^  weaken  the  elater  of  the  fibres  in 
and  about  the  anus ;  all  account  for  the  pain 
and  obftinacy  of  the  diforder. 

The  difficulty  of  curing  the  prolapfus  aniis 
very  obvious :  the  part  is  daily  in  a&io?iy  the 
very  caufe,  therefore,  of  the  protrufion  of  the 
intefline  conftantly  remains:  check  the  ftools, 
•their  hardnefs  then  will  be  a  fufficient  caufe  ; 
give  laxatives  conftantly,  and  the  repeated 
action  of  expelling  the  feces  confirms  the 
complaint,  or  produces  a  tenefmus,  or  firain- 
ing  by  the  abrafion  of  the  mucus,  or  fronx 
Vol.  I.  Ff  the 
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the  acrid  difcharge  which  ifTucs  inftead  of 
mucus. 

The  cure,  though  difficult,  has  been  in 
many  inftances  effeded,  or  the  diforder  has 
been  much  mitigated,  by  the  following  or 
fuch  like  remedies,  conjointly  with  a  mode- 
rately dry  nutritious  diet,  cold  bathing  the 
part  frequently  in  the  ^ideCy  and  by  aflringcnt 
lotions  applied  to  the  part. 

No.  87.  Be.  Eled.  lenitiv.  Bij. 

iEthiop.  mil).  5vj. 
Pulv.  crem.  tart.  5ij. 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f.  elcftuarium  de  quo  capiat 
Q.  N.  M.  mane  &  no^te  ad  aftriflionem  alvi 
prxveniendam. 

Be,  Tinft.  cort.  peruv.  Huxham  5ij. 
Decodl.  cjufdem  5x. 

Elix.  vitriol.  acidV-gutt.  xv.  f.  hauflus,  horis  dua- 
bus  ante  prandium  &  ccenam  fumcndus. 

Opiates  are  contra-indicated ;  becaufe  they 
retard  the  defcent  of  the  feces,  and  create  cof- 
tivenefs ;  but  in  great  pain  and  abfence  of 
reft,  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  in  an  oleous 
draught  may  be  proper. 

Preventing  conftipation,  and  bracing  the 
relaxed  ftomach  and  inteftines,  are  the  moft 
rational  methods  of  cure ;  but  there  are  fomc- 

tim 
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times  contra-indtcations,  eafily  perceived  by 
an  experienced  phyfician,  that  will  effectu- 
ally forbid,  or  abridge  our  expectations,  from 
thefe  fources  of  falutiferous  pradtice. 

The  prolapfus  originating  in  the  confump- 
tion,  diminution,  or  depravation  of  the  adi- 
pofe  fubftance  furrounding  the  ii^tejlinum  rec- 
tum, can  only  be  cured  by  removing  the  cau- 
fes ;  which  are  commonly  great  weaknefs 
from  hedtic  or  other  difeafes;  depraved  di- 
geftion,  chylificaticn,  fanguification,  and  nu-« 
trition,  oedema,  anafarca,  diarrhoea,  dyfen- 
tery,  &c.  &c»,  which  are  difficult* 

In  the  fiffula  in  ano,  ulcers  of  the  womb 
or  bladder,  ftone,  gravel,  &;c.,  the  caufes  of 
the  prolapfus  from  thefe  fources  muft  be  par^ 
ticularly  attended  to,  and  removed,  or  no 
cure  need  be  expedted* 

Spafmoiic  StriBure  of  the  Bladder, 

Is  an  involuntary  contraction  of  the  fphinc- 
ter  vejicce  refilling  the  expulfatory  power  of 
the  mufculi  detrufores  urince,  and  obftruCting 
the  free  evacuation  of  the  urine 

*  Anatomical  eXaminatibfis  dfter  death. 
Aperta  cadavera  fubftantiam  vircidam  &  mucofam,  latuin 
gypfcum,  arenulas,  calculos  in  vefica  &  uteribus  exhibcnt  j  noik 

f  f  2  fe€a' 
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This  fymptom  may  arife  in  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  from  the  compreflion  of  the 
uterus  j  or  from  ftone,  gravel,  fcirrhus,  and 
ulcers  of  the  womb,  difeafes  of  the  redum, 
a  thickening  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  dif- 
cafed  kidneys  and  ureters,  &c.j  abfcefs,  ulcer, 
or  tumors,  cantharides,  &c.  j  therefore  no 
inconfiderable  attention  is  neceffary,  left  the 
cafe  be  miftaken  and  improperly  treated  *. 

If  the  urine  has  been  long  retained  in  the 
bladder,  it  can  be  drawn  off  by  the  catheter-f*. 

The 

fecus  ac  in  renum  pelvi,  qus  etiam  crufta  lapidea  obducitur : 
ureteres  obftrudi,  callofi,  exficcati.  Renes  inflammati,  puru- 
lenti,  putridi,  lacerati,  corrugati,  depreffi,  aridi,  tuberculoli, 
compreffi  a  tumoribus  inpartibus  vicinis. — Invefica  farcofes,  tu- 
mores  fcirrhofi,  cancroli ;  vel  vefica  fuit  contraclaj  callofa,  car- 
tilaginea,  lapidea,  crufta  obdufla  ;  prolapfus  uteri,  vagina",  refti. 
Vefica?  mala  conformatio. 

*  Among  the  numerous  p9or  who  come  for  afliftance  on  public 
days,  I  had  a  very  remarkable  inftance  of  a  young  women  fent 
by  Mr.  Hardie,  furgeon,  in  Weymouth-ftreet,  for  advice.  The 
urine  had  been  totally  fuppreffed  48  hours,  occafioning  the  moll 
inexpreffible  pain.  The  cure  was  performed  by  a  llrong  folution 
of  camphor  with  oil  of  almonds,  nitre,  and  manna,  in  a  few 
days. 

Many  other  inftances  have  occurred,  in  which  fimilar  methods, 
fometimes  Conjointly  with  opiates,  have  fucceeded. 

+.  Mr.  Samuel,  apothecary  in  High-ftrcet,  Marybone,  had 
a  cafe  of  a  pregnant  woman,  who  could  not  void  a  drop  of  urine  : 

I  was 
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The  cure  is  efFe6led  by  removing  the  fpafm 
with  antifpafmodics;  camphor  in  large  dofes, 
oleaginous  laxatives,  warm  bathing,  either 
general  or  partial,  and  in  cafes  of  confidcra- 
ble  pain,  opiates  may  be  added  to  the  cam- 
phor. Medicated  bougies  to  the  urethra,  and 
warm  fomentations  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  are  frequently  neceflary. 

Incontine7itia  iirince,  or  involu?itary  Kmijfion  of 

'Uri?ie, 

This  may  arife  from  a  variety  of  caufes ; 
but  the  relaxation  of  the  fphintfler  of  the 
bladder  is  the  principal  caufe  in  the  nervous 
and  debilitated. 

As  the  complaint  is  caufcd  by  relaxation, 
corroborants  of  bark,  fteel,  or  vitriolic  acids  ; 
cold  bathing,  and  extremely  dry  nutritious 
diet,  are  the  proper  remedies. 

This 

I  was  confulted,  and  difcovered  the  caufe  to  be  owing  to  early 
pregnancy  and  a  relaxation  of  the  ligamenrs  of  the  womb,  by 
which  the  uterus,  as  it  enlarged,  prefied  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder-. 
The  urine  was  obliged  to  be  drawn  off  carefully  with  a  catheter, 
which  I  performed  repeatedly,  and  ordered  bark,  and  other  to- 
nics, which  foon  removed  the  caufe.  In  the  latter  months  of 
pregnancy  this  rarely  happens,  becaufe  the  uterus  rifes. 
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This  fymptom  may  likcwife  arife  from  an 
increafed  adtion  in  the  renal  velTels,  by  which 
an  immoderate  quantity  of  urine,  acrid  in 
quality,  is  poured  forth  into  the  weakened 
bladder  unable  to  contain  its  contents :  this 
happens  from  afupprcifion  of  night  fweats  in 
hed:ic  complaints,  and  m^uft  be  treated  ac- 
cording to  circumftances. 

If  the  involuntary  difcharge  of  urine  be 
from  a  paralyfis  of  the  mufcular  coat  of  the 
bladder,  it  is  rarely  cured ;  but  fliould  be  at- 
tempted by  tonics,  volatiles,  cold  bath,  elec- 
tricity, and  an  ext:reme  dry,  nutritious,  warm, 
invigorating  diet. 

Tains  in  the  Uterus  or  Womb. 

jVTany  are  the  caufes  of  pains  in  the  uterus  j 
which  require  penetration  in  the  phyfician  to 
difpgver;  for  they  are  frequently  miftaken 
for  cholicsy  gravel,  Jione^  &c.,  and  of  courfe 
treated  very  improperly. 

Uteririe  pains  are  idiopathic  or  fymptoma- 
tic,  and  may  be  owing  to  either  difeafes  of 
the  adjacent  parts,  as  the  kidneys,  ure- 
^efs,  bladder  or  rectum,  or  tumors  in  the 

iliac 
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i/iat  lymphatic fyjiem ;  or  from  uterine  inflam- 
mation, tumor,  ulcer,  excoriation  of  the  os 
uteri  from  a  fcratch,  inverfion,  moles,  diften- 
fions  or  colledlions  of  air,  ferum,  blood,  ftony 
concretions,  hernia,  excrefcences,  fcirrhi,  can- 
cer, tumors  of  the  ovaria,  Fallopian  tubes, 
&;c.  &c. 

The  pains  of  ihe  uterus  are  fituated  very  low 
in  the  pelvis,  between  the  bladder  and  redum, 
and  always  imitate  more  or  lefs  thofe  of  la- 
bor, or  difficulty  in  menflruation :  by  the 
fympathy  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  however, 
they  fometimes  extend  their  influence  to  the 
ilomach,  occafioning  naufea,  vomiting,  &c, 

Fai/js  from  Efforts  to  menflruate. 

Pains  happening  in  the  uterus,  at,  or  near 
the  monthly  period,  are  owing  to  the  os  iincce 
refifting  the  natural  efforts  of  menftruation, 
Thefe  pains  fhould  not  be  mitigated  by  opi- 
ates, unlefs  very  violent ;  becaufe  by  fuch  a 
pradice  the  menfes  may  be  retarded  or  re- 
tained :  camphor,  valerian,  myrrh,  the  gum 
pilli  the  pulvis  e  myrrh,  comp.,  pennyroyal, 
and  warm  drinks  gently  Simulating  and  cor- 
dial, 
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dial,  but  not  acid  or  flatulent,  fhould  be  or- 
dered. 

Pedihivia,  or  feet  baths,  are  proper  to  faci- 
litate the-nienflrual  difcharge,  compofed  of 
tepid  v/ater  and  a  little  fait,  at  bed-time ;  and 
the  feet  and  legs  fhould  be  covered  warm, 
either  with  flannel  or  fl:ockings,  particularly 
in  the  colder  feafons.  In  cofliivenefs  the  pi- 
lula  Rufi  is  ufeful. 

» 

Pains  from  contraciions  of  the  Uterus  to  force 
off  coagulated  mnffcs  contained  in  the  Uterus, 

The  pains  from  this  caufe  are  fometimes 
almofl:  equal  to  thofc  in  child-bearing. 

The  pulvis  e  myrrha  compofitus  and  cam- 
phorated julep,  fpiritus  nitri  dulcis,  or  any 
other  gently  fl:imulating  uterine  remedy,  and 
warm  drinks,  are  proper  to  aflifl:  the  expul- 
laon  of  the  offending  caufe. 

If  the  pains  be  very  violent,  recourfe  muft 
be  had  to  opiates  joined  with  uterine  reme- 
dies, if  no  contra-indicatioh  forbid  their  ufe. 

Warm  emollient  injections  to  the  vagina, 
and  carminative  clyflers,  greatly  contribute  to 
alleviate  the  fymptoms,  and  promote  the  ex- 
4  _  pulfion 
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pulfion  of  the  coagula  j  but  fometimes  they 
require  an  objletric  extraction. 

Various  accumulations  after  death  have 
been  found  in  the  uterus,  which  have 
weighed  100,  or  80  pounds  weight.  1  have 
one  in  my  polTeffion  filled  with  a  folid  mafs 
the  colour  of  the  brain,  one  ovarium  extremely 
hard,  the  other  filled  with  lymph.  This  ex- 
traordinary cafe  will  be  publifhed,  with  other 
curious  diffediions*. 

*  Anatomical  Examinations  after  Death. 

A  lochiorum  fuppreffione,  inflammatio,  mors  quinto  die. 

Uterus  ingens  ponderis  i  oo  librarum  qui  aquae  fubcruentas  oflo 
&  viginti  pintas  continebat,  praster  quatuor  molas. 

Uterus  oftoginta  libras  ponderans,  ichore  flavo,  materia  adipofa 
&  oleaginofa  infardus. 

Uterus  fere  univerfam  abdominis  cavitatem  implens.  Infarftus 
materia  quadam  rubicunda  :  ejus  latera  partim  erofa,  adeo  ut  in 
pluribus  locis  ad  chartas  tenuitatem  didudla  effent. 

Foemina  in  tertium  raenfem  gravida  njaptdata  marito,  pedibuf- 
quc  ad  hypogaftrium  conculcata — Venter  dein  crevit  insequaliter. 
Inter  difllcillimum  partum  fubita  &  enormi  hasmorrhagia  e  medio 
toUitur. 

Reperitur  in  fubRastia  lateris  dextri  fteatoma ingens,  rotundum 
tredecim  libras  pendens. 

Uterus  ingens  diverfibus  materiebus  farftus,  carnofis  nempe  ex- 
crcfcentiis,  membranis,  tcndinibus,  officulis,  lapillis,  &  adeo  ut 
pondus  omnium  ad  quadraginta  pondus  accederet. 

Procidentia, 
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,  Procidentia,  Prolapfus  Uteri,  or  falling  down 

of  the  Womb. 

The  prolapfus  uteri  is  the  defcent  of  the 
uterus  lower  than  ufual  into  the  vagina;  par- 
ticularly when  the  female  is  in  an  eredt 
pofture. 

The  defcenfion  of  the  uterus  frequently  oc- 
cafions  impediments  in  the  evacuation  of  the 
urine  and  feces,  from  its  preflure  on  thofe 
parts,  efpecially  if  the  uterus  be  enlarged  by 
tumor. 

By  confent  of  parts  it  caufes  naufea,  faint- 
nefs,  and  other  fymptoms  of  relaxation  in 
walking  or  exercife. 

The  caufes  are  fometimes  univerfal  debility; 
but  more  commonly  a  relaxation  and  elonga- 
tion of  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus. 

The  cure.  When  the  prolapfus  uteri  hap- 
pens from  relaxation,  and  elongation  of  its 
ligaments,  tonics,  as  the  bark,  vitriolic  pre- 
parations, chalybeates,  a  dry  nourifhing  diet, 
and  pure  air,  will  be  proper.  Relaxing 
drinks,  as  tea,  barley-water,  broths,  &c. 
muft  be  abrtained  from. 

The 
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The  cold  bath,  if  no  other  difeafe  of  t -e 
vifcera  forbid  its  ufe,  will  be  proper  ;  but  it 
fliould  be  cautiovjly  prefcribed  to  females; 
for  I  have  known  inftances  of  cold  bathing 
inconteftibly  producing  that  moft  calamitous 
of  all  difeafes,  the  feirrhus  and  cancer  of  the 
womb  *. 

Cold  bathing  is  dangerous  at  or  near  a  cer- 
tain  period. 

If  bracing  remedies  fliould  not  fucceed,  the 
patient  muft  fubmit  to  ufe  a  cork,  or  other 
peflaiy ;  but  this  will  be  more  fully  ex- 
plamcd  in  the  Schola  Medicince, 

On  'Pains  in  the  Forepart  of  the  Head. 

The  animal  fundtions  fuffer  confiderably 
and  are  frequently  deranged  in  nervous  dif- 
eafes i 

*  See  my  treatife  on  this  fubjeft,  and  the  Letter  to  Dr.  JViUiam 
Hunter,  late  pbyfician  extraordinary  to  Iler  Majefty,  on  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  medical 'vamty,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the 
Lady  Holland,  &c.,  in  which  is  an  extraordinary  cafe  of  the 
cure  of  the  feirrhus  and  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  ivomb,  and  an  ulcer 
in  the  rednm,  which  had  been  given  up  as  a  loft  cafe  by  many^ 
eminent  jihj  ficians.  The  mode  of  cure  and  prefcriptions  are  all 
given  in  the  pamphlet,  and  afFord  fufficient  caufe  for  humane  phy- 
ficians  never  to  lofe  hope,  even  in  the  moft  defperatc  cafes. 
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feafes ;  different  pains  of  the  head  arife, 
which  have  been  treated  by  medical  authors 
more  by  the  diftindions  of  names,  than  by 
clofe  inveftigation  of  caufes. 

Pains  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  head 
are  of  lefs  confequence  than  in  the  pofterior; 
becaufe  the  cerebrum  occupies  the  former, 
the  cerebellum  the  latter  :  irritations  or  com- 
preffion  of  the  cerebrum  produce  delirium, 
convulfions,  &c. ;  but  of  the  cerebellum  di~ 
miivjhed,  and  Jlower  circulation  in  the  heart 
itfelf. 

If  conti?iual  pain  affed  the  forepart  of  the 
head  from  plenitude,  arifing  from  obftruded 
menftruation,  meditation,  or  flrong  paffions 
of  the  mind  J  ven^fedion,  cathartics,  and 
uterine  remedies  are  eligible. 

Depletion,  however,  will  not  avail,  if  the 
patient  be  fuffered  to  drink  large  draughts  of 
diluting  liquors,  which  is  a  ftriking  abfurdity, 
though  the  moft  common  pradice  in  the 
treatment  of  plethora  *.  A  drier  regimen  in 
plenitude  fliould  be,  therefore,  inftituted. 

*  For  a  more  fatisfaftory  demonflration  and  refutation  of  the 
abfurd  pradlice  of  oiiering  e/iluents  where  fullnefs'  abounds,  or 
empiying  and Jil/i>ig  in  the  fame  moment,  the  treatife  on  Inflamma- 
tions, and  all  other  difeafes  of  the  Eyes,  Eylids,  &c.  may  be  con- 
fulted. 
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The  fumes  of  vinegar  and  embrocations, 
are  beneficial  in  promoting  a  diaphorefis  in 
pains  of  the  head,  and  they  have  a  vivifying 
nervine  qiiahty.  Volatile  fridtions,  sether, 
naphtha  of  nitre,  Peau  de  luce,  fmelling 
falts,  &c.  are  all  ufeful  in  palliating,  if  not 
in  eradicating,  the  pain. 

If  the  pain  in  the  head  arife  from  acrimony 
irritating  the  membranes,  whether  venereal, 
rheumatic,  gouty,  or  fcorbutic,  &c.  the  reme- 
dies proper  for  thefe  complaints  are  to  be 
prefcribed;  as  mercurials,  antimonials,  or 
cinnabarine  and  other  alteratives ;  veficato- 
ries,  cupping  on  the  neck,  pediluvia  of 
fait  and  water,  or  a  foot-bath  compofed  of 
fpt.  falis  marin.  and  three  or  four  gallons 
of  water,  to  be  ufed  for  half  an  hour  or 
more,  previous  to  reft  at  night ;  which  is  ex- 
cellent in  all  gouty  or  rheumatic  attacks. 
Where  the  pain  arifes  from  debility  and  re- 
laxation, tonics,  and  dry  but  nutritious  diet, 
are  to-  be  ordered. 

Tains  in  the  pojlerior  Fart  of  the  Head, 

Intenfe  pain  in  the  pofterior  part  of  the 
head  deeply  feated,  with  a  low,  depreffed, 

and 
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and  tardy  pulfe,  indicates  comprejjlon  on  the 
cerebellum. 

The  more  fuch  pain  is  attended  with 
ftupor,  or  comatofe  fymptoms  and  a  flow 
pulfe,  fo  much  the  more  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended. 

The  caufes  capable  of  producing  fuch 
alarming  effedis  are  many :  but  amongft 
the  nervous,  conftant  meditation  on  one  ob- 
jedt,  or  continual  anxiety  of  mind,  with  a 
debilitated,  relaxed  conftitution,  are  the  prin- 
cipal. 

Perturbations  of  the  mind,  from  what- 
ever fource  arifing,  like  madnefs,  deter- 
mine a  greater  flow  of  blood  to  the  brain 
than  the  veins  can  return. 

The  veflels  of  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  in  all  their  various 
foldings,  become  difl:endcd. 

Diftenfions  enlarge  the  whole  medullary 
and  cortical  fubflance  of  the  brain,  this 
being  compreflfed  on  all  fldes  by  the  flcull, 
the  brain  feems  too  large  to  be  contained  in 
its  bony  cavity. 

The  fenfation  of  the  brain  being  too  large 

for 
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for  the  (kull,  is  common  to  the  deeply  ftudi- 
ous.  fedentary,  penfive,  and  nervous. 

The  fmufes  of  the  dura  mater,  though  ex- 
'  ,tremely  well  calculated  to  prevent  ruptures 
of  the  veffels  in  the  brain,  yet  are  only  capa- 
ble of  receiving  a  certain  portion  of  blood. 

If  the  fuper-abundant  blood  fhould  not 
pafs  freely  through  the  internal  jugulars 
and  occipital  veins,  accumulations  mufl:  ne- 
celTarily  happen  in  the  brain,  whofe  veffels, 
once  over-diftended,  may  be  liable,  from 
future  and  limilar  caufes,  to  a  continued 
ftate  of  turgency. 

Veffels  once  dijiended^  may  become  fo 
relaxed  afterwards,  that  their  coats  may 
not  be  able  to  refift  the  impelled  fluid ; 
relaxation  is  the  confequence,  and  a  future 
aptnefs  to  continue  the  increafe  of  their 
diameters,  as  may  b«  feen  in  habitual  or 
chronic  ophthalmia,  or  inflamed  eyes. 

This  turgency,  according  to  its  magnitude, 
may  more  or  Icfs  occaflon  fymptoms  of  acute 
or  dull  pain,  depreflion  of  fpirits,  languor, 
low  pulfe,  faintings,  apoplexy  orpalfy,  &c.  i 
for  the  nervous  powers  ill  fupplied,  or  ob- 
ttmded  in  the  brain,  muft  neceffarily  diminifli 

the 
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the  vital  powers  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
and  all  parts  of  the  body  fuffer  in  propor- 
tion as  thefe  are  afFeded  *. 

From  the  antecedent  obfervations,  and  on 
refleding  that  diffedions  after  the  death  of 
peffons  long  afflided  either  with  headach, 
or  infanity,  demonftrate  a  turgency  of 
yeffels,  particularly  in  the  pia  mater-,  a  more 
rational  mode  of  cure  may  be  effcabliflied, 
than  has  been  hitherto  invented. 

Not 

*  Among  many  abfurdities,  the  pretended  difcovery  of  the 
newom  Jiuid,  as  a  fubftance  capable/  of  ocular  demonftration, 
is  one  of  the  greateft.    The  nervous  influence  is  known  moftly 
by  Its  efFefts ;  the  true  caufes  are  too  fubtile,  '  and  perhaps 
will  ever  be  hid,  and  invifible  to  human  difcernment.  I  have 
injefted  arteries  formerly,  of  feveral  fubjefts,  with  a  very 
fine,  penetrating,  minute  injeftion,  and  have  carried  ray  in- 
jection fo  far  as  to  tinge  the  nerves  all  through  with  the 
colored  tinfture.    By  a  microfcope  thoufands  of  fine  arteries 
are  feen  all  through  the  fubftance  of  nerves;  where  there 
be  arteries,  veins  commonly  accompanied  them,  and  lymphatics ; 
if  this  be  allowed,  which  appears  very  rational,  nerves  will 
feem  almoft  entirely  compofed  of  arteries,  veins,  and  lym- 
phatics.   What  a  number  of  falfe  conclufions  have  been  pro- 
mulgated on  the  nerves  from  an  ignorance  of  their  ftrufture, 
even  as  far  as  they  are  really  demonftrable  ?    Thefe  fubjeif^s  are 
freely  examined  and  difcuffed  in  the  anatomical  part  of  the 
Schala  Medichitr, 
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Not  only  diftenfion  of  the  veflels,  but 
an  acrimonious  ftate  of  the  blood  from  the 
perverfion  of  digeftiort,  conjointly  with  re- 
laxation and  debility,  caufe  pains  in  the 
head  of  nervous  perfons. 

In  all  fudden  violent  pains  of  the  head, 
joined  with  a  deprefled  and  flow  pulfe, 
bleeding  in  the  jugular,  arm,  or  cupping 
in  the  neck,  and  extradiing blood,  are  proper; 
unlefs  contra-indicated  by  fome  momentous 
caufe,  as  dropfy,  &c.  in  which  cafe  depletion 
by  a  fniart  hydragbgue  purge  may  be  eli- 
gible. ^ 

The  veffels  are  turgid  indubitably  with 
fluids :  diminifh  thofe  fluids,  and  the  tur- 
gency  cannot  poflibly  continue.  Neither 
bleeding  nor  purging  can  efFed;  fuch  a  ra- 
tional purpofe,  except  pro  tempore^  if  patients 
be  indulged  in  their  ufual  quantity  of  li- 
quids ;  or,  what  is  fl:ill  worfe,  if  diluting 
liquors  be  recommended. 

Plenitude  or  fulnefs  of  veflels  from  redun- 
dancy of  liquids,  and  increafed  arterial  adiion, 
are  allowed  to  be  the  principal  caufes  of  in- 
flammation, or  diflenflon  of  veflfels  j  evacu- 

VoL.  I.  G  g  ations 
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ations  of  bleeding,  vomiting,  purging,  are  di- 
rected ;  then,  diluting^  as  it  is  called,  or 
rather  filing  again,  in  the  fame  breath. 
How  inconfiftent !  how  incongruous  !  The 
Wood  is  fuppofed  capable  of  dilution  by- 
aqueous  liquids ;  but  a  number  of  fad:s, 
drawn  from  experiments,  in  many  diforders, 
prove  the  contrai-y. 

Neither  in  a  turgency,  nor  overfulnefs 
of  veffels  from  an  inflammatory  diathejis^ 
nor  from  relaxation  of  the  vafcular  coats, 
fhould  diluting  or  over  large  quantities  of 
drinks  be  admitted;  but  in  as  moderate 
portions  as  poffible  to  fuftain  the  patient : 
the  lefs  the  patients  drink,  the  fooner  the 
diforder  will  be  cured. 

Bleeding  patients  repeatedly,  while  an 
fam?nato}'y  buff,  as  it  is  called,  appears, 
and  the  ftarvation  fchemes  indifcriminately 
applied  .in  various  chronic  diforders  and 
hectic  fevers,  are  to  the  full  as  contrary 
to  found  reafoning,  as  tht  diluting  projedts. 

Buffy  blood  will  always  appear  in  chronic 
rheumatifm  and  gout ;  where  no  true  inflam- 
mation cxifls,  and  where  repeated  bleedings 
would  be  attended  with  danger. 

You 
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You  may  attempt  to  dilute  the  blood  of 
pulmonic,  hedtic,  gouty,  chronic,  rheumatic 
patients  to  eternity,  were  it  poflible  :  bleed 
daily  J  and  allow  nothing  but  vegetable  diet ; 
the  blood  drawn  from  the  majority  ftill  ap- 
pears Jizy  or  huffy:  a  dropfy  or  incurable 
debility,  and  difeafed  vifcera,  may  be  the 
confequence  of  fuch  ill-projed:ed  pra(5lices; 
but  no  cure  of  the  diforders.  The  pre- 
ceding truths  have  been  admitted  by  many 
learned  phyficians ;  who  have  been  too  timidj 
or  indolent,  to  affift  in  ftemming  the  torrent 
of  fuch  ill-founded  prejudices  ^. 

Evacuation  by  bleeding  or  purging,  there- 
forCj  Ihould  always  be  accompanied  with 
much  more  abftinence  from  humid  food,  than 
is  generally  pradlifed;  by  which  means  the 
ends  of  depletion  may  be  obtained  ;  or  other- 
wife  it  will  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  fruf- 
trated,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  veffels 
will  continue. 

The  moft  efFedtual  tonics  have  their  powers 
diminifhed  by  large  portions  of  tea,  which 

Gg%  ad 


•  The  treatife  on  the  regular,  irregular,  atonic,  and  jiying 
gout,  explains  much  on  thcfe  fubjefis. 
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adl  as  a  fomentation  on  the  already  relaxed 
coats  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  ;  to  admit 
then  fuch  watry  regimen  is  counterading 
the  very  intentions  for  which  bracers  are 
prefcribed. 

Fomentations  and  warm  baths  are  ap- 
plied externally  to  relax  rigid  fibres,  re- 
folve  impacted  humors,  and  foften  hard 
tumors,  and  indeed  judicioufly  byfurgeons; 
but  any  one  would  be  confidered  as  de- 
void of  reafon,  who  prefcribed  relaxers  and 
aftringents  in  the  fame  cafe,  and  in  the 
fame  moment. 

In  the  nervous  headach,  when  evacuations 
firft,  and  bracers  afterwards  are  indicated,  a 
dry  diet  fhould  be  uniformly  and  ftridlly  ob- 
ferved  :  by  thefe  methods  the  relaxed  vef- 
fels  and  fibres  of  the  body  will  grow  more 
firm,  and  their  particles  be  rendered  more 
clofe  and  compadt. 

Pain  in  the  pofterior  part  of  the  head  may 
originate  from  an  efFufion  of  ferum  in  the 
Ventricles  of  the  brain,  by  which  the  pupils 
of  the  eyes  become  dilated,  and  fometimes 
I  im- 
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immoveable  :  this  is  rarely  cured  *.  Cauftics 
or  fetons,  however,  behind  the  head,  may 
give  relief  in  fome  inveterate  cafes.  I  have 
difcovered,  that  the  ventricles  of  the  brain 
all  communicate,  by  many  difledtions  made 
at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary. 

Acrimonies  muft  be  alfo  confidered,  and 
whatever  is  irritating  ought  to  be  corre(5ted, 
or  evacuated. 

Remitting  Pains  in  the  Head, 

Remitting  pains  in  the  head  often  accom- 
pany flight  nervous  fevers ;  in  which  cafe 
the  fever  ought  to  be  primarily  confidered 
and  removed,  by  antimonial  diaphoretics 
without  diluents,  volatile  faline  draughts, 
and  afterward,  the  exacerbation  is  to  be 
prevented  by  bark,  and  acid  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, &c.  during  the  remiflion. 

When  the  remitting  headach  is  attended 
with  a  flight  fever,  and  arifing  from  dif- 
cafed  vifcera,  the  cinnabarine  alteratives  and 
fulvis  radicis  valerian(;e  fhould  be  joined  with 

the 

*  Sec  the  reafoning  and  treatment  of  inflamed  eyes,  in  the 
treatife  on  1 1 8  difeafes  of  the  eyes,  eyelids,  &c. 
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the  antimonial  diaphoretic,  or  faline  draught. 
The  powder  of  bark  and  valerian  has,  in 
the  flight  fevers  arifing  from  perturbation 
of  mind  and  relaxation,  produced  excellent 
effedis. 

Tonics,  exercife,  and  amufements  will  be 
always  beneficial. 

Intermittent  Headach. 

The  intermittent  pain  in  the  head  attacks 
various  parts  j  but  more  frequently  the  frontal 
finus  immediately  near  the  eyebrow. 

The  pain  is  acute,  tears  often  involuntarily 
flow,  and  a  ftrong  light  is  tioublefome  j  de- 
jedtion  of  fpirits,  and  fometimes  naufea  from 
confent  of  parts,  are  the  vexatious  attendants 
of  this  complaint.  The  pain  commences 
periodically  every  day,  or  every  fecond  or 
third,  in  the  manner  of  an  intermittent  fever, 
but  without  its  regular  flages  j  for  the  head- 
ach begins  without  cold  fhivering,  continues 
without  the  dry  tongue  or  febrile  heat,  and 
terminates  without  increafed  perfpiration  or 
fweat. 

This 
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This  pain,  when  fixed  in  a  fnnall  and 
any  particular  part  of  the  head,  was  im- 
properly called  the  clavus  hyjtericus ;  in  ge- 
neral, the  part  it  occupies  may  be  covered 
with  the  point  of  a  finger. 

The  clavus  hyjiericus^  as  it  hath  been  call- 
ed, of  the  intermittent  kind,  has  been  little 
underjiood  and  worfe  treated ;  for  vomits ^  blif- 
terSj  fweatingy  purges^  cuppings^  leeches y  and 
bleeding,  have  been  prefcribed;  all  which 
remedies  are  injudicious,  unneceflary,  and 
unfuccefsful. 

The  one  fymptom,  of  regular  intermiflion 
of  the  pain,  points  out  the  type  of  the  difeafe, 
and  to  what  clafs  it  belongs. 

The  caiifes  of  this  intermittent  pain  ap- 
pears to  be  from  relaxation,  or  from  a 
fharp  irritating  ftimulus,  and  vafcular  dif- 
tenfion  of  a  part  of  the  frontal,  temporal, 
or  occipital  mufcles,  or  fome  of  their  apo- 
neurofesj  but  if  internally,  the  dura  mater 
itfelf  may  be  aife(5led*,    The  periojleum, 

like- 

*  The  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Holler  is  without  founda- 
tion; when  he  aflerted  the  dura  mater  to  be  infenfible.  Dif- 
feftions  after  death,  made  by  myfelf,  have  demonftrat^d  difeafes 

of 
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likewife,  may  be  difeafed  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  which  every  practitioner  of  ex- 
perience knows  to  be  irritable  and  capable 
pf  acute  pain,  exempli  gratia,  in  old  vencr 
real  attacks,  particularly  pf  the  no^urnal 
fpecies. 

The  cure  of  the  intermittent  headach 
fhould  be  conduced  by  the  methods  the 
intermittent  fevers  are  cured ;  but  theie  is 
a  ftrong  objcd:ion  to  vomiting  in  diforders 
of  the  head :  indeed  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced fuch  a  rough  pra6lice  is  quite  un- 
neceffary  in  every  fpecies  of  intermittent 
fever,  or  what  is  called  vulgarly  the  ague. 

If  inilder  methods  than  vomiting  can  be 
fubftituted,  and  the  cure  with  equal  cer- 
tainty be  performed,  they  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  every  candid,  unprejudiced,  and  humane 
phyfician. 

The  fucceeding  methods  have  cured  inter- 
mittents  in  feveral  thoufands  of  inftances, 
and  in  many,  when  all  the  ufual  prefcrip- 

tions. 

of  this  membrane,  which  during  life  caufed  the,  moft  cjfqui- 
fite  pain.  The  great  Haller's  experiments  and  reafoning  on 
this  fubjedl  are  by  no  means  conclufive  to  inquifitive  minds. 
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tions  have  failed,  though  repeated  many- 
months. 

Inftead  of  vomiting,  the  firft  remedy 
prefcribed  is  a  ftomachic  purgative  to  clear 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  This  may  be 
compofed  of  rhubarb  and  ginger,  tindiura 
facra,  vinum  aloeticum  diluted,  or  infufion 
and  tindture  of  fena.  All  faline  purgatives 
are  improper.  Afterward,  every  other  night, 
to  prevent  coftivenefs,  or  remove  vifceral  pb-» 
ftrudlion, 

^  N9.  88.  Bc'  Merc.  dulc.  fexies  fubl.  ppt.  gr.  iij.  vel  vj. 

Pil.  Rufi  vel  extraft.  cathart.  M.  accurate  f. 
pilula3  No.  xij.  guarum  fumat  j.  omni  vel  alterna 
quaque  nofle. 

On  the  firft  iqtermiffion  of  the  fever,  or 
jiead-ach,  after  clearing  the  inteftines, 

Ko.  89.  R.  Pulv.  cort.  peruv.  5ij. 

Decodl.  ejufdem  §vij. 
Tinft.  amar.  Jvij. 

Elix.  vitriol,  acid.  5j.  f.  miftura,  cujus  coch.  iij, 
larga,  feeunda,  tertia,  vel  quarta  quique  hora, 
fecundum  violentiam  morbi  fumenda,  in  doloris 
capitis  intermiffione. 

I- 

This  plan  has  fucceeded  in  numerous  in» 
fiances  of  the  intermittent  headach,  and  even 
intermittent  fevers.    A  dry  nutritious  diet 

fliould 


45^  A  TREATiSE  ON  FEMALE 

fhould  be  recommended,  tea,  and  all JlopSy  or 
broths,  gruels.  Sec.  fhould  be  abfolutely 
avoided ;  but  porter,  or  ale  with  ginger,  or 
a  glafs  of  red  port  or  other  wine,  may  be  al- 
lowed at  meals. 

If  the  bark  thus  prefcribed  fhould  fail,  then 
the  following  prefcription  will  remove  the 
inveteracy  and  obflinacy  of  the  complaint : 

No.  90.  R.  Spec,  aromat.  5j' 

Pulv.  cort.  peruv,  gfs.  Syr.  fimp.  q.  s. 
F.  eleftuarium  de  quo  capiat       N.  M.  largae  fe- 
cunda  vel  tertia.  qua-jue  hora  in  intermiflione 
doloris  capitis,  vel  febris,  fuperbibendo  coch.  iij, 
mifturas  fequentis  : 
No.  91.  R.  Decoft.  cort.  peruv.  gvijfs. 
Spt.  lavend.  c.  3  fs. 

Vitfiol.  alb,  gr.  j.  ij.  vel,  iij.  M.  f.  miftura. 

It  has  been  lately  remarked  by  our  learned 
Prefident  of  the  London  College,  Sir  George 
^aker,  that  the  bark  has  not  fucceeded  in 
curing  intermittents ;  the  bark  is  certainly 
veiy  often  adulterated,  which  may  be  one 
caufe  of  its  inefhcacy  :  but  for  my  own  part, 
for  above  twenty-five  years,  I  always  united 
other  tonics  with  the  cortex peruvianus. 

The  tonics  I  have  moflly  depended  on  are, 
the fal  j7iartis,  floras  martiales.  Urn  at  ur a  martis, 
'  '  fm^U 
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fmall  dofes  of  the  vitriolum  alburn^  the  flore^ 
zinciy  and  fimilar  preparations ;  all  of  which, 
except  the  prepared  fleel,  fliould  be  pre- 
fcribed  in  a  difTolved  form,  in  order  to  divide 
and  difFufe  their  particles,  and  render  them 
eafier  on  the  ftomach. 

The  -vitriolum  album  in  fmall  dofes,  withf 
out  any  bark,  has  cured  great  numbers  in  the 
ague,  given  in  the  following  mode; 

No.  92.  Take  of  chamomile  flpwers  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  let 
them  be  boiled  ten  minutes  in  lictle  more  than  a  quart  of 
water. 

Strain  off  the  liquor  through  flannel,  af  the  fame  time 
preffing  the  flowers. 

Pour  the  liquor  into  a  quart  bottle,  when  cool. 

Then  weigh  out  4,  6,  or  8  grains  of  white  vitriol,  ac- 
cording to  the  age,  fex,  or  {Ircngth  of  the  patient,  which 
muft  be  diflblved  in  a  glafs  or  marble  mortar  by  rubbing 
it  with  the  peftle,  and  adding  fome  of  the  liquor. 

When  the  white  vitriol  is  diflblved,  it  muft  be  well 
fhaken  with  what  is  in  the  quart  bottle. 

Laflily,  add  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  grated  ginger,  or 
powdered  allfpice. 

After  having  firft  purged  the  patient  with  fena  tea  or 
Daffy's  elixir,  rhubarb,  or  any  bitter  purge,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  wait  until  the  fit  of  the  ague  is  off,  which  is  the 
fpace  of  time  between  one  fit  and  the  other. 

One,  two,  or  three  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  above  mix- 
ture, are  to  be  taken  according  to  the  age  and  ftrength  of 

patients. 
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patients,  or  violence  of  the  ague,  every  two,  three,  or 
four  hours  between  the  fits. 

The  ague  by  this  means  diminifhes ;  every 
following  fit  is  flighter,  and  the  diforder  is 
-  frequently  cured  in  a  few  days,  without  the 
bark. 

During  the  time  of  taking  the  vitriolic  ague 
mixture^  the  bowels  fhould  be  kept  open  by 
the  following  pill,  efpecially  if  the  fplecn, 
"which  is  called  vulgarly  the  ague  cake^  or  the 
liver,  be  afFe(5led>  circumftances  comrpon  to 
^gues. 

Take  of  prepared  calomel  (from  Apothecaries*  hall  in 
London)  5  or  i  o  grains. 

Rufus's  pill  one  dram ;  let  them  be  beaten  together  in  a 
mortar  until  the  powder  and  the  mafs  of  die  pill  be  well 
t)Iended  together. 

Then  divide  the  whole  into  twenty  pills. 

If  Rufus's  pill,  or  what  is  called  the  colocynth  pill, 
with  or  without  aloes  or  cathartic  extraft,  be  ufed,  the 
difference  is  trivial ;  but  Rufus's  pill  is  bell  for  females. 

If  the  mafs  of  the  pill  fhould  be  too  hard,  a  drop  of 
brandy  put  to  it,  and  beating  it  in  the  mortar,  will  render 
it  fofter. 

To  thofe  patients  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  drink 
ipirits,  a  little  brandy,  gin,  or  Britiih  fpirits,  fhould  be 
^dded  to  the  vitriolic  mixture. 

The  expence  attending  the  cur€  of  each 
patient  is  not,  on  an  average,  above  four  pence 

or 
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or  fix-pence  at  moft,  and  it  is  now  piijaliflied, 
that  humanity  may  have  an  opportunity  of  af- 
filling  poverty. 

A  dry  diet  is  neceffary ;  for  moifture  is  a 
principal  caufe  of  the  ague  ;  if  tea  be  ufed, 
one  fmall  difh  morning  and  evening  will  be 
fufficient ;  meat  may  be  eaten,  and  grated 
ginger  may  be  always  added  to  malt  liquors. 
This  mode  of  diet  in  autumn  and  winter 
would  greatly  prevent  the  ague. 

If  barkj  however,  be  added  to  the  mix- 
ture, which  might  render  it  more  powerful, 
half  an  ounce  powdered  will  be  fufficient  for 
that  purpofej  which  makes  an  additional 
four-pence.  At  a  moderate  computation  a 
hundred  poor  perfons  may  be  cured,  even  if  the 
bark  were  added,  at  lefs  than  a  prilling  each, 
which  in  the  whole  would  not  amount  to 
five  pounds  *. 

This  explicit  mode  of  curing  the  ague  is 
delivered  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  charitable 

ladies 

*  Barl<  powdered  may  be  had  in  London  from  feven  to  eight  or 
nine  ihillingb  a  pound  ;  chamomile  flowers  are  about  three  (hill- 
ings per  pound  ;  white  vitriol  not  above  a  penny  an  ounce;  ca- 
lomel prepared  twelve  pence  per  ounce. 

RuFus's  pills,  <S:c.  nine-pence  to  a  fhilling  per  ounce. 
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ladies  or  others,  who  refide  in  the  country,  or 
remote  frorn  cities,  or  who  are  induced  to  re- 
lieve the  diftreffes  of  their  poor  neighbours. 

Intermittent  inflammations  of  the  eye  are 
more  common  than  is  imagined,  and  are 
rendered  worfe  by  bleeding,  purging,  blifter- 
ing,  applying  cauPcics  or  iffues,  poultices,  &c.; 
thefe  fhould  be  cured  by  bark,  tonics,  and 
dry  diet 

The  intermittent  tOothach  in  relaxed  ner^ 
vous  habits  fhould  be  cured  in  a  fimilar  man- 
ner; in  fliort,  all  intermittent  complaints 
whatever,  when  arifing  from  laxity  of  folids, 
depravations  of  the  fluids,  and  nervous  de- 
bility. There  are,  however,  few  nervous 
cafes  that  require  the  vitriolum  album  ;  bark, 
confedtio  cardiaca,  and  volatile  falts ;  or 
elixir  of  vitriol  joined  with  bark  and  fome 
aromatic,  as  the  fpecies  aromaticse,  &c.  com- 
monly fucceed  -f-. 

The 

*  See  my  treatife  on  218  Difeafesof  the  Eyes;  this  is  a  dif- 
covery  I  made  early  in  life,  and  have  feen  its  fuccefs  above  20 
years. 

+  I  had  lately  a  very  remarkable  inftance  in  a  very  nervous 
female  patient  of  Mr.  Hogarth's,  in  S wallow -ftrect,  who  every 
night  was  feized  at  fix  o'clock,  after  tea,  with  the  mod  excruci- 
ating 
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The  fubjedt  of  intermittents  fliould  not 
be  quitted  without  animadverfions  on  a  few 
prejudices  that  have  prevailed. 

I .  It  is  faid,  that  the  intermittent  fever  is 
often  a  cure  for  fome  other  diforder,  and 
therefore  fhould  not  be  haftily  cured. 

1.  That  intermittent  complaints  fhould  be 
fufFered  to  continue  a  limited  time  before  the 
bark  be  adminiftered. 

3.  That  bark  is  the  fpecific  and  certain 
cure  for  the  ague  or  intermittent  fevers. 

4.  When  bark  purges y  it  fhould  be  joined 
with  opium. 

5.  That  vomits  fliould  always  be  given 
fome  little  time  before  the  paroxyfm  or  fit, 
or  in  fhort,  it  is  always  the  firfl  remedy  pre- 
fcribed  in  the  ague,  and  even  rnofl  other 
fevers. 

I.  The  ague  is  not  the  cure  of  a?iy  diforder  ; 
but  a  difeafe  very  inimical  to  the  human 

frame, 

ating  pains  in  the  feet  firft,  then  they  afcended  up  the  limbs,  and, 
MIy  to  the  OS  facrum  and  inguen,  taking  away  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs,  and  occafioning  convulfions.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
laxative,  and  very  large  dofes  of  bark,  fpecies  aromat.  and  vitiolic 
elixir,  every  hour  or  two  in  the  intermiffion.  Thefe  means  im- 
media  ely  diminilhed  the  fuccceding  fit,  and  the  patient  was  rc- 
ftored  to  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  the  pains  and  convulfions  ceafed, 
and  Ihc  was  cured  in  a  few  days. 
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frame,  depraving  the  juices,  relaxing  the 
folids,  depreffing  the  fpirits,  and,  la%, 
greatly  injuring  the  vifcera  and  their  func- 
tions, particularly  the  ftomach,  inteftines, 
liver,  and  fpleen,  &c;  which  anatomical  dif- 
fedions  have  fully  demonftrated.  To  rurl 
the  rifk  of  introducing  thefe  injuries  to  the 
human  body,  in  hopes  of  being  relieved  from 
any  other  complaint y  is  too  ridiculous  even  for 
inexperience,  one  would  imagine,  to  credit 
or  adopt  J  yet  thefe  dodrines  have  been 
taught  by  great  phyficians  in  other  refpeds, 
and  have  been  credited. 

II.  Intermittent  fevers,  or  agues  Jhould  not 
be fuffered  to  continue  a  limited  time  before 
they  be  cured.  The  contrary  of  this  propo- 
lition  was  fupported  on  the  fame  flimfy 
grounds  of  the  former  article,  and  points  out 
the  fame  objections.  The  blood  is  depraved^ 
and  laxer  in  its  texture ;  let  the  ague  relax 
it  more,  fay  thefe  wife  phyficians ;  the  fto- 
mach  is  weak,  relaxed,  and  incapable  of  di- 
geftion,  and  the  inteftines  of  chylification, 
render  them  lefs  capable  of  performing  thefe 
necelTary  fundions  j  the  face  is  pale,  the  red 
particles  of  blood  are  dejlroyed,  the  fpirits  are 

funk. 
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funk,  the  mufcular  a(5tions  are  all  debilitated; 
make  thefe  calamities  •^(pr/?' ; 'and  when  the 
patient  is  reduced  to  death's  door,  fay  the 
infatuated,  then  adminifter  the  fheet-anchor, 
that  facred  dernier  ref or the  bark. 

I  affert  from  my  own  experience^  and  the 
experience  of  hundreds  of  other  pradlitioners 
in  this  country,  that  the  bark,  after  a  fto- 
machic  J^itter  laxative,  cannot  be  adminiftered 
too  foon ,  nor  too  often  j  cut  down  the  difeafe 
in  the  budy  on  its  firft  appearance,  never  fuf- 
fer  it  to  take  root,  and  all  its  confequences 
are  prevented  *. 

III.  Bark  alone  is  pronounced  a  fpecijic  in 
the  ague ;  I  aflert  the  contrary  is  the  cafe  in 
many  inftances  :  hundreds,  have  been  cured, 
in  the  manner  I  have  already  communicated, 
without  a  particle  of  barl^  nor  am  I  without 
hopes  offlill  improving  thole  plans  of  cure, 
which  have  been  fo  fuccefsful.  Perhaps  cen- 
taury, wormwood,  or  other  bitters,  would  an- 

fwer, 

*  In  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  infirmary,  the  fuccefs  attending 
the  liberal  ufe  of  bark  and  vitriolic  acid",  not  only  in  intermit- 
tents,  but  in  the  putrid  fevers,  puts  the  utility  of  the  remedies 
above  the  poflibility  of  a  doubt,  in  hundreds  of  inftances,  when 
not  contra-indicatedhy  pulmonic  complaints,  &c. 

VoL.L  Hh 
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fwer  every  purpofe  of  chamomile  flowers, 
which  is  merely  a  bitter  ftomachic  of  no  great 
efficacy. 

The  bark  alone  is  never  fo  efficacious,  as 
when  aromatics  and  vitriolic  preparations  are 
added  to  it ;  the  ague  by  thefe  modes  is  ' 
cured  immediately,  often  without  a  fecond 
ft ;  and  certainly  a  prompt,  is  preferable  to  a 
How  languid  cure*.j 

4.  When 

*  The  principal  part  of  thefe  animadverfions  is  calculated 
more  for  the  Continent,  or  places  in  our  own  country  remote 
from  London ;  in  this  great  city  abundance  of  praftice  niuft 
have  confirmed  thefe  obfcrvations.  I  have  feen  the  poor  in  the 
hofpitals  of  Turin,  Genoa,  Florence,  Rome,  Naples,  Venke,  and 
different  parts  of  France  as  well  as  Italy,  bled  in  the  ague  repeat- 
edly, and  even  in  putrid  remitting  fe-uer:.  No  arguments  I  could 
ufe  with  the  phyficians  of  the  hofpitals,  could  prevail,  to  induce 
them  to  change  their  bleeding,  ftar\-ing  plan,  and  diluting,  though 
the  patients  died,  in  favor  of  giving  fmall  dofes  of  antimonials  ia 
paroxyfmo  vel  txacerbatione  fehris,  and  in  the  remiffion,  or  inter- 
miffion,  cortex perwvianus,  vitriolic  acid,  and  to  direft  a  dry  diet. 

Phyficians  Ihould  liften  to  propofed  improvements  with  candor 
and  humanity,  and  after  refledion  by  analogy,  and  probable  efFedts 
of  remedies,  if  not  dangerous,  fhould  try  their  efficacy  with  fair- 
nefs,  and  not  with  an  arrogantfuppofition  or  wifh,  that  what  is  not 
of  their  own  acquifition,  may  not  have  merit.  I  advife  my  travel- 
ling countrymen  never  to  approach  the  Continent  without  ye/naV 
ponudtr  and  bark ;  thefe  have  faved  many  Englifh  lives,  when 
the  felf-concit  and  obftinacy  of  French  or  Italian  phyficians  would 
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IV.  When  the  bark  purges,  it  is  frequently 
not  fo  inefficacious,  as  has  been  fuppofed  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  perhaps  carries  off  from  the 
inteftines  what  would  diminifli  its  fom'c  ef- 
fe(5ts.  Bark  does  not  enter  the  ladteal  fyf- 
tem,  nor  is  abforbed  by  inhalent  veins ;  its 
iofiic  qualities  ad:  on  the  coats  of  the  ftomach 

and 

have  proved  fatal.  At  Vienna  and  other  parts  of  Germany, 
Flanders  and  Holland,  praftical  medicine,  with  fqme  few  ex- 
ceptions, is  better. 

Men  acquire  a  profeflbr's  chair,  fometimes,  before  they  have 
written  many  prefcriptions,  before  they  have  had  opportunities 
for  great  pradlice  and  experience ;  in  which  cafe  all  the  know- 
ledge they  ifTue  is  dependant  on  the  caprices,  opinions,  or  per- 
haps, fallacies  of  their  predecelfors,  whom  they  follow  for  ever, 
with  implicit  obedience,  without  ufing  their  own  reafoning  fa- 
culties. Men  are  not  capable  of  teaching,  who  dre  not  well  taught 
and  experienced  themfelves;  and  no  man  can  well  comprehend 
medicine,  by  either  hearing  lectures,  or  much  reading;  but  by 
long  praftical  experience  3nd  obfervations  made  by  himfelf,  on 
the  force  of  difeafes,  and  power  of  medicine.  Tuition  frequently 
taints  the  fancy  with  numerous  prejudices,  and  a  deleteriiaus  in- 
toxication ;  but  a  multitude  of  experience  in  practice  fobers  the 
mind  again.  Trifling  medicines  would  never  be  prefcribed  in  im- 
portant cafes,  nor  powerful  remedies  in  trivial  difeafes,  where 
knowledge  is  obtained  by  experiments  and  obfervation.  Men  fit 
down  too  often  with  an  indolent  fatisfaftion  that  they  compre- 
hend the  extent  of  the  art,  when  they  are  in  the  infancy  of  their 
ftudies.  A  phyfician's  njubole  life  Ihould  be  a  feries  of  Jiudy  and 
reflc£lion»  ' 

Hh  2 
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and  intcftines  only,  which  a  number  of  ex- 
pefii^ents  made  by  me  prove.  When,  how- 
ever, it  continues  purging  for  two  or  three 
days,  prepared  chalk,  terra  japonica,  or  ex- 
tradium  h'gni  campechenfis,  and  fome  aro- 
matic, fhould  be  added  ;  which  much  better 
accords  with  the  bracing  power  of  the  bark 
than  opiates. 

Opiates  diminifli  the  moving  powers,  and 
create  coftivenefs,  both  which  fhould  be 
avoided  in  all  low,  nervous  or  intermittent  fe- 
vers; for  thefe  complaints  commonly  arife 
from  relaxation,  a  depraved  relaxed  texture 
of  the  blood,  and  a  weakened  force  of  the 
arterial  fyflem,  notwithflanding  the  pulfations 
are  accelerated. 

FiJ/w/j- in  the  intermittent  fevers^  and  in- 
deed moft  other  fevers,  are  unneceffary,  un- 
lefs  the  ftomach  abound  with  faburra :  they 
force  an  immenfe  quantity  of  blood  to  the 
head,  and  confequently  diftend  veffels,  which 
fhould  preferve  their  diameters  :  this  diflen- 
fion  from  vomits  in  the  commencement  of 
fevers,  may  be  a  principal  caufe  of  the  dc'Iiri- 
//w  towards  the  crifis  ;  but  this  is  explained 
more  fully  in  another  place  *. 

*  In  the  treatment  of  Fcvers/&c.  in  the  Schola  Medhina. 
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In  the  intermittent  fever,  or  ague,  the 
vifcera,  fuch  as  the  liver  arid  fpleen,  are  often 
difeafed  ;  all  judicious  phyficians  know,  or 
fhould  know,  that  vomiting  is  contra-indi- 
cated in  difeafed  vifcera^  and  unlefs  there  be 
fabiirra^  bile,  or  other  matter  in  the  ftomach, 
which  cannot  be  carried  down  through  the 
inteftinal  canal,  vomits  fliould  certainly  be  ex- 
cluded. 

It  is  folemnly  alTerted,  from  experience  on 
thoufands,  that  the  ague  can  be  cured  always 
without  vomits,  and  the  obftrudtions  of  the 
vifcera  prevented,  or  often  removed  fafely,  by 
a fmall  dofe  of  calomel  and  any  aloetic  or  bit- 
ter purgative  repeated  every  other  night,  after 
the  bowels  have  been  firft  thoroughly  clean- 
fed. 

The  liver  or  fpleen  being  difeafed,  or  the 
bile  dudts  obftrudted,  are  the  principal  impe- 
diments in  curing  the  intermittent  fever,  or 
ague  j  therefore  removing  thofe  impediments 
by  aloetic  pills  with  calomel,  or  foap  with 
any  aloetic,  or  by  fal  diureticus,  &c.  are  me- 
thods commonly  crowned  with  fuccefs.  I 
have  always  attempted  in  agues,  and,  indeed, 
intermittent  complaints,  the  prevention 

or 
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or  removal  of  vifceral  or  inteftinal  obrtru6lion, 
by  giving  alterna  quaque  na&e,  while  the 
bark  or  other  tonics  were  adminiftered,  half 
a  grain  of  calomel,  and  from  three  to  fix 
grains  of  the  pilula  Rufi,  and  this  rarely 
without  fuccefs. 

When  the  fit  of  the  ague  may  be  expedled, 
a  few  grains  of  'Jatnes^s  poivdery  or  from  the 
fourth  to  the  eighth  part  of  a  grain  of  tarta- 
rum  antijiioniak ,  fo  as  neither  to  occafion  nau- 
fea nor  vomiting,  are  proper,  and  they 
fhould  be  repeated  every  two,  three,  or  four 
hours,  to  excite  perfpiration,  remove  ob- 
flrudlion,  and  fhorten  the  duration  of  the 
cold  and  hot  fits*. 

A  dram  of  the  true  crude  fal  ammoniac  dif- 
folved  in  any  proper  vehicle,  and  given  an 
hoiir  or  two  before  the  fit,  has  been  recom- 
mended as  a  fovereign  cure  for  the  ague;  but 
as  I  have  not  tried  it,  and  as  I  cannot  perceive 
any  tonic  qualities  in  the  remedy,  except 
from  its  frigidity,  lhave  thought  it  moft  hu- 
mane 

*  Amongfl:  other  miftaken  notions,  is  one  which  afferts,  that 
antimonials  do  not  excite  perfpiration  without  creating  naufea  or 
vomiting,  repeated  trials  prove  the  contrary ;  unlefs  amongft  the 
very  robuft  and  torpid. 
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mane  to  proceed  in  the  modes  which  fcarce 
ever  fail  of  fucceeding. 

Slight  temporary  Delirium. 

Nervous  patients  are  afflidled  with  flight 
wanderings  of  the  mind,  at  times;  they  are  ' 
mome?itary^  without  fever,  and  may  arife  from 
whatever  irritates  the  brain,  either  corporeal 
or  mental ;  but  fuicide,  where  it  was  not  ex- 
pe6ted,  has  been  fuddenly  the  confequence. 

If  diftenfion  of  the  cefophagus  from  air  be 
the  caufe,  by  retarding  the  circulation  in  the 
returning  veins,  carminatives,  afafcetida,  and 
other,  antifpafmodics,  and  antacids,  are  ufe- 
ful. 

If  the  flight  temporary  delirium  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  originate  in  any  acrimony  irritating 
the  brain,  the  cure  may  be  rationally  at- 
tempted by  corrediors  of  the  prevailing  acri- 
mony, or  by  mineral  alteratives. 

Extreme  relaxation  may  be  the  caufe; 
which  is  difcoverable  by  the  countenance ; 
then  tonics  and  a  dry  nutritious  diet  fliould 
t)e  prefcribed,  bark,  volatiles,  tonics,  &c. 

Mental 
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Mental  perturbation,  or  violent  paffions,  - 
will  kindle  up  a  temporary  delirium  ;  when 
the  furor  is  abated,  calmnefs,  ferenity,  and 
a  determination  not  to  be  disturbed  by  any 
thing,  however  provoking,  fliould  be  recom- 
mended ;  but  this  is  too  often  without  effed:; 
it  is  eafy  to  advife,  but  great  feeling  and  fen- 
fibility  of  mind  excite  painful  fenfations, 
with  which  the  more  infenfible  are  totally 
unacquainted.  Perfons  of  the  greateft  honor 
'and  probity  have  the  niceft  feelings,  and  they 
are  born  to  be  proportionably  tormented  by 
the  worthlefs  and  villanous. 

Drowfinefs. 

Somnolentia,  or  drowfinefs,  indicates  com- 
prelhon  on  the  brain,  and  may  arife  from 
fuUnefs  of  villels,  from  an  overloaded  flo-^ 
mach,  or  fioin  meditation,  which  is  apt  to 
fend  a  great  quantity  of  blood  to  the  brain. 

During  digeftion,  or  chylification  after 
dinner,  numbers  are  attacked  with  drowfi- 
nefs. 

This  fymptom,  in  hot  climates,  and  in 
Italy,  is  indulged  by  reft  after  dinner  withoiit 
injury. 

In 
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In  colder  climates,  it  is  fometimes  a-'pre- 
liide  to  more  ferious  difeafes,  as  apoplexy 
and  palfy,  and  flioiild  be  removed  by  obvia- 
ting the  different  caufes. 

Volatiles,  a  more  abftemious  diet,  evacu-^ 
ants,  diaphoretics,  pediluvia»  exercifes,  and 
amufements,  are  the  general  remedies  againft 
drowfinefs. 

Stupofi  or  Hcbetudo, 

Is  a  dulnefs  of  memory  and  mind ;  ideas 
cannot  be  recalled  nor  commanded  without 
unufual  exertion.  Patients  feem,  fometimes, 
to  refled:  deeply,  but  often  cannot  exprefs  by 
tongue  their  conceptions. 

Caufes. — This  is  fometimes  attendant  on 
old  age,  it  continues  after  inveterate  epilep- 
fies,  apoplexy,  or  palfy;  or  fucceeds  intenfe 
meditation,  or  any  great  and  long  continued 
violent  exertions,  and  paffions  of  the  mind. 

Hemlock^  opium ^  or  other  narcotics,  have 
produced  this  fymptom  *. 

Prognojiic. 

*  The  lady  whom  I  cured  of  a  cancerous  ulcer  of  the  womb, 
and  who  was  the  fuhjcft  of  the  letter  againft  Dr.  Hunter  on  Medi- 
cal Vanity,  had  taken  only  fmall  dofes  of  hemlock  by  Drs.  Fothcr- 

gill 
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Frognojiic. — When  the  flupor  is  recent  or 
accidental  from  the  ufe  of  opiates  or  narco- 
tics, it  is  eafier  cured  by  an  abftinence  from 
thofe  medicines,  than  in  cafes  arifing  from  an 
impaired  mind,  apoplexy,  or  paify;  forthefe 
latter,  in  progrefs  of  time,  end  fatally,  with 
or  without  convulfions,  lethargy,  &c. 

The  cure  requires  an  inveftigation  of  cau- 
fes  and  their  removal.  Volatile  falts,  the  fal 
fucciniy  antimonial  diaphoretics,  cupping, 
fridions,  bhfters,  pediluvia,  evacuants^  as 
diuretics,  cathartics,  and  diaphoretics  j  or  al- 
teratives of  the  cinnabarine  kind,  if  from 
acrimony,  are  to  be  adminiftered. 

Watchfulnejs,  or  Pervigilium^ 

Is  the  defed:  of  fleep,  or  a  folicitude  for 
fleep,  without  acquiring  it. 

The  bodily  caufes  are,  every  depraved Jlate 
of  the  blood  that  can  irritate  the  brain ;  fup- 
purations,  ulcers,  &c.;  the  mental,  flrong 

affed:ions 

gill  and  Hunter's  order :  this  medicine  produced  fuch  lofs  of  me- 
mory, that  while  flie  had  a  bit  of  light  pudding  on  a  fork  in  her 
hand,  fhe  called  for  her  dinner,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  Ihe 
could  be  made  to  fwallow  her  food,  when  fhe  had  it  in  her  mouth  ; 
fo  impaired  was  her  memory  by  taking  hemlock. 
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affedions  of  the  mind,  as  love,  grief,  fear, 
&c. 

The  confent  of  the  ftomach  with  the  braia 
may  likewife  occafion  watchfulnefs  by  indi- 
geftible  food,  detained  wind,  &c. 

The  cure  is  to  be  attempted  by  removing 
the  different  caufes. 

If  watchfulnefs  originate  from  bodily  pain, 
unlefs  neceflary  for  fome  important  purpofe, 
light  opiates  ma}'  be  admitted,  as  paregoric 
elixir  in  camphorated  julep.  If  from  mental 
perturbatio?!,  opiates  often  render  the  fymp- 
tom  worfe,  and  produce  flight  deliriums,  or 
convulfions. 

When  indigeftion  in  the  Jflomach  is  the 
caufe,  light  bitter  aloetics  in  mint  water  are 
proper,  not  to  purge,  but  merely  to  ad:  as 
ftomachics. 

In  debility,  corroborants  are  neceffary,  and 
a  dry  diet;  if  prevailing  acrimony  be  the 
caufe,  it  ihould  be  removed  chiefly  by  ren- 
dering the  blood  more  balfamic  by  the  ufe  of 
metallic  alteratives y  and  proper  diet. 


Frightful 
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Frightful  Drea?ns,  Incubus,  ox'Night-niare, 

The  nervous  or  indifpofcd  perfons  are  op- 
prefled  during  fleep  with  a  heavy  prediiig 
fenfation  on  the  cheft,  by  which  refpiration 
is  impeded,  or  the  circulation  of  blood  inter- 
cepted, to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  threaten  fufFo- 
cation. 

Frightful  ideas  are  recollected  on  wakinr. 
which  occupied  the  dreaming  mind. 

Frequent  attempts  are  made  to  cry  out,  but 
qften  without  effed:,  and  the  horrors  and 
agitations  felt  by  the  patient  are  inexpreffibly 
frightful. 

Thefe  fenfations  generally  originate  in  a 
large  quantity  of  wind,  or  indigeftible  mat- 
ter in  the  ftomach  of  fupper-eaters,  which 
prefling  the  ftomach  againft  the  diaphragm 
impede  refpiration,  or  render  it  fliort  and 
convulfed.  Inflated  inteftines  may  like  wife 
produce  fimilar  eiBFeds  j  or  mental  perturba- 
tion. 

Worms  in  the  ftomach  or  inteftines  may, 
by  irritation,  prevent  fleep. 

The 
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The  forementioned  inftances  are  relieved 
by  avoiding  all  flatulent  food,  or  flippers,  and. 
by  giving  carminatives,  bitter  ftomachics, 
and  laxatives,  a  little  fpirits  and  water,  in- 
ftead  of  malt  liquors,  &c. 

Worms  are  to  be  removed  by  the  anthel- 
mintics, mentioned  in  this  treatife. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  the  incubus  or 
night-mare,  which  has  a  more  dangerous  ten- 
dency, and  this  arifes  from  an  impeded  cir- 
culation of  blood  in  the  lungs,  when  lying 
down ;  or  too  great  relaxation  of  the  heart 
and  its  impelling  powers. 

Epilepfyy  apoplexy,  or  fudden  death,  are 
fometimes  amongft  the  confequences  of  this 
fpecies  of  difturbed  fleep. 

Polypi  m  the  large  velfels,  aneurifms,  wa- 
ter in  the  thorax,  pericardium,  or  lungs,  em- 
pyema, &c.  are  amongft  the  mofl:  dangerous 
caufes.  Thefe  I  have  difcovered  by  diffec- 
tions. 

A  {lighter  caufe  may  be  air  diftending  the 
Gefophagus,  for  fometimes  from  fmall  parti- 
cles of  food  lodged,  during  fwallowing,  will 
arife  fermentation,  hence  acid  air,  inflation, 
&c.   An  over-abundance  of  congulable  lymph 

in  I 
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in  the  blood,  joined  with  debihty  in  the  ar- 
terial fyftem,  may  give  rife  to  polypofe  con- 
cretions. 

This  ftate  of  blood  is  common  to  gouty, 
rheumatic,  and  nervous  patients,  and  is  no 
lign,  as  was  formerly  imagined,  of  true  in- 
flammation j  and  experienced  practitioners 
know  that  bleeding  repeatedly  has  been  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences  ;  for  it  has 
produced  dropfies,  or  worfe  difeafes. 

If  polypofe  concretions  may  be  fuppofed, 
which  is  not  eafily  known,  in  urgent  cafes 
and  difficult  refpiration,  unlefs  among  the 
gouty  and  debilitated,  bleeding  'fliould  be 
ufed  ;  afterwards  blifters  repeated,  volatile 
alkalies,  or  the  fed  fodce^  ol.  tart,  per  deli- 
quiiijiiy  accordiag  as  circumftances  indicate, 
joined  with  the  bitter  infufion,  are  proper. 

Pediluvia  of  fpiritus  falls  marin.  giij.  ad 
conj.  iv.  aquce  tepidce^  are  proper,  particu- 
larly to  the  gouty  and  rheumatic  *,  to  be 

ufed 

*  See  ray  treatife  on  the  Gout,  and  its  falfe  alleviation  by 
this  remedy.  Since  the  publication  of  the  firft  edition  I  have 
feen  very  excellent  efFefts  from  thefe  bathings ;  not  as  a  radi- 
cal cure  of  the  gout,  but  as  a  great  mitigator  of  all  its  fymp- 
toms.  The  fecond  edition,  with  many  new  obfervations  on  the 
regular,  irregular,  atonic,  and  flying  gout,  is  now  publiflied. 
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iifed  fucceffively  every  night  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  times. 

Water  in  the  cheft,  or  pericardium,  lungs, 
&c.  is  rarely  removed  ;  but  attempts  may  be 
made  by  antimonial  diaphoretics,  evacuating 
cathartics  not  too  freely  adminiftered  j  by 
chalybeates  and  other  tonics,  if  they  do  not 
impede  refpiration ;  blifters  to  the  cheft,  and 
a  very  dry  nutritious  diet.  Tar  water  has 
been  ufeful  in  thefe  cafes,  and  diuretics  of 
the  terebinthinate  kind. 

In  the  empyema,  the  purulent  matter  mufl: 
be  evacuated  by  the  chirurgical  operation  for 
that  difeafe ;  but  as  the  diforder  commonly 
arifes  from  fuppurations  of  the  lungs,  6cc. 
little  fuccefs  is  exped:ed  in  fuch  calamitous 
difeafcs.  A  long  experience  has  convinced 
me,  that  none,  or  very  few,  recover  after 
the  empyema,  water  in  the  cheft,  pericar- 
dium, &c. 

The  aneurifm  either  of  the  aorta,  or  fub- 
clavian  artery,  is  always  incurable. 

The  moft  common  caufe  of  difturbed  fleep 
amongft  the  nervous  is  a  quick  perceptibility 
of  mind,  and  too  anxious  a  concern  for  what- 
ever engages  the  attention ;  therefore  love, 

hope. 
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hope,  fear,  fufpenfe,  vexation,  grief,  or  even 
the  contemplation  of  paft  pleafures  or  fuffer- 
ing,  will  eafily  dilturb  fleep,  and  occafion 
horrid  or  frightfLd  dreams. 

When  the  principal  caufe  has  been  long 
refident  in  the  mind,  medicine  can  afford 
little  relief,  except  by  blunting  the  fenfations 
with  fetid  remedies  ;  by  mild  reafonings, 
and  by  a  friendly  participation  of  the  anxiety 
that  difturbs  the  patient's  tranquillity.  I'he 
conftitution,  however,  fliould  be  invigorated. 

Agilatio?is  of  the  mind^  FeeviJJonefs  or 
Petulance* 

The  difpolition  of  human  minds  often 
change  from  bodily  indifpofition  :  the  bell 
tempers  become  captious,  peevifli,  irafcible 
under  various  difeafes,  and  the  moft  fierce  and 
tyrannical  are  frequently  depreffed,  mild,  and 
timid  from  the  fame  fources. 

A  fharp  acrimonious  blood,  joined  with 
exquifite  fenfibility  of  mind,  wilh  greatly 
conduce  to  the  production  of  feelings  dif- 
trefsful  to  the  pofTeffor  j  flight  accidents  are 
magnified  into  the  greatefi:  misfortunes ;  the 

foul 
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foul  perceives  every  thing  through  a  cloud, 
and  no  balmy  rays  of  comfort  are  admiflible 
to  fuch  affli6ted  beings.^  The  changes  per- 
ceived by  the  mind,  ad:ing  on  a  difeafed  or 
vigorous  body,  are  furprifing  :  all  our  acute 
feelings,  joy,  grief,  &c.  are  very  much  de- 
pendant on  the  flate  of  the  body  :  are  we  not 
light  and  volatile  in  health  and  clear  weather  ? 
Are  we  not  dull  and  deprefTed  by  debility 
and  moift  rainy  feafons  ?  Compare  fmiling 
May  with  fpirit-finking  November. 

A  mind  agitated  and  thrown  into  violent 
paflions  from  little  caufesy  indicates  a  de- 
praved fharp  ftate  of  the  blood,  and  great 
fenfibility  in  the  nervous  fyftem. 

The  degeneracy  of  blood  in  nervous  dif- 
eafes  might  have  been  the  principal  caufe. 

Sharp  blood  produces  inexpreflible  uneafy 
fenfations  in  the  body. 

The  mind  becomes  peevifh  without  know- 
ing the  caufe. 

An  agitated  77iind  is  productive  of  inappe- 
tency,  or  indigeftion,  and  a  depraved  chylifi- 
cation. 

Depraved  chyle  produces  depraved  blood. 
Vol.  I.  I  i  Degeneracies 


482  A   TREATISE  ON   FEMALE  ' 

Degeijeracies  of  the  blood,  occafion  degene- 
racies in  all  the  fluids,  fecretionsy  and  excre- 
tions.^ 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  mind  and  body 
becoming  reciprocally  and  alternately  the 
caufe  and  the  eflfed  ;  the  effedt  and  the  caufe 
of  miferable  fenfations,  burfting  forth  into  vi- 
olent paffions.  The  mind  appears  irritated 
when  adting  on  a  lharp  ftate  of  the  blood, 
ferene  and  chearful  on  an  healthful  flate  of 
the  body  j  torpid  in  diminiflied  fenfibility. 

Irafcibility  and  petulance  appear  natural 
to  fome  particular  perfons  ;  or,  rather,  they 
are  often  acquired  by  felf-indulgence,  or  the 
early  indulgence  of  parents  and  friends*. 

Wherever  agitations  of  the  mind,  peevifh- 
nefs,  or  petulance  exift,  they  always  injure 
the  conftitution,  and  they  increafe  in  pro- 
portion as  they  are  cherilhed  or  indulged. 

The  ftate  of  the  body  fhould  be  ccnfidered, 
and  whatever  difeafe  it  labours  under  fhould 
be  removed. 

In 

*  The  fubjefls  are  purfued  more  accurately  in  my  Hijloria 
y  Schola  Medicine,  wherein  different  ftates  of  the  blood  are  de- 
monflrated  to  exift  according  to  different  paffions  of  tlic  mind  ; 
which  throws  a  great  light  on  human  charafler  and  its  diverfities. 
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in  debility,  after  proper  evacuations,  by 
ilomachic  laxatives,  tonics,  and  dry  nourifli- 
ing  diet ;  in  acrimony  or  lliarpnefs  of  hu- 
mors, corrediors,  according  to  the  fpecies,  are 
to  be  admin iftered  of  cethiops^  or  cinnabar  of 
antimony,  and  x\iQpidvis  e  tragacanth.  cofn- 
pojitus^  &c. 

Thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  voluntarily 
in  agitating  their  minds  without  provoking 
caufes,  fhould  be  well  informed,  that  they 
embrace  the  mofh  efFedtual  methods,  not  only 
to  fliorten,  but  even  to  render  their  exiftence, 
durina:  life,  miferable.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  it  is  difficult  to  follow  advice,  how^ 
ever  falutary. 

If  patients  be  not  determined  to  be  calm^ 
or  to  moderate  their  paffions  by  flruggling 
againft  them,  medicine  will  feldom  prove  ef- 
ficacious, however  judicioufly  prefcribed. 

Nervous  patients  fhould,  therefore,  under 
thefe  circumftances,  never  condemn  medi- 
cine as  defective  in  not  being  able  to  eradi- 
cate, or  counteract  the  natural  or  acquired 
propenfities  of  the  human  mind,  long  grown 
inconquerable  by  too  much  indulgence,  or  by 
long  difeafe. 

1  \  '2,  Changing 


484  A  TREATISE  ON  FEMALE 

Changing  the  ftate  of  blood,  however,  by 
mild  alteratives,  has  very  much  contributed  to 
the  cure  of  what  is  known  by  the  name  of 
bad  unhappy  tempers ;  for  the  blood  being 
rendered  more  balfamic  and  healthful  by  the 
removal  of  acrimony,  the  fenfations  of  body 
and  mind  become  more  pleafant,  and  ill-hu- 
mor, with  ail  its  aggravating  malignity,  is 
gradually  dillipated. 

Miferable  feelings  at  the  happinefs  of 
others,  or  envy,  with  all  its  poifonous  ma- 
lignity, are  certainly  more  owing  to  a  dad 
Jiate  of  bleod,  and  certain  form  of  body,  than 
has  been  generally  imagined  ;  and  indeed  the 
countenance  of  fuch  miferables  indicate,  by 
the  glance  of  their  eyes,,  the  unhappy  fenfa- 
tions of  the  foul ;  while  pallidnefs,  fallow- 
nefs,  and  meagernefs,  (hew  the  indifpofition, 
and  bad  nutrition  of  the  body.  Frontis  nulla 
jides  *  may  be  ufeful  to  the  undifcerning,  but 
not  to  the  experienced  and  fenfible,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  delineation  of  human  chara<5i;€r. 
Penetrating  phyfiognomifts  comprehend  the 
natural  difpoiition  of  human  beings,  after 
long   experience  and   obfervation  amongft 

mankind, 

•  Juvenal,  Sat.  2.  ver.  8. 
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mankind,  by  a  momentary  glance,  and  they 
credit,  or  fufped:  appearances  with  tolerable 
certainty.  Thofe  who  are  mofl  inclined  to 
doubt  a  poffibility  of  detedting  human  cha- 
rad:er  in  the  countenance,  are,  perhaps,  the 
perfons  who,  by  artifice ^  wilh  moft  to  conceal 
the  depravities  of  their  hearts,  and  who  a(5t 
always  in  mafquerade.  A  celebrated  French 
author  fays:  Et  Von  nejl  jamais  fi  aijemen^ 
trompe,  que  quand  on  fonge  a  t romper  les  autres, 

Phyficians,  abov^  all  others,  have  the 
greateft  opportunities  of  developing  human 
character  j  they  fee  mankind  in  health  and 
ficknefs  ;  under  difguife  and  without  dif- 
guife,  in  courts  and  in  fick  chambers  ;  and  1 
am  certain  thofe,  who  make  the  jufteft  ob- 
fervations,  will  be  moft  capable  of  prefcribing 
for  the  diverfities  of  human  nature. 

Education,  focial  life,  and  polite  company, 
will  reftrain  or  corred:  a  natural  vitiated  dif- 
pofition,  but  not  entirely  eradicate  the  feeds 
of  perverfenefs  and  ill  humor,  nor  induce  the 
crafty  and  defigning  to  be  unreferved. 

Thofe  who  well  comprehend  human  cha- 
rader,  know,  that  it  is  as  difficult  for  the 
open,  generous,  and  jujl,  to  be  guilty  of  du- 
plicity 
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plicity  or  deceit,  as  the  artful,  dejigning,  and 
malignant  to  a6t  with  integrity,  truth,  and 
jujiice.  Cicero  fays,  very  jiiflly,  Frons  ejl 
animijanua ;  no  man  had  greater  opportu- 
nities of  underftanding  mankind,  in  the  adive 
fcenes  of  hfe. 

y.  Baptijia  Porta  \\3iS  mz.dit  excellent  ob- 
fervations  on  thefe  fLibjed:s. 

Lavater  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a 
moft  exquifite  phyfiognomifl:  j  but  phyiicians 
may  carry  the  fubjed:  much  farther;  for  they 
may  difcover  many  caufes  of  human  cha- 
radler  in  the  ftate  of  the  blood,  form  of  body, 
and  mental  propenfity,  independent  of  ori- 
ginal tranfmiffion  of  conftitution  from  pa- 
rents; or  what  is  attained  by  education,  ex- 
ample, precepts,  cuftoms^  and  different  cli- 
mates :  thefe  are  fubje^ts  little  attended  to ; 
but  the  field  is  immenfe  for  deep  fpeculation 
and  curative  utility,  and  well  merits  the  feri- 
ous  confideration  of  every  fcientificphyfician. 

The  ancients  confidered,  what  they  called 
temperaments,  or  various  differences  of  confli- 
tutions  j  but  they  failed  in  demonffrations 
on  thefe  fubjedls  ;   therefore  experimental 

pbi- 
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philofophy,    chemiftry,  mathematics,  me- 
chanics, hydro flatics,  pneumatics,  &c.  have 
been,  at  times,  prematurely  forced  into  the 
medical  art,  in  order  to  Jix  medicine  to  fome 
more  permanent  ftandard  for  prad:ice.  Va- 
rious inquiries  of  this  nature  have  occupied 
the  attentions  of  the  moderns,  but  the  doc- 
trines of  temperaments  have  been  nearly  ne- 
gleded.  It  is  hoped,  various  temperaments  and 
conftitutions,  which  indubitably  exift  in  na- 
ture, will  be  more  accurately  fcrutinized ; 
for  the  great  hghts  of  the  circulation ;  the 
known  differences  of  arterial  and  venal  blood; 
the  difcoveries  made  in  the  lymphatic  fyftem, 
the  chemical  analyfes  and  other  modes  of 
afcertaining   the   component    principles  of 
blood  and  other  fluids  of  different  habits  j  the 
difcoveries  and  experiments  on  the  nerves  ; 
ele(5tricity,  air,  fire,  water,  earths,  &c.  &c. 
all  tend  to  cure  the  medical  mind  of  former 
prejudices.    Though  attempts  to  explain  the 
deep  caufes  of  human  charad:er  may  be  new 
and  difficult,  yet  if  they  be  purfued  with  vi- 
gor and  energy,  the  whole  art  of  medicine 
will  be  rendered  more  certain ;  for  \t  would 

be 
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be  applied  more  aptly  to  the  individual  coii- 
ftitution  of  mutable  nature.* 

The  effedls  of  love,  grief,  defpair,  envy, 
hilarity,  deep  meditation  on  one  fubjedt,  in 
fhort,  of  all  the  human  paffions  and  fenti- 
ments,  will  hereafter  be  confidered  in  a  man- 
ner not  hitherto  attempted  j  which  may  tend 
more  fatisfadtorily  to  elucidate  nervovis  an4 
ipaniacal  affedtions  -f. 

Groundlefs  Fears  and  difmal  Apyrehenjions. 

The  groundlefs  fears  and  difmal  appre- 
henfions  of  the  nervous  are  truly  fhocking  to 

their 

*  What  obfervations  and  experiments  I  have  made  from  con- 
fidering  form  of  body,  ftatc  of  blood,  hereditary  difpofitions, 
dawnings  of  the  infantile  mind,  education  difcipline,  precepts, 
examples,  cuftoms  of  countries^  powers  and  effefts  of  climate, 
die^,  laws,  religions,  &c.  &c.  fhall  be  unrefervedly  communi- 
cated ;  and  though  not  fo  perfeft  as  I  could  wifli,  yet  it  may  in- 
duce others  to  purfuethe  fame  ftudies,  which  will  prove  an  ex- 
cellent addition  to  the  republic  of  medicine. 

f  With  regard  to  the  paffion  of  love,  the  hiftory  of  Seleucus 
Nicanor,  and  Antiochus  his  fon,  is  a  great  proof  of  the  pene- 
tr^ating  difcernment  of  the  firft  great  improver  in  anatomy,  Era- 
fiftratus. 

Erafiftratus,  the  famous  phyfician  to  Seleucus  Nicanor,  king  of 
Syria,  is  an  inftance  what  an  attentive  and  Ikiirul  praftitioncr  can 
difcover,  by  obferving  the  features  and  changes  in  the  color  of  the 

face 
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their  friends,  and  inexprefTibly  depreffing  and 
melancholy  to  the  fufFerers.    The  oppreffed 

mind 

face — Antiochus,  the  fon  of  Seleucus,  fell  in  love  with  Stratonica, 
his  mother-in-law,  wife  to  Seleucus  ;  but  not  daring  to  difcover 
it,  he  fell  dangeroufly  fick  with  a  high  fever.  Erafiftratus,  the  phy- 
lician,  was  called  for,  who  pbferved,  that  the  prefence  of  Strato- 
nica made  great  alterations  in  the  prince,  whenever  Ihe  came 
into  the  chamber ;  on  the  contrary,  when  other  people  or  ladies 
came  to  enquire,  no  changes  were  perceivable  :  he  then  guefled 
at  the  real  caufe  of  the  prince's  indifpofition,  and  endeavoured  tO- 
acquaint  Seleucus  of  the  cafe  with  great  prudence  and  circum- 
ipedion.  Erafiftratus  told  the  king,  that  the  cafe  of  the  prince 
was  incufable,  as  it  was  caufed  by  a  violent  love  for  a  woman 
whom  he  could  not  polTefs. 

W^^at  do  you  fay  ?  Is  there  no  remedy  for  my  fon  ?  faid  the  king. 
Erafiftratus  replied.  Sire,  you  uuill  foon  be  con^vinced  of  it,  nuhen  I 
tell  you  that  the  frince  is  in  lo've  tuith  my  onvn  luife,  and  I  atn  re- 
folued  not  to  part  uoith  her  on  any  account  nuhateuer.  Seleucus 
then  took  Erafiftratus  in  his  arms,  and  faid,  Hunu  can  you  refufe 
Vie  nuhat  alone  can  fave  a  fon  'whom  I  fo  tenderly  love  !  To  this 
the  phyfician  anfwered.  Great  Sire,  pleafe  to  put  yourfdf  in  my 
flace,  luouldyou,  royal  Sire,  gi've  up  Stratonica,  if  the  prince  loved 
her? 

Ah,  by  all  the  gods  !  exclaimed  Seleucus,  if  it  pleafed  them  to 
reft  ore  my  fon  to  health,  and  this  could  be  the  means,  I  <voould  uoitb 
great  pleaftre  cede  Stratonica,  and  give  alfo  to  him  a  conjiderable 
part  of  tny  empire. 

Immediately  Seleucus  declared  his  fon  king  of  Afia  Superior, 
and  gave  him  Stratonica  as  a  wife.  The  good  fenfe  and  pru- 
dence of  Erafiftratus  muft  appear  very  evident.  Erafiftratus  and 
Herophilus,  TertuUian  fays,  had  difl!eded  600  human  bodies,  in 
order  to  get  acquainted  with  human  nature.    They  had  fufficient 

influence 
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mind  is  wretched  in  its  prefent  condition, 
and  anticipates  a  thoufand  imaginary  mif- 

fortunes. 

influence  with  the  Pto]emeys  to  have  permiflion  to  diffeft  dead 
bodies,  and,  indeed,  Celfus  fays,  condemned  criminals  ali've. 

Celfus  dc  medicina,  lib.  i.  in  prooeni.,  exprefles  himfelf  very 
elegantly,  faying,  "  Neceffarium  effe  incidere  corpora  mor. 
"  tuorum,  eorumque  vifcera  atque  inteftina  fcrutaii :  longeque 
'«  optime  fecilTe  Herophilum  &  Erafiftratum,  qui  nccentes  ho- 
"  mines  a  regibus  ex  carcere  acceptos,  vivos  inciderint,  confi- 

derantque  etiam  fpiritu  remanente  ea  quas  natura  antea  clau- 

fiffet,  eorumque  pofituram,  colorem,  figuram^  magnitudinem, 
"  ordinem,  duritiem,  mollitiem,  laevorem,  contaftum,  progreiTus 

deinde  fingulorum  &  receffus :  &  five  quid  inferitur  uteri,  five 
"  quid  partem  alterius  in  fe  recipit." — He  adds  farther  a  very 
fenfible  remark :  "  Neque  crudele  effe  hominum  nocentium  & 
"  horum  quoque  paucorum  fuppliciis,  remedia  populis  innocent 

tibus  feculorum  omnium  quasri." 

The  opening  dead  bodies  to  fcrutinize  the  parts  was  contrary 
to  the  Greek  and  Roman  laws.  In  the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides 
is  this  paffage  :  If  any  one  Jlain  his  hand  by  murder,  if  atiy  one 
tmch  a  cadaver  or  'W07nan  immediately  after  parturition,  the  gods 
difcharge  him  from  their  altar^  as  impious  and  profane. 

Many  paffages  in  the  Bible  prove  the  great  averfion  the  Jews 
had  for  touching  dead  bodies ;  the  fame  opinion  prevailed  in  ge- 
neral with  all  the  eaftern  nations,  and  in  the  hot  countries,  where 
dead  bodies  foon  fall  into  putridity. 

The  good  effeft  of  the  liberty  of  diffediions,  immediately  pro- 
duced a  confiderable  change  in  medicine ;  for  above  all  things, 
anatomical  demonftrations  purge  the  mind  of  hypothefes,  falla- 
cies, and  imaginary  conceits.  All  the  anatomical  knowledge 
of  the  ancients  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  induftry  of  Erafiftratus 

and 
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fortunes.  Some  think  every  night  that  they 
Ihall  not  live  to  fee  morning  ;  others  are  con- 
tinually anxious  for  their  children,  friends, 
or  On  whatfoever  occupies  their  affedions  ; 
a  religious  and  pious  defpondency  feize 
fome ;  others  have  imagined  themfelves 
dead,  and  have  direded  their  funeral  :  in 
fhort,  the  innumerable  variety  of  falfe  images 
thefe  nervous  patients  fuffer  and  exprefs,  ap- 
pear little  fhort  of  infanity  ;  and  they  hap- 
pen frequently   to   thofe    of  the  bell:  un- 

derftandings, 

and  Herophilus,  under  the  aufpices  of  that  great  encourager  of 
literature,  Ptolemy  Lagus,  or  Soter. 

The  fciences  cannot  be  well  promoted,  except  by  the  genero- 
fity  of  princes;  but  how  few  have  encouraged  the  ufeful  art  of 
medicine  ?  How  many  ages  were  they  fufFered  to  languifli  with- 
out any  protedlor  ?  Louis  XIV.  mull  ever  be  revered  for  his  va- 
rious inftitutions  at  Paris,  of  which  any  indullrious  ftudent  may 
partake  without  fee  or  reward.  How  much  more^grandeur  of 
fentiment  and  philanthropy  appear  in  fuch  a  prince,  than  in 
thofe  who  negleft  fuch  noble  opportunities  of  immortalifuig  their 
fame  ? — One  great  objedion  to  a  medical  education,  at  many  uni- 
verfities,is,theimpcffibility,as  well  as  difficulty  of  procuring  dead 
bodies  for  anatomical  exercifes;  and  I  affirm,  that  no  man  ever 
became  a  complete  phyfician  without  diffefting  with  his  own 
hands  many  fubjefts :  diffeftion  gives  a  knowledge  of  the  parts> 
and  leaves  an  impreffion  on  the  mind  which  cannot  be  effaced ; 
thefe  advantages  leftures  leldom  anfwer,  which  is  often  the  caufe 
of  a  deficiency  in  anatomical  knowledge. 
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derftandings,  joined  with  great  nervous  fen- 
libility. 

Thefe  wretched  ideas  originate  in  a  dif- 
tradted  mind,  from  abfurd  irrational  fears  or 
defires,  or  from  too  clofe  and  long  continued 
contemplation  of  abftrufe,  deep  myfleries, 
above  human  eomprehenfion  ;  from  fears  in- 
fpired  by  ignorance  and  fanaticifm ;  or  from 
bodily  debility,  rendering  the  faculties  of  the 
mind  timid,  fufpicious,  and  miferable. 

When  thefe  mournful  or  difmal  apprehen-r 
iions  have  originated  in  the  mind  indepen- 
dent of  bodily  difeafe,  which,  however,  is 
feldom  the  cafe,  they  are  more  difficult  to 
remove  than  if  produced  by  bodily  infir- 
mity. 

The  cure  of  the  mental  wretchednefs  de- 
pends much  on  the  foothing  reafoning,  and 
the  confolation  of  aflfedtionate  friends  ;  in  re- 
ligious defpair,  by  the  calm  advice  of  a  con- 
fidential friend  or  divine,  infpiring  the  de- 
fpairing  mind  with  hopes,  and  diverting  the 
melancholy,  according  as  circumftances  re- 
quire; but,  above  all,  the  removal  of  the 
patient  from  the  company  of  prejudiced  bi- 
gots, 
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gots,  promoters  of  falfeenthufiafm,  or  gloomy 
perfons. 

When  the  body  has  been  primarily  affecfted, 
and  the  fenfations  of  defpondency  arife  from 
debility,  the  modes  of  cure  already  direded 
for  various  fymptoms  may  be  adopted, 

Vnjuji  fufpicions  of  intended  mifchief  are 
removed  by  inculcating  or  acquiring  confi- 
dence, removing  the  caufes  by  change  of  air, 
diverfions,  and  chearful  company. 

^taciturnity  and  meditation  fhould  be  con- 
quered by  engaging  the  patient  to  converfe  on 
favorite  fubjedts ;  by  removing  from  calm 
retreats  to  more  buftling  and  ad:ive  fcenes ; 
by  changing  the  objects  of  attention,  and,  if 
poffible,  by  exciting  the  paffions. 

Defpondency  is  beft:  relieved  by  fortifying 
the  mind  with  hopes,  and  chafing  away  all 
difmal  companions,  particularly  harfh,  pre- 
fumptuous,  ill-judging  zealots  in  religion  ; 
by  giving  adUve  flimulating  purges,  and  by 
forcing  the  patient  to  ufe  exercifes  even  to 
fatigue.  Such  patients  fhould  be  narrowly 
watchedi  left  they  commit  fuicide. 

Flying 
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Flying  Pains, 

Flying  pains,  in  nervous  patients,  may 
arife  from  emphyfematous  diftenfions  of  the 
tela  cellulofuy  rheumatifm,  gout,  acrimony  of 
various  forts,  vellicating  the  nervous'  fila- 
ments, and  diftending  the  minute  vafcular 
fyflem,  or  from  obftru6ted  perfpiration. 

The  removal  of  thefe  flying  pains  firfl  de- 
pends on  difcovering  their  caufes. 

In  gouty  pains,  flying  in  different  parts  of 
the  habit,  nothing  is  fuperior  to  the  pedilu-^ 
vium  compofed  of  the  acidwn  muriaticum 
greatly  diluted  with  warm  water*,  unlefs  the 
patient  fhould  have  calcareous  concretions  in 
the  hands,  knees,  elbows,  or  feet. 

Internally,  light  antimonial  diaphoretics ^ 
with  camphor  and  confedlio  cardiaca,  or  vo- 
latiles,  according  to  fy mptoms  and^  conilitu- 
tions,  are  fuccefsfully  prefcribed. 

The  flying  rheumatic  pains  may  be  treated 
in  a  fimilar  manner. 

Emphyfematousntrvom  difle?i/ionsyit\di  com- 
monly to  laxatives,  light  diaphoretics,  vapor 

baths  < 

*  Sec  Treati/e  on  the  Gout,  with  the  excellent  cfFcfts  of  the 
muriatic  acid. 
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baths,  the  volatile  laline  draught,  or  fpiritus 
Mindereri,  with  cordials,  bark,  &c. 

Acrimonious  pains  ^  from  fcurvy,  fcrophula, 
lues  venerea,  &c.,  require  the  different  metal- 
lic remedies,  as  anti-venereals,  alteratives, 
&c.  J  which  fhould  be  very  cautioufly  pre- 
fcribed  for  the  nervous. 

Flufhings  in  the  Face^  and  various  Farts, 

Flufhings  are  very  common  amongft  the 
nervous  fymptoms,  and  appear  to  arife  from 
mental  agitation  forcing  a  great  quantity  of 
blood,  which  is  already  acrimonious,  to  the 
head  and  face  j  or  from  an  irregular  adtion  of 
the  fixed  air  in  the  fluids,  or  in  the  cellular 
flru(5ture  of  the  human  body,  with  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  returning  vefTels. 

Fixed  air,  or  other^  air,  may  ad:  as  flimuUy 
and  be  ufeful  in  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  ^a£tion  of  the  fluids  on  the  folids  ;  but 
like  other  necelTary  particles,  if  over-abun- 
dant, may  ftimulate  and  increafe  arterial  ac- 
tion, forcing  red  particles  into  the  cavities  of 
the  minute  ferous  arteries,  or  into  the  minu- 
ted 
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teft  cells  of  the  human  cellular  ftrudurfci 
hence  fluJJoings,  heat,  and  rednefs. 

If  mental  perturbation  be  the  caufe  of 
flufliings  adling  on  the  arterial  fyftem,  a  de- 
termined calmnefs,  and  avoiding  every  thing 
likely  to  difturb  tranquillity,  are  neceflary. 

If  from  the  fuperabundance  of^^c^i  or  other 
air  let  loofe,  and  ravaging  with  force  and  ir- 
regularity through  the  minute  meanders  of 
the  human  frame,  its  generation  fhould  as 
much  as  poffible  be  prevented  in  the  ftomach, 
and  its  treatment  be  fimilar  to  that  of  flatu- 
lency, by  the  ufe  of  antiacids,  &c. 

Light  diaphoretics  likewife  are  proper  in 
fuch  cafes,  or  the  vapor  baths  prepared  with 
nervine  herbs,  to  promote  its  evacuation 
through  the  pores  of  the  Ikin.  A  continued 
mild  alterative  courfe  acfts  with  more  certain, 
though  tedious  effed:,  than  all  others,  not  on- 
ly in  changing  the  blood,  but  removing  ob- 
flrudlion  itfelf. 

Sefifations  of  Cracking,  or  Explojions  in 
various  Parts  ^ 

From  fimilar  fources  to  the  laft-mentioned 
fymptoms,  the  fenfations  of  crackings  or  ex- 

plofions 
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plofions  of  diflferent  fpecies  of  air,  perhaps, 
originate.  If  in  the  head,  they  prove  very 
troublefomej  in  fuch  cafes  cupping  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  neck  I  have  found  ufeful. 
A  pundlure  in  the  fkin  of  the  leg  or  arm,  or 
poifonous,  infectious  matter  received  into 
the  ftomach,  have  fuddenly  produced  an  em- 
fhyfema  ;  the  air  has  been  attracted  by  the 
communication  of  the  tela  cellulofa^  and  col- 
ledted  in  all  the  external  and  cellular  ftrudlure 
of  the  mufcles,  adeps,  cutis,  &c.  lo  as  to 
cnormoufly  fwell  the  whole  body. 

I  have  thought,  by  the  efFeds  of  cupping 
in  cracking  and  explofions  in  the  head,  that 
with  the  blood  fome  of  the  diftending  air  has 
been  attracted,  and  rufhing  forth,  has  been 
expelled ;  by  which  means  the  patient  has 
been  foon  liberated  from  the  uneafy  fenfa- 
tions  produced  by  over-abundance  of  ^/r  in  the 
cellular  ftrudture.  It  may  be  hereafter  proved, 
that  all  painful  diforders  arife  from  different, 
and  morbid  changes  of  air  in  the  minute  cel- 
lular ftrudure  of  the  huntan  body. 


Vol.  I.  K  k  Imaginary 
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Imaginary  Debility,  and  Difindination 
to  move. 

An  imaginary  debility  frequently  invades 
the  minds  of  the  nervous :  they  fuppofe  it  is 
impoflible  to  walk  acrofs  a  chamber  without 
falling.  If  they  be  ^oppofed  in  this  unrea- 
fonable  fear  or  difindination  to  move,  fome 
become  obftreperous  and  violent ;  others  give 
tokens  of  grief;  are  profufe  in  complaints, 
and  are  apt  to  fuppofe  their  moft  affectionate 
friends  barbarous,  when  they  be  earneftly 
folicited  to  fhake  off  thefe  tranfitory  ill- 
founded  conceits. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  patients,  under  the 
dominion  of  thefe  fymptoms,  only  exprefs 
what  their  feelings  urge :  though  by  ob- 
fervers  thefe  falfe  images  are  plainly  per- 
ceived, yet  in  the  .patient's  mind  they  feem 
realifed,  and  merit  our  compaflion  and 
attention. 

Reafoningj  or  arguments  of  furrounding 
friends,  to  convince  the  patients  of  their  erro- 
neous mental  images,  frequently  aggravate  the 
difeafe  ;  harjhnefs  is  oppofed  by  violence  and 

vociferation : 
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vociferation :  foothi?ig  mildnefs  ftrengthens 
the  conceits.  I  have  always  found  it  moft 
ehgible  to  obferve  a  middle  courfe  in  apply- 
ing to  the  patient's  mind ;  neither  alto- 
gether acquiefcing  nor  denying  the  poffibility 
of  the  nervous  timidity.  When  they  have 
dwelt  fome  time  on  thefe  miferable  feel- 
ings, fome  new  objed:  ftarts,  the  ideal 
debility  and  difinclination  to  move  vanifh, 
and  the  patient  fuddenly  rifes,  walks  or 
rides,  and  demonftrably  proves  the  late 
calamitous  apprehenfion  vijionary. 

It  is  abfolutely  necelTary  for  the  phyfician 
to  combat  and  conquer  thefe  fymptoms  by 
mildnefs  and  perfuafion,  or  indeed  according 
to  circumftances  and  difpofition  of  the  pa- 
tient :  good  fenfe  will  fuggeft,  what  con- 
dud:  and  behaviour  is  moft  conducive  to 
anfwer  thefe  purpofes,  and  chafe  away 
thofe  ill-founded  fears.  If  they  be  indulged', 
patients  will  remain  in  bed,  or  purfue  an 
indolence  likely  to  debilitate  their  already 
relaxed  habits,  or  create  difeafes  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  nervous. 

Diverting  the  mind,  and  engaging  it  to 
ibme   new   interefting  objedts,  will'  often 

K  k  2  avail. 
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avail.  The  application  of  medicine  mull 
be  dictated  by  what  has  been  already  re- 
peated. Plethora  is  to  be  diminiflied  by 
venaefe6lion  and  evacuants ;  debility  requires 
tonics,  and  acrimony  mild  mineral  alteratives, 
according  to  the  prevailing  fpecies. 

On  the  Pulfes  of  the  Nervous. 

The  pulfes  of  nervous  patients  are  va- 
rious ;  fome  are  flow  and  firm,  others  quick 
and  low,  yet  the  patients  labor  under  fimi- 
lar  affedtions. 

The  coficlujions  from  the  pulfe,  were 
they  regulated  by  the  dodtrines  in  other 
difeafes,  would  be  often  fallacious. 

To  the  nervous  particularly  belong  the 
privilege  and  power  of  exciting  or  dimi- 
nifhing  the  pulfe  hy  the  operations  of  the 
mind. 

Impetuofity,  irafcibility,  or  peevifhnefs, 
will  quicken  ;  grief  or  melancholic  ideas 
retard  the  contradions  of  the  heart  and 
arteries. 

The,  pulfy  therefore,  in  the  nervous,  is 
not  tOf.be  fo   much   depended  on  as  in 

many 
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many  other  difeafes;  patients  continually 
feel  it,  and  draw  falfe  conclufions. 

Where  even  acrimony  fometimes  abounds, 
the  pulfe  is  not  weak,  nor  quickened :  in 
other  inftances  the  circulation  is  much  aug- 
mented, if  not  in  ftrength,  yet  in  celerity. 
Febres  erraticcE,  and  even  a  natural  falivatiorii 
have  arifen  from  this  lafi:  fource,  joined  with 
anxiety  of  mind.  Bleedings,  abftincnce,  and 
low  diet,  do  not  cure  but  injure  the  patient, 
by  lelTening  the  vital  powers,  inducing  ad- 
ditional languor  and  depreffion  of  fpirits  *. 

The  flrongeft  pulfes  amongft  the  nervous 
are  moft  favourable;  the  quick  and  weak 
lefs :  but  the  intermittent  and  very  flow 
are  mod  alarming,  and  indicate  more  than 
the  others  the  poffibility  of  prefent  defedl, 
and  future  ill  confequences. 

DyfpJicea^ 

*  Bleeding  and  antiphlogiftics,  faline  evacuants,  abfti- 
ncnce, or  extreme  low  watery  diet,  have  been  prefcribed, 
from  perceiving  a  quick  pulfe  and  tranfitory  heats,  but  im- 
properly. Neither  the  heat  nor  quick  pulfe  arife  from  pleni- 
tude, nor  an  inflammatory  diathefis,  but  from  acri?nony,  or 
a  lax  texture  of  the  blood ;  therefore  alteratives  or  tonics, 
and  nutritious  foods,  are  often  moft  eligible.  See  thefe  doc- 
trines more  fully  difcuffed  in  the  Effay  on  the  putrid,  ttia' 
hgnant  Sore  Throat,  Sec. 
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Dyfpnoeay  or  'DifficuUy  of  Breathing. 

The  dyfpncea  is  a  difficulty  of  breathing. 

In  the  nervous  it  moll  frequently  origi-» 
nates  from  fympathy, 

The  oefophagus  being  diflended  with  wind, 
from  fome  particles  of  food  adhering  to  its 
internal  coat,  and  there  caufing  effervef- 
cence  and  aerial  diftenfion,and  compre{Iingthe 
larynx  and  pharynx  ;  or  the  ftomach  or  intef- 
tines  inflated,  and  adting  on  the  diaphragm, 
will  occafion  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
even  a  fyncope^  or  fainting,  cough,  &c. 

The  treatment  qf  the  nervous  dyfpn(ea 
fliould  be  fimilar  to  the  hyfteric  paffion; 
the  fymptoms  are  to  be  palliated  or  cured 
by  carminatives,  fetids,  antifpafmodics,  anc} 
aloetic  remedies,  lime  water,  calcined  or  com-? 
mon  magnefia,  volatile  alkaline  fpirits,  &c.; 
but  the  deeper  caufes  fhould  be  removed 
by  the  more  important  methods  already  re^ 
j?«mmended. 

Nervous  Cough  and  nervous  AJlhma,^ 

The  nervous  cough  is  either  fympathetic^ 
from  various  difeafed  vifcera,  and  is  producir 
X  ble 
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ble  on  hearing  any  other  perfon  cough,  from 
agitation  of  mind,  or  idiopathic^  when  the 
inembrana  pituitaria  is  affected. 

The  former  generally  arifes  more  from 
afFed:ions  of  the  mind,  flatulence  in  th& 
cefophagus,  ftomach,  or  inteftines,  morbid 
liver,  or  other  vifcera  irritating  the  diaphragm, 
than  from  any  primary  difeafe  of  the  lungs. 
The  latter,  or  idiopathic^  is  an  irritation  of 
the  membrana  pituitariay  which  not  only 
extends  over  the  whole  inner  furface  of 
the  nofe,  but  all  through  the  internal  flruc- 
ture  of  the  lungs. 

The  treatment  of  both  cafes  will  be  eafily 
comprehended.  Neither  repeated  bleedings, 
unlefs  in  plethora,  abflinence  from  animal 
food,  nor  the  extreme  low  diet  which  fome 
phyficians  have  fo  rigoroufly  adopted,  will 
avail  in  the  nervous  cough,  but  relax  the 
habit,  and  often  render  the  nervous  affec- 
tion incurable  *. 

The 

*  I  have  feen  this  fpecies  of  cough  treated  as  a  fhthifis 
pulmonalis,  or  pulmonary  confumption,  which  has  fo  lowered 
and  emaciated  the  patient,  as  to  render  recovery  very  dif 
ficult. 
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The  lungs  are  only  fecondarily  to  be  con- 
iidered  in  the  fympathetic  nervous  cough,  as 
they  are  more  generally  irritated  to  increafed 
convulfive  adion,  by  the  morbid  affedtion  of 
fome  other  vifcus. 

As  in  the  dyj'pncea,  fo  in  the  nervoils 
fympathetic  cough,  the  oefophagus,  ftomach, 
inteftines,  are  inflated,  or  there  may  be 
difeafes  of  the  liver ^  jnijenteric  glajids,  and 
other  vifcera ;  therefore  the  inveftigation 
and  removal  of  the  caufes  of  this  dry  cough 
mufl:  be  governed  by  an  attention  to  the 
primary  difeafe. 

In  both  the  fympathetic  and  idiopathic 
nervous  coughj  afafgetida,  joined  with  aL 
kaline  volatile  falts,  or  volatile  tindture  of 
valerian,  mitigate  the  cough,  particularly  in 
the  pallid  and  languid  :  in  the  more  florid, 
large  dofes  of  camphor  dilTolved,  and  united 
to  any  aqueous  menilruum  by  means  of 
blanched  almonds,  or  in  the  following  man^ 
ner,  are  ufeful : 

SoLUTIO  Camphorata. 

No.  93.  R.  Camphor  5fs.  vel  folvein 

Spiritu  vini  reftificato  5iij.  deinde  adde 

Gum, 
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Gum.  arab.  pulv.  sjifs. 

Sacchar.  alb.  5ifs.  mifce  fimul,  denique  adde 
gradatim  aq.  pur.  §viifs.  f.  folutij  camphorata, 
cujus  capiat  coch.  ij.  vel  iij.  ad  libitum  in 
dyfpnoea  nervofa,  cum  vel  fine  aliquo  liquore 
convenienti. 

To  this  mixture,  if  necefTary,  may  be 
added  elixir  paregoric.  tinBura  thebaica, 
volatile  alkaline  /alt y  &c.,  or  very  fmall 
dofes  of  antimonium  tUrtarifatum^  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  patient,  and  will  of  the 
prefcriber.* 

Opium  pulverized,  and  joined  in  fmall 
quantities  with  gum  benzoin,  or  frankin- 
cenfe^  florax,  &c.,  and  received  in  the  form 
of  a  light  fume,  has  greatly  allayed  the  ir- 
ritation of  the  nervous  cough,  particularly  if 
the  refpiration  be  neither  difficult  nor  weak  : 
the  fame  preparation  has  likewife  proved 
very  ferviceable  in  mitigating  coughs  from 

various 

*  This  is  a  much  better  preparation  of  camphor  than  the 
julapium  e  camphora ;  becaufe  in  the  former  the  dofe  of  the  cam- 
phor may  be  afcertained  ;  in  the  latter,  the  fincft  particles,  by  the 
boiling  water,  fly  off,  rendering  the  remedy  of  doubtful  utility, 
pr,  perhaps,  in  a  great  meafurc,  inefEcacious. 
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various  other  caufes;  when  joined  with 
fmall  quantities  of  cinnabar  faciitium,  in 
form  of  a  fume,  it  will  probably  affift  in 
removing  thofe  tulercula  in  the  lungs, 
which  are  the  forerunners  of  pulmonary 
confumption  *. 

Oleaginous  mixtures  united  by  the  vola- 
tile alkaline  fpirit,  to  which  may  be  added 
tindtura  thebaica,  under  proper  reftri6lions, 
have  produced  faltjtary  effedts;  but  oils 
are  obje6tionable  in  general  for  nervous 
patients,  as  they  are  apt  to  relax  the  tone 
of  the  flomach  and  pall  the  appetite. 

In  the  nervous  ajlhma,  opium  fhould  be 
very  cautioufly  prefcribed,  or  wholly  omit- 
ted. The  refpiration  and  circulating  powers 
are  fometimes  very  weak,  and  a  dofe  of 
opium,  injudicioufly  prefcribed,  has  fent 
patients  to  eternal  reft. 

Lac 

*  I  have  difcovered,  that  the  Kentijh  Towun  air,  the  place 
being  furrounded  by  the  high  hills  of  Hampjhad,  Highgate, 
Sec.  has  cured  many  confumptive  call's.  In  my  garden  there, 
myrtle  has  lived  through  the  winters,  openly  expofed,  a  ftrong 
proof  of  the  mildnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  calculated  for  afth- 
tnatic  and  confumptive  patients. 
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Lac  ammoniacum  and  the  foliitio  cam- 
phorata,  with  the  fourth  or  eighth  part  of 
a  grain  of  the  antimonium  tartarifatum, 
every  four  or  fix  hours,  bhfters,  volatiles, 
and  fetids,  with  pedikivia,  and  even  venae- 
fed:ion,  in  urgent  cafes,  have  moft  avail- 
ed in  removing  or  palhating  the  nervous 
afthma. 

In  more  obftinate  and  chronic  cafes, 
pediluvia,  bhfters,  fquills,  lac  ammoni- 
acum, sether,  and  fometimes  tonics,  are 
necefiary.  ^thiops  mineral,  cinnabarine 
preparations,  mercurial  pills  of  the  ar- 
gentum  vivum,  &c.,  with  antimonials, 
are  very  beneficial  as  caufe-removing 
remedies  in  thefe  nervous  coughs  or 
afthma. 

Np.  94.        Cinnab.  f:ift,  ppt.  5vj. 

Conf.  cynofbat.  gifs.  Syr.  balfam.  q.  f.  f. 
Eleft.  cujus  capiat  N.  M.  bis  vel  ter  in 
die,  fuperbibendo  coch.  ij.  vel.  iij.  folutionif 
c  amphora  tas. 


Tains 
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Pains  under  the  Mediaflinum,  in  the  Pleura, 
or  Diaphragfn. 

Amongft  nervous  patients,  I  have  fre- 
quently obferved  pungent  pains  immedi- 
ately under  the  ?nediajiinum,  in  the  pleura^ 
or  diaphragm  :  the  anatomical  confideration 
of  the  fituation  of  the  pain  determines 
fometimes,  though  not  always,  the  part 
affeded.  If  the  pain  be  immediately  under 
the  fternum,  the  difeafe  is  feated  in  the 
mediajtinum^  or  in  the  veffels  of  the  heart ; 
if  on  the  fides,  in  the  thoracical  mufcles  or 
pleura;  if  pains  fliould  extend  from  the 
fore  and  lower  part  of  the  thorax  to  the 
back,  the  diaphragin  is  affedled. 

Thefe  pains  have  originated  commonly 
from  fudden  grief;  that  on  the  ?nedia/linu?n 
has  fucceeded  a  kind  of  fobbing,  in  which 
the  patient  thinks  the  heart  is  ready  to 
burft ;  and  there  is  reafon  fometimes  to 
conclude,  the  heart  has  become  enlarged 
froni  over-dilatation,  which,   in  fome  in- 

ftances. 
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fiances,  fooner  or  later,  may  be  attended 
with  dangerous  or  fatal  confequences. 

Thefe  fymptoms  are  generally  accompa- 
nied with  a  dry  cough,  and  the  heart  fuf- 
fers  palpitation  in  the  pain  affed:ing  the 
mediiijlinum,  on  afcending  up  ftairs,  or  walk- 
ing up  a  hill*. 

Thofe  nervous  pains  in  the  pleura,  or 
even  diaphragm,  are  commonly  more  trouble- 
fome  than  ferious :  they  often  accompany 
gouty  or  rheumatic  acrimony,  and  are  to 
be  treated  accordingly,  by  blifters,  vola- 
tiles,  antimonials,  antacids,  &c. 

The  jixed  pain^  originating  from  extreme 
grief,  or  any  very  violent  paffion  of  the 
mind,  immediately  in  the  centre  of  the 
fternum,  requires  a  copious  bleeding,  to 
prevent  thofe  confequences  which  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  might  create,  when  di- 
rected to  the  heart  by  the  force  of  the 
over-afflid:ed  or  agitated  mind.  The  fooner 
this  operation  is  performed,  on  .  any  vio-^ 
lent  gufi:  of  paffion,  or  fudden  and  vehe- 
ment 


The  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  its  various  caufes,  arc 
fully  confidered  in  the  Treatife  on  convulji've  Di/ea/es. 
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ment  grief,  the  greater  probability  there 
will  be,  that  lefs  injury  will  happen  to  the 
heart  or  its  large  veflels. 

Blifters,  antifpafmodics,  and  laxatives,  are 
advantageous ;  but  preferable  to  all  is  the 
confolation  of  afFedtionate  friends,  whofe 
■participation  in  forrovv  or  misfortunes  will 
tend  to  the  alleviation  and  diminution  of 
the  opprefling  affliftion. 

To  the  methods  of  cure,  already  recom- 
mended in  nervous  difeafes,  may  be  added 
the  adminiftration  of  clyfters,  repeated  once, 
or  twice,  in  the  day,  which  may  be  deter- 
gent, nervine,  or  alterative.  The  firft,  eom- 
pofed  of  weak  folutions  of  borax,  aloe- 
tics,  foap,  in  decodlions  of  detergent  herbs, 
cleanfe  the  red:um  and  partly  the  colon, 
preferving  the  regular  periftaltic  motion  of 
the  inteftines.  The  fecond  are  antifpaf- 
modic  and  carminative,  compofed  of  warm 
feeds  in  decodlion  or  infufion,  weak  lime 
water,  or  mag7jejia  alba  calcinata  vel  no?i  cal- 
.cinata ;  thefe  corred:  and  abforb  fxed  airy 
and  remove  flatulency.  Weak  acid  clyf- 
ters  might  corred:  alkaline  air.    The  third, 

com- 
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compofed  of  very  weak  folutions  of  mi- 
neral alteratives,  as  P/enk's  folution  with 
fulphureous  waters,  antimonium  tartarifatum, 
&c.  &c.,  carry  their  effed:s  farther  into 
the  conftitution,  by  the  abforbing  powers 
of  the  ladleal  fyftem  on  the  furface  even 
of  the  large  inteftines.  On  thefe  new  modes 
of  treatment  much  more  may  be  advanced 
at  fome  future  opportunity. 
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